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The firm of Young Johnson Monumental Masons of Westbury, Wiltshire, has many years experience in building memorials at the

National Memorial Arboretum. The firm was selected to build the Lisbon Maru Me mor i a |l on the recommendati or
Regi ment al Association based on their experience with the succes:
Arboretum in 2016. Nick Johnson, Member of the Guild of Master Letter Carvers, the stonemason, built the Memorial.



The Team

Nick Johnsonprincipal stonemason Some of theYoung Johnson team



Initial Design

The Lisbon MaruMemorial Steering Committee was led by Christopher Allanson whose uncf@aptainKenneth Allanson served with the
Royal Artillery in Hong Kong and was one of the victims of the sinking of thiegsbon Maru He was assisted by Brigadier Edward de
Broe-Ferguson who had previously been responsible for thBlack WatchMemorial in Flanders, Major Brian Finchof The Middlesex
Regiment who had served with one of the survivors, had met several others and had tséated from Chinese a book about the sinking of
the Lisbon Maru, and Steve Denton whose grandfather Joe Denton had survived the sinking. Steve has carried out extense@rchs
into the victims and survivors of theL/isbon Maruand was responsible, in cojunction with the author and historian Tony Banham, for
compiling the Roll of Honour which was presented to all those who attended the unveiling and the Dedication Service of Alisbon
MaruMemorial.

The Committee spent many months discussing the desigr the layout of the front of the Memorial and the text on the reverse. This
involved the careful selection of the wording, ensuring that the badges followed the correct order of precedence adentifying

examples of the correct badges to be used for daof the services or units concernedThis last was no easy task: several of the units no
longer exist, having been amalgamated or absorbed into other organisations. Others have changed name and badge since thedSec
World War.

For the text on the everse of the Memorial it was necessary not only to reduceharrowing and complex story to a few short
paragraphs, but also to ensure that the figures for those who died from each of the units we@rect8 30A0A $ATO1TT80 OAO
invaluable in ensuiing this accuracy.

No member of the Committee claims to be either an artist or a computer expert, so they had to rely on basimputer tools. The images
in the following pages were the best that could beffered to Nick Johnsorto guide himin his work of making the Memorial.



LISBORN MUARU

In memory of 828 prisoners of war
taken captive at the Fall of Hong Kong
on 25 December 1941
who perished between 27 September and 5 October 1942
and over 200 more who died later in captivity

Sketch courtesy of
National Army Museum, London



The Sinking of The Libom Alam

On 27 September 1942 the Lisbon Maru, a Japanese armed freighter with Japanese troops on board, salled from Hong Kong bound for japan.
It also carried 1,816 British prisoners of war held in atroclous conditions. Cramped, airless, and in unimaginable squalor they were incarcerated
below deck in three cargo holds. The freighter bore no markings to indicate their presence.

On 1 October an American submarine, the USS Grouper, on patrol off the Zhoushan archipelago in the East China Sea, engaged the Lisbon
Maru holing it below the waterline. Although initially taken under tow, the line snapped and the ship drifted and foundered. The Japanese
evacuated their troops, battened down the hatches over the holds and left a guard force to prevent the prisoners from escaping. For 24 hours
the prisoners were held in sub-human conditions in darkness with no food, water, fresh air or sanitation; and dysentery was rife.

There was a breakout before the ship sank the next day and many of the prisoners of war escaped from the two forward holds, some of whom
were cut down by machine-gun fire. Most of those in the third hold, by then below the waterline, tragically drowned.

Those who did escape were shot at in the water as they attempted to swim to the shore; many were killed and wounded but local Chinese
fishermen courageously rescued 384 of the survivors. Later, the Japanese recaptured all but three.

Of the original 1,816 men on board the 828 listed below died in this war crime and a further 200 or more succumbed from their suffering
within a few months.

Royal Navy 139 out of 311 St john Ambulance, part of the

Royal Marines 8 out of 22 Hong Kong Fleld Ambulance, 1 out of 1

Royal Naval Dockyard Police 1 out of 10 At least three former members of the

Hong Kong Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 8 out of 23 Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps serving with
Royal Regiment of Artillery 238 out of 376 Regular Ammy units were on board, one of whom perished
Corps of Royal Engineers 74 out of 171 Hong Kong Dockyard Defence Corps, an awdliary unit
Royal Corps of Signals 50 out of 129 of the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps, 3 out of 8
The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment) 144 out of 373 Merchant Navy 1 out of 1

The Middlesex Regiment (Duke of Cambridge’s Own) 152 out of 358 Hong Kong Police Force 2 out of 5

Royal Amy Medical Corps 4 out of 21 Civilians 1 out of 3

Amy Dental Corps 2 out of 3

The sketch of the Lisbon Maru sinking was drawn by Lieutenant W C Johnson of the United States Navy
from accounts of survivors when he was imprisoned with them in a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp



The Sketch

The central feature of the Memorial is an engraved copy of the sketch of thesbon Marushortly before it sank. The artist was a United
States Naval Officer, Lieutenant Willard Carroll Johnson, who served on the submarine U&3Bopusand was taken prisoner inthe
Philippines. He was incarcerated in Kobe POW camp with survivors of théesbon Maruand drew the sketch from their descriptions.
4AEEO Ai DUR DOAOAT OAA O pOO " AOOAI Ei 1 4 kak hidddhin/a balnBod gane2bh Cagthind 1
CMM Man, the Senior Middlesex Regiment Officer in the camp, until after thar, when he presented it to the Regiment. The original is
now held by the National Army Museum, London. A similar sketch was also presented to 2nd Battalion The Royal Scots (The Royal
Regiment), with their cap badge at the top and reference to the Baliian below and is in their museum in Edinburgh Castle. The sketch
used for the Memorial was cropped to remove either cap badge or the writing.he sketch was chosen because both regiments regard is
as evocative of the suffering of the men on théisbon Maru.
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Work Begins

This grey granite block weighing 1.75 tons was originally sourced in Finland and
transported to a processing plant in the Xiamen district of China,
then shipped to Westbury for the final polishing and lettering.
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Templateswere created for text and carefully placed in positio by Sam Gerrish
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The same technique was used for the badges. The sketch was engraved on a sepprate of granite which was laterset into the body
of the Memoiial.



Detail of the text and badges on the front of the Memorial
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Carving the ground direction plates to guide visitors to the rear of the Memorial



The Final Move

Preparing to transport the Memorial to site Lowering into final position



The Finished Product







