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E ditor :  Bt.-Major G. W. Kempster.
W e  h av e  m u c h  p le a su re  in  in fo rm in g  o u r  rea d e rs  

t h a t  w e  so ld  r ig h t  o u t  o f  o u r  la s t  tw o  n u m b e rs . 
E v id e n tly  th e  J o u rn a l  is a p p re c ia te d .

W e  w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  th e  S u b -E d ito rs  o f  th is  
jo u rn a l  a n d  th e  officers a n d  m e n  w h o  w r ite  th e  U n i t  
n o te s  fo r  th e i r  c o n tr ib u tio n s . W ith o u t  th e m  w e 
c o u ld  n o t  h av e  a c h ie v e d  su c h  g o o d  re su lts . W e  k n o w  
fro m  le tte rs  w e rece iv e  h o w  g rea tly  th e y  a re  
a p p re c ia te d  b y  th o se  w h o  h av e  r e tu r n e d  to  c iv ilian  
life.

T h e  s in k in g  o f  th e  Lisbon M a ru  w as tak e n  f ro m  
th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t’s n e w s le tte r , a n d  th e  
p ic tu re  o f  i t  w as se n t  to  u s  b y  C a p t. M a n . W e desire  
to  ack n o w led g e  m o s t g ra te fu lly  b o th  c o n tr ib u tio n s .

A c k n o w le d g m en ts  a re  a lso  m ad e  to  th e  E d ito rs  o f  
c o n te m p o ra ry  R e g im e n ta l jo u rn a ls  w h o  fu rn is h e d  
u s  w ith  co p ies  o f  th e i r  jo u rn a ls.

R E G I M E N T A L  F I X T U R E S ,  1 9 4 6
(A s n o tif ie d  a t  p re se n t) .

O f f ic e r s ’ C lu b

M a y  1 7 th .— G o lf  M e e tin g . S ee  O fficers’ C lu b  
N o te s . ,

J u n e  2 8 th .— O fficers’ C lu b  D in n e r . S ee O fficers 
C lu b  N o te s .

M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N  S O C I A L  
S C H E M E

7 th  M id d lesex .— O ld  C o m rad e s  m e e t w eek ly  a t 
“  T h e  N ig h tin g a le ,”  N ig h tin g a le  L a n e , H o rn se y , 
o n  W e d n esd a y  ev en in g s , a b o u t  7 .30  p .m .

8 th  M id d le se x — A t th e  “  N o r th  S ta r ,”  K in g s to n  
R o a d , S ta in e s , o n  th e  t h i r d  S u n d a y  in  each  m o n th  
a t  11.30 h o u rs . .

A t th e  “  D u k e  o f  W e ll in g to n ,”  S ta in es  R o ad , 
H oun slo w ', o n  th e  f irs t a n d  th i r d  T h u r s d a y s  o f  th e  
m o n th .

9 th  M id d lesex .— E n q u ir ie s  to  M r .  F . F e n e m o re , 
a t  565 , K e n to n  L a n e , H a r ro w  W e a ld , M id d lesex .

Ing lis  B a rra cks , M il l  H il l ,  N . W . 7.— A t th e  above  
a d d re s s  o n  th e  las t S a tu rd a y  in  th e  m o n th  c o m m e n c ­
in g  2 3 rd  F e b ru a ry , f ro m  7 to  9 p .m . T h e  m ee tin g  
w ill b e  h e ld  in  th e  C o rp o ra ls ’ R o o m , a n d  v is ito rs  a re  
a sk ed  to  e n te r  b y  th e  low er G u a rd  R o o m  G a te .

O F F I C E R S ’ C L U B  N O T E S

O f f ic er s’ C lub  D i n n e r

W e  a re  n o w  ab le  to  in fo rm  y o u  th a t  th e  a rran g e ­
m e n ts  fo r  o u r  f irs t  p o s t-w a r  O fficers’ C lu b  D in n er 
a re  co m p le te . T h e  D in n e r  w ill b e  h e ld  a t  T he 
C o n n a u g h t R o o m s, G re a t  Q u e e n  S tre e t ,  W .C .2, at 
7  p .m . fo r  7 .30  p .m ., o n  th e  e v e n in g  o f  F r id a y , 28th 
J u n e , 1946. D re s s  u n ifo rm  o r  lo u n g e  su it (no 
m in ia tu re s) . T h e  D in n e r  w ill co st a lo t o f  m oney, 
b u t  m em b e rs  o f  th e  C lu b  w ill o n ly  b e  ask ed  to  pay 
1 os. 6 d . D rin k s  b e fo re  a n d  a fte r  th e  D in n e r  w ill be 
p a id  fo r  b y  th o se  a tte n d in g , b u t  th e  w in es , cigars, 
c ig a re tte s , e tc ., su p p lie d  d u r in g  th e  d in n e r  w ill not 
b e  a c h a rg e  a g a in s t d in e rs . T h e r e  is n o th in g  to 
p re v e n t  a p a s t  o r  p re s e n t  o fficer o f  th e  R egim ent 
a tte n d in g  th e  D in n e r  sh o u ld  h e  n o t  b e  a  m em ber 
o f  th e  C lu b , b u t  h e  w ill b e  ask ed  to  p a y  th e  fu ll  cost 
o f  th e  d in n e r ,  a  su m  fixed  a t  £ 2  5s.

T h is  n o tice  w ill b e  c irc u la rise d  to  all m em bers 
o f  th e  C lu b . T h e re  is n o  n e e d  to  wra it  fo r  that 
n o tif ic a tio n , h o w e v e r , i f  y o u  s h o u ld  see th is  first. 
I f  y o u  w ish  to  a t te n d ,  w ill y o u  se n d  a  notification  
to  th a t  effect to  th e  S ec re ta ry , T h e  M iddlesex  
R e g im e n ta l O fficers’ C lu b , In g lis  B a rrack s , Mill 
H ill, N .W .7 , a c co m p an ied  b y  a  re m itta n c e  o f  10s. 6d. 
i f  y o u  a re  a m e m b e r, o r  fo r  £ 2  5s. i f  y o u  a re  not. 
T h e  S e c re ta ry  w ill th e n  se n d  y o u  a t ic k e t w 'h ich  will 
a d m it  y o u  t o 'T h e  C o n n a u g h t R o o m s. A n y o n e  who 
h a s  p a id  h is  C lu b  su b sc r ip tio n  b y  2 7 th  J u n e , 1946, 
w ill b e  c o n s id e red  a m e m b e r  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  this 
D in n e r.

O f f ic er s’ C lu b  G o lf  M e e t in g

I t  h as  n o t  b e e n  p o ssib le  to  r u n  th e  u su a l twTo-day 
m e e tin g  su c h  as w e u se d  to  d o  b e fo re  th e  w ar.

T h is  y ea r i t  h as  b e e n  d e c id e d  to  r u n  a one-day 
m ee tin g  a t  H e n d o n  G o lf  C lu b  o n  F r id a y , 1 7 th  M ay, 
co m m e n c in g  a t  10 a .m .

T h o s e  a tte n d in g  w ill b e  ask ed  to  p a y  a  g ree n  tee 
o f  3s. 6 d . to  th e  S ecretary ' o n  th e  d a y  itse lf , which 
w ill b e  h a n d e d  to  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  H e n d o n  Golf 
C lu b . T h e y  w ill a lso  b e  ask ed  to  p ay  fo r  their 
o w n  lu n ch e s  a n d  tea s , e tc ., w h ic h  w ill b e  available 
a t  th e  C lu b .

T h e r e  w ill b e  a s ing les c o m p e titio n  in  th e  m orning , 
m ed a l ro u n d ,  a n d  p rizes  w ill b e  aw a rd e d  to  the 
p lay e rs  r e tu rn in g  th e  b e s t s c ra tc h  a n d  handicap 
sco res. I n  th e  a fte rn o o n  th e re  w ill b e  a foursom es 
c o m p e titio n  ag a in s t bog ey , w h e n  p a rtn e rs  w ill be 
d ra w n  fo r. P r iz e s  wall be  g iv en  to  th e  w in n in g  pair 
a n d  th e  ru n n e rs -u p .

P lay ers  m ay  p lay  o ff  th e i r  o ld  M id d le sex  G ornng 
S o ciety  h a n d ic a p s , o r ,  i f  n o t  in  p o ssess io n  o f  one 
o f  th ese , o ff  th e i r  la s t c lu b  h a n d ic a p . T h e  C om m ittee 
rese rv es  th e  r ig h t  to  a lte r  h a n d ic a p s  d u r in g  th e  course 
o f  th e  m ee tin g . T h e r e  w ill b e  th e  u su a l modest 
sw eeps, a n d  a m e e tin g  d u r in g  th e  lu n ch e o n  period 
to  e lec t a  C o m m itte e  to  a rra n g e  fu tu re  m ee tin g s .

Of f ice rs ’ C lu b  C r ic k e t  W e e k

W e  a re  n o t  in  a  p o s itio n  to  a d d  to  o u r  n o te s  about 
c rick e t. E v e ry  effo rt to  h o ld  th is  w eek  w ill b e  made, 
a n d  is b e in g  m ad e , b u t  u n fo re se e n  d ifficu lties pre­
c lu d e  u s  f ro m  m ak in g  an y  d e fin ite  s ta te m e n ts  a t the 
m o m e n t. A ll th o se  m em b e rs  like ly  to  b e  involved 
w ill rece iv e  su ffic ien t n o tic e  in  w h ic h  to  m ake their 
a rra n g e m e n ts .
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Off ice rs ’ Cl ub  Ties

M essrs . H u m p h re y s  a n d  C ro o k , L td .,  22 , S uffolk 
S tre e t, H a y m a rk e t, S .W .i ,  a re  a rra n g in g  fo r  a  su p p ly  
o f  M id d lesex  R e g im e n ta l O fficers’ C lu b  T ie s  (m ade  
from  a p o p lin  m ate ria l as silk  is  n o t  o b ta in a b le  fo r  
som e tim e). A s th is  firm  has  b een  co m p e lled  to  o rd e r  
tw elve d o z e n  o f  th ese  tie s  in  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  th em , 
th e  firm  tru s ts  officers w ill tak e  ad v an tag e  o f  th is  
o p p o rtu n ity  a n d  p lace  th e ir  o rd e r  a t  a n  early  d a te  to  
en su re  o b ta in in g  th e  ties  th e y  req u ire .

L E T T E R  R E C E I V E D  B Y  T H E  C O L O N E L  O F  

T H E  R E G I M E N T
from  th e  M id d le sex  a n d  H u ro n  R e g im e n t :

O xford  S treet A rm ou r ies, 
L o n d o n ,  O n t a r io .

g th  N ovem ber, 1945.

C olonel M . B ro w n e,
O .C . M id d lesex  R eg im en t,

L o n d o n ,
E n g lan d .

D ear C o lo n e l ,
W e feel th a t  a lin e  to  o u r  p a re n t  U n i t  is  q u ite  in  

o rder a n d  h o p e  th a t  yo u  w ill a c ce p t th is  c o m m u n ica ­
tio n  in  th e  s in cere  sp ir i t  in  w h ic h  w e w rite .

O u r C o m m a n d in g  O fficer, L ie u t.-C o l. L .  C . 
M acd o n ald , V .D ., w as v e ry  en th u s ia s tic  o v e r th e  
recep tion  ten d e re d  h im  b y  y o u  o n  h is ca ll a t  y o u r 
h ead q u arte rs  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  o f  J u n e , a n d  w e 
feel th is  has b ro u g h t u s  v e ry  m u c h  c loser as a ju n io r  
U n it to  th e  M id d le sex  R eg im en t.

T h o u g h  i t  is u n fo rtu n a te , o w in g  to  c ircu m stan ces  
beyond o u r  co n tro l, th a t  o u r  U n i t  d id  n o t  h ave  th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  o f  g o ing  overseas as a  m o b ilised  U n it ,  
we feel w e have m ad e  a  g lo rio u s  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the  
recen t v ic to rio u s  conflic t in  E u ro p e . T h e re  has b een  
a to ta l o f  57 officers a n d  1,111 O .R .s  seco n d ed  fro m  
o u r U n it  to  ac tive  serv ice  d u r in g  th e  w ar years. 
In c lu d ed  in  th is  n u m b e r  w e  s e n t a c o m p le te  C o m p an y  
to  the  E lg in  R e g im e n t w h en  th ey  m o b ilised  in  th e  
4 th  D iv ision . A lso , unofficially , w e se n t a C o m p an y  
overseas w ith  th e  P e r th  R e g im e n t 5 th  D iv isio n . W e 
have n ea rly  a fu ll w a r  e s ta b lish m en t o f  e n th u s ia stic  
officers, w ho  h ave  a lm o s t 100 p e r  c en t, qualified  
fo r  th e ir  p re se n t  ran k s , a n d  m an y  a re  v e ry  b itte r ly  
d isap p o in ted  a t  n o t  h av in g  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  go 
overseas as a U n it.  H a d  th is  h a p p e n ed , w e a re  su re  
they  w o u ld  h ave  m ad e  a n  ex cellen t a c co u n t o f  
them selves.

W e a re  k n o w n  in  o u r  m ilita ry  d is tr ic t as a  U n it  
keen  in  sp o rts  a n d  h av e  s to o d  o u t  in  sp o rt  circ les. 
In  recen t years a t  o u r  an n u a l c am p s w e h ave  b een  
ab le  to  c a rry  aw ay a  lio n ’s sh a re  o f  th e  h o n o u rs.

D u rin g  th e  c u rre n t  y ea r o u r  M id d lesex  a n d  H u ro n  
R eg im en t hockey  tea m  em b lazo n ed  m o re  g lo ry  in  o u r 
sports  reco rd s . W e e n te re d  th e  finals, b u t ,  o w in g  to  
a lack o f  ice, w e  w ere  fo rced  to  call o ff  th e  final gam e. 
W e took th is  tea m  o v e r to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  to  p lay  
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ic h ig a n , a n d , d esp ite  th e  fact 
th a t  th is  w as a tea m  o f  h ig h  re p u te ,  th e y  clo sed  th e ir  
a ren a  fo r  th e  season  b y  e x p e rien cin g  th e ir  on ly  loss 
o f  th e  y ea r to  o u r  b oys b y  a sco re  o f  five to  one .
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H o ckey  team .— H o n . P re s id e n t  : L ie u t.-C o L  L . C . 
M a cd o n a ld , V .D . P re s id e n t  : M a jo r  R . W . D . 
L e w is , E .D . M a n ag e r  : C a p t. J . A . Irv in e . C o ach  : 
S g t. E . C o llin s . S e c re ta ry : S g t. E . Jo h n s to n .
T ra in e r  : R .Q .M .S . L . B . M a c d o n a ld , E .M . an d  
B ar. G o a l : P te s . P . R ig g in  a n d  A . C h o w n .
D e fe n c e  : C a p t. R . B. D u ffu s , S g t. H . A llen , P tes. 
A . P ow ell a n d  G . D o w ell. F o rw a rd  : P te s . G . A stles,
H . W o o d  a n d  S . F o x w o rth v . S u b s . : C a p t. G . O. 
H a r tw e ll, S g t. W . D o n n in g , P te s . W . G a n n on , 
J . D o n n in g  a n d  B . Boyd.

W e a lso  h ave  a v o lleyba ll team , w h ic h  in  a  series o f  
ch a llen g e  m atch es  d u r in g  th e  season  n e v e r  lo st a 
g am e. A lso  w e  h av e  a  fine b a sk e tb a ll  tea m , coached  
a n d  m an a g e d  b y  o u r  2 n d  i c  S u p p o r t  C o m p an y , 
C a p t. G . O . H a r tw e ll, w h o  h av e  tu rn e d  in  a m ag ­
n ific en t reco rd .

O u r  p r id e  a n d  jo y  c u rre n tly  is o u r  Ball C lu b , 
co ach ed  b y  R .Q .M .S . L . B . M a c d o n a ld  a n d  m an ag ed  
b y  th e  w rite r , C a p t. J . A . I rv in e . J u s t  la s t w eek  w e 
w ere  v ic to rio u s  in  th e  finals a n d  b ecam e  ch am p io n s  
o f  th e  A rm y  B all L eag u e .

W e  a re  v e ry  h a p p y  to  say th a t  ag a in  o u r  k een  sense 
o f  sp o rtsm a n sh ip  a sse rted  i ts e lf  a n d , b ecau se  o f  
in ab ility  o f  o u r  o p p o s in g  c lu b  to  fie ld  a tea m , th ey  
d e fa u lte d  th e  final gam e. H o w e v e r, w e  in s is te d  o n  a 
p lay -o ff  g am e a t  a n y  tim e  o r  p lace  a t  th e i r  co n ­
v en ien ce  a n d  w alked  aw'ay w ith  th e  h o n o u rs  b y  a 
sco re  o f  13— 4.

W e  a re  n o w  e m b ro ile d  in  a series fo r  th e  D is tr ic t  
C h am p io n sh ip , h a v in g  lo s t th e  f irs t g am e  in  o v e rtim e  
b y  a score  o f  8— 7 a n d  w in n in g  th e  second  g am e  9 — 3. 
W e  feel q u ite  co n fid en t as to  th e  o u tco m e  o f  th e  final 
g am e a n d  h o p e  to  a d d  y e t  a n o th e r  c h a p te r  to  o u r  
a lread y  lo fty  c a re e r  in  sp o rts .

T h e  C lu b  nam es a re  : H o n . P re s id e n t,  L ie u t.-C o l.  
L . C . M a cd o n a ld , V .D . ; P re s id e n t,  .M ajor R . W . D . 
L ew is , E .D .,  O .C . “  B ”  C o m p a n y ; M a n a g e r , 
C a p t. J .  A . I r v i n e ; C o ach , R .Q .M .S . L . B. M a c ­
d o n a ld , E .M . a n d  B ar ; C a p ta in , C a p t. R . B. D u ffu s ,
O .C . “  D  ”  C o m p an y . P layers : C ., P te . G .
A stles ; P ., C p l. C . P ark s  ; 1st B ., S g t. E . J o h n s to n  ; 
2 n d  B ., P te .  W . G a n n o n ; 3 rd  B ., P te . H . W o o d  ;
S .S .,  P te . J .  M c A r th u r ; L .F .,  C p l. W . M itc h e l l ;
C .F . ,  C a p t. R . B. D u ffu s  : R .F . ,  C p l. K . M c L e ish . 
S u b s . (P itch e rs)  : C a p t. C . O . H a r tw e ll, R .Q .M .S . 
L . B . M acd o n a ld , E .M . a n d  B ar, P te s . D .  S to n e , 
R . H arlo w , D . G illies a n d  R . D o rm an

F o r  th e  las t few  years w e have m ad e  a reg u la r  
p rac tic e  o f  h o ld in g  p a rt ie s  th e  las t S a tu rd a y  in  each  
m o n th  fo r  all O fficers a n d  th e ir  w iv es , w h ic h  a re  h e ld  
in  o u r  L o n d o n  M ess . T h e s e  p a rtie s  a re  a lw ays a 
h ig h lig h t a n d  en jo y ed  b y  b o th  officers a n d  th e ir  
w ives a like, a n d  w e feel th a t  th e y  h av e  a  g re a t  deal 
to  d o  w ith  le ttin g  th e  w ife  k n o w  h o w  se rio u s  h e r 
h u s b a n d ’s p a r t - t im e A rm y  w o rk  is.

W e  h o p e  to  h ave  som e m o re  in fo rm a tio n  la te r  o n  
w ith  reg a rd  to  th e  n u m b e r  o f  d ec o ra tio n s , casua lties, 
e tc ., o f  o u r  m en  o n  ac tive  serv ice, a n d  s h o u ld  yo u  
have an y  m ate ria l w ith  re fe ren c e  to  th e  M id d lesex  
R e g im e n t w e w o u ld  a p p re c ia te  y o u r  se n d in g  i t  a long.

A g ain  th an k in g  y o u  fo r  th e  c o u rte s ie s  e x te n d e d  to  
o u r  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer, w e  a re

F ra te rn a lly  y o u rs ,

J . A . Ir v in e ,

C a p t .,  M id d lesex  a n d  H u r o n  R e g im en t.
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S H O R T  A C C O U N T  O F  T H E  S I N K I N G  O F  
S.S.  “  L I S B O N  M A R U  ”

T h e  S .S . Lisbon M a ru , a Ja p an e se  tra n s p o r t  
conveying  B ritish  p r iso n e rs  o f  w a r  (1 ,800 in  all), 
an d  som e Jap an ese  tro o p s  f ro m  H o n g  K o n g  to  
Jap an , le f t H o n g  K o n g  o n  2 7 th  S e p tem b e r, 1942. 
T h e  p riso n e rs  w e re  a cco m m o d ated  in  th re e  h o ld s  : 
N o . 1 H o ld , fo rw a rd , co n s is tin g  o f  R oyal N a v y  a n d  a 
few t r o o p s ; N o . 2  H o ld , a m id sh ip s , co n s is tin g  o f  
1,150 m en  (2 n d  B a tta lio n  R o y a l S co ts, 1st B a tta lio n  
M id d lesex  R e g im e n t, R o y a l C o rp s  o f  S ignals a n d  a 
few R oyal A rtille ry  m en  u n d e r  th e  co m m a n d  o f 
L ieu t.-C o l. H . W . M . S te w a rt, O .B .E ., M .C .) , and  
N o . 3 H o ld  a d jo in in g  N o . 2 , co n s is tin g  o f  R oyal 
A rtille ry  p e rso n n e l. T h e  sh ip  w as a rm e d  w ith  4m . 
guns fo re  a n d  a ft , a n d  h a d  a sm all a rm e d  g u a rd  fo r 
cu sto d y  o f  th e  p riso n e rs . T h e  f irs t few  days w ere 
u n ev en tfu l, a n d  th e  w e a th e r  g o o d , th e  ch ie f  co m ­
p lain ts  b e in g  lack  o f  ex erc ise , tim e  o n  d eck  a n d  
difficulties o v e i d raw in g  w a te r, a n d  a lack  o f  sufficien t 
la tr in e  a c co m m o d atio n . T h e  fo o d , h o w ev er, was 
good an d  c ig a re tte s  w ere  issu ed  to  th e  m en . A t 
07.20 h o u rs  o n  1st O c to b e r, as th e  m en  w ere  a ssem ­
bling  in  th e ir  places fo r  ro ll  call p r io r  to  hav in g  
b reakfast, a n  ex p losion  sh ook  th e  s h ip , s e em in g  to  
com e f ro m  th e  re a r  o f  N o . 3 H o ld . T h is  w as fo llow ed 
by  p a n d em o n iu m  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  Jap an ese  tro o p s  
and  crew , a n d  b o th  g u n s  cam e in to  ac tion . A t th e  
same tim e all p r iso n e rs  w ere o rd e re d  to  rem a in  below . 
In  N o. 2 H o ld , w h ere  th e  m en  o f  th e  M id d lesex  
w ere, th e re  w as v e ry  lit tle  shock  w h en  th e  to rp e d o  
struck  th e  sh ip , a n d  m an y  d id  n o t  k n o w  fo r ce rta in  
w hat h ad  h a p p e n ed . T h e  en g ines h a d  s to p p e d  b u t  
there  was a t  th a t  tim e  n o  a p p a re n t lis t. T h e  m en  
rem ained  ca lm ly  a t  th e i r  p laces, a n d  joked  a b o u t  a 
rescue a t  sea. A fte r  a sh o rt  tim e , th e  fir in g  hav in g  
ceased an d  th e  n o ise  o n  d eck  h av in g  q u ie te n e d , th e  
m en  began to  th in k  a b o u t b reak fas t, b u t  th is  w as n o t 
fo rthcom ing , an d , in  fac t, n o  fu r th e r  food  was issu ed  
on  the  Lisbon M a ru .  T h e  d ay  d rag g ed  o n  a n d  a 
Japanese ae ro p lan e  c irc led  o v e rh ead , b u t  th a t  p ro ­
vided  th e  on ly  relief. T h e re  was m u c h  difficu lty  
over the  calls o f  n a tu re , as a t  f irst n o  recep tac les  o f  
any so rt w ere  availab le  a n d , as m an y  m en  w ere  su ffer­
ing from  diarrhoea, c o n d itio n s  rap id ly  becam e u n ­
bearable. F in a lly  th e  Jap an ese  p assed  d o w n  tw o  o ld  
pe tro l t in s  fo r  1,150 m en , b u t  as n o  one  w as p e rm itte d  
to  go o n  deck  it  w as im p o ssib le  to  e m p ty  th e m  a n d  
they  w ere soon overflow ing. T h e re  w as also a n  acu te  
w ater sho rtag e , th e  Jap an ese  finally  p assin g  d o w n  tw o 
buckets o f  so iled  w a te r  th a t  w as a lm o st u n d rin k a b le . 
In  sp ite  o f  th is  th e  m en  b eh av ed  ad m irab ly .

T h e  ho ld  w as d iv id e d  in to  tw o  tie rs , th e  u p p e r  
occupied  b y  th e  1st M id d le sex , R oyal E n g in eers  a n d  
Royal S ignals, th e  low er b y  R oyal S cots a n d  R oyal 
A rtillery . T h e  m en  w ere s leep ing  jam m ed  to g e th e r  
on  Jap an ese  ty p e  b ed  p la tfo rm s , a n d  in  th e  n a rro w  
passagew ay in  th e  to p  tie r , a n d  all o v er th e  b o tto m  
o f  th e  h o ld  in  th e  low er tie r . T h e r e  w as c o m m u n ica ­
tion  fro m  th e  low er to  th e  u p p e r  t ie r  b y  m ean s o f 
tw o w ooden  lad d e rs , a n d  f ro m  th e  u p p e r  t ie r  to  th e  
deck b y  th re e  ladders.

By n igh tfa ll, th o u g h  m an y  h a d  th e  su sp ic io n  th a t  
all was n o t w ell, th e  m ajo rity  o f  th e  p riso n e rs  th o u g h t 
th a t e ith e r  th e  sh ip  w o u ld  s ta r t  u p  u n d e r  h e r  ow n 
pow er aga in , w h en  th e  n ecessary  rep a irs  w ere effected 
or th a t  reserve  sh ip s  w o u ld  tak e  o ff th e  Jap an ese  an d  
B ritish . As th e re  was still n o  lis t, th e re  seem ed  no  
cause for a la rm , a n d  in  an y  case m o st o f  th e  m en  h ad  
lifebelts. A t 19.30 h o u rs  a sh ip  cam e a longside , 
an d  gave th e  im p ress io n  th a t  she  h a d  t r ie d  to  take

Jfardi 125

th e  Lisbon M a ru  in  to w  b u t  h a d  failed . Im m e d ia te ly  
th e  Ja p an e se  so ld ie rs  w ere  seen  to  e m b a rk  o n  th e  
rescu e  sh ip . A t th is  p o in t,  N o . 2 H o ld  w as c losed  
a n d  b a tte n e d  d o w n , a n d  ta rp a u lin s  se cu re d  o v e r th e  
h a tc h e s , leav in g  th e  p r iso n e rs  in  p i tc h  d a rk n ess . 
S h o r tly  a fte rw a rd s  th e  sh ip  w as h e a rd  to  cast o ff  an d  
leave th e  Lisbon M a ru .  I t  w as a t  th is  p o in t  th a t  i t  
b ecam e  a p p a re n t  th a t  a ll w as n o t  w ell w ith  th e  
L isbon M a ru .  N o . 3 H o ld  g o t in  to u c h  w ith  C ol. 
S te w a rt b y  ta p p in g  M o rse  o n  th e  c o m m u n ica tio n  
w all, a n d  sa id  th a t  th e y  w ere  m a n n in g  th e  p u m p s  b u t  
w ith o u t  m u c h  success. N o . 1 H o ld  re p o r te d  th a t  
th e y  w ere  b a tte n e d  d o w n  as w ell, a n d  th a t  th e  hea t 
w as b a d . A s tim e  w e n t o n  c o n d itio n s  g rew  w orse . 
A n  o m in o u s  c reak in g  w as h e a rd , as i f  th e  s h ip ’s r ib s  
w e re  b e in g  sq u eezed , a n d  th e re  w as a c o n tin u o u s  
b an g in g , w h ic h  a p p e a re d  to  co m e  fro m  loose ob jec ts  
f lo a tin g  in  a  f lo o d ed  c o m p a r tm e n t.  T h e  h e a t in  
N o . 2 H o ld  w as s tifling , a n d  m en  w ere  h av in g  g rea t 
d ifficu lty  w ith  th e  la tr in e  s itu a tio n . N o . 1 H o ld  
re p o r te d  th a t  o n e  m a n  h a d  d ied  a n d  N o . 3 H o ld  
sa id  th a t  several m en  h a d  co llap sed  a t  th e  p u m p s  fo r 
w a n t o f  a ir. C o l. S te w a rt a tte m p te d  re p e a ted ly  to  
g e t  in  to u c h  w ith  th e  Ja p an e se  a n d  L ie u t.  P o tte r ,  o f  
th e  S t. Jo h n  A m b u lan c e , co n tin u a lly  sp o k e  to  th e  
sen tr ie s  m o u n te d  a t  th e  c o m p an io n w ay  w ith  a n  
L .M .G . ,  b u t  th ey  w o u ld  n o t  p ass  o n  a n y  m essages. 
I t  w as n o w  obv io u s th a t  th e  sh ip  w as l is tin g  c o n ­
s id e rab ly , a n d  i t  seem ed  as i f  she  w o u ld  s in k  w ith  th e  
p r iso n e rs  b a tte n e d  d o w n  in  h e r  h o ld s  like  ra ts . I t  
is u n n ecessa ry  to  en la rg e  o n  th e  fee lings o f  th e  m e n  in  
th e  h o ld s , a n d  th e re  w ere  few  w h o  h o p e d  to  g e t o u t  
a live , b u t  n ev e rth e le ss  th e y  rem a in e d  p e rfe c tly  calm .

A t a b o u t  08 .30  h rs . o n  2 n d , O c to b e r  th e  sh ip  
gave a v e ry  p e rc e p tib le  lu rc h , b u t  th e n  s tead ied . 
A ll th e  tim e  C ol. S te w a rt c o n tin u e d  to  ask  th e  
g u a rd s  to  rem o v e  th e  h a tc h e s , b u t  w as to ld  th a t  
th ey  w o u ld  be  rem o v ed  a t  12.00. A t 09 .00  h rs. 
th e  C o lo n e l, fu lly  rea lis in g  th a t  i t  w as n o w  p ro b ab ly  
o n ly  a m a tte r  o f  m in u te s  b e fo re  th e  sh ip  san k , gave 
o rd e rs  fo r  th e  h o ld  to  b e  b ro k en  o p en . L ie u t.  H o w ell 
R .A .S .C .,  a rm e d  w ith  a  b u tc h e r ’s k n ife , p ro ce e d e d  
to  c u t  o p e n  th e  covers, a n d , fo llow ed  b y  a  few  m en , 
g o t o n  deck , w h e re , in  sp ite  o f  h is  b e in g  sh o t a t, 
a n d  o n e  o r  tw o  m e n  b e in g  h i t ,  in c lu d in g  L ie u t.  
P o tte r ,  h e  o p e n e d  u p  a n  ex it su fficien t fo r  th e  m en  
to  leave th e  h o ld . I n  th e  m ea n tim e , th e  m e n  in  
th e  h o ld , seeing  f igh t fo r  th e  f irs t t im e  fo r  15 h o u rs ,  
rea lised  a t  w h a t a n  ac u te  an g le  th e  sh ip  lay .' F o r  a 
few  seco n d s p a n d e m o n iu m  b ro k e  loose, a n d  i t  w as 
a t o nce  q u e lled , a n d  th e  m en  b eg an  to  sw a rm  o u t  o f  
th e  h o ld  o n  deck . W a te r  b eg an  to  p o u r  in to  th e  
h o ld s  as th e  m en  c lim b ed  o u t ,  a n d  m an y  w ere  
w ash ed  b ack  r ig h t  in to  th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  hol'd. O n  
a rriv a l o n  d eck  th e  C o lone l gave th e  o rd e r  to  a b a n d o n  
sh ip  a n d  th e  sea w as soon  d o tte d  w ith  h e a d s , som e 
sw im m in g , som e o n  d r if tw o o d , som e o n  w o o d en  
la tr in e s , lad d e rs  o r  a n y th in g  th a t  w o u ld  floa t, all 
m ak in g  th e ir  w ay  to w a rd s  th e  sh ip s  th a t  w ere  a 
m ile  o r  tw o  off, o r  to  th e  lan d  a b o u t  e ig h t m iles 
aw ay. A lth o u g h  th e  f irst fee ling  o f  th e  p r iso n e rs  
w h en  th e y  rea c h e d  th e  d eck  f ro m  th e  h o ld s  w as o n e  
o f  re lie f  a t  th e  fre sh  a ir  a n d  d ay lig h t, a lso  th e  p re se n c e  
o f  sh ip s  a n d  lan d  in  s ig h t, th e ir  t ro u b le s  w e re  b y  no  
m ean s ov er. W h e n  C ol. S te w a rt  gave th e  o rd e r  
to  ab a n d o n  sh ip  m an y  o b ey ed , b u t  th e re  w as s till a 
larg e  n u m b e r  w ho  d id  n o t  leave th e  sh ip  a t  once . 
S om e h a d  n o  lifeb elts , som e a p p e a re d  u tte r ly  u n c o n ­
c e rn e d  o f  th e  d a n g e r, especially  as th e  sh ip  h ad  com e 
to  r e s t  o n  a  san d b an k  w ith  its  b ow s in  th e  a ir , an d  
ap p e a re d  likely to  rem a in  th a t  w ay . O f  th ese , m an y
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w e n t d o w n  w ith  th e  sh ip  w h e n  she  to o k  h e r  final 
p lu n g e  a t  a b o u t 11.00 h r s  a n d  w e re  d ro w n e d . E v e n  
th o se  w h o  w ere  in  th e  sea m e t  u n e x p e c te d  d ifficu l­
tie s . M o s t  o f  th o se  w h o  c o u ld  sw im  o r  m ak e  h e a d ­
w ay  a t  all m a d e  fo r  th e  Ja p an e se  sh ip s , e x p e c tin g  to  
b e  ta k e n  o n  b o a rd  a t  o n ce . C ases w e re  f re q u e n t  in  
w h ic h  m e n  w e re  s h o t  a t,  k n o c k e d  o ff  ro p e s , u p s e t  
in to  th e  sea f ro m  ra f ts  a n d  ev en  th re a te n e d  w ith  
p ro p e lle rs . I t  w as  n o t  u n t i l  a p p ro x im a te ly  12.15 h ti1- 
t h a t  th e  Ja p an e se  a p p e a re d  to  a lte r  th e i r  a tt i tu d e  
to w a rd s  th e  p r iso n e rs  a n d  tak e  th e m  o n  b o a rd ,  b u t  
b y  th is  t im e  m an y  h a d  s ta r te d  fo r  th e  s h o re  o r  w ere 
d ro w n e d . . . .  ..

T h o s e  sw im m in g  fo r  th e  is la n d s  h a d  a  d istan ce  
o f  so m e  e ig h t  m iles to  tra v e l, a n d  a t  f ir s t,  g rea tly  
a ss is te d  b y  th e  s tro n g  in sh o re  c u rr e n t,  th e y  m ad e  
e x ce llen t h ead w ay . O n  a rr iv a l a t th e  islan d s  th e m ­
se lv es , h o w e v e r , tw o  d a n g e rs  b ecam e  a p p a re n t ,  th e  
f irs t a  v e ry  s tro n g  c ro ss  c u r r e n t ,  th a t  sw ep t th e  w eak er 
sw im m e rs  r ig h t  p a s t  th e  sh o re  a n d  o u t  to  sea, a n d  
th e  s e co n d , th e  e x cep tio n a lly  s teep  a n d  ro ck y  co ast­
lin e , w h ic h  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  b rea k e rs , m ad e  lan d in g  
v e ry  d ifficu lt. I n  fa c t ,  th o u g h  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  
m e n  a rr iv e d  a t  th e  islan d s  o n ly  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  few  
m a n a g e d  to  la n d , a n d  o f  th e s e  th e  m a jo r ity  ow e th e ir  
fives to  C h in e se  w h o  p ick e d  th e m  u p  in  th e  w a te r  
in  sam p an s . A n  eye w itn ess , L ie u t.  B a ird , R .E .,  
w h o  w as sw e p t o u t  t o  sea  a n d  n o t  re sc u e d  u n til  n ea rly  
m id n ig h t,  s ta te d  th a t  h u n d re d s  o f  b o d ies  f lo a ted  
p a s t  h im . ,

B e fo re  c lo s in g  th is  a c co u n t, m e n tio n  m u s t  oe 
m a d e  o f  th e  t re a tm e n t  rec e iv ed  b y  th e  p riso n e rs  
w h e n  th e y  le f t  th e  w a te r. T h o s e  o n  th e  sh ip s  rece iv ed  
fa ir  t re a tm e n t.  T h o u g h  v e ry  sc an tily  d re s se d  at 
lea s t th re e  m e n  d ie d  la te r  a t  sea f ro m  ex p o su re  
th e y  m an a g e d  to  g e t d ry  in  th e  s u n  a n d  w ere  g iven  
c ig a re tte s , sm a ll q u a n titie s  o f  h o t  m ilk , a n d  a  tew  
b isc u its . T h e s e  m eag re  ra t io n s  w e re  a ll t h a t  w ere  
issu e d  o u t  tw ice  d a ily  to  th e  p r iso n e rs  w h ils t  th ey  
r e m a in e d  o n  b o a rd . A t n ig h t,  d u e  to  th e  in te n se  
c o ld , so m e  o f  th e  m o re  s ick  m en  w ere  p u t  be lo w , 
th e  re m a in d e r  s leep in g  o n  deck . I n  fa irn ess  to  th e  
Ja p an e se , i t  m u s t  b e  s ta te d  th a t  th e re  w as n o t  ro o m  
fo r  all p r iso n e rs  b e lo w  th e  deck . T h e  m e n  w h o  
la n d e d  o n  th e  islan d s  rec e iv ed  a sp le n d id  w elcom e 
fro m  th e  C h in e se , w h o  fed  a n d  c lo th e d  th e m  as 
b e s t  th e y  c o u ld , a n d  d id  a ll th a t  th e ir  l im ite d  m ean s 
w o u ld  a llow  to  m ak e  th e  m e n  c o m fo rta b le  u n t i l  th ey  
w ere  tak e n  o ff  b y  th e  Ja p an e se  p a tro l  sh ip s  o n  
3 rd , O c to b e r  1942- T h e  d ay s  3 rd  O c to b e r  to  4 th  
w e re  sp e n t  c o llec tin g  to g e th e r  su rv iv o rs , a n d  o n  
5 th  O c to b e r  th e  re m n a n ts  o f  th e  p r iso n e rs  o f  w ar 
w h o  h a d  le ft H o n g  K o n g  o n  th e  Lisbon M a ru  
a sse m b le d  a t  W ess in g , b u t  o f  th e  1,800 m e n  w h o  
h a d  e m b a rk e d , o n ly  9 5 °  w e re  p re s e n t  to  an sw er 
th e i r  nam es. T h e  M id d le sex  h a d  lo s t th re e  officers 
a n d  151 o th e r  ran k s  f ro m  th e i r  d ra f t  o f  te n  officers 
a n d  350 o th e r  ran k s . ,

S o  e n d e d  a n  e p iso d e  in  w h ic h  a ll w h o  to o k  p a r t  
m ay  fee l ju stif iab ly  p ro u d ,  b u t  a lso  a t ra g e d y  w h ich  
m o s t p a rt ic ip a n ts  w ish  to  fo rg e t.

M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  N O T E S

P A R T Y  T O  O U R  F A R  E A S T  P R I S O N E R S  O F  W A R

A  v e ry  su ccessfu l p a r ty  w as g iv en  to  o u r  F a r  E a s t 
p r iso n e rs  o f  w a r a n d  re la tiv es  a t  In g fis  B arrack s  o n  
1 5 th  D e c e m b e r , 1945- O v e r  1,100 v is ito rs , w h o  
in c lu d e d  th e  L o rd  L ie u te n a n t  a n d  local M a y o rs ,

t a r a i

w ere  e n te r ta in e d . M a jo r  C la rk , O .C .R .D .P .,  made 
m o st e x c e lle n t a rra n g e m e n ts ,  a ss is te d  b y  M rs . T id- 
b u ry ,  fo r  th e  e n te r ta in m e n t o f  th o se  w h o  attended. 
T h e r e  w as a h u g e  t e a ,  a n d  a c o n ju re r  a n d  P u n c h  and 
J u d y  sh o w  h e lp e d  to  e n te r ta in  th e  p a rty .

F in a lly , th e  C h ris tm a s  tre e  w as d isc lo sed , holding 
a to y  fo r  ev e ry  ch ild  a tte n d in g  th e  p a rty . A  large 
n u m b e r  o f  th ese  to y s  w ere  free  g ifts  co llec ted  by 
M rs . T id b u ry .  T h e y  w e re  o f  e x ce llen t q u a lity  and 
v e ry  m u c h  a p p re c ia te d  b y  th e  rec ip ie n ts , w h o , in 
so m e  cases, re q u ir e d  a lit tle  g en tle  re s tra in in g  during 
th e  p rese n ta tio n .

W e w ere  all d e lig h te d  to  see ho w  w ell o u r  form er 
p r iso n e rs  o f  w a r looked . O u r  th a n k s  a re  d u e  to  Mrs. 
T id b u ry  a n d  M a jo r  C la rk  a n d  th e ir  num erous 
a s s is ta n ts  fo r  th e  m ag n ific e n t e ffo rt th e y  m ad e  at a 
m o s t d ifficu lt t im e  to  p ro d u c e  su c h  ex cellen t results.

A  p h o to g ra p h  o f  som e o f  th o se  in v o lv ed  in  the 
o rg an isa tio n  o f  th e  p a rty  ap p e a rs  o p p o site . I t  is not 
a v e ry  goo d  o n e , b u t  th e  p h o to g ra p h e r  w as troubled 
b y  som e tech n ic a l d ifficu lties.

T H E  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T A L  S O C I A L  
S C H E M E

T h e  g en e ra l m ee tin g  re p o r te d  in  th e  la s t num ber 
o f  T h e  D ie -H a rd s  b o re  f ru i t.  A lrea d y  five social 
c lu b s  h av e  c o m m e n c ed  to  fu n c tio n . I t  is hoped 
b e fo re  long  th a t  m an y  m o re  w ill h ave  s ta r te d . I t  is 
a lso  h o p e d  th a t  o u r  rea d e rs  w ill give th e m  every 
su p p o rt  a n d  see th a t  th o se  w h o  a re  n o t  aw are  o f  their 
ex is ten ce  a re  in fo rm e d  a cco rd in g ly . T h e  branches 
w ith  t h e  n am es o f  th o se  r u n n in g  th e m  a re  g iv en  in  the 
f ro n t  o f  th e  m ag az in e  u n d e r  th e  h ea d in g  “  Regimental 
F ix tu re s .”  R e a d e rs  a re  ask ed  to  re m e m b e r  th a t  the 
sc h em e  w as in te n d e d  to  b e  r u n  o n  a  geographical 
bas is  ra th e r  th a n  a  U n i t  o n e . T h i s  p o in t  h as , to  some 
e x te n t ,  b e e n  lo st s ig h t of. H o w e v e r, th e  g rea t thing 
is to  fo llow  u p  th e  s ta r t  m ad e  b y  th o se  responsible 
fo r  th e  p re s e n t  p ro g ress .

D E M A N D S  O N  A S S O C I A T I O N  F U N D S  
C O N T I N U E  T O  B E  H E A V Y

E ig h ty -n in e  p o u n d s  w e re  s p e n t  in  g iv in g  assistance 
to  e ig h te e n  cases in  D e c e m b e r , 19455 an£^ a t t*I?e 
o f  w ritin g  th ese  n o tes  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  th a t  the 
d e m a n d  fo r  J a n u a ry  w ill b e  h e a v ie r  still. Donations 
a n d  s u b sc r ip tio n s  a re  b e in g  rec e iv ed , a n d  i t  is a pity 
th a t  space  does n o t a llow  u s  to  a ck n o w led g e  them  in 
th ese  c o lu m n s , b u t  th e  n eed  fo r  c o n tin u e d  financial 
su p p o rt  rem a in s  as u rg e n t  as ever.

D R U M M E R  S T A G P O O L E ,  V . C .

M rs . D ix o n , o f  29 , L a n c o te  G ro v e , T r e n t  Bridge, 
N o tt in g h a m , th e  d a u g h te r  o f  D ru m m e r  Stagpoole, 
h as  b e e n  in  to u c h  w ith  th e  E d ito r  fo r  som e tim e  now 

S h e  is n a tu ra lly  a n n o y e d  w ith  th e  D a ily  Mirrffl 
a n d  a n o th e r  p a p e r ,  fo r  s ta tin g  th a t  a M rs . E . Potter, 
o f  N e w  Z e a la n d  S q u a re , w as th e  f irs t w o m an  w 
p re se n t  a V ic to ria  C ro ss  to  th e  R e g im e n t in  whicn 
i t  w as w o n , w h e n  th e  h o n o u r  o f  b e in g  th e  first to 0 
so  b e lo n g s to  h e r. , _T »  . rhf

H e r  fa th e r ,  i t  m ay  b e  rec a lle d , w o n  th e  V .C . in m 
M a o ri W a r  in  1864. In c id e n ta lly  in  th e  sam e cam­
p a ig n  h e  w o n  th e  D .C .M . H e  w as a lso  granted 
L ie u te n a n t’s c o m m iss io n  b y  Q u e e n  V ic to ria , 
fo r  reaso n s o f  h is  o w n  d e c lin ed  to  a c ce p t it.

A fte r  h e r  fa th e r ’s d e a th , M rs . D ix o n  p rese n ted  m 
d e c o ra tio n s  a n d  m ed a ls  to  th e  O fficers’ M e ss  of 
i s t  B a tta lio n , w h e re  th e y  h ave  re m a in e d  ev e r since-

j L J J ,3 rds
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I t  is  h o p e d  th a t  th e y  a re  safe  w ith  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n  
s ilv er rec o v e re d  f ro m  S in g ap o re .

M a n y  o f  th e  d e a d  h e ro ’s d e sc e n d a n ts  h av e  d is­
t in g u ish e d  th em se lv e s  in  su b s e q u e n t  w a rs , b u t  o f  all 
th e  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  sh e  h as  s u b m itte d  so  fa r  th e  
fo llo w in g  e x tra c t  f ro m  o n e  o f  h e r  le tte rs  m ak es  th e  
g re a te s t ap p e a l :— “  T h e  d a u g h te r  o f  m y  e ld e s t 
b ro th e r  w as v e ry  b ra v e  in  th e  ra id  o n  A ld e rs h o t  ; 
she  s u m m o n e d  th e  a m b u la n c es , te n d e d  th e  w o u n d e d , 
a n d  c o llec ted  h o t  w a te r  b o ttle s  a n d  b lan k e ts  r ig h t  
th ro u g h  th e  ra id  (b e in g  in ju re d  h e rs e lf) ,  a n d  o n ly  
f if teen  y e a rs  o f  age. S h e  w as p re s e n te d  w ith  a lovely  
b ro o c h  a few  w eeks la te r  fo r  h e r  c o u ra g e .”

M rs . D ix o n , in d e e d , h as  rea so n  to  b e  p ro u d  o f  h e r  
fam ily , a n d  so  h av e  w e.

L E T T E R  R E C E I V E D  B Y  T H E  E D I T O R

‘ ‘ E S P R I T  D E  C O R P S ”
S ir,

On perusing the D a ily  Telegraph  recently I 
observed a notice in the Personal Column requesting 
that ex-members of the Regiment should communi­
cate with the Secretary of the Regimental Association.

It gave me food for thought. In older days such a 
notice would never have been seen in the Press, and 
I pondered on the causes of the necessity for such 
a publication. I have come to the conclusipn that, 
largely, the fact that men have lost touch with the 
Regiment is due to the system of inter-posting 
regimentally of all personnel during the recent war.
I am of the opinion, from experience as an R.H.U., 
Staff Officer, that a large number of men, especially 
the younger and temporary soldiers, were “ browned 
off ” by finding themselves posted hither and 
thither, frequently several times.

In September, 1945, I happened to be on leave 
in U.K., and had occasion to be in Liverpool Street 
Station. There, on the bookstall, I saw for sale a 
copy of T h e  D ie - H a r d s .  This caused me some 
surprise ; subsequently I found out the reason. I 
travelled back to Germany in the company of an 
Officer of the Regiment, and I asked him if he knew 
the explanation. He told me that the numbers of 
copies printed had far exceeded the demand. I 
could, therefore, only conclude that large numbers 
of the men in the Battalions concerned were “ posted” 
men and not men of the Regiment.

However, the existence of the Regimental spirit 
among the men of the Regiment is far from dead 
as the following experience will show.

In the earlier period of the late war I was Adjutant 
of a Pioneer Group. There were sixteen Labour 
Companies in this Group. When a more active 
phase set in, and the Dunkirk epic was being created, 
these companies were withdrawn from the Group, 
and four Companies of Reservists were taken on 
strength. The Group became an Infantry Battalion 
and, as such, became a unit of what was known as 
“ Dig ” Force. , , .

T h e s e  rese rv is ts , o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e i r  age a n d  th e ir  
o u t-o f -d a te  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  m ac h in e  g u n ,  w ere  
P io n e e rs . I n  o n e  C o m p a n y  th e re  w as a p la to o n  o f  
th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t. M y  C o lo n e l, m y se lf, 
a n d  th e  Q u a r te rm a s te r  h a d  n e v e r  seen  th ese  m en  
b e f o r e ; b u t  i t  w as a g ra n d  fee lin g  to  n o tic e  th e ir  
e x p ress io n s  a n d  h e a r  th e i r  rem a rk s  w h e n  th e y  fo u n d  
th a t  th e y  h a d  tw o  officers o f  th e  R e g im e n t w ith  
th e m . T h e y  w e re  “  g ra n d  b lo k es  ”  a n d  th o se  w ho  
re m a in e d  ab le  to  leave F ra n c e  o n  17 th  J u n e , 
1940, fe lt  th a t  th e y  h a d  d o n e  a g o o d  job .

A g a in , ju s t  p r io r  to  th e  fam o u s  D -D a y ,  I  was 
in  c o m m a n d  o f  a S u b  U n i t  in  a n  R .H .U . The 
R .H .U . w as a sse m b lin g  all b ran c h e s  o f  th e  Service. 
A m o n g  In fa n try  U n i ts  w as th e  H .L . I .  I  received 
a sm a ll d e p u ta t io n  o f  th e  m e n  o f  th e  M iddlesex 
R e g im e n t,  w h o  h a d  su d d e n ly  b e e n  tra n s fe r re d  to 
th e  H .L .I .  T h e y  w e re  u n h a p p y  a n d  p lea d e d  with 
m e  to  g e t th e m  b a c k  to  th e i r  o w n  R e g im e n t. I  was, 
in d e e d , so rry  fo r  th e m . A fte r  a ll, th e re  is little 
c o n n e c tio n  re g im en ta lly  b e tw e e n  th e  H .L .I .  and 
th e  D u k e  o f  C a m b rid g e ’s O w n . I t  w as ev en  difficult 
fo r  o u r  M id d le sex  m e n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  “  doon 
th e  w a— e r ”  a c ce n t o f  G lasg o w . I  c o u ld  well 
sy m p a th ise  w ith  th e m , b u t  I  w as c o m p e lle d  to 
in fo rm  th e m  th a t  th e  “  ex igences o f  th e  Service,” 
e tc ., e tc . I e x h o r te d  th e m  to  k eep  u p  th e  sp ir it  of 
th e  b a d g e , b u t ,  alas ! th e y  h a d  to  ch a n g e  th e ir  cap 
b ad g es.

T h is  R .H .U . ,  w i th  w h ic h  I  a m  s till  a S ta ff  Officer, 
has  h a n d le d , f ro m  th e  d a te  o f  i ts  fo rm a tio n  in  M arch, 
1944, to  31st Ju ly , 1945, in  p o s tin g s  :—

O fficers. O .R .s. 
U .K . to  5 th  O c t.,  1944 • • 417 17*627
N .-W . E . to  31 st J u ly , 1945 • • 1*261 34*983

T o ta ls  . .  . .  1*878 52,610

T h e r e  w e re  o th e r  p e rso n n e l h a n d le d  b y  the 
R .H .U . , fo r  acco m m o d a tio n , e tc . ,  b u t  n o t  tak en  on 
s tre n g th , b r in g in g  th e  ag g reg a te  to ta l  to  31 st July, 
1945 : O fficers, 2 ,157  ; O .R .s , 56,268. I t  is no t a 
m a t te r  o f  in te re s t  as fa r  as th is  a rtic le  is concerned 
to  d ea l w ith  th e  f igu res s in ce  3 1 st Ju ly , 1945, to 
d a te , b u t  th e  R .H .U . is  s ti ll  h a rd  a t  w o rk .

O f  th e s e  n u m b e rs  q u o te d  ab o v e , m an y  w ere  men 
o f  th e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t, a n d , w h e n e v e r  possible, 
I  h av e  m ad e  i t  m y  esp ec ia l b u s in e ss  to  see th e m , and 
I  h av e  alw ays h e a rd  th e  sam e p la in t ,  “  I  w a n t  to  go 
b ack  to  m y  o w n  R e g im e n t.”  T h e r e ,  th e n ,  is  proof 
e n o u g h  th a t  th e  “  D ie  H ard  ”  s p ir i t  w ill  d ie  hard.

I n  c o n c lu s io n , I  w o u ld  m e n tio n  th a t  m y  present
C .S .M . is e x -M id d le se x , a n d  w e b o th  h o p e  to  be 
p re s e n t  a t  th e  f irs t p o s t-w a r  O ld  C o m ra d e s ’ Dinner. 
I  fee l s u re  t h a t  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  R eg im en ts 
A sso c ia tio n  w ill n o t  h av e  to  go  to  “  P re ss  ”  to  find 
th e  m e n  w h o  h av e  “  lo s t to u c h  ”  th ro u g h  n o  fau lt 0! 
th e i r  o w n , in  th e  fu tu re . F ro m  m y  e x p e rien ce  here 
I  know  th a t  th e  R e g im e n ta l S p iri t  is s ti ll  strong .

Y o u rs  s in cerely ,
G . S t ew a r t  Su th e r l a n d , M ajor.

1st  B A T T A L I O N  N E W S

T h e  e n d  o f  th e  m o m e n to u s  y e a r, 1945* fo u n d  the 
B a tta lio n  s till  o c c u p y in g  its  r e q u is it io n e d  b ille ts  in 
L ü b e c k . I n  th is  w e c o u n t  ou rse lv es  fo rtu n a te ,  tor 
m an y  o f  th e  o th e r  B a tta lio n s  o f  th e  D iv is io n  ha« 
b e e n  m o v ed  a b o u t  a n d  sp re a d  o v e r th e  countryside, 
to  m e e t  th e  d e c re a s in g  size o f  th e  A rm y  o f  Occupa- 
tio n . W e , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d ,  h av e  rem a in e d  con­
c e n tra te d  in  b ille ts  w e  h av e  o c c u p ie d  fo r s ix  monttf 
a n d  h av e  b e e n  ab le  to  en jo y  th e  b en efits  o f  th e  pre­
p a ra tio n s  w h ic h  w ere  m ad e  to  m ee t th e  cond itions 0 
w in te r . N o t  t h a t  w e h ave  b e e n  e n tire ly  w ith o u t 01» 
tro u b le s . T h e  h e a tin g  in  v a rio u s  b ille ts  has  broKej 
d o w n  fro m  tim e  to  tim e . T h e r e  is a shortage 
e lec tric  lig h t  b u lb s  a n d  a so m ew h at irre g u la r  suppi) 
o f  e lec tric  c u rre n t.  B u t th ese  t ro u b le s  w e  share ij 
c o m m o n  w ith  e v e ry o n e  else. W e h ave  b e e n  sparen 
th e  d isc o u ra g em e n t o f  w o rk in g  h a rd  to  m ak e  0
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selves a t  h o m e , o n ly  to  b e  m o v ed , w h e n  a ll is 
fin ish ed , to  n ew  q u a rte rs  w h e re  th e  w o rk  has to  be  
b eg u n  all o ver again.

O n  th e  w h o le  it h as  b e e n  a q u ie t  tim e . T h e  
fro n tie r  p o s t is s till m a n n e d , b u t  th e  size o f  th e  
g u a rd  has b een  red u c e d . L in e  c ro ss in g  is  still n o t 
officially a llow ed  b u t  w ith  th e  re d u c e d  g u a rd , a n d  
few er p o s ts , i t  is n o t  p o ssib le  to  s to p  it aw ay fro m  
th e  b a rr ie rs  th em se lv es . T h e re  is, o f  co u rse , less 
excuse fo r  illegal traffic  n o w  as ex ch an g e  a rra n g e ­
m en ts  a re  p ro g re ss in g  a n d  th e re  is official p o sta l 
c o m m u n ica tio n  be tw een  th e  d iffe ren t zones.

A n ti-c rim e  p a tro ls  h ave  b e e n  o u r  o th e r  h eavy  
co m m itm en t. D u r in g  D e c e m b e r  th e re  w as a co n ­
ce rted  d riv e  a g a in st th is  th ro u g h o u t th e  w ho le  
“  K re is  ”  a rea , w ith  c o n s ta n t p a tro llin g  a n d  check ing . 
T h is  fo llow ed a r ec o rd  m o n th  o f  c rim e, b o th  p e tty  a n d  
v io len t, w h ich  w as th re a te n in g  to  g e t o u t  o f  h an d . 
S ince th e  D e c e m b e r  d riv e  v io len t c rim e  has  fallen  
off co nsiderab ly . M o st ro b b e rie s , b u rg la rie s  and  
th iev in g  w h ich  o ccu r a re  c o n cern ed  w ith  food  an d  
c lo th ing  an d  m u ch  o f  th e  s to len  p ro p e r ty  fin d s  its 
way o n  to  th e  b lack  m ark e t.

T u rn in g  to  m o re  d o m es tic  m a tte rs  w e h av e  f irst 
to  rec o rd  a n u m b e r  o f  aw ard s  d eserv ed ly  g a in e d  b y  
officers a n d  o th e r  ran k s  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  fo r  th e ir  
services d in in g  th e  N o r th -W e s t  E u ro p e  C am p a ig n . 
M ajo r W . D . E llis , M a jo r  G . H . T o w n e n d , C ap t. 
J . L . H a rd in g , Sg t. H . H a re  (“ A ”  C o m p a n y ), C p l.
H . M c N e e  (B atta lio n  H .Q .)  a n d  P te . F . W a itin g  
have all rece iv ed  a M e n tio n  in  D esp a tch es . In  
a d d itio n , 26 o th e r  ran k s  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  h ave  rece ived  
th e  G .O .C .s  certificate .

T h e  q u es tio n  o f  release  d o m in a tes  m o st o f  o u r  
th o u g h ts  th ese  days, w h e th e r  w e v iew  it  fro m  th e  
p o in t o f  v iew  o f  th e  fo rtu n a te s  w ho  a re  sh o rtly  to  
go, o r  f ro m  th a t  o f  th e  u n fo rtu n a te s  w h o  h av e  to  
w restle w ith  th e  p ro b le m s o f  d im in ish in g  n u m b ers , 
lack o f  tra d e sm e n  a n d  specialists  a n d  a slugg ish  
decrease in  c o m m itm en ts . O u r  feelings o n  saying  
good-bye  to  each  a g e -g ro u p  a re  necessarily  m ixed . 
I t  is sad  to  see th e  b rea k -u p  o f  a b o d y  o f  m en  w ho  
have b een  to g e th e r  in  som e cases fo r  m o re  th a n  
five years, w hose ties  o f  f rie n d sh ip  h ave  b een  
s tren g th en ed  b y  th e  su ffering  a n d  e x h ila ra tio n  o f  
battle. A t th e  sam e tim e  it  is a w elcom e s ig n  o f  
re tu rn in g  peace a n d  a p ro m ise  to  th o se  in  la te r  age- 
groups th a t  th e ir  tu rn  is s tead ily  co m in g  closer. W e 
can, how ever, s incerely  say  g o o d -b y e  a n d  goo d  lu ck  
to  each  ag e -g ro u p  as i t  com es u p  fo r release.

T h e  B atta lio n  has  rece ived  a few  ad d itio n s  to  
its s tre n g th . L ie u t.  J . S o w ard , L ie u t. L . C h a m b e r-  
lain an d  L ie u t.  K . T o rre n s -S p e n c e  h ave  re tu rn e d  
to  us f ro m  E n g la n d  a fte r  leav ing  th e  B atta lion  
sh o rtly  a fte r  th e  en d  o f  th e  f igh ting . W ith  th em  
have com e L ie u t. J . S m ith , L ie u t.  C . A u s tin , L ieu t. 
M . L e o n a rd  a n d  L ie u t. A . B irks. A  sm all n u m b er  
o f o th e r  ran k  re in fo rcem en ts  h av e  also  com e, b u t 
they  a re  in  n o  w ay  sufficien t to  co m p en sa te  fo r  o u r 
losses.

L ie u t. A u s tin  a n d  a p a rty  o f  e ig h t o th e r  ran k s  a re  
a t p re se n t aw ay fro m  th e  B a tta lio n  as g u ests  o f  th e  
A rm y o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  A m erica  in  th e ir  zone 
o f  occu p atio n . In  r e tu rn , th e  B a tta lio n  is e n te r­
ta in in g  an  A m erican  officer a n d  th re e  N .C .O .s . 
T h e re  is n o t  a g rea t deal o f  ac tiv ity  fo r  th e m  to 
w atch  o r  take p a rt  in ,  b u t  as th e y  a re  no rm a lly  
sta tio n ed  o u t in  th e  c o u n try  i t  is  a ch an g e  fo r  th em  
to  have tim e  to  th em se lv es  in  a to w n , a n d  th e  o p p o r­
tu n ity  fo r  a n  ex ch an g e  o f  view s has  p ro v ed  in te res tin g .

I n  the  sp o rtin g  w o rld  th e  B atta lio n  has en te red

e n th u s ia s tica lly  in to  all fo rm s  o f  sp o rt  tak in g  p lace, 
a n d , o n  th e  w h o le , has  en jo y ed  co n s id e rab le  success. 
U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  s ta r  a th le te s , w h o  h av e  b een  th e  
m a in s ta y  o f  team s o v e r th e  las t few  y ea rs , a re  all 
rap id ly  d isa p p e a rin g  a n d  w e sha ll h ave  to  look  for 
n e w  m a te ria l a m o n g s t fu tu re  d ra f ts  i f  w e a re  to  
m a in ta in  o u r  re p u ta tio n .

S o cce r, as a lw ays, has  h e ld  th e  f irs t  p lace  in  
sp o rtin g  in te re s t. W e h a d  h ig h  h o p es  o f  g o in g  a 
lo n g  w ay  w ith  a s tro n g , w e ll- te s te d  team . U n fo r ­
tu n a te ly  c irc u m sta n ce s  c o n sp ire d  to  g ive  u s  a w eak 
tea m  in  th e  f irs t ro u n d  o f  th e  B rig ad e  K .O . C o m ­
p e ti t io n  a n d  w e w e re  b e a te n  b y  th e  H .L .I .  T h re e  
leagues h av e  b e e n  ru n  in  th e  a rea . I n  th e  f irst w e 
f in ish ed  seco n d  to  th e  H .L .I .  S g t. B. B e n n e tt was 
th e  c h ie f  goa l sco re r  in  th is  league  w ith  23 to  h is  
c r e d i t ; o th e r  h ig h  sco re rs  w ere  : S g t. L . C o m p to n  
12, S g t. W . B arley  6 , a n d  L /C p l.  Jo n e s  5. W e w on 
th e  seco n d  leag u e , in  w h ic h  L /C p l.  Jo n es  w as th e  
to p  sco re r  w ith  8 goals to  h is  c re d it. I n  th e  th ird  
league  w e w ere  fo u r th , P te . E g g le to n  to p p in g  th e  
sco rin g  w ith  8 goals. T h e r e  w ere  a b o u t tw elve 
tea m s in  each  league.

S g t. C o m p to n  sp en t a lo n g  p e rio d  aw ay  fro m  th e  
B a tta lio n , a tta c h e d  to  th e  B .A .O .R . T ra in in g  C en tre . 
F ro m  th e re , a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  firs t-c la ss  p ro fess io n a l 
fo o tb a lle rs, h e  h as  tak e n  p a r t  in  a  series o f  gam es all 
o v er th e  c o n tin e n t  a g a in st v is itin g  tea m s .

L a tte r ly , w e h ave  h a d  so jne g o o d  m a tc h e s  w ith  
G e rm a n  tea m s, w in n in g  tw o  gam es o u t  o f  th re e . 
G e rm a n  sp e c ta to rs  sh o w  g re a t  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  tu rn  
u p  to  w a tc h  in  g rea t s tre n g th .

W ith in  th e  B a tta lio n  “  D  ”  (H eav y  M o rta r)  
C o m p a n y  w o n  th e  B ak er C u p  fro m  “  H .Q .”  C o m ­
p a n y  a n d  a t  p re se n t  th e re  a re  a n  in te r -C o m p a n y  
s ix -a -s id e  a n d  a n  in te r -C o m p a n y  e le v e n -a -s id e  in  
p ro g ress .

T h e  B a tta lio n  H o ck ey  tea m  has  h a d  a  v e ry  goo d  
season. M a jo r  A . R . K li tz  a n d  Sg t. B e n so n  C o o p er 
w e n t w ith  an  8 C o rp s  s id e  to  C o p e n h a g e n , a side 
w h ic h  in c lu d e d  in te rn a tio n a ls  a n d  c o u n ty  p layers. 
I n  th e  local g a rriso n  league  w e h ave  n o t  lo st a m a tc h  
a n d  h av e  o n ly  d ra w n  one . A g a in st th e  G e rm a n s  w e 
h ave  w o n  o n e  m a tc h  a n d  d ra w n  a seco n d . T h e  
in te r-C o m p a n y  leag u e , b esides p ro d u c in g  som e 
e x c itin g  gam es, has in tro d u c e d  th e  g am e to  m a n y 
n ew  m en  a n d  m ad e  i t  po ssib le  to  m a in ta in  th e  
reg u la r  B a tta lio n  tea m  in  sp ite  o f  d e m o b ilisa tio n .

R u g g e r  fu n c tio n s  b y  fits a n d  s ta rts . C a p t. R . M . L . 
A n d e rso n  d isap p ea rs  f ro m  th e  B a tta lio n  f ro m  tim e  
to  tim e  to  p lay  fo r  th e  D iv is io n , th e  c o m b in e d  
S c o ttish  D iv is io n s’ tea m , o r  th e  R h in e  A rm y . P te . 
J o h n s  a lso  p lay ed  in  th e  D iv isio n a l tria ls . T h e  
B a tta lio n  tea m  (very  m u c h  s c ra tch e d  to g e th e r  a n d  
w ith o u t  C a p t. A n d erso n ) w e n t d o w n  h eav ily  to  th e  
D iv is io n a l R ecce R e g t., b u t ,  re in fo rc e d , en jo y ed  tw o  
c lose gam es a g a in st a  local nava l team .

A fte r  a n  ea sy  w in  in  th e  B rig ad e  c ro s s -c o u n try  
c h a m p io n sh ip  o u r  tea m  w e n t fo rw a rd  to  th e  8 C o rp s  
D is tr ic t  C h am p io n sh ip  to  re p re se n t  th e  B rig ad e . In  
th is  c o n te s t w e  cam e 4 th  o u t  o f  15 tea m s  ; P te . 
S ta lla rd  cam e in  16th  a n d  P te . A . C o o k  3 3 rd  o u t  o f  
225 ru n n e rs . I n  th e  D iv isio n a l in d iv id u a l c h a m p - 
p io n sh ip  L /C p l.  N .  B ell cam e  7 th  a n d  P te . S. 
F le tc h e r  8 th . L  C p l. B ell w as in c lu d e d  in  th e  
D iv isio n a l tea m  fo r  th e  R h in e  A rm y  C h am p io n sh ip .

So f a r  th e re  h av e  b een  n o  b o x in g  co m p e titio n s , 
b u t  th e re  is a tea m  in  tra in in g  fo r  a m a tc h  sh o rtly ’ 
M o s t o f  th e  tea m  w ill b e  m ak in g  farew ell ap p earan ces,
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G erm an a n d  B a tta lio n  H o ckey  T e a m , Decem ber , 1945.

C h ristm as D a y  a t  the R u ssian  Frontier.

Officers H o ckey  T ea m  v . O .R .s ,  B o x in g  D a y ,  1945.

in c lu d in g  C a p t. D .  L u c k ,  L ie u t .  S tu b b s , M .C .,  
S g t. B a x te r, a n d  P te .  L a w re n c e . A s i t  s ta n d s , th e  
tea m  is a s tro n g  one  a n d  w e lo o k  fo r  a  w in .

T h e r e  has  b e e n  a c e rta in  a m o u n t  o f  e n th u s ia sm  
fo r  b a d m in to n  a n d  m a tc h e s  h av e  b e e n  p lay e d  aga inst

8 C o rp s  H .Q .,  w h o  b e a t u s ,  a n d  10 H .L . I . ,  w hom  
w e  b e a t. A  B a tta lio n  d o u b le s  c h a m p io n sh ip  was 
w o n  b y  a “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  p a ir ,  L /C p l .  B a rh a m  and 
P te . Je n n in g s , w h o  b e a t a s tr ic tly  “  Q  ”  pair, 
R .Q .M .S .  S tra c h a n  a n d  C p l. J. W ills.

T a b le  te n n is  is p lay e d  v ig o ro u s ly  in  all th e  M esses 
a n d  th e  A lb u h e ra  C lu b  a n d  th e  B a tta lio n  tu rn s  out 
s tro n g  tea m s to  tak e  p a r t  in  th e  th re e  g a rr iso n  leagues, 
in  w in c h  w e  a re  m o re  th a n  h o ld in g  o u r  ow n .

A ro u n d  th e  C o m p a n ie s  th e  s to ry  is m a in ly  o n e  of 
d e p a r tu re s  a n d  s p o rt in g  ac tiv ities .

“ A ”  C o m p a n y  h av e  lo st 31 m em b e rs  since 
O c to b e r,  in c lu d in g  su c h  n o tab ilit ie s  as C p l. B a rtle tt, 
S g t. F re e m a n , S g t. E n s to n e , C /S g t .  M ackenzie , 
C p l. F o s te r ,  H a r ry  L id b e tte r ,  N a s h  a n d  R o b erts . 
T h e y  also  feel th e  loss o f  C .S .M . C re e , w h o , a lth o u g h  
h e  w as n o t w ith  th e  C o m p a n y  fo r lo n g , w as very 
p o p u la r  a n d  a g re a t  c h a ra c te r . H is  p lace  h a s  been 
tak e n  b y  C .S .M . G o u ld , f ro m  “  B ”  C o m p a n y , who 
is o n e  o f  th e  o ld es t m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  and 
v e ry  w elcom e. E ig h t o th e r  re in fo rc e m e n ts  have 
d o n e  th e i r  b e s t  to  rep lace  th o se  o n  release .

I n  g am es th e  C o m p a n y  h as  m an a g e d  to  h o ld  its 
o w n , w ith o u t rea c h in g  th e  c h a m p io n sh ip  class. In  
b a sk e t b a ll  th e  tw o  tea m s f in ish ed  4 th  a n d  7th 
resp ec tiv e ly . I n  th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  h o ck ey  the 
te a m  is  so  far u n b e a te n , b u t  h as  on ly  p lay e d  two 
m a tch es. T h e  C o m p a n y  has c o n tr ib u te d  a  very 
fa ir  q u o ta  o f  m e n  to  a ll th e  B a tta lio n  team s.

“  B ”  C o m p a n y  h av e , lo st tw o  o f  th e ir  o ldest 
m em b e rs  in  Sg t. L . P ag e  a n d  L  S g t. A . A ld ridge , 
b o th  o f  w h o m  h a d  b e e n  w ith  th e  C o m p a n y  fo r over 
six  y ea rs  a n d  w ere  e x trem e ly  p o p u la r  th ro u g h o u t  the 
B a tta lio n . S g t. B. B e n n e tt is a n o th e r  g rea t loss. 
H e  h as  p lay e d  c e n tre  fo rw a rd  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  for 
sev era l years a n d  w as u n lu ck y  e n o u g h  to  b rea k  his 
leg  in  o n e  o f  th e  rec e n t gam es a g a in st th e  G erm ans.

I n  th e  sp o rtin g  w o rld  th e  C o m p a n y  h a s  been 
fa ir ly  successfu l. T h e  so ccer tea m  sh o w ed  m uch 
k een n ess  a n d  m o s t o f  th e  tea m  a re  in  h ig h  age-g roups, 
w h ic h  a u g u rs  w ell fo r  th e  fu tu re . T h e  h o ck ey  team  
is sim ila rly  co m p o sed  a n d  h a s  p ro v e d  so m e th in g  of 
a “  d a rk  h o rse  ”  in  th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  league, 
sp rin g in g  tw o  u n e x p e c te d  w ins  in  n o  u n certa in  
m a n n e r  o n  its  o p p o n e n ts .

“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  h ave  lo st th e ir  C o m p a n y  C om ­
m a n d e r , M a jo r  J. R e d m a n , th e ir  C .S .M ., C .S .M . 
D u ffey , a n d  th e  C /S g t .,  C /S g t .  F e a rn s id e . T h e ir  
p laces  h ave  b e e n  filled  b y  C a p t. L . D e la n ey , C .S .M . 
B igne ll (fro m  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y ), a n d  C /S g t.  Fagan 
( fro m  “ A ”  C o m p a n y ). C a p t. D e la n ey  d iv id es  his 
t im e  b e tw e en  th e  C o m p a n y  a n d  th e  m an y  B attalion 
tea m s h e  p lays fo r.

“  D  ”  C o m p a n y  h av e  en jo y ed  a g o o d  seaso n  of 
s p o rt ,  f in ish in g  f irs t in  th e  B aker C u p  a n d  second  in 
th e  b a sk e t ba ll. T h e  s ix -a -s id e  fo o tb a ll s id e  is also 
p ro v in g  a w in n e r,  h av in g  lo st o n ly  o n e  g am e so far.

M a n y  m em b e rs  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  w ere  o n  the 
F ro n tie r  p o s t fo r  C h ris tm a s  D ay . H o w e v e r, Pte. 
H a m m o n d , A .C .C .,  a fte r  w o rk in g  all n ig h t,  tu rn ed  
o u t  a m ag n ific e n t d in n e r ,  w h ic h  w as se rv ed  b y  all 
th e  e x -C o m p a n y  officers, n o w  sc a tte re d  o n  o ther 
d u tie s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  B a tta lio n , a n d  th e  Com pany 
officers.

“  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  h av e  a lso  p ro v e d  v e ry  strong 
in  a ll g am es, m ain ly  th ro u g h  th e  p re se n c e  o f  C .S .M .l- 
S h e p p a rd , w h o se  loss in  th e  g am es w o rld  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  B a tta lio n  is sev ere ly  felt. H is  p lace  has  been 
tak e n  b y  S /I .  Sw eeney .
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2nd B A T T A L I O N  T H E  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  
( D .C .0 .1

N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 4 5 — J a n u a r y ,  1 9 4 6

E G Y P T I A N  S O J O U R N

Mov e to G en e i fa

E arly  N o v e m b e r  fo u n d  th e  B a tta lio n  se ttlin g  d o w n  
in its new  area  a t  G en e ifa , a p lea sa n t sp o t o n  the  
G rea t B itte r  L ake . T h e  c am p , w h ich  h a d  p rev io u sly  
h ou sed  a Jew ish  B rig ad e , w as an  excellen t one  
co m p ared  w ith  th e  tra n s it  c am p  a t E l Q assasin . 
T h e re  w as ro o m  fo r im p ro v e m e n t, h o w ev er, and  
w ork o n  b e tte rin g  th e  cam p  a rea , sad ly  n eg lec ted  by  
the  p rev ious o ccu p an ts , w as co m m en ced  w ith  th e  
a id  o f  A u s tria n  p riso n e rs  o f  w ar, w h o  p ro v ed  th e m ­
selves ex trem ely  efficien t a n d  h e lp fu l.

Act iv i t ie s w i t h i n  th e  B a t t a l i o n

W e w ere n o w  th o ro u g h ly  a t h o m e in  K .D .,  
a lth o u g h  o u r  k nees sh ow ed  u p  w h ite , an d  th e  delicate  
b ro w n  o f  th e  ad v an ce  p a rty  w as g rea tly  a d m ired  
an d  envied . T h e  M id d le  E ast c u s to m  o f  a fte rn o o n  
siesta w as lo u d ly  accla im ed  a n d  b a th in g  in  th e  lake 
was th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  day . D e sp ite  th e  h ea t, sp o rt, as 
alw ays, p lay ed  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  in  th e  B a tta lio n ’s 
life.

E d u ca tio n  cam e in to  its  o w n  an d  soon a fte rn o o n  
and  even ing  classes w ere  in  fu ll sw ing  in  a b u ild in g  
ad m irab ly  su ite d  to  th e  p u rp o se . V ery  successfu l 
tou rs  w ere r u n  to  C a iro  an d  th e  P y ram id s , m osques 
and o th e r  places o f  in te re s t w ere  v isited .

T h e  first issue o f  o u r  B atta lio n  m agaz ine, The  
Chad, was p u b lish e d  an d  w as a c re d it  to  s ta ff  and  
c o n trib u to rs , a n d  w e a re  lo ok ing  fo rw ard  to  th e  
pub lica tio n  o f  th e  seco n d  issu e  in  Jan u ary .

T h e  B a tta lio n  C o n c e r t P a r ty , im p ro v is in g  s tage 
props, gave a f irst-c lass sh o w , to u re d  n e ig h b o u rin g  
units an d  was g iven  a g rea t recep tio n .

Visi t  of  G en er al  Si r  B e r n a r d  P ag et ,  K . C . B . ,  D.S. O . ,
M.C.

D e cem b er 3 rd  w as m ark ed  by  a v isit f ro m  th e  
C o m m a n d e r-in -C h ie f , M id d le  E a s t, a n d  re t in u e , w ho 
inspec ted  th e  cam p . H e  m ad e  v arious suggestions 
for its  im p ro v e m e n t, a n d  w e only  w ish  th a t  som e o f 
th em  cou ld  have b een  c a rried  o u t ,  b u t ,  as u su a l, w h en  
local a u th o ritie s  w ere  a p p ro a c h e d  w e w ere m et w ith  
those m agical w o rd s  o f  refu sa l : “  T h a t  is n o t Scale 
‘ C  o r  “  W e h ave  n o  a u th o r i ty .”

Rel ief  of  2 7 t h  B a t ta l i o n  in Pal est ine

W e h ad  b een  g iven  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  o u r  stay 
in  E g y p t w as to  be  fairly  lo n g  an d  it cam e as a shock 
to  learn , ju s t as w e w ere  n icely  se ttled  in , th a t  the  
B atta lion  w as m o v in g  u p  in to  tro u b le d  P a lestine . 
W e w ere p leased , h o w ev er, to  lea rn  th a t  w e w ere 
reliev ing  one  o f  o u r  o w n  B atta lio n s , th e  2 7 th , w ho  
had  recen tly  c o n tro lle d  a Jew ish  m o b  a fte r  the  
b low ing u p  o f  th e  c o astg u a rd  s ta tio n  a t G iv a t O lga.

T h e  B a tta lio n  m o v ed  b y  ro ad  a n d  ra il  across th e  
S inai D e se r t a n d  a rr iv ed  a t  B inyam ina  in  to rre n tia l 
rain , o u r f irst in  M .E .F . ,  to  be  to ld  w e w ere  m oving  
to  Ja lam a, n ea r H aifa , w ith in  a few  days. T h is  was 
hard ly  ch eerin g  new s, especially  w h en  w e realised  
it m ean t leav ing  an  excellen t cam p  fo r a h y b r id  
co llection  o f  te n ts  a n d  h u ts  o n  th e  low er slopes o f

M o u n t  C arm e l. N o r  d id  it  h e lp  m a tte rs  to  a rr iv e  a 
few  days b e fo re  C h ris tm a s , b u t  i t  w as a g rea t day  
n o n e  th e  -less a n d  ce le b ra te d  in  t ru e  M id d lesex  
fash io n  ; m an y  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  to o k  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  v isit B e th leh em  o n  C h ris tm a s  E ve 
a n d  s in g  caro ls in  th e  S h e p h e rd s ’ F ie ld . T h e  
B a tta lio n  w as h o n o u re d  b y  a v isit f ro m  C o lo n el 
C ra w fo rd , late  O .C . 8 th  B a tta lio n , w h o  is n o w  w ith  
th e  6 th  A irb o rn e  D iv isio n .

Ju s t  as N o v e m b e r  fo u n d  th e  B a tta lio n  so rtin g  
i ts e lf  o u t  in  E g y p t, so J a n u a ry  f inds i t  u n d e rg o in g  
th e  sam e p ro cess  in  P a les tin e . C o n d itio n s  a re  n o t  as 
goo d  as in  E g y p t, n o r  does th e  te r ro rism  o f  illegal 
J ew ish  gangs lig h ten  th e  h eav y  b u rd e n  o f  g u a rd s , 
p icq u e ts , p a tro ls  a n d  n u m ero u s  o th e r  d u tie s . H o w ­
e v e r, o nce  m o re  w e a re  “  se ttlin g  in  ”  ; e d u c a tio n  is 
g rad u a lly  g e ttin g  o n  its  fee t aga in , to u rs  “  in  th e  s teps 
o f  th e  M a s te r  ”  ro u n d  N a z a re th  a n d  G alilee  have 
s ta r te d , th e  C o n c e r t P a r ty  w ill soon  b e  g iv in g  a n o th e r  
show  a n d  a lread y  th e  cam p  is b eco m in g  m o re  h a b it­
ab le . P a s t ex p e rien ce , h o w ev er, w arn s  ag a in s t th e  
p o ssib ilitie s  o f  s tay in g  p u t  a n d  we a re  w o n d e r in g  
w h e n  o nce  m o re  w e sha ll b e  r e q u ire d  to  seek  “  f re sh  
fie lds a n d  p a s tu re s  n e w .”

“  A  ”  C O M P A N Y

T h e  C o m p a n y  is n o w  liv in g  in  te n ts  o n  th e  g reen  
slopes o f  M o u n t C a rm e l, w ith  th e  H a ifa  p ip e lin e  
a n d  th e  R iv e r K is h o n  ju s t be low  in  th e  valley . W e 
a re  a ll g a rd e n e rs  n o w , a n d  each  te n t  has a g a rd e n  
ro u n d  i t— m o st o f  th e m  v e ry  d e co ra tiv e , to o . O th e r  
C o m p an ies  a re  b eg in n in g  to  co p y  o u r  id ea , b u t  w e  are  
c o n fid en t o f  w in n in g  th e  B a tta lio n  c o m p e titio n  at 
th e  en d  o f  th e  m o n th . T h e r e ’s loads o f  “  b u ll ” 
a b o u t th e  lay -o u t o f  th e  C o m p a n y  a rea , too— red  
p a in t  an d  w h itew ash , a n d  a v e ry  h a n d so m e  s ta n d  
fo r th e  C o m p a n y  flag. T h e  on ly  h u t  is u se d  as a 
C o m p a n y  c an teen  a n d  rec rea tio n  ro o m , r u n  b y  S g t. 
W o o d m an . C o m p an y  co ok ing , too— a n d  w h a t a 
re lie f  a fte r  Iseg h em  a n d  E g y p t.

W h a t a C h ris tm a s  w e h a d  ! T h e  d e c o ra tio n s  w ere  
te rr if ic  ( th a n k  L  Sg t. B u g d en  a n d  h is h e lp e rs ) , th e  
tab le -c lo th s  w ere  g leam in g  w h ite  ( th a n k  th e  C .S .M . 
a n d  th e  H o sp ita l Q .M .) ,  th e  food  w as m arv e llo u s  
( th a n k  C p l. P o u n d e r  a n d  h is lads, w h o  p ro d u ce d  
cakes, jellies, trifles, e tc ., in  a d d itio n  to  all th e  u su a l 
tu rk e y , e tc .), th e  d r in k  w as in  goo d  s u p p ly  ( th a n k  G o d  
w e w ere  n o t liab le fo r  an y  d u tie s  th a t  day ). A fte r  
d a rk  w e h a d  a g rea t Y u le  lire  o n  th e  h illsid e , w ith  a 
b a r  in sid e  th e  n e a rb y  can teen . W h e n  th e  fire  w as 
lit , a R .A .S .C . officer ju m p e d  o u t  o f  h is b a th , p u lled  
o n  h is  c lo thes w ith o u t d ry in g  a n d  raced  u p  th e  h ill 
w ith  th e  fire  sq u ad  to  p u t  it o u t. W 'as h e  w ild  !

S ince w e w ro te  to  yo u  last w e s p e n t  six  w eeks a t 
G en eifa  o n  th e  side  o f  th e  G re a t  B itte r  L a k e  a n d  th e  
S u ez  C anal. W elfa re  w as w ell o rg an ise d  a t G en e ifa—  
c in em as, a firs t-c lass  O .R s. c lu b  a t  F a n a ra  a n d  a lid o  
o n  th e  b each . “  A ”  C o m p a n y  w o n  all th e  sh o o tin g  
c o m p e titio n s  w hile  w e  w ere  th e re , th an k s  to  S h a rp , 
B aker, B y rn e , A x ten  a n d  C o . B u g d en  m ad e  a 
sensa tiona l (an d  b lu e) a p p e ara n c e  as a n  O r ie n ta l  in  
a h a re m  sk e tch  fo r th e  B a tta lio n  C o n c e r t P a rty . 
A n d  w h en  he  tu rn e d  a ro u n d , th e re  w as “  W o t, n o  
s h i r t ! ”  o n  h is fa t b a re  back . W h e n  th e  w a rn in g  
o rd e r  cam e to  go  to  P a les tin e , w e  h a d  reg re tfu lly  
to  leave S c h w a rtz  b e h in d . H e  w as b ro k e n -h e a rte d  
to  leave th e  C o m p an y .

O n  a rr iv in g  in  P a les tin e  w e sp e n t five d ay s  o n  
d e ta c h m en t all b y  ou rse lv es  o n  th e  sh o res  o f  th e  
M e d ite rra n ea n  g u a rd in g  th e  n o to rio u s  G iv ’a t O lga
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c o a s tg u a rd  s ta tio n . W e  w ere  ju s t  g e tt in g  n ice ly  
o rg an ise d  w h e n  w e h a d  to  re jo in  th e  B a tta lio n  in  o u r  
p re s e n t  cam p  a t  Ja lam a. S o  lo n g  fo r  n o w , ch a p s  !

“  B ”  C O M P A N Y

D u r in g  N o v e m b e r  th e  C o m p a n y  c a rr ie d  o u t  q u ite  
a lo t  o f  in te re s t in g  tra in in g , in c lu d in g  ex erc ises  an d  
N .C .O s .’ c ad res . T h e  w h o le  C o m p a n y  sp e n t 
o n e  n ig h t  o u t  in  th e  o p e n  d u r in g  a tw o -d a y  exercise . 
E v e ry o n e  e n jo y e d  th is  a n d  th e  e x p e rie n ce  g a in ed  
p ro v e d  to  b e  o f  g re a t  v a lu e  to  th e  w h o le  C o m p a n y  
in  its  f u tu re  ro le  in  ‘P a le s tin e . M a n y  h e ad ach es  
w e re  cau sed  p r io r  to  th is  ex erc ise  in  t ry in g  to  h av e  th e  
c o m p le te  C o m p a n y  tak in g  p a r t ,  as, o w in g  to  th e  
v a rio u s  c o m m itm e n ts ,  in c lu d in g  p re -v o c a tio n a l 
t ra in in g  classes a n d  a n  in te r -U n it  fo o tb a ll m a tc h , 
all ta k in g  p lac e  a t  th e  sam e t im e , th e  C o m p a n y  
fina lly  p ro c e e d e d  “  in to  a c tio n  ”  a b o u t.  80 p e r  cen t, 
s tro n g .

O n c e  a g a in  th e  a p p le c a rt  w as u p s e t  w h e n  w e 
le a rn e d  th a t  w e  w e re  n o t  to  b e  le f t  to  se ttle  d o w n  in  
E g y p t a n d , a f te r  h av in g  m ad e  so  m an y  p lan s  th e re , 
i t  w as so m e w h a t u p s e tt in g , to  say  th e  leas t o f  i t ,  
so w e  s ta r te d  o n c e  a g a in  so rtin g  o u t  th e  C o m p a n y  
in to  v a rio u s  p a rt ie s— rail p a rt ie s ,  a d v a n ce  p a rtie s , 
bag g ag e  p a rt ie s ,  e tc ., fo r  th e  n e w  jo u rn e y  to  P a les tin e .

T h is  n e w  v e n tu re  seem ed  a t  f irs t  to  b e  a n o th e r  
h e a d ac h e , b u t ,  as th e s e  th in g s  alw ays lo o k  w orse  
th a n  th e y  a re , w e  to o k  i t  as i t  cam e  a n d  ev e ry th in g  
w e n t o ff  q u ite  w ell. T h e  la rg e r  p a r t  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  
tra v e lle d  b y  ra il  a n d  h a d  m an y  s to p s  w h ic h , as u su a l 
o n  lo n g  t ra in  jo u rn e y s , c o u ld  n o t  b e  a c co u n te d  for. 
T h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  tra v e lle d  b y  ro ad  
ac ro ss  th e  S in a i D e s e r t  a n d  in to  P a les tin e . T h e y  
sp e n t  tw o  n ig h ts  in  th e  o p e n  a n d  o n  th e  la s t d ay  o f 
th e  jo u rn e y  r a n  in to  th e  f irs t ra in s to rm  w e h a d  seen  
s in ce  a rr iv in g  in  th e  M id d le  E a s t. Q u ite  a few  o f  o u r  
v eh ic les  h a d  n o  covers o v e r th e  d r iv e rs ’ c ab in s , b u t  
th is  w as o v e rco m e  b y  f ix ing  sm all b iv o u acs  o v er th e  
to p  ; th is  p ro v e d  q u ite  successfu l.

W e e v e n tu a lly  a rr iv ed  a t  a  c am p  w h ic h  w as b e in g  
v a c a te d  b y  o u r  2 /7 th  B a tta lio n , w h e re  m an y  reu p io n s  
w e re  seen . T h is ,  h o w ev er, d id  n o t  la s t fo r  long . W e 
s ta y e d  th e re  fo r  a few  days a n d  o n ce  a g a in  w e w ere  
o n  th e  ro a d  to w a rd s  H a i f a ; w e s to p p e d  a t  an 
im p re ss iv e -lo o k in g  c a m p  in  th e  valley  ju s t  o u ts id e  
H a ifa  a n d  m o v ed  in .

S in ce  a rr iv in g  a t  th is  n ew  c a m p  m u c h  w o rk  has  
b e e n  d o n e  in  g e tt in g  th e  p lace  lo o k in g  like  “  h o m e .” 
T e n ts  w e re  p i tc h e d  a n d  r e p itc h e d , th e  ra in s  cam e 
a n d  so m e  o f  th e  te n ts  w e n t (b u t  w ere  reco v e red ). 
E d u c a tio n  classes h av e  ag a in  s ta r te d  to  ge t in to  
th e ir  sw in g , N .C .O s .’ c a d re s  h ave  s ta r te d  w ith  a 
v iew  to  filling  th e  m an y  v acan c ie s  w h ic h  w ill soon 
o c c u r  w h e n  m an y  o f  o u r  o ld  m e m b e rs  a re  re leased .

“ C ”  C O M P A N Y

F o r  u s  a n d  th e  re s t  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  D e c e m b e r  
seem ed  to  b e  an  im p o ss ib le  m o n th  o f  m o v e  an d  
c o u n te r-m o v e .

F i r s t  th e re  w as th e  e x o d u s  f ro m  G e n e ifa , E g y p t, 
to  C a m p  101 in  P a le s tin e . T h e . C o m p a n y  was 
d iv id e d  in to  tw o  p a rt ie s ,  r o a d  a n d  rail. T h e  ro ad  
p a r ty  le f t o n  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f  13 th  D e c e m b e r , 1945, 
a n d  th o se  o f  u s  w h o  w e re  g o in g  b y  ra il o n  th e  15 th  
c o n g ra tu la te d  ou rse lv es  o n  th e  “  c u sh y  ”  one  n ig h t  
w e w o u ld  sp e n d  in  a p lea sa n t w a rm  t ra in  as aga inst 
th e  th re e  freez in g  b iv o u acs  w h ic h  th e  ro a d  p a rty  
w o u ld  h av e  to  e n d u re .

T h e  ra il p a rty  le ft in  th e  early  d a rk n ess  o f  th e

lan

e v e n in g  o f  1 5 th  D e c e m b e r , 1945, a n d , s to p p in g  for 
re f re sh m e n ts  a t  K a n ta ra  a n d  L y d d a , d im ly  realised 
th a t  th e  o n e  e n o rm o u s  o ran g e  g ro v e  tra v e rs in g  was 
th e  t ro u b le d  la n d  o f  P a les tin e . A fte r  d e tra in in g  and 
h a v in g  a  sa tisfy in g  m ea l a t  C a m p  87 , th e  ro a d  and 
ra il p a rtie s  a rr iv e d  a lm o s t s im u lta n e o u s ly  a t  Cam p 
101, B in y am in a . T h e re  w e  m e t  w ith  th e  new s that 
o u r  s ta y  th e re  w o u ld  o n ly  b e  a b o u t five days.

A c tiv ity  w as in te n se  a n d  seem ed  to  c o n s is t of 
lo ad in g  a n d  u n lo ad in g  s to re s  ; lea rn in g  th a t  Tel 
A v iv  s labs b rea k  e a s i ly ; a n d  rea lis in g  th a t  a C om pany 
is a v e ry  sm all u n i t  to  s u p p ly  g u a rd s , p ic q u e ts ,  patrols, 
in ly in g  p la to o n s , e tc . ,  fo r  a B a tta lio n  in  a n  u nsettled  
c o u n try .

A fte r  o u r  five days o r  so , w e p u lle d  o u t  ag a in  for 
o u r  n ew  c a m p  a t  Ja lam a, n e a r  H a ifa , to  f in d  th a t  we 
w ere  to  live  o n  a s teep  h ills id e  in  p r im it iv e  con­
d itio n s , w h ils t th e  R .A .S .C .,  w h o  h a d  b een  h e re  four 
a n d  a h a lf  y ea rs , liv ed  in  lu x u ry  in  a ll th e  available, 
h u ts .

E n e rg y  w as n ow  d ire c te d  in  th re e  different 
ch an n els  : g u a rd s , C h r is tm a s  a n d  im p ro v in g  Com ­
p a n y  lines. W e  m ig h t  a d d  sp o rt  a lso , a  fie ld  in  which 
“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  has b e e n  in creasin g ly  ac tiv e  and 
effective.

N o w  (1 4 th  Ja n u a ry , 1946) w e can  look b ack  on  a 
co nv iv ia l C h ris tm a s , w h e n  w e c o m b in e d  with 
“  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  in  g iv in g  a n  in fo rm a l C hristm as 
d in n e r  in  th e  c in e m a , se rv ed  b y  officers a n d  sergeants. 
N e w  Y e a r s lid  in  easily  a n d  p lea sa n tly , th o u g h  with 
n o  less c o n s u m p tio n  o f  ale a n d  sp ir its .

A fte r  C h r is tm a s  w e  w e n t all o u t  to  improve 
c o n d itio n s  in  th e  lin es , h av in g  ex p e rie n ce d  th e  com­
m erc ia l v a lu e  o f  th e  m u d  as a w h o lesale  g lu e— the 
r e s u lt  o f  tw o  o r  th re e  c lo u d b u rs ts .  G a rd e n s  are 
n o w  sp rin g in g  u p  o u ts id e  each  te n t ,  flag p o les are 
b e in g  e re c ted , p a ra d e  g ro u n d s  la id  o u t  a n d  paths 
p u t  d o w n . S o o n  th is  cam p  w ill b e  h a b ita b le — and 
th e n , n o  d o u b t,  w e sha ll m ove  so m ew h ere  else.

“  D  ”  C O M P A N Y

A fte r  a c e rta in  a m o u n t o f  tra in in g , in  com m on 
w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  B a tta lio n , a t  G e n e ifa , “  D  ” 
C o m p a n y  h as , s in ce  a rr iv in g  in  P a le s tin e , been 
d ev o tin g  its  en e rg ie s  to  im p ro v in g  co n d itio n s  in  its 
d e ta c h m e n t cam p  a t  R a m a t D a v id . W o rk  continues, 
b u t  a lread y  g re a t  .strides h ave  b een  m ad e — hard 
s ta n d in g s  to  c o m b a t th e  m u d  (w h ich  is particularly  
s tick y ), th e  d in in g -h a ll ,c a n te e n /re c re a tio n  room 
d e lig h tfu lly  d e c o ra te d  w ith  w a ll-p a in te d  “ p in - u p ’ 
g irls , a lo u d sp e a k e r  sy stem  re la y in g  w ireless pro­
g ram m es  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c am p . A  sm all education 
c e n tre , k n o w n  as “  B ow ler H a t  H o u s e ,”  h as  been 
e s ta b lish e d , in c lu d in g  a l ib ra ry  o f  m o re  th a n  three 
h u n d re d  books. F ilm s  a re  sh o w n  o nce  a w eek in 
th e  c a n te e n , a n d  th e re  is a c in e m a  a t  th e  nearby 
R .A .F . s ta tio n . T h e r e  is so m e th in g  o n  every 
ev en in g — to m b o la , w h is t, d a r ts ,  tab le  te n n is ,  gram o­
p h o n e  c o n c erts— a n d  a t w eek -en d s  rec re a tio n  trucks 
a re  ru n  to  H aifa .

S o o n  a fte r  a rr iv in g  in  E g y p t “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  was 
tak in g  p a r t  in  th e  B a tta lio n  sp o rts  p ro g ra m m e  with 
C o m p a n y  a n d  in te r -P la to o n  so ccer com petitions. 
T h e  C o m p a n y ’s f irs t g am e, p lay e d  a t F a n a ra  on 3 
sa n d  p itc h , w as ag a in st “  B ”  C o m p an y . T h e  result 
w as a d raw , 3— 3. H o ck ey  a n d  b ask e tb a ll w ere  also 
a p ro m in e n t  fea tu re  o f  th e  C o m p a n y ’s sporting 
a c tiv itie s , a n d  a so ft-b a ll  k n o c k -o u t co m p e titio n  was 
in tro d u c ed . O u r  f irst g am e in  P a les tin e  w as a soccer 
m a tc h  a g a in st th e  J o d h p u r  L a n c e rs  a t R a m a t David.

D,t  Ib ia -J J a rl 133

R e s u l t : a w in  fo r  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , 5— 4. T h e  
L an c e rs , w h o  p lay e d  w ith  s lip p e rs  o r  b a re  fee t, w ere  
very  p o p u la r  w ith  th e  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  sp ecta to rs . 
“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  c h a llen g ed  u s  to  a g am e a t Ja lam a, 
a v e ry  k een  o n e , re su ltin g  in  a w in  fo r  u s , 3— 2. 
“ B ”  C o m p a n y  w ere  o u r  n e x t v ic tim s , a t R am at 
D a v id , w h ere  w e b e a t th e m  2— 1. T h e  C o m p a n y  
boxers a re  n o w  in  tra in in g  fo r  th e  in te r-C o m p a n y  
boxing  co n tes t, w h ic h  tak es  p lace  2 5 th -3 0 th  Jan u ary .

“  H . Q . ”  C O M P A N Y

A fter  o u r  m o v e  f ro m  Q assassin  to  F a n a ra  w e 
rem a in ed  in  o n e  p lace  fo r  n e a rly  tw o  m o n th s— q u i te  
a reco rd . O n  th e  w h o le , o u r  s ta y  in  E g y p t w as a 
p leasan t o n e  ; v isits  to  th e  P y ra m id s  a n d  S p h in x  an d  
to  th e  p r in c ip a l m o sq u es  o f  C a iro  w ere  a rra n g e d  
by  th e  B a tta lio n  E d u c a tio n  O fficer, a n d  p a rtie s  w ere  
still ab le  to  go  sw im m in g  in  th e  G re a t  B itte r  L ake  
u n til  ea rly  in  D e c e m b e r , w h e n  i t  becam e  q u ite  
chilly  an d  v io len t sa n d sto rm s  f re q u e n tly  u n lea sh e d  
th e ir  fu ry  d ga inst u s . M e m b e rs  o f  “ H .Q .”  C o m ­
p an y  p lay ed  th e ir  p a r t  in  th e  n ew  tra in in g  schem e, 
rising  m an fu lly  a t  0530 h o u rs  da ily  to  tak e  p a rt  in  
arm s d rill  a n d  R .S .M s .’ p a rad es  b e fo re  breakfast.

T h e  s tru g g lin g  in fa n t, E d u c a tio n , w as carefu lly  
n o u rish e d  w ith  new ly  a c q u ire d  books a n d  lim ited  
supp lies o f  m ate ria ls . E v e n in g  classes w ere  com ­
m en ced  in  a w id e  v a rie ty  o f  su b jec ts, a n d  a m u sic  
circle, c o n cert p a rty  a n d  B a tta lio n  m ag azin e  cam e 
in to  be in g . A t las t i t  seem ed  th a t  w e w ere  to  be 
allow ed to  se ttle  d o w n  fo r a t least a reaso n ab le  
p e rio d , b u t  o n  13th  D e c e m b e r  o u r  n o m ad ic  
w anderings b e g a n  a g a in , w ith  a tre k  across th e  S inai 
D ese rt u p  in to  P a les tin e , to  se ttle  f irst o f  a ll a t 
B inyam ina a n d  th e n  to  m o v e  again  w ith in  a w eek  to  
Jalam a, w h ere  w e a rriv ed  a few  days befo re  
C hristm as.

O n  C h ris tm a s  E v e  tra n s p o r t  w as a rra n g e d  to  take  
parties in to  B e th leh em , w h ere  a ll a rm s o f  th e  services 
and  peo p le  o f  m an y  na tio n a litie s  m in g led  to  sing 
carols in  th e  F ie ld  o f  th e  S h e p h e rd s  an d  to  a tte n d  
services in  th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  N a tiv ity .

T h e re  w as m u ch  ce le b ra tin g  o n  b o th  C h ristm as  
and  B ox ing  D a y s ; th e  cooks p ro v id e d  ex cellen t 
m eals a n d  liq u id  re fre sh m e n t was b o th  p len tifu l an d  
good.

B o th  L ie u t.  W o o d  (th e  la te  I .O .)  a n d  L ie u t.  G o to  
have b een  re leased  u n d e r  C lass “  B .”  N ew s was 
received  th a t  th e  fo rm e r h a d  rece ived  a M e n tio n  in  
D esp atch es  fo r  h is  w o rk  in  E u ro p e . H e  has o u r  
w arm  co n g ra tu la tio n s .

W ith  th e  a d v e n t o f  th e  N e w  Y ear w e began  to  
stra ig h ten  ourselves ou t. C lasses w ere  resu m ed , 
to u rs  w ere  a rra n g e d  to  N a z a re th  an d  th e  Sea o f  
G alilee , in te r-C o m p a n y  fo o tb a ll, d a rts  a n d  tab le  
ten n is  m atc h e s  w ere  o rg an ised  an d  rec rea tio n a l 
t ra n s p o rt  la id  o n  fo r w eekly  v isits  to  H aifa . W e have 
n ow  m ad e  ourselves fa irly  c o m fo rtab le , b u t  o u r  ears 
are  cocked fo r new s a b o u t  th e  d a te  o f  o u r  n ex t m ove, 
w h ich  w e feel m u s t n ow  b e  v e ry  near.

1 7 th  B N . ,  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  (D .C .O .

By th e  tim e  th is  ap p ears  in  p r in t ,  th e  B a tta lio n ’s 
first m ove since las t J u ly  w ill h av e  b een  com p le ted . 
W e w ill h av e  ex ch an g ed  th e  c ra m p e d , in  m an y  ways 
u n sa tisfac to ry , y e t on  th e  w h o le  frien d ly  a tm o sp h ere  
o f  o u r  sm all village ju s t o u ts id e  H a m b u rg  fo r th e  
com fortab le  a n d  b e tte r  e q u ip p e d , fro m  a  social p o in t 
o f  view , a tm o sp h e re  o f  C u xhaven .

S ev en  m o n th s  is a lo n g  tim e  to  h av e  rem a in e d  in  
o n e  s ta tio n , e sp ec ia lly  w h e n  th a t  s ta t io n  is  as lack ing  
in  th o se  th in g s  th a t  go to  m ak e  life  co m fo rta b le , as 
o u r  las t a re a  w as. D ifficu lties  h av e  b e e n  w id esp read  
— difficu lties o f  b ille tin g , d ifficu lties  o f  o ff-d u ty  
a m u se m e n t,  d ifficu lties o f  m an p o w e r  h av e  all raised  
th e i r  u g ly  h e a d s  a t  one  tim e  o r  a n o th e r  d u r in g  th e  
p a s t h a lf-y ea r, a n d  co n seq u e n tly  i t  is d ifficu lt to  assess 
a c cu ra te ly  th e  effect th a t  th e  c h an g e  f ro m  w a r  to  
p eace  has h a d  o n  th e  B a tta lio n . O n e  th in g  s ta n d s  o u t, 
h o w ev er, th e  a b ility  to  im p ro v ise , lea rn t u n d e r  th e  
h a rd e s t  o f  co n d itio n s  d u r in g  th e  p a s t th re e  a n d  a 
h a lf  y ears , h as  sh o w n  i ts e lf  to  b e  as s tro n g  as ever.

A s a re su lt,  d e sp ite  th ese  d ifficu lties, w e  h ave  
m an ag ed  to  m ak e  th e  b e s t o f  a n  in d iffe re n t jo b  an d  
in  c o n seq u en ce  h ave  p rese rv e d  o u r  h ap p in ess  a n d  o u r  
B a tta lio n  sp ir i t  in  gen e ra l. E v e ry th in g  has b een  
a g a in st th is  la s t fac to r— th e  lay o u t o f  th e  area  in  a 
village w ith  a  p o p u la tio n  sw o llen  to  .tw ice its  p eace­
tim e  fig u re  has  m ea n t th a t  each  C o m p a n y  h as  h a d  to  
b e  se lf -c o n ta in e d , a n d  c o n seq u e n tly  w e h av e  e x p e r­
ien ced  all th e  d isad v an tag es  a n d  n o n e  o f  th e  a d v a n ­
tag es  o f  a p ro p e r  B a tta lio n  c o n c en tra tio n .

T ra in in g  has  h a d  o f  a  n ecess ity  to  b e  sc rap p y . 
T h e  n u m b e r  o f  fa tig u es  d e m a n d e d  b y  fo u r  sep ara te  
C o m p a n y  a reas , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  sh o rta g e  o f  m en  
d u e  to  leave a n d  d e m o b ilisa tio n , a n d  th e  v a rio u s  
s ta n d in g  d u tie s  u n d e rta k e n  b y  th e  B a tta lio n  have 
le ft l it tle  tim e . H o w ev er, b y  som e m ean s th e  
a m b itio u s  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m m e , co m p ris in g  B rigade  
a n d  D iv isio n a l as w ell as B a tta lio n  c o u rse s , has b y  
n o w  b e e n  sa tisfac to rily  c a rr ie d  o u t ,  d u e  a lm o s t 
e n tire ly  to  th e  efforts  o f  C a p t. F . M . M assey , h is 
su ccesso r C a p t. S . R . H u r s t ,  a n d  to  th e  in d efa tig ab le  
e d u c a tio n  c le rk , C p l. (n o w  M r.)  G . S im m o n s.

W h a t m en  rem a in e d  o v e r b y  th e  tim e  fa tig u es , 
g u a rd s  a n d  e d u c a tio n  h a d  tak en  th e i r  to ll w e re  u se ­
fu lly  e m p lo y ed  in  a u g m e n tin g  th e  B a tta lio n ’s s tock  
o f  fu e l by  c u tt in g  w ood  fro m  o u r  o w n  p riv a te  
“  fo re s t,”  "thereby k illin g  tw o  b ird s  w ith  o n e  s to n e  
an d  keep in g  fit as w ell as w arm .

A s fa r  as d u tie s  a re  c o n c ern e d , th ese  h av e  m erc i­
fu lly  b een  lig h t u p  to  th e  m o m e n t, b u t  w ill p ro b ab ly  
b e  heav ie r  in  o u r  new  loca tion . U p  to  th e  m o m e n t 
w e  h ave  b een  e m p lo y ed  m ain ly  in  g u a rd in g  a  P .W . 
cage a n d  in  m ak in g  sn ap  checks o f  th e  s u rro u n d in g  
d is tr ic t. T h e re  a re  d is tu rb in g  ru m o u rs  a t  th e  
m o m e n t reg a rd in g  th e  e x te n t o f  o u r  n e w  c o m m it­
m en ts , b u t  in  v iew  o f  th e  m an p o w e r s itu a tio n  i t  is 
h o p e d  th a t  th ese  w ill b e  scaled  d o w n  co n s id e rab ly .

T h e  m an p o w e r q u e s tio n  is, in  co m m o n  w ith  m o st 
o th e r  U n its ,  rem a rk a b ly  a c u te  a t  th e  m o m e n t. W e 
s ta r te d  losing  m en  som e m o n th s  ago , w h e n  wre sen t 
a large  d ra f t  o f  th e  h ig h e r  age g ro u p s  to  th e  2n d  
B a tta lio n , a n d  sin ce  th e n  th in g s  h av e  g o n e  f ro m  b ad  
to  w o rse , u n til  a t th e  m o m e n t w e a re  d o w n  to  u n d e r  
50 p e r  cen t, o f  o u r  W .E .,  a n d  th is  w ill b e co m e  w orse  
d u r in g  th e  n e x t fo rtn ig h t. V ario u s  d rafts  h ave  b e e n  
p ro m ised  u s , b u t  a t  th e  m o m e n t i t  seem s a case  o f  
“  d ra f ts  to m o rro w , b u t  n ev e r d ra f ts  to d a y .”

D e sp ite  all th is , h o w ev er, th e  firm  p o licy  o f  th e  
B a tta lio n  in  in sis tin g  u p o n  th e  m ax im u m  a m o u n t o f  
rec rea tio n a l tra in in g  p e r  w eek  fo r e v e ry  m an  h as  b e e n  
p e rsev e red  w ith , a n d  u n til  th e  re c e n t fro s ty  w e a th e r  
“ D ”  C o m p a n y  show ed  every  s ig n  o f  ru n n in g  aw ay  w ith  
th e  f lo u rish in g  in te r-c o m p a n y  fo o tb a ll league. T a b le  
ten n is  is a n o th e r  gam e th a t  h as  a la rg e  fo llow ing  
w ith in  th e  B a tta lio n , a n d  u n t i l  th e  vag a rie s  o f  th e  
G e rm a n  l ig h tin g  sy stem  m ad e  ev en in g  p lay  a m a tte r  
o f  som e u n c e rta in ty , a ta b le  ten n is  league  w as also 
g o ing  w ell. As fa r  as sp o rt  o n  a B a tta lio n  level is
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c o n c e rn e d , fo o tb a ll a n d  tab le  ten n is  a re  ag a in  th e  
o u ts ta n d in g  sp o rts  in  p o p u la r i ty .  T h e  fo o tb a ll te a m , 
p lay in g  in  th e  D iv is io n a l L e a g u e , has a t  th e  m o m e n t 
d o n e  fa r  b e tte r  th a n  w as e x p e c te d  o f  it. B u ilt  a ro u n d  
no  p a r t ic u la r  p e rso n a lity  a n d  n o t  h a v in g  th e  b en efit 
o f  an y  e x p e rt  a d v ice , i t  s ta r te d  f ro m  s c ra tc h  las t 
su m m e r, w h e n  th e  p o te n tia l  s ta rs  w e re  g a th e re d  
to g e th e r  u n d e r  th e  e n th u s ia s t ic  d ire c tio n  o f  M a jo r  
A. J . H u g h e s , M .C .,  o f  w h o m  m o re  a n o n , fo r  a 
c o u p le  o f  m o n th s ’ in te n s iv e  tra in in g . T h is  ac tio n  
has  b e e n  fu lly  ju s tif ie d  b y  re su lts , fo r  so far th e  
B a tta lio n  h a s  m a n a g e d  to  h o ld  its  o w n  w ith  m o st o f  
th e  S c o tch  te a m s  a n d  sh o w s ev e ry  s ig n  o f  fin ish in g  
in  th e  f irs t h a lf -d o z e n  in  th e  league . A n  o u ts ta n d in g  
ev e n t in  o u r  s p o rts  w o rld  w as a v is it  to  L ü b e c k  last 
O c to b e r,  w h e n  w e w ere  ro y ally  e n te r ta in e d , a n d  w ell 
b e a te n , b y  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n . A t th e  m o m e n t w e a re  
t ry in g  to  a rra n g e  a s im ila r  g am e  a g a in s t th e  8 th  
B a tta lio n . So fa r  i t  h a s  n o t  m a te ria lis e d  o w in g  to  
d ifficu lties  in  f in d in g  a su ita b le  d a te .

T o  o n e  o r  tw o  k een  tab le  te n n is  p lay e rs  goes th e  
c re d it  o f  s ta r tin g  a B rig ad e  L e a g u e , v e ry  su ita b ly  
h e a d ed  a t  th e  m o m e n t b y  u s , a lth o u g h  u n fo rtu n a te ly  
th e re  seem s lit tle  c h an ce  o f  c o m p le tin g  th e  
p ro g ra m m e .

S o  m u c h  fo r  s p o r t ;  n o w  fo r  social a c tiv itie s . A t 
th e  m o m e n t th e s e  a re  large ly  h o m e  m ad e  b u t  are  
n o n e  th e  less effic ien t fo r  th a t .  T h e re  is a c in em a  in  
m o re  o r  less w o rk in g  o rd e r  in  th e  v illag e, a n d  tw o  
film s a w eek  a re  o u r  ra t io n , n o t  v e ry  sa tis fac to ry  
o w in g  to  th e  p o o r  s ta te  o f  th e  film s sh o w n  a n d  to  
th e  d isc o m fo rt o f  th e  c in em a . T h e  stag e  c o u ld  b e  
u til is e d  to  p u t  o n  E N S A  sh o w s, b u t ,  a n d  th is  is a 
so re  p o in t,  in  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  sev en  m o n th s  w e have 
b e e n  in  th is  lo ca tio n , o n ly  o n e  E N S A  sh o w  has fo u n d  
i ts e lf  o u r  w ay . T h is  w as n o t  a p a rt ic u la rly  g o o d  o n e , 
a n d  so  w e  h av e  h a d  to  re ly  fo r  o u r  “  live  ”  e n te r ­
ta in m e n t u p o n  su c h  G e rm a n  c o n c e r t p a rt ie s  as w e 
c an  g e t h o ld  o f, a n d  i t  has in  a ll cases b e e n  fo u n d  th a t  
th e i r  su p e rio ri ty  o v er th e  E N S A  show  has b e e n  m o st 
m ark ed .

T h e  o th e r  fo rm  o f  B a tta lio n  e n te r ta in m e n t is a 
b i-w eek ly  d a n c e , a n  all M id d le se x  a ffa ir (w ith , o f 
c o u rse , a c e rta in  a m o u n t o f  o u ts id e  fem in in e  h e lp ) 
th a t  h as  b e e n  tak in g  p lace  in  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y ’s 
c a n te e n  o n  T u e s d a y s  a n d  F r id a y s . T h e  b a n d , 
h a n d ic a p p e d  c o n s id e rab ly  th ro u g h  lack  o f  in s t ru ­
m e n ts ,  w as fo rm e d  o n ly  a few  m o n th s  ago a n d  is 
a lre a d y , u n d e r  th e  m an a g e rsh ip  o f  S g t. D e ll,  an  
ex tre m e ly  e fficien t co m b in a tio n .

I n  a d d it io n , each  C o m p a n y , w ith  th e  e x c ep tio n  o f 
“  B ,”  has  in  its  o w n  a re a  a café o f  som e d e sc r ip tio n  
an d  v a ry in g  c o m f o r t ; th e  v illage b r is tle s  w ith  
e la b o ra te ly  p a in te d  sig n s  su c h  as th e  “  S lip  I n n ,” 
“  S h a m b le  I n n ,”  “  C h a r lie  C lu b ,”  e tc . “  B ” 
C o m p a n y , w ith  n o  café to  u se , h ave  n o t  b e e n  d o w n ­
h e a rte d  a n d  h ave  im p ro v ise d  a re s t  ro o m  a n d  b a r  in 
th e  ce lla r o f  o n e  o f  th e i r  b ille ts , a n d  w h a t w as o rig i­
na lly  a co ld  a n d  d re a ry  b a sem e n t has  n o w  b lo sso m ed  
f o r th  as a c o m fo rta b le  “  d iv e .”  T h e s e  C o m p a n y  
c a n te e n s  h ave  p ro v ed  ex tre m e ly  p o p u la r  a n d  h av e  
p lay e d  a g rea t p a r t  in  a llev ia tin g  th e  u n d o u b te d  
b o red o m  th a t  is b o u n d  to  ex is t u n d e r  o c c u p atio n a l 
co n d itio n s .

D e sp ite  th e  fac t th a t  each  C o m p a n y  has  h a d  to 
re ly  so  m u c h  u p o n  its  o w n  re so u rc e s  fo r  social 
a c tiv itie s , C h r is tm a s  w as a n  o u ts ta n d in g  p e rio d  
fro m  th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  as a w ho le . 
O b v io u s ly  th e  C h ris tm a s  d in n e r  c o u ld  n o t  b e  ea ten  
to g e th e r ,  b u t  a v e ry  c o n s id e rab le  a m o u n t o f  en e rg y  
w as sp e n t  o n  m ak in g  each  ca n te e n  as gay  as possib le .

faraó

C h r is tm a s  E v e  w as d e v o te d  m a in ly  to  “  w a rm in g  u p ,” 
a n d  C h r is tm a s  m o rn in g  saw  th e  sem i-fin als  a n d  finals 
o f  th e  so ccer sev en -as id e  to u rn a m e n t.  B y  d in t  o f  a 
co n s id e rab le  a m o u n t o f  h a rd  w o rk  a n d  ru n n in g  
a ro u n d ,  C a p t. A d a m s, th e  e n te r ta in m e n ts  officer, 
m a n a g e d  to  se cu re  a G e rm a n  c o n c e r t p a r ty  for 
C h r is tm a s  e v e n in g , w h ile  o n  B ox in g  Day. advantage 
w as ta k e n  o f  th e  l if tin g  o f  th e  c u rfew  to  r u n  a dance 
u n til  i a .m . T h e  B a tta lio n  fo o tb a ll tea m  also  p ro ­
v id ed  th e i r  q u o ta  o f  e n te r ta in m e n t,  b e a tin g  a naval 
te a m  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  a n d , in c id e n ta lly , d raw in g  in 
th e  r e tu r n  m a tc h  o n  N e w  Y e a r’s D ay .

So m u c h  fo r C h r is tm a s . T h e re  rem a in s  lit tle  else 
to  be  sa id , ex cep t to  m en tio n  th e  B a tta lio n  m agazine, 
c h ris te n e d , a fte r  a c o n s id e rab le  a m o u n t o f  th o u g h t, 
“  O n e  S e v e n .”  “  O n e  S ev en  ”  s ta r te d  in  a very 
sm all w ay  in  th e  su m m e r  as th e  m ag az in e  o f  “  A ” 
C o m p a n y . I ts  f irs t  n u m b e r  co n s is ted  o f  fo u r  ty p e ­
w r itte n  sh e e ts , p ro d u c e d  a fte r  a lo t o f  h a rd  w o rk  b y  a 
sm all b a n d  o f  e n th u s ia s ts . L a s t  S e p te m b e r, ho w ­
e v e r, i t  ch a n g ed  its  n a m e , b ro a d e n e d  its  o u tlo o k , and 
is n o w  a n  ex tre m e ly  p o p u la r  a n d  efficien t b i-m o n th ly  
p ro d u c tio n .

T h e  su b je c t o f  d e m o b ilisa tio n  has a lread y  been 
to u c h e d  u p o n  ; so m an y  o ld -s tag e rs  o f  th e  B atta lion  
h av e  le f t  u s  b y  n o w  th a t  i t  is im p o ss ib le  to  go  into 
p a r t ic u la r  cases. O n e  d e m o b e e , h o w ev er, m u s t  be 
an  e x c ep tio n  to  th is — M a jo r  A . J . H u g h e s , M .C ., 
o ld es t in h a b ita n t  a n d  B a tta lio n  2 n d  i c , left just 
b e fo re  C h ris tm a s  a n d  is n o w  w ell se ttle d  in  in 
civ ilian  life. H e  f irs t jo in ed  th e  B a tta lio n  o v er ten 
y ea rs  ago a n d  w as in  s tag es  S igna ls O fficer, “  B ” 
C o m p a n y  c o m m a n d e r, a n d  th e n  B a tta lio n  2 n d  i c. 
H is  p lace  has b e e n  tak e n  b y  M a jo r  J . T .  P an k s , M .C ., 
a lso  a n  o ld  m e m b e r  o f  th e  B a tta lio n , w h o  left soon 
a fte r  i ts  r e tu r n  f ro m  th e  f irs t ca m p a ig n  in  F ra n ce  and 
w h o  has sp e n t m o s t o f  th e  w a r in  B u rm a  a n d  the 
F a r  E ast.

8 t h  B A T T A L I O N  T H E  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  
(D .C .O .)

During the last three months we Have remained 
in Lüchow, where we settled last June, leading the 
normal life of an occupational Unit. This is a 
judicious mixture of work and play, plus preparation 
for Civvy Street for those shortly to leave us. The 
work has consisted of everyday occupational duties, 
supplemented by a very heavy guard commitment 
during the last month, which has taxed our reduced 
man-power and severely curtailed our other activities.

We continue to lose old and valued members of 
the Battalion as each release group comes round. 
In  addition to those mentioned in our last notes, 
two other Company Commanders have gone, Major 
J. R. C. Kenyon, M .C., and Major H. G. Wells, 
M.C. R.S.M. Castree has also left us and been 
replaced by R.S.M. J. Donovan. Capt. J. Spear is 
now a Staff Captain at Division H.Q., and Capt. L. 
Preston and Capt. W. H. Hughes have been released. 
In fact, the list is endless, and we are now little 
like the Battalion which landed in Normandy in 1944- 
On the other hand, we have welcomed many new 
officers and O.R.s into our ranks, and the regimental 
spirit is as strong as ever. In  particular, the 2nd 
Battalion has sent us many old friends of all ranks 
(in addition to our Commanding Officer), including 
Major H. B. Neve, M .C., who is now commanding 
“ D ” Company. A completely new face is Major 
R. W. Bedlington, M .C., who commands “ A ’ 
Company and comes to us from the R.N.F.

8 th  B a tta lio n 's  D ance B a n d ,  “  T he H om e A gainers  ”

W e give be low  a s h o r t  a cco u n t o f  o u r  v arious 
activ ities, o th e r  th a n  o u r  o ccu p atio n a l d u tie s , w h ich  
are d u ll b u t  n ecessary , a n d  w liich  to  th e  m ajo rity  o f  
the  B atta lio n  m u s t  seem  to  co n sis t o f  lit tle  besides 
guard s  an d  p a tro ls .

E d u c a t io n

T h e  p re-re lease  A rm y  E d u c a tio n  S ch em e  flourishes. 
A ll so rts  o f  su b jec ts  a re  ta u g h t  w ith in  th e  U n it ,  an d  
m any m en  go  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  colleges fo r  m ore 
advanced  in s tru c tio n  o r  fo r  su b jec ts  b ey o n d  U n it  
capabilities. W e h ave  m o re  e n tra n ts  fo r  th e  first 
F orces P re lim in a ry  E x a m in a tio n , to  b e  h e ld  th is  
m o n th  (F e b ru a ry ),  th a n  any  o th e r  U n i t  in  the  
D ivision . T h e re  is a f lo u rish in g  h a n d ic ra fts  cen tre , 
w here w o rk  in  w ood  an d  m eta l o f  a h ig h  s ta n d a rd  is 
p roduced .

W e l f a r e

I t  soon becam e a p p a re n t  w h en  th e  B a tta lio n  h ad  
se ttled  d o w n  in  L iich o w  a fte r  ho stilities  h ad  ceased  
th a t  w e sh o u ld  h av e  to  p ro v id e  ourse lves w ith  o u r 
ow n e n te r ta in m e n t an d  rec rea tio n a l facilities o n  a 
scale h ith e r to  nev e r ex p e rien ced  o r  d e e m e d  necessary  
in  E ng land .

T h e  n a tu ra l reac tio n  fro m  w a r to  peace a n d  the  
orig inal n o n -fra te m isa tio n  o rd e r  w e re  b o th  liab le  to  
lead to  b o red o m  a n d  d isc o n te n t u n less  offset by  
p len ty  o f  exercise  an d  en te r ta in m e n t.

A t first w e o p en ed  a B a tta lio n  p u b .,  “  T h e  
P e p p e rp o t,”  w h ich  p ro v ed  a fa ir success an d  la te r 
g rew  in  p o p u la rity  as th e  q u a lity  o f  th e  b e e r  im p ro v ed  
(ab o u t Ju ly ). T h e n  o u r  th o u g h ts  n ex t tu rn e d  to  
en te r ta in m e n t, o f  w h ich  th e re  w as n o th in g  to  be 
expected  fro m  so u rces  o u tsid e  th e  B atta lio n  a t th a t  
tim e.

F irs t  o f  a ll a G e rm a n  b a n d  w as co llec ted  to g e th e r  
u n d e r  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  H e r r  W illy  E tz ie n  (w ho  to -d a y  
s till re ta in s  h is  p o s itio n  as “  m u sica l a d v ise r  ”  to  th e  
B a tta lio n , as w ell as lead in g  an  excellen t e ig h t-p ie c e  
o rch estra ) . B u t th e ir  f irs t e ffo rts  w ere  c o n s id e rab ly  
h a m p e re d  b y  th e  fac t th a t  th e  on ly  m u sic  av ailab le  
w as G e rm a n  a n d  th e  o n ly  p e rfo rm e rs  w e re  fa rm  
h a n d s  w h o  p lay ed  in  th e ir  sp a re  tim e . H o w ev er, 
E tz ie n  w o rk ed  hero ica lly  a n d  g o t th e m  u p  to  a 
reaso n ab le  s ta n d a rd  w h e re b y  th ey  w ere  c ap ab le  o f  
p lay in g  tw o  o r  th re e  tim es a w eek in  th e  p u b .

N e x t w e th o u g h t o f  p u ttin g  o n  a v a rie ty  show  
f ro m  B atta lio n  reso u rces. Severa l v o lu n te e rs  cam e 
fo rw a rd , a m ic ro p h o n e  o f  vantage p a tte rn  w as 
“  b o rro w e d ,”  a n d  reh ea rsa ls  s ta r te d  w ith  th e  G e rm a n  
b a n d  p ro v id in g  th e  b ac k g ro u n d  ( th e  d ifficu lties o f  
c o -o rd in a tin g  a c to r  w ith  m u sic ian  th ro u g h  th e  
m e d iu m  o f  an  in te rp re te r  c a n  be  im ag in ed ).

O n e  o f  th e  c h ie f  difficu lties w as to  in fu se  a little  
sw ing  in to  th e  G e rm a n  sty le  o f  p lay in g , w h ic h  has 
n o t  b een  o v erco m e co m p le te ly  to  th is  d a y , a n d  th e  
o n ly  w ay  to  g e t a n y th in g  like a little  rh y th m  in to  
th e ir  efforts w as to  p u t  in  a n  E n g lish  d ru m m e r.

T h e se  early  show s w ere  successfu l a n d  e v e ry b o d y  
e n te re d  in to  th e  sp ir it  o f  th e  th in g  (b o th  a u d ie n c e  
an d  ac to rs  a like). T h e y  w e re  h e ld  in  th e  ra th e r  
ch a rm in g  o ld  c o u rty a rd  o f  th e  p u b . in  g lo rio u s  
su m m e r w ea th er a n d  th e  au d ie n c e  w as se a te d  ro u n d  
tab les  w h ilst b e e r  an d  san d w ich es  w e re  se rv ed  d u r in g  
th e  show.

N e x t th e  p o ssib ility  o f  s ta r tin g  a B a tta lio n  B and  
w as co n s id e red  a n d , a fte r  ex a m in in g  o u r  reso u rces  
once  a g a in , w e w e re  s u rp r ise d  a n d  d e lig h ted  to  
d isco v er fo r  th e  f irst t im e  in  th e  B a tta lio n  h isto ry  
th a t  w e  h a d  sufficien t m u sic ian s  to  s ta r t  a  m ed iu m ­
sized d an ce  o rch e s tra . I n s tru m e n ts  w ere  p ro v id e d
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o u t o f  B a tta lio n  fu n d s  f ro m  w e lfa re  so u rc e s , a n d  a fte r  
a  few  reh e a rsa ls  th e  B a n d  w as re a d y  to  tak e  its  p lace  
as a firm  b ase  fo r  f u tu re  B a tta lio n  e n te r ta in m e n t 
ac tiv itie s . T h e  B a n d  is led  b y  C p l. F re d d ie  P ea rce  
a n d  is  ca lled  th e  “  H o m e  A g a in e rs ,”  a n  a d a p ta t io n  
o f  th e i r  p rev io u s  t it le ,  “  T h e  H o m e  A g ain  S w in g  
B a n d .”

W ith  o u r  B a n d  n o w  f irm ly  e s ta b lish e d  i t  becam e 
p o ss ib le  to  e x te n d  o u r  a c tiv itie s  so m e w h a t, a n d  th e  
B a tta lio n  h as  b e e n  o ffe red  a c o n s is te n t  ra t io n  o f 
six  to  e ig h t  d a n c es  a n d  tw o  sh o w s p e r  m o n th  f ro m  
B a tta lio n  re so u rc e s  fo r  th e  p a s t sev en  m o n th s .

O f  c o u rse , f ro m  th e  A rm y  W e lfa re  S e rv ice  has 
co m e a n  in c re a sin g  t id e  o f  e n te r ta in m e n t.  W e  ge t 
a n  av erag e  o f  th re e  A .W .S . sh o w s p e r  m o n th ,  b o th  
G e rm a n  a n d  D .P .  S o m e  o f  th e s e  a re  e x ce llen t. F i lm  
sh o w s a re  p re t ty  f re q u e n t  as w e ll, a n d  w e g e t an  
av erag e  o f  tw o  film s p e r  w eek , w h ic h  w e co n s id e r  
v e ry  g o o d  fo r  o u r  sm all to w n .

T h e  B a tta l io n ’s E n te r ta in m e n ts  S ta ff  c o n s id e r  it  a 
p o in t  o f  h o n o u r  to  p ro v id e  so m e  fo rm  o f  e n te r ta in ­
m e n t  fo r  e v e ry  n ig h t  o f  th e  w eek  e x c ep tin g  S u n d a y s ,' 
a n d  i t  is se ld o m  th a t  th is  re c o rd  is b ro k en .

O u r  final e ffo rt to  d a te  w as th e  fo rm a tio n  an d  
e q u ip m e n t o f  th e  “  8 C lu b .”  In  N o v e m b e r  a larg e  
b u ild in g , fo rm e rly  u se d  as a G e rm a n  h o sp ita l, w as 
r e q u is it io n e d  a n d  p a sse d  to  8 M x  to  b e  u se d  as a 
c a n te e n . T h is  b u i ld in g  has a la rg e  h a ll a n d  s tag e , 
o n  w h ic h  o u r  e x p e rts  g o t to  w o rk  a n d  in  a n  am az in g ly  
s h o r t  t im e  th e y  c o n v e rte d  i t  in to  a rea lly  firs t-c la ss  
th e a tre ,  w ith  s tag e  l ig h tin g , d e c o ra tiv e  a u d ito r iu m , 
e tc ., a s  w e ll as in s ta llin g  tw o  b e e r  b a rs  fo r  u se  on  
d an ce  n ig h ts . N o w  ju s t  as th is  a r tic le  is s u b m itte d  
w e  a re  a b o u t to  s ta r t  a c a n te e n  in  th e  “  8 C lu b .”

T h e  B a tta lio n  B a n d  is  re - fo rm in g  slig h tly  a fte r  
lo sin g  S g t. T o w e rse y  th ro u g h  d e m o b b in g , b u t  it is 
h o p e d  to  see  th e m  b ack  o n  th e  s tag e  in  a few  days. 
S ev e ra l k een  a m a te u rs  a re  p ra c t is in g  h a rd  to  b eco m e  
fu ll- t im e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  B and .

A s s o c i a t i o n  F o o t b a l l

T h e  c o u n try s id e  in  th e  B a tta lio n  a rea  m ay  h av e  its  
co m p e n sa tio n s  in  th e  su m m e r  p e r io d , b u t  i t  ce rta in ly  
h a s  its  w o rrie s  w h e n  p ro d u c in g  sp o rts  g ro u n d s  in  
th e  w in te r .  T o  p lay  so ccer su ccessfu lly  h e re  o n e  
h as  to  b e  m o re  th a n  v e rsa tile  a n d  h ave  a k n o w led g e  
o f  b o th  w a te r  p o lo  a n d  ice  sk a tin g . H o w e v e r, m an y  
e x ce llen t g am es h ave  en su ed .

T h e  s ix -a -s id e  in te r -P la to o n  k n o c k -o u t p ro v e d  a 
v e ry  p o p u la r  in n o v a tio n  a n d  th e  tw o  rem a in in g  
tea m s, N o s . 7 a n d  10, a re  aw a itin g  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
h av e  th e  fina l s tru g g le .

I n  th e  D iv is io n a l C u p  C o m p e ti tio n  w e w ere  u n ­
fo rtu n a te  to  lo se  to  th e  5 th  B a tta lio n  D o r  se ts  in  th e  
fo u r th  ro u n d  b y  th e  o d d  g o a l, w h ic h  w as sco red  in  
th e  las t th re e  m in u te s  o f  th e  gam e. I t  w as q u ite  a 
b r il lia n t  g am e a n d  a t  t im e s  rea lly  th ri ll in g , b e in g  
p lay e d  o n  a g ro u n d  w ith  a d ifficu lt su rface .

S ev era l p lay e rs  o f  n o te  f ro m  th e  f irs t e lev en  have 
r e tu rn e d  to  th e  h o m e  c o u n try . W e  sh a ll g rea tly  m iss 
th e m  a n d  h av e  th e  g r im  th o u g h t  th a t  m o re  a re  to  
fo llow  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re . P te . P h ip p s , w h o se  
o u ts ta n d in g  effo rts  a re  b o th  w ell k n o w n  to  th e  2 n d  
B a tta lio n  as w ell as  to  o u rse lv e s , a n d  C p l. T e d  
A n d re w s , o u r  w in g e r, h av e  r e tu rn e d  to  th e  a m en itie s  
o f  c iv il life. P te .  R a n g e r , a g o a lk eep e r o f  m u ch  
p ro m is e , w h o  u n fo r tu n a te ly  b ro k e  h is  leg , has  a lso  
g o n e  to  E n g la n d . T o  all w e  w ish  G o d -s p e e d  a n d  
to  th e  la t te r -n a m e d  a  ra p id  reco v e ry .

fardi

H o c k e y

T h is  g am e  is o n ce  m o re  co m in g  b ack  in to  
p o p u la r i ty . W e  h av e  n o w  b e e n  su ccessfu l in  p ro ­
d u c in g  a fa ir a n d  rea so n a b le  g ro u n d  a n d  w ith 
a d e q u a te  su p p lie s  o f  g ea r s h o u ld  h ave  so m e  ex cellen t 
g am es. S u c h  s ta lw a rts  as C o lo n e l U n w in , M ajo r 
B ead n e ll, C a p t. F in u c a n e  (g o alk eep er) a n d  Sgt. 
“  P o p  ”  P o p le  a re  p ro m in e n t.  S o  fa r  w e  h av e  been  
su ccessfu l in  rea c h in g  th e  th ir d  ro u n d  o f  the  
D iv is io n a l C u p  C o m p e titio n  b y  b e a tin g  th e  5 th  W ilts.

C r o s s - C o u n t r y  R u n n i n g

T h e  B a tta lio n  tea m  ra n  th i r d  in  th e  B rigade 
C o m p e titio n . I n  th e  D iv is io n a l C o m p e ti tio n  the 
te a m  cam e  se v en th  a n d  P te . G riff in  w as p ick e d  to 
r e p re s e n t  th e  D iv is io n  in  th e  C o rp s  C h am p io n sh ip s. 
T h e  D iv is io n  w o n  a n d  w e n t fo rw a rd  to  rep resen t 
30 C o rp s  in  B .A .O .R . C h a m p io n sh ip s , in  w hich  
th ey  cam e  th ird .

T h e  o u ts ta n d in g  p e rfo rm a n c e s  o f  P te .  G riffin  are 
w o r th  n o tin g . H is  p o s itio n s  w ere  fo u r th  in  the 
B rig ad e , s ix te e n th  in  th e  D iv is io n a l, n in e te e n th  in 
th e  C o rp s , a n d  fo rty -f if th  in  th e  B .A .O .R . C h a m p io n ­
sh ip s . I t  is g o o d  to  n o te  th a t  th e  m ajo r ity  o f  the 
te a m  w ill b e  h e re  fo r  th e  co m in g  season.

B o x i n g

A t th e  t im e  o f  w r itin g  w e a re  in  s tr ic t  tra in in g  u n d e r  
th o se  v e te ra n  B a tta lio n  b o x e rs , S g ts . B elasco , C arlier 
a n d  P o p le  a n d  P te . S p ille r, fo r  th e  seco n d  ro u n d  
o f  th e  D iv is io n a l K n o c k -O u t C o m p e ti tio n , w h ich  
w ill tak e  p lace  o n  2 9 th  J a n u a ry . T h e  te a m  is fully 
c o n fid e n t o f  r e p e a tin g  th e ir  p rev io u s  v ic to rie s  in  this 
co m p e titio n .

R u g b y

T h e  w e a th e r  d u r in g  D e c e m b e r  w as n o t k in d  to 
R u g b y  a n d , in  co n seq u e n c e , m an y  gam es h a d  to  be 
p o s tp o n e d . O n ly  six  gam es h av e  b e e n  p lay e d — one 
w in , one  d ra w n  a n d  fo u r lost. T h e  R u g b y  fifteen 
h as n ev e r b e e n  th e  sam e tea m  fo r an y  tw o  gam es, 
leav e , d e m o b , ed u c a tio n a l co u rses , e tc . ,  b lee d in g  the 
o rig in a l tea m  o f  m an y  o f  its  b e s t p lay ers .

M a jo r  W ells , M .C .,  a m o s t u se fu l p lay e r , w as lost 
to  u s  a fte r  th e  f irs t g am e , a n d  C a p t. P re s to n , who 
p lay e d  a v e ry  g o o d  sp o ilin g  g am e a t s c ru m  half, 
le f t v e ry  sh o rtly  a fte rw ard s .

L ie u t.-C o l.  U n w in , u n fo r tu n a te ly , w as o n  leave 
d u r in g  th e  p e rio d  w h e n  th re e  o f  o u r  m atc h e s  were 
p lay ed . H e  r e tu rn e d  o n ly  to  p ro ce e d  to  F ra n c e  on 
to u r  w ith  th e  B .A .O .R . fifteen . I n  conseq u en ce , 
h e  has  o n ly  b e e n  ab le  to  tu rn  o u t  fo r  u s  once . T h e  
r e s u lt  o f  th is  g am e , 19— 8 in  o u r  fav o u r, speaks for 
itse lf. H is  v e ry  p rese n c e  ac te d  as a  to n ic  to  th e  team . 
A t lea s t th re e  o f  th e  o p p o n e n ts ,  “  T  ”  F o rc e , 30 
C o rp s  H .Q .,  w ere  d e ta ile d  to  w a tc h  h im , b u t  w ere 
u n a b le  to  s to p  h im  fro m  g iv in g  o u r  o th e r  th re e s  a 
field  day . H a d  C o lo n e l U n w in  b e e n  ava ilab le  to  us 
a ll th e  seaso n , th e re  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  a v e ry  d ifferen t 
ta le  to  tell. Sg t. P o p le  a n d  th e  tw o  S w an n  b ro th e rs, 
p re -w a r  R u g b y  L e a g u e  p lay e rs , b o th  th re e -q u a r te rs , 
h ave  b e e n  ava ilab le  fo r  all g am es a n d  w ere  always 
p ro m in e n t,  b o th  in  a tta c k  a n d  d e fen ce . P te . Sw ann, 
P . ,  f illed  in  th e  sc ru m  h a lf  v acan cy  a n d , w ith  his 
b ro th e r  a t s ta n d -o ff  h a lf , co m b in e d  ex tre m e ly  well. 
O f  th e  fo rw a rd s , P te . B av ersto ck , w h o  o n ly  learned  
th e  g am e  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  season , h a s  played 
ex tre m e ly  w ell th ro u g h o u t.  M a jo r  B ead n e ll, C apts.
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M an so n , A m o o re  a n d  F in u c an e  w ere th e  m ain stay  
o f  th e  pack . In  th e  fo u r  g am es lo st on ly  a few  p o in ts  
in  each  gam e sep a ra te d  th e  tw o  sides.

In  a tria l g am e fo r 214 B rig ad e , h e ld  a t  L u n e b e rg  
early  in  D e c e m b e r , L ie u t.-C o l. U n w in  a n d  Sgt. 
P ople , th re e -q u a r te r s ,  M a jo r  B ead n ell a n d  C ap t. 
M an so n , fo rw ard s , a n d  P te . S w an n , P . ,  reserv e  th re e -  
q u a rte r, w ere  se lec ted  to  re p re se n t  th e  B rig ad e  in  a 
gam e aga inst 154 B rig ad e  (51 H . D iv isio n ) a t  S tade.

M o t o r  C yc l in g

A  flourish ing  m o to r  cycle  c lu b  has  b een  fo rm ed  an d  
on  its  first day  o u t  co n v in c in g ly  d e fea ted  tw o  s tro n g  
team s fro m  214 B rig ad e  W o rk sh o p s a n d  656 In fa n try  
T p s . W o rk sh o p s o n  a v e ry  ro u g h  co u rse  a t  D a n n a n -  
burg . T h e  fo rm  o f  co m p e titio n  is k n o w n  as a 
“  sc ram b le ,”  a n d  in  essence  is m ere ly  a race  over 
th ree  o r m o re  laps o f  a c ro ss -c o u n try  course . P tes. 
T u f f  an d  V o n -B erg en  ro d e  m ag n ificen tly  to  w in  th e ir  
respective  classes a g a in st goo d  o p p o s itio n , a n d  C p l. 
R ivers show ed  g rea t co u rag e . C p l. C lem m ie  was 
o u t o f  luck , b u t  L /C p l.  W e th m a r  show ed  g rea t 
prom ise.

T h e  r e tu rn  m a tc h  o n  o u r  o w n  co u rse  p ro d u c e d  an  
equally  co n v inc ing  w in , V o n -B erg en  a n d  T u f f  g iv ing  
a first-c lass e x h ib itio n  o f  sk ilfu l r id in g  w h ich  
d e ligh ted  a larg e  c ro w d  o f  tro o p s  a n d  G erm an s . 
Cpl. R ivers v ery  p lu ck ily  r e m o u n te d  in  th e  final 
afte r tw o n asty  sp ills , w h ile  L  C p l. W e th m a r, w hose 
form  has im p ro v ed  o u t  o f  all know ledge , g a in ed  som e 
invaluable  p o in ts  fo r  seco n d  an d  th ird  places. Several 
p rom ising  rec ru its  a re  to  be  seen  o u t o n  p rac tice  
a fte rnoons, a n d  it is h o p e d  to  h o ld  fu r th e r  m atch es  
in th e  n ea r fu tu re .

1st  B A T T A L I O N  P R I N C E S S  L O U I S E ’S 
K E N S I N G T O N  R E G I M E N T ,  S P I T T A L ,  

C A R I N T H I A ,  A U S T R I A ,  C . M . F .

Editor ia l

A n o th er C h ris tm a s  has  com e a n d  g o n e , a C h ristm as  
th a t w ill long  rem a in  in  o u r  m em o ries . T o  ad d  
perfec tion , snow  b eg an  to  fall a t m id d ay  a n d  co n ­
t in u e d  r ig h t  th ro u g h  C h ris tm a s  n ig h t. I t  m ay  
appear s tran g e  to  re p o r t  a w h ite  C h ris tm a s  in  
A ustria , b u t  a lth o u g h  th e  h ills  a n d  valleys w ere 
w hite, snow  h a d  n o t ac tu a lly  fa llen  fo r  six  w eeks.

T h is  w ill have b een  th e  las t a rm y  C h ris tm a s  fo r  a 
very large n u m b e r  o f  th e  R e g im e n t ; m any  reg re tte d  
th ey  w ere  u n a b le  to  sp e n d  i t  w ith  th e ir  fam ilies a t 
hom e ; b u t  w e  h a d  o u r  co m p en sa tio n s— w e n o ticed  
no  auste rity . F locks o f  tu rk ey s  w ere b ro u g h t u p  
from  I ta ly , as also w ere  m an y  o th e r  com m o d ities  
w hich  h e lp e d  to  d ig est th e  b ird s . T h e  B atta lio n  
was sp read  o v er a v ery  larg e  a rea  o f  A u s t r ia ; co n ­
sequen tly  each  G ro u p  a rra n g e d  th e ir  o w n  cele­
brations. A m o n g  th em , w ere tea  p a rties  fo r  th e  
local A u s tria n  c h ild ren . A ll th e  fo o d  fo r  th ese  
parties w as saved  f ro m  th e  m e n ’s o w n  ra tio n s  ; an d  
the  co n seq u en t sm all sacrifice w as m o re  th a n  co m ­
p en sated  fo r b y  th e  v e ry  e v id e n t en jo y m en t d isp layed  
by  th e  c h ild ren . T h e  g en e ro sity  o f  th e  R eg im en t 
was rew ard ed  by  m an y  le tte rs  o f  th an k s  f ro m  th e  
A u strian  local au th o ritie s.

As m ay be  e x p ected , th e  A rc tic  w e a th e r o f  A ustria  
precludes th e  p lay in g  o f  n o rm a l B ritish  w in te r  
gam es. T h e  o n ly  ex cep tio n  to  th is  has  b een  the  
selection o f  M r. S h im ie ld  to  rep re se n t th e  D iv ision  
at hockey. In  th e ir  p lace , w e en joy  sk i-in g  an d

sk a tin g . T h e s e  tw o  sp o rts  fo rm  p a r t  o f  o u r  m ilita ry  
tra in in g  a n d  all th e  e q u ip m e n t is a n  o rd n a n c e  issue. 
W e h ave  am p le  e q u ip m e n t,  b u t ,  c u rio u s ly  e n o u g h , 
sn o w  in  S P I T T A L  is in  sh o rt  su p p ly . N e v e r th e le ss , 
g ro u p s  h av e  e s ta b lish e d  th e ir  o w n  ski c a m p s  u p  in  
th e  h ills , w h ere  p a rties  go  fo r  a w eek’s in s tru c tio n  
a t  a tim e . T h e  e n th u s ia sm  can  be  g au g ed  b y  th e  
n u m b e r  o f  crocks th a t  can  b e  seen  h o b b lin g  a ro u n d  
th e  b a rrack s  ( th e  A d ju ta n t  has a m o s t  am azin g  
affin ity  fo r  g a te  p o sts). As th e  w in te r  p ro g resses  w e 
can  ex p ec t d eep  sn o w  e v e ry w h e re .. W e w ill th e n  
have w in te r  sp o rts  lite ra lly  o n  th e  d o o rs tep . W h e n  
th e  te m p e ra tu re  is alw ays below7 ze ro  a n d  d ro p s  to  
30 be low  a t m id n ig h t,  th e  lack o f  sn o w  is h a rd ly  
cred ib le .

T h e  re lease  sch em e is d e p le tin g  th e  B a tta lio n  a t 
a m o st a la rm in g  sp eed . S o  fa r , w e h ave  h a d  no  
no tif ica tio n  o f  re in fo rc e m e n ts . C o n se q u e n tly , d u tie s  
b eco m e  h e av ie r  a n d  heav ier. M o s t  o f  o u r  W .O .s  
a n d  e ig h ty  p e r  cen t, o f  th e  N .C .O .s  h av e  le f t  o r  w ill 
have  g o n e  b e fo re  a n o th e r  six  w eeks h ave  e lap sed . 
I t  can. th e re fo re  b e  seen  th a t  g re a t  o p p o r tu n itie s  
ex is t fo r  a n d  g rea t th in g s  a re  e x p e c te d  o f  th e  n e w ­
co m ers  fro m  C h ester.

B efo re  th e  w ar, g lo b e  tro t te r s  p a id  fab u lo u s  sum s 
to  v isit A u s tria  fo r  th e  w in te r  sp o rts . W e can  w ell 
u n d e rs ta n d  it. T o  a u g m e n t o u r  am en itie s , w e  h av e  
a n  ex cellen t c in em a in  S p itta l w ith  a b i-w eek ly  
c h an g e  o f  p ro g ra m m e ; a n d  a m o b ile  c in em a  also 
v isits th e  g ro u p s  o n  d e ta c h m en t. W e a re  n o rm a lly  
v is ite d  b y  a n  E .N .S .A . o r  A .M .S . sh o w  o n ce  a 
w e e k ; a n d , rec e n tly , w e w ere  e n te r ta in e d  b y  th e  
R eg im en ta l B a n d  o f  th e  R oyal D rag o o n s.

T h e  a d v e n t o f  p eace  is d e m o n s tra te d  b y  th e  rec e n t 
a rr iv a l o f  th e  f irs t p a rty  o f  w ives a n d  ch ild ren . W e 
w elcom e th e m  to  A u s tria  a n d  h o p e  th a t  th e y  w ill 
en jo y  th e ir  s tay  in  th is  lovely  c o u n try .

F in a lly , w e w o u ld  all like  to  c o n g ra tu la te  th e  
fo llow ing o n  b e in g  aw ard ed  d eco ra tio n s  :

M .C .— M a jo r  B. V. C . H a rp u r  ; C ap t. R . M itc h e ll .
M .M .— 6200187 S g t. M o re to n , A.
M e n t io n e d  in  D e s p a t c h e s .— M a jo r  A. E . B. 

F o x w e l l ; C a p t. R . G . S h av e  C a p t. A . H . S a n d fo rd ; 
L ie u t. F . F . K e n d e l l ; L ie u t.  J. R . G r a y ; L ie u t.
D . W . B lizard  ; C .S .M . M c G o w an , T .  J . ; 6462947 
S S g t. K ib b le , L . ; 4129452 A  C .Q .M .S . D e rr ic k ,
D . ; 6200187 S g t. M o re to n , A . ; 6216796 S g t.
Sew ell, A . ; 6846465 L  Sgt. C h a s to n , E . ; 14220265 
C pl. K ersh aw , A . ; 6200339 C p l. O u t to n , A . ;
6846524 C p l. M ark s , L . W . ; 5946376 C p l. W a lto n ,
F . ; 6211103 P te . D a v y , J . W . j 6211553 P te -
P e rew itz , S. ; 6846550 P te . R o x b o ro u g h , A.

A R O U N D  T O W N  I N  H E A D Q U A R T E R  G R O U P

A fte r  th e  cosiest C h ris tm a s  a b ro a d — c o m p le te  
w ith  k id d ie s ’ p a rty  o rg an ised  b y  C a p t. G e rm a n  a n d  
ab ly  a id e d  a n d  a b e tte d  b y  M iss  K e a tin g , m an ag e ress  
o f  th e  “  C la re n d o n  ”  C a n te en , a n d  S g t. W ilso n  
(A .C .C .)— Ja n u a ry , 1946, e n te rs  in to  a n e w  p h ase  
o f  occu p atio n .

G o n e  a re  th e  in itia l u rg en c ies  o f  th e  m ise rie s  o f  
th o u sa n d s  o f  “  D isp la c e d  P e rso n n e l ” — th e  ro p in g  
in  o f  “  S .S .”  a n d  o th e r  b a d  ty p es  a n d  e s ta b lish in g  
law  a n d  o rd e r  a f te r  th e  c h ao tic  a fte rm a th  o f  co llapse. 
T h in g s  have eased  u p  c o n s id e rab ly  a n d  th e  lads 
h ave  h ad  a lit tle  m o re  tim e  fo r  sp o rts  a n d  e n te r ta in ­
m en t, a lth o u g h  o c c u p a tio n  life s till  isn ’t  q u ite  th e  
T y ro le a n  “  S h a n g ri-L a  ”  o f  s in e c u res  a n d  sk i- in g , 
S tra u ss  w altzes a n d  tim e  o u t  fo r  y o d e llin g  th a t  a lo t 
o f  foolish  folks th in k .
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A  varie ty  o f  new  jo b s  a re  alw ays c ro p p in g  u p  and  
it speaks h ig h ly  fo r  th e  fa ir a n d  slick  a d m in is tra tio n  
o f  th e  K en s in g to n s  th a t  th e y  h ave  a p ro d ig io u s  
local p res tig e .

“  H .Q .”  G ro u p  is b ille te d  in  th e  m ed iev a l o ld  
Schloss P o r tia  in  S p itta l (alleged  to  possess a  22- 
carat g h o s t ) ; a n d  th e  ever v ig ilan t S ignals sp read  
th e ir  w iry  ten tac le s  to  “  B ,”  “ C ”  a n d  “ D ”  G ro u p s  
in  n earb y  v illages w ith  d u p lic a te  lin es  an d  rad io  
te leg raphy  as a sa feguard  ag a in st th e  severe w ea th er 
co nd itions w h ic h  m ig h t  s u d d e n ly  m ake c o m m u n i­
cations im possib le .

A p a rt f ro m  ro u tin e  ru n s  fo r  ra tio n s , N A A F I , 
film s, E .N .S .A . p a rtie s , e tc ., S g t. C h a m b e rla in  has 
had  eager d e m a n d s  for t ra n s p o r t  to  to u r  th e  S o u th e rn  
G erm an  a n d  A u s tr ia n  to u r is t  M e c c a s ; a n d  day 
trip s  have b een  o rg an ised  to  ascen d  th e  a lm o st local 
G rossg lockner, w h ic h  is 12,003 f t.  above  sea level. 
E x p ed itions have even  ran g e d  as far s o u th  as th e  
I ta lian  re so rts  o f  V en ice  a n d  G ra d o . As soon  as 
one p ro b le m  is “  te e d -u p ,”  a n o th e r  m ateria lises. 
L a tes t h eadache  is h a u lin g  fu rn itu re  fo r  th e  h om es 
o f new ly a rriv ed  w ives— th e  v a n g u a rd  o f  schem e 
“  H en p eck .”  M a jo r  H a rp u r ,  w h o  has b een  w ritin g  
the B atta lion  H is to ry  a n d  ru n n in g  th e  p o p u la r  
D ivisional n ew sp ap er B a ttlea xe  W eekly , le f t fo r  
E ng land  o n  B ox ing  D a y  to  assis t o n  “  H e n p e c k .”

A d ism al r e p o r t  rece iv ed  f ro m  A .S .M . J . P . W h y te  
states th a t  co ld  w e a th e r a n d  b a d  ro ad s  h av e  m ain ly  
co n trib u ted  to  h itt in g  a n ew  h ig h  in  sm a sh -u p s, an d  
L /C p l. M a so n  a n d  h is reco v ery  c rew  h ave  c locked 
a steady 9 ,000 m iles b rin g in g  in  b reak d o w n s— in 
tw o 'm o n th s  a lone !

L ieu t. A . R . E d g eco m b e , w h en  n o t  sh an g h ai-in g  
dom estic  a rtic les  fo r  “  H e n p e c k ,”  h as  h is  h a n d s  full 
“  Q -in g  ”  fo r  S u rre n d e re d  E n e m y  P erso n n e l and  
w restling w ith  m o u n ta in s  o f  sk i-in g  k i t  ( if  y o u  w a n t 
a cheap m ilita ry  fu n e ra l, ju s t ask  h im  fo r “  W ax  ”—  
he has a m illio n  v arie ties). C  S g t. S h ap ire  (ex -7 0 th  
Battalion) has tak e n  o v er f ro m  R .Q .M .S . H ea d in g to n , 
w ho is leav ing  o n  release.

Cpl. “  H a n k  ”  H a lsey  has  tak e n  o v er th e  C o rp o ra ls ’ 
C lub  in  th e  a n tiq u e  W einstube , as C p l. S tan b rid g e  
left for release  ; in  fac t, e v e ry  d e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  
R eg im en t th ese  days is p lay in g  a d esp era te  g am e o f  
shuffling m en  to  p lu g  gaps m ad e  b y  th e  release  o f  th e  
large m id d le -tw en tie s  g ro u p s. R ecen t releases 
include L  C p l. H a r ry  C reese  (T .A .) ,  Sgt. W alle r, 
w ho rep re se n te d  th e  7 8 th  D iv is io n  a n d  5 th  C orps
and  was an  A rsena l reserv e  a t  o n e  tim e . S g t.
Q uested , o f  th e  O rd e r ly  R o o m , has  h a n d e d  o ver to  
Sgt. W ak efo rd , a n d  R .S .M . M c F a d d e n  has rep laced  
R .S .M . U p c h u rc h , w h o  le ft ju s t  befo re  C h ristm as. 
Sgt. H o d g es, w h o  has b een  in  th e  S ignals s ince his 
T .A . days, also leaves sh o rtly . D o c u m e n tin g , 
jabb ing , ex am in in g  a n d  O kay ing  th ese  h o m e -b o u n d  
prodigals is Sg t. E d m ead s , w ho  left th e  30th
B atta lion  a t th e  T o w e r  in  1942. P ro v o st Sgt.
“  T in y  ”  W ate rs  ( in s tru c to r  a t M ill H ill in  1940) 
leaves in  a c o u p le  o f  w eeks, to  b e  rep laced  b y  Sgt. 
W . H am lin , w h o  serv ed  fo r sev en teen  years in  th e  
2n d  B atta lio n  M id d lesex  R eg im en t.

T o g e th e r  w ith  C .S .M . E . C . L e a d e r  ( e x - io th  an d  
70 th  M id d lesex ), a ll se n d  b e s t w ishes to  o ld  
M idd lesex  frien d s  fo r  1946.

“  B ”  S U P P O R T  G R O U P  N O T E S

F o r  th e  las t th re e  m o n th s  th e  G ro u p  have b een  
s ta tioned  in  R a d e n th e in , a larg e  village o f  som e 1,500

sou ls. T h e  G ro u p  d id  n o t  tak e  lo n g  to  se ttle  in  an d  
w ere  so o n  o n  goo d  te rm s  w ith  th e  in h a b ita n ts .  T h e  
m a in  life o f  th e  v illage c e n tre s  a ro u n d  th e  v e ry  larg e  
m ag n e s iu m  fac to ry , A m e ric a n  ow-ned, b u t ,  o f  co u rse , 
tak e n  o v e r  b y  th e  G e rm a n s  d u r in g  th e  w ar. I t  
p ro v id e s  e m p lo y m e n t fo r  a b o u t  80 p e r  c en t, o f  th e  
p o p u la tio n . I n  o u r  v e ry  ea rly  days it  h a rb o u re d  a 
g rea t n u m b e r  o f  S .S . a n d  N a z is , a n d  w e s p e n t  a 
c o n s id e rab le  tim e  in  w in k lin g  th e m  o u t  w ith  su rp r ise  
ra id s  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  F ie ld  S e c u rity  Police .

W e a re  b ille te d  in  v a rio u s  gasthaus  o r  in n s  o v e r 
th e  v illage, all o f  w h ic h  h av e  b een  d e c o ra ted  w ith  
th e  R eg im e n ta l r e d  a n d  g rey , a n d  w h ic h  sp o rt  nam es 
like “  T h e  M o rta r  A rm s ,”  “  K e n ’s -a -P o p p in ’,”  an d  
“  T h e  D o d g e rs ’ A rm s .”  T h e  O fficers’ M ess  a n d  
b ille t is th e  o ld  d i re c to r ’s h o u se , a v e ry  im p o sin g  
edifice. T h e  fac to ry  ca n te e n  has b een  a p p ro p r ia te d  
fo r  th e  m e n ’s c a n te e n  a n d  v a rio u s  liq u o rs  a n d  b ee r 
a re  o n  sale ev e ry  n ig h t.

E v e ry  w eek  th e  G ro u p  h o ld  a d a n c e , w h ich  is 
a tte n d e d  b y  a b o u t  350 p eo p le  o f  b o th  sexes, a n d  
w h ic h  c u lm in a te d  rec e n tly  in  a G ra n d  F a n c y  D re ss  
B all, h e ld  ju s t  b e fo re  C h ris tm a s . T h e re  w ere  a b o u t 
600 p eo p le  in  a tte n d a n ce , a b o u t  h a lf  in  fan cy  d ress  
a n d  th e  re s t in  b o rro w e d  c ivvy  su its .

M o s t  o f  th e  G ro u p  h ave  h a d  th e ir  f irs t B lig h ty  
leave a fte r  n ea rly  th re e  years overseas ; th e y  w e n t in  
p a rtie s  o f  tw e n ty , w h ic h  m ea n t th a t  o v e r 100 m en  
w ere aw ay  a t  o n e  tim e . A ll d u tie s  w ere  c a rr ie d  o u t  
b y  th e  few  m en  w h o  rem a in e d  b e h in d . T h is  sp e lt 
g u a rd  ev e ry  o th e r  n ig h t  a n d  o th e r  irk so m e  tasks, 
b u t  th e y  w ere  c a rried  o u t  in  a c h eerfu l sp ir it.

T h e  f irs t p e a ce tim e  C h ris tm a s  w as c e le b ra te d  in  
fine  s ty le , th e  F a n c y  D re ss  D a n c e  m e n tio n e d  above , 
a  S ta g  P a r ty , th e  u su a l b u m p e r  C h ris tm a s  d in n e r ,  
a n d  a n e w  in n o v atio n , a C h ild re n ’s P a r ty . O n e  
h u n d re d  o f  th e  c h ild re n  in  th e  village w e re  fed  o n  
tea , cakes, b u n s  a n d  san d w ich es . I t  w as a  g rea t 
success ju d g in g  b y  th e  n u m b e r  w h o  o v e ra te  th e m ­
selves a n d  w ere  sick. T h e  k id s  w ere  a fte rw a rd s  
e n te r ta in e d  b y  a P u n c h  a n d  Ju d y  sh o w  a n d  a f irs t-  
ra te  c o n ju re r. W e d o  n o t  k n o w  w h o  en jo y ed  th e m ­
selves m o re , th e  c h ild re n  o r  th e  so ld ie rs  w h o  ac ted  
as h o s ts .

A  g rea t n u m b e r  o f  th e  o ld  s ta lw arts  a re  leav ing  
every  w eek fo r  C iv v y  S tre e t. C a p t. S a n d fo rd , Sgts. 
D ay , B o n h am , M u c h m o re , M o re to n  (M .M .) ,  P te s. 
P e rry , H eav in  a n d  B u ll a re  am o n g  th e  m an y  w ho  
h ave  left. A t th e  sam e t im e , m o re  a w a rd s  a re  
a rr iv in g  fo r  p a s t serv ices in  ac tio n  to  b o th  p re s e n t  
a n d  p as t m em b e rs  o f  th e  G ro u p . A m o n g  th ese  a re  : 
M a jo r  B. V . C . H a rp u r  a n d  C a p t. R . A . M itc h e ll,  
w h o  h ave  b o th  b een  aw a rd e d  th e  M ilita ry  C ro ss  ; 
S g t. A . E . M o re to n , w h o  w as aw a rd e d  th e  M ilita ry  
M e d al a n d  w as a lso  m en tio n ed  in  d e s p a tc h e s ; 
C a p t. S a n d fo rd , L  S g t. L . W . M a rk s , L  S g t. A . E. 
C h a s to n  a n d  P te . A . R o x b o ro u g h , w h o  w ere  all 
m en tio n ed  in  d esp a tch es. S ince  c o m in g  o verseas 
th e  G ro u p  has  w o n  th re e  M .C .s ,  th re e  M .M .s ,  one 
A m erican  B ronze  S ta r  a n d  e leven  officers a n d  m en  
h ave  b een  m en tio n ed  in  d e sp a tc h e s , a n d  w e h o p e  
th e  lis t is fa r  f ro m  co m p le te .

W ith  th e  release o f  26  G ro u p  p rac tica lly  all 
m em b e rs  o f  th e  G ro u p  w h o  w ere  in  th e  R e g im e n t 
a t th e  w a r’s c o m m en cem en t w ill h ave  g o n e , a n d  new , 
fre sh  b lood  w ill b e  a r r iv in g ; if  th ey  c a n  m ain ta in  
th e  s ta n d a rd  th a t  has g o n e  b e fo re  th e re  can  be  no  
co m p la in ts .
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T h e  D ining  R oom  a t the S k i  School.

“ C ”  S U P P O R T  G R O U P  N O T E S

T h e  las t tw o  m o n th s  h ave  b e e n  fu ll  o f  activ ity  
fo r  th e  G ro u p ,  b o th  o p e ra tio n a lly  a n d  in  th e  field 
o f  sp o rt.

D u r in g  N o v e m b e r  a n d  th e  ea rly  p a r t  o f  D ecem b er 
i t  seem ed  as i f  th e  G ro u p  w o u ld  sp e n d  C h ris tm a s  at 
E d lin g  C a m p . P re p a ra tio n s  w e re  u n d e r  w ay  to 
e n su re  th a t  th is  festiva l w o u ld  be  th e  b e s t s p e n t  since 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w a r , fo r  i t  w o u ld  b e  th e  last 
C h r is tm a s  t h a t  m an y  o f  th e  m e n  w o u ld  sp e n d  in  the 
A rm y . F o ra g in g  p a rtie s  w ere  b e in g  se n t  o u t  to 
e n d e av o u r  to  b u y  p ig s  a n d  p o u l try  to  s u p p le m e n t the 
ra tio n s . S to ck s  o f  w in es  a n d  sp ir its  w e re  being 
a c c u m u la te d  in  th e  c a n te e n , a n d  e v e ry th in g  was 
rea d y  fo r  a  rea lly  b u m p e r  tim e .

F o r tu n e ,  h o w ev er, d e m a n d e d  o th erw ise , a n d  a week 
b e fo re  C h ris tm a s  “  C  ”  G ro u p  h a d  to  m o v e  to  an 
a rea  n e a r  th e  A u s tro -Ju g o s la v  b o rd e r ,  s o u th  of 
K la g e n fu r t.  T h is  m o v e  w as n o t  accom plished  
w ith o u t  d ifficu lty , fo r  th e  icy  n a tu re  o f  th e  ro ad s  m ade 
th e  m o v em e n t o f  t ra c k  v eh ic les  e x trem e ly  hazardous. 
I t  says m u c h  fo r  th e  q u a lity  o f  o u r  d riv e rs  th a t  the 
m o v e  w as acco m p lish e d  safely a n d  w ith o u t  loss of 
v eh ic les, th o u g h  th e  c a rr ie rs  h a d  to  stage a t V illach.

T h e  G ro u p  o cc u p ie d  th re e  sm all v illages, G ro u p
H .Q . b e in g  in  U n te r lo ib l,  th e  M .M .G . C o m p a n y  in 
F e is tr itz  a n d  th e  H .M . C o m p a n y  in  S t. M a rg e re th e n , 
co v e rin g  a n  a rea  o f  a b o u t f if teen  m iles. A lth o u g h  
th is  m o v e  u p s e t  th e  p rev io u s  C h ris tm a s  a rran g e ­
m e n ts ,  a lte rn a tiv e  p lan s  w e re  soon  in  fu ll sw ing. 
T h e  m e n  m ad e  th em se lv es  co m fo rta b le  a n d  everyone 
in te n d e d  to  en jo y  C h ris tm a s  to  th e  fu ll. A  p ro ­
g ram m e  o f  ro u tin e  p a tro ls  to  th e  villages o n  the 
b o rd e r ,  to  ch eck  fo r  refu g ee  a n d  c u rre n c y  sm uggling , 
a n d  a co u rse  o f  sk i- in g  in s tru c t io n  w ere  in stitu ted .T h e  B a tta lio n  S k i  Sch o o l C entre.
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U n fo rtu n a te ly , a th a w  se t in  ju s t  b e fo re  C h ris tm a s  
an d  sk i-in g  becam e  im p o ssib le  th ro u g h  lack  o f  snow .

C h ris tm a s  w ill lo n g  b e  re m e m b e re d  b y  all. F o u r  
d ay s’ h o lid ay  h a d  b e e n  g ra n te d  a n d  th e  m o s t was 
m ad e  o f  it.  O f  n ecess ity , each  C o m p a n y  h a d  to  
a rran g e  its  o w n  fes tiv itie s , b u t  e v e ry o n e  h a d  p len ty  
to  ea t a n d  d r in k  a n d  a th o ro u g h ly  en joyab le  tim e 
was sp e n t b y  all. T h e  officers v is ite d  each  C o m p an y  
in  tu rn . D an ces  w ere  h e ld  w h ic h  w e re  un q u a lified  
successes in  sp ite  o f  lack  o f  ro o m  in  t h e  d an ce  halls 
at F e is tr itz  a n d  S t. M arg e re th e n .

N o  so o n er w as C h ris tm a s  o v e r th a n  th e  G ro u p  h ad  
to  r e tu rn  to  E d lin g , a n d , in  sp ite  o f  th e  sh o rt  t im e  
sp e n t in  th e ir  new  lo ca tio n , ev ery o n e  w as so rry  to  
have to  leave. T h e  G ro u p  w as re liev ed  b y  th e  4 th  
B atta lio n  D e v o n sh ire  R eg im e n t, n ew ly  a rr iv ed  fro m  
E n g lan d . T h e  m o v e  b ack  w as ag a in  v e ry  d ifficu lt 
an d  th e  ca rr ie rs  w ere  m o v ed  in  b a tc h e s  o ver a p e rio d  
o f  a w eek.

L eave d tir in g  th is  p e rio d  h a d  b een  o u ts ta n d in g , 
a n d  b y  th e  e n d  o f  th e  y ea r e v e ry  m an  in  th e  G ro u p  
had  b een  h o m e  o n  L .I .A .P .  M o s t  o f  th e m  h ad  
already  re tu rn e d  a n d  w ere  n ow  w a itin g  to  b e  
dem o b ilised  o r  w a itin g  fo r  th e  n e w  s h o r t  leave to  
begin . T h e  d em o b ilisa tio n  o f  th e  N .C .O s . o f  th e  
low er A  S G ro u p  h as  n ecess ita ted  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  
m an y  ju n io r  N .C .O s . D em o b ilisa tio n  d in n e rs  a re  
be ing  h e ld  a n d  th e  O fficers e n te r ta in e d , th e  S ergean ts  
to  a d in n e r  a t  th e  O fficers’ C o u n try  C lu b .

T h e  G ro u p  h a d  b een  h av in g  p len ty  o f  sp o rt 
d u r in g  th is  p e rio d . F o o tb a ll  m a tch es, fo llow ed  b y  a 
social in  th e  C a n te en  w ith  tab le  ten n is  a n d  d a rts  
to u rn a m en ts  w ere  h e ld  w ith  local u n its . I n  sp ite  o f  
nearly  50 p e r  cen t, o f  th e  G ro u p  b e in g  aw ay o n  
L .I .A .P .,  th e  fo o tb a ll tea m  gave a  g ood  a c co u n t o f  
i tse lf  ag a in st 321/132 F ie ld  R e g im e n t R .A . I n  th e  
B atta lion  c ro ss -c o u n try  r u n  “  C  ”  G ro u p  cam e o u t 
as easy v ic to rs  a n d  fo u r  m em b ers  o f  th e  G ro u p  
w ere selected  to  r u n  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  in  th e  in te r -U n it  
ru n  h e ld  a t  R om e.

W ith  th e  a d v e n t o f  th e  snow y w ea th er foo tball 
s to p p ed  a n d  w as rep laced  b y  sk i-in g  a n d  skating . 
E very  m an  in  th e  G ro u p  has  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  learn  
to  ski u n d e r  th e  tu te lag e  o f  e x p e rt A u s tr ia n  in ­
s tru c to rs . A n  ice sk a tin g  r in k  has  b een  m ad e  b y  
flooding a field a n d  i t  is h o p e d , a t  a la te r  d a te , to  
sta rt ice  hockey  m atch es. Skis a n d  skates are  
available to  all m en  a t  v e ry  ch eap  rates.

So h e re  w e a re  w ith  th e  E d lin g  a ir  filled  w ith  
cries o f  “  R o ll o n , m y  seven ,”  a lte rn a te d  b y  “  B ring  
o u t m o re  sk is.”

“ D ”  G R O U P  N O T E S

T h e  p a s t th re e  m o n th s  h av e  b een  a p e rio d  o f  
p lacid  calm  a n d  p re-re lease  rep o se , e n lig h ten e d  b y  a 
few  h ig h lig h ts  w h ic h  w ill, n o  d o u b t,  live lo n g  in  the  
m em ories o f  o u r  o w n  chaps w h o  w ere  lucky  en ough  
to  p a rtic ip a te  a n d  in  th e  m in d s  o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  
G m u n d , w ho  w ere  in te re s te d  a n d  so m ew h at am azed  
sp ecta to rs— a n d  a lso , f ro m  tim e  to  t im e , p a rtic ip an ts .

F o r  o u r  f irs t p a rty  w e h a d  to  rev ise  th e  R o m an  
c a len d a r a n d  in s t itu te  a n ew  S a in ts ’ D ay . A s in  all 
C a th o lic  c o u n tries , all th e  ho lid ay s  in  o u r  village 
seem  to  b e  irrev o cab ly  t ie d  u p  w ith  th e  sa in ts , and  
so, to  e n su re  th e  fu lle s t co -o p e ra tio n  a n d  p e rh ap s  
in stil a g rea te r  sense o f  fo rg iveness in  th e  c iv ilians’ 
bosom s, w e in tro d u c ed  th e m  to  th a t  w ell-know n 
p a tro n  sa in t o f  m ir th  a n d  m erry -m a k in g , S t. G u y  
Faw kes. W e h ad  co n sid e rab le  d ifficu lty  in  m ak ing

G u a rd  M o u n tin g  a t S p i t ta l  zcith the M a ssed  P ipes o f  
the  38 th  (Ir ish ) B rigade.

th e  B u rg o m eis te r  see how' o n e  so n o to rio u s  c o u ld  
p o ssib ly  b e  co n n ec ted  w ith  a c e leb ra tio n . N o  d o u b t 
h is  m in d  w as filled  w ith  th o u g h ts  o f  R e ich stag s  in  
flam es. E v en tu a lly , how’ever, h e  a g re e d  to  co­
o p e ra te  to  th e  ex te n t o f  h av in g  th e  to w n  fire  b rig ad e  
s ta n d in g  b y  a n d  len d in g  u s  th e  m a in  s tre e t fo r  th e  
n ig h t  fo r  a b o n fire  o f  bonfires.

F o r  o u r  n ex t p a rty  w e  w e re  in tro d u c e d  to  St. 
N ich o las , th e  p a tro n  sa in t o f  c h ild re n , a n d  so m e  o f  
th e  c h ild ren  a t  th a t  p a r ty  p a r te d  f ro m  th e i r  ro m p e rs  
m an y  years ago. A s S t. N ic h o la s  w as h e a rd  to  
rem a rk  a fte r  all w as ov er, “  W h y  sh o u ld  I  w aste  m y  
tim e  chasing  n a u g h ty  lit tle  g irls  w fien  th e re  a re  so 
m an y  n a u g h ty  b ig  ones w h o  w o u ld  ra th e r  ch ase  
m e ? ”

A n d  so th e  o ld  y ea r w’o re  o n  to  C h ris tm a s . N o w , 
a lth o u g h  m o st o f  u s  w o u ld  ra th e r  h ave  s p e n t  C h r is t­
m as w ith  o u r  fam ilies, I d o  n o t  th in k  th e re  is one  
m an  w h o  is  n o t  p re p a re d  to  a d m it  th a t  th is  w as o n e  
o f  th e  b e s t C h ristm ases  ev e r. T h e r e  w’as a caro l- 
sing ing  party ' w 'hich fa iled  to  s in g  its  w ay  p a s t “  T h e  
R o se  a n d  Crowm  ”  ( th e  m e n ’s ca n te e n ). A  h o rse  an d  
t ra p  w as “  re q u is itio n ed  ”  fo r  th e  a fte rn o o n  a n d  was 
p u t  to  v e ry  g ood  use. A n d , finally , th e re  was 
C h ris tm a s  n ig h t.

N ew  Y ear’s E v e  w as o n  u s  a lm o s t to o  so o n , b u t  
w e rallied  fo r  th e  final flin g  o f  th e  o ld  y ea r w ith  a



G ra n d  M a sq u e ra d e . S y lv e ste r  a p p e a rs  to  b e  to  th e  
A u s tria n s  w h a t H o g m a n a y  is to  th e  S co ts. I n  fac t, 
o n e  S c o tsm a n  w as h e a rd  to  re m a rk  to  a n o th e r  th a t  
h e  d o u b te d  w h e th e r  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  ab le  to  d o  
it  a n y  b e tte r  n o r th  o f  th e  B o rd e r. M a n y  a m a n  w as 
seen  h a s tily  to  leave  h is  p a r tn e r  a t  m id n ig h t  w h e n  th e  
m ask s w e re  ra ised .

S u c h  w as th e  f in a l q u a r te r  o f  1945. O f  co u rse , 
th e re  w e re  o d d  m o m e n ts  w h e n  w e  h a d  to  w o rk , 
s u c h  as o u r  g ra n d  w o o d -c u tt in g  e ffo r t, w h ic h  e v e ry ­
o n e  a p p re c ia te s  n o w  th a t  w in te r  is  o n  u s , b u t  w h ic h  
ca u se d  m an y  a n  a c h in g  s h o u ld e r  a n d  b ice p  a n d  m an y  
a te n d e r  p a lm . W h e n  th e  sn o w s c am e , w e  b e g a n  o u r  
sk i- in g  a n d  th e  local C .C .S . b e g a n  to  d o  b u s in ess  
o n ce  m o re , w h ile  th e  b o ttle s  o f  S lo a n ’s l in im e n t 
w h ic h  h a d  la in  so lo n g  in  N A A F I  s to c k  w e re  a t  a 
p re m iu m . H a r d  w o rk  a ll o f  i t  w h ile  i t  la s te d , w ith  
h a rd  p lay in g  to  c o m p e n sa te .

O n e  f in a l c o m m e n t is  to  i llu s tra te  th e  g ro w in g  
fr ie n d lin e ss  b e tw e en  th e  A u s tria n s  a n d  th e  fo rces  o f  
o c c u p a tio n , a n d  th e  g ro w in g  t ru s t  p la c e d  in  u s . A  
c e rta in  p e rs o n  h a p p e n s  to  o c c u p y  a ro o m  in  a 
gasthaus. O n e  e v e n in g  a t  a b o u t six  o ’c lo ck  a t im id  
k n o c k  c a m e  a t  th e  d o o r  a n d  a  c o w e rin g  sch o o lg irl
p re s e n te d  h e rs e lf  w i th  th e  re q u e s t  “  W o u ld  M r . -------
b e  so  k in d  as to  h e lp  h e r  w ith  h e r  h o m ew o rk , a n  
essay  in  E n g lis h  o n  th e  g ro w th  o f  th e  B r i tish  
E m p ire .”  M in d  y o u , th e  sc h o o l-leav in g  age is p r e t ty  
h ig h  in  A u s tria  !

C . M . F .  C R O S S - C O U N T R Y  R U N

• I n  th e  m id d le  o f  N o v e m b e r  th e  R e g im e n t w as 
ask ed  to  s u p p ly  a tea m  o f  c ro s s -c o u n try  r u n n e r s  to  
c o m p e te  in  th e  a ll .C .M .F . C ro s s -C o u n try  C h a m p io n ­
sh ip  to  b e  h e ld  in  R o m e  o n  th e  2 2 n d .

D e s p ite  th e  v e ry  s h o r t  n o tic e  w h ic h  p re c lu d e d  
a n y  tra in in g , a n d  th e  fa c t  th a t  m o s t  o f  th e  ru n n e rs  
h a d  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  B lig h ty  leave  th a t  s am e  w eek , 
a te a m , u n d e r  M a jo r  C . E . C u lle n , w e n t to  R o m e -b y  
tru c k . T h e r e  w e re  n in e  m e n  in  th e  te a m , th e  on ly  
rep re se n ta tiv e s  f ro m  th e  D iv is io n . T h e r e  w ere  
s ix te e n  tea m s c o m in g  f ro m  all p a r ts  o f  th e  C .M .F . ,  
a n d  all w e re  ex tre m e ly  w ell t ra in e d .  W h e n , th e r e ­
fo re , th e  R e g im e n ta l te a m  cam e  fo u r th  w e  w ere 
c o n s id e re d , as th e  D iv is io n a l n e w sp a p e r  p u t  it, 
“  to  h av e  d o n e  e x tre m e ly  w e ll.”

T h e  c o u rse  w as a s h o r t  b u t  g ru e ll in g  o n e , p a r t  o f  
w h ic h  r a n  a lo n g s id e  th e  T ib e r  o n  th e  o u tsk ir ts  o f  
R o m e . T h e  rac e  w as w o n  b y  th e  2 n d  P o lish  C o rp s , 
w i th  th e  6 th  S o u th  A fr ic a n  A rm o u re d  D iv is io n , 
th e  S h e rw o o d  F o re s te rs  a n d  o u rse lv es  s e co n d , th ird  
a n d  f o u r th  resp e c tiv e ly . I t  w as c a lc u la te d  o n  a tea m  
b asis , th e  f irs t  s ix  o f  e a ch  te a m  c o u n tin g . T h e  f irs t 
m an  h o m e , a S o u th  A fr ic a n , d id  th e  c o u rse  in  13.8 
m in s . P te .  P a rk e r  w as o u r  f irs t  m a n  h o m e , co m in g  
e le v e n th , b u t  th e  n e x t  five w e re  c lo se  u p  b e h in d . 
T h e  te a m  e n jo y e d  a th re e -d a y  h o lid a y  in  R o m e  
a f te r  th e  race .

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S

S in ce  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  O c to b e r  th e  S e rg ea n ts ’ 
M e ss  h as  b e c o m e  a  k a le id o sco p e  o f  e v e r-c h a n g in g  
faces. R .S .M . U p c h u rc h  h as  b e e n  su cceed ed  b y  
R .S .M . P . J . M c F a d d e n ,  a n d  v a rio u s  m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  “  O ld  G u a r d ,”  in c lu d in g  C .S .M . S k in n e r,  S o p er 
C la y to n  a n d  M c G o w a n  h av e  n o w  rec e iv ed  th e  lo n g - 
a w a ite d  “  t ic k e t .”

M e ss  fu n c tio n s  h av e  b een  n u m e ro u s , all d e p a rt in g  
m e m b e rs  h av e  b e e n  su ita b ly  a n d  flu id ly  a s su re d  o f  
o u r  so rro w  a t lo sin g  th em .

B eing  s itu a te d  in  S p itta l  in  q u a r te rs  o f  palatial 
d im e n s io n s , n a tu ra lly  w e a re  f re q u e n tly  w elcom ing 
m em b e rs  o f  o th e r  U n i t s  in- th e  D iv is io n  ; h en ce  the 
K e n s in g to n  h o sp ita lity  in  th is  re sp e c t  has become 
a lm o s t a leg e n d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  a rea .

W ith  th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  26 age g ro u p  a lm o s t all the 
o ld  fam ilia r  faces w ill h av e  le f t , b u t  th e  o ld  hands 
t h a t  a re  rem a in in g  c a n  a s su re  th e  n ew  m em b e rs  o f  a 
w a rm  w elcom e.
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T h e  q u a r te r  n o w  d raw in g  to  a c lose  has seen  a 
c o n tin u a tio n  o f  th e  b u sy  life o f  th is  c e n tre . T ra in ing , 
b o th  C o rp s  a n d  c o n tin u a tio n , h as  c o n tin u e d  un­
a b a te d . I n  a d d it io n , w e  h av e  h a d  to  cope  w ith  vast 
n u m b e rs  r e tu rn in g  to  c iv ilian  life  a n d  d ra f ts  pro­
c e ed in g  o verseas.

O n ly  o n e  m a jo r  ch a n g e  h a s  ta k e n  p lace  o n  the 
tra in in g  s id e — th e  w in d -u p  o f  th e  Specialist 
C o m p a n y . A t th e  m o m e n t o f  w r i tin g  th e  future 
p o licy  is still a l i t t l e . o b scu re . W e  a re  s till con­
t in u in g  to  t ra in  m o to r  cy c lis ts  a n d  ran g e ta k e rs , while 
specia lly  se lec ted  m e n  a re  b e in g  se n t to  Catterick 
fo r  tra in in g  as d r iv e r  o p e ra to rs . W e  w ere  extremely 
s o rry  to  see o u r  sp ecia lis t s ta ff  go  a n d  tak e  this 
o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  w ish in g  th e m  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  luck 
in  th e i r  n e w  a p p o in tm en ts .

W h ils t d e m o b ilisa tio n  th ro w s  a te rr if ic  am ount 
o f  w o rk  o n  to  th e  c e n tre , i t  d o es  a ffo rd  u s  th e  oppor­
tu n ity  o f  see in g  m an y  o ld  faces a n d  th e  ch an ce  to 
h av e  a la s t farew ell a n d  m ak e  p lan s  fo r  subsequent 
m ee tin g s  in  w h ic h  to  go  o v e r ag a in  o u r  experiences 
o f  th ese  la s t s ix  years.

T o  d a te  w e h av e  d e sp a tc h e d  tw o  d ra f ts ,  b o th  to 
th e  M .E .F .  Y o u n g , k een  a n d  eag er lad s  w h o , we 
feel su re , w ill be  a c re d it  to  th e ir  n ew  battalions. 
T w o  m o re  d ra f ts  a re  u n d e r  p re p a ra tio n  a t  the 
m o m e n t. S e c u rity  fo rb id s  m e n tio n in g  th e i r  ultimate 
d e s tin a tio n , b u t ,  w ith o u t  ex c ep tio n , e a ch  m an  is 
lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  jo in in g  a b a tta lio n , se ttlin g  down, 
a n d  a t  las t b eco m in g  a rea l m e m b e r  o f  th e  Regim ent.

A t s p o r t  w e c o n tin u e  w ith  ra th e r  fu ll  program m es. 
I n  th e  field  o f  so ccer w e  a re  u n a p p ro a c h a b le , an d  to 
d a te  h av e  o n ly  d ro p p e d  o n e  p o in t. O u r  goa l average 
is te rr if ic  a n d  w o u ld  b e  th e  en v y  o f  m an y  a major 
league  c lu b . A p p e n d e d  a re  leag u e  tab le s  u p  to  date.

G oals
T e a m  P- W . L .  D . F .  A . P-

26 M .G .T .C .  . .  10 9 o  1 92 12 19
9 7 2  o  53 20  14
7 5 1 1  34  18 n
6 5 1 o  33 7 10
7 5 2  o 35  2 3  10
6  3  3  0  23 37 6
4  2  2 o  16 38 4
8 2 6 o  16 33 4
9 1 8 o  17 70  2
6 o  5 1 12 47  1
6 o  6  o  12 38 0

A t  b o th  h o ck ey  a n d  ru g g e r  o u r  team s are 
g rad u a lly  fin d in g  th e i r  fo rm  a fte r  a  ra th e r  moderate 
s ta r t  a n d  w e h ave  s tro n g  h o p es  o f  ev en tu a lly  pro­
d u c in g  sid es  w h ic h  w ill a t  lea s t a c q u it themselves 
w ell in  th e  fo rth c o m in g  d is tr ic t  c h a m p io n sh ip s .

T h e  h ig h lig h t o f  th e  social s id e  o f  th e  U n i t  was 
o u r  S av in g s W eek.

T h e  su d d e n  a p p e ara n c e  o f  say in g s , d an ce , cony«] 
a n d  b o x in g  p o s te rs  in  cam p  a n d  in  C h e s te r ,  combined
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w ith  slides in  th e  C in em a , rad io  v an  co m m e n ta rie s  
and n ew sp ap e r w r i te -u p s , a n n o u n c e d  th e  o p e n in g  o f  
26 M .G .T .C .  B lacon C a m p  S avings W eek , an d  
and w h a t a w eek  i t  w as. W eeks a n d  w eeks o f  p ap e r 
w ork h ad  b een  p u t  in to  o u r  e ffo rt, a n d  w e w ere  m o st 
anxious th a t  i t  sh o u ld  be  a success.

H av in g  h a d  v e ry  little  ex p e rien ce  o f  ru n n in g  
Savings W eeks, w e w ere  ra th e r  d u b io u s  as to  th e  
am o u n t to  fix as a ta rg e t fig u re , b u t  d ec id ed  in  th e  
end  on  £ 500. As yo u  w ill see, o u r  w o rk  was n o t  in  
vain, a n d  th e  figu re  w as a lm o st p assed  o n  th e  f irst 
day.

O u r  W eek  s ta r te d  o n  M o n d a y , 12th  N o v e m b e r, 
w ith  th e  selling  o f  tick e ts  fo r  a b ig  raffle, w h ic h  
in clu d ed  a f irs t p rize  o f  £ 5 0 .  I n  th e  ev en in g  o f  th is  
first day o u r  U n i t  C o n c e r t P a r ty  gave an  ex cellen t 
p e rfo rm an ce  o f  “  L a u g h  a n d  Be H a p p y ,”  a m u sica l 
bu rle sq u e  p ro d u c e d  b y  S g t. A b b o tt ,  th e  e n te r ta in ­
m ents S ergean t. O n  th e  seco n d  n ig h t Sgt. S m ith  
ran  a C arn iv a l D a n c e  in  th e  G y m n a s iu m  a n d  m ad e  
a terrific  success o f  i t. T a lk  a b o u t b lo o d  o u t  o f  a 
stone. I s h o u ld  h a te  to  ow e o ld  “  S m ith y  ”  any  
m oney !

W ed n esd ay  a fte rn o o n  w as a g rea t show . L ieu t. 
D rap e r, th e  S p o rts  O fficer, p ro v id e d  us w ith  a g ran d  
soccer m atch  a t  th e  C h e s te r  S ta d iu m  b e tw een  o u r  
own u n b e a te n  A rm y  “  B ”  tea m  a n d  R h y l, a n d  w e 
ran  o u t v icto rs by  e ig h t goals to  th re e . O u r  “  L a u g h  
and  Be H a p p y  ”  show  gave a n o th e r  sm ash in g  
p erfo rm ance  o n  th e  sam e ev en in g  a t  th e  G a rr iso n  
T h e a tre , S a ig h to n , to  a v ery  ap p rec ia tiv e  au d ien ce  
o f ab o u t six h u n d re d .

T h u rsd ay  an d  F r id a y  p ro v id e d  m o re  “  L a u g h  an d  
Be H a p p y  ”  fo r  th e  civ ilian  p o p u la tio n  o f  C h e s te r  
a t the  T o w n  H a ll. T h is ,  u n fo rtu n a te ly , w as one  o f  
o u r few  m istakes. T h e  T o w n  H a ll is n o t a p p a re n tly

th e  b e s t p lace  in  th e  w o rld  to  ru n  a v a rie ty  c o n c e r t, 
a n d  I  h a d  q u ite  a lo t  o f  e x p la in in g  to  d o  to  th e  
p ro d u c e r  a n d  ex p la in ed  th a t  w h a t w e lacked  in  
n u m b e rs  w e m o re  th a n  reco v e red  in  w ea lth . A lso  
o n  F r id a y  n ig h t  w e s tag ed  th e  b ig  a ttra c t io n  o f  th e  
w eek— a te rrif ic  b o x in g  d isp lay  s tag ed  b y  Q .M .S .I .  
W o o d , o f  o u r  P .T .  staff, a n d  h e ld  in  th e  C a m p  
T h e a tre . W e  w ere  fo rtu n a te  in  se cu rin g , am o n g  
o th e r  w e ll-k n o w n  fig h te rs , th e  serv ices o f  th a t  g re a t  
sp o rtsm a n , B ru c e  W oo d co ck , th e  B ritish  a n d  E m p ire  
h eav y w eig h t c h a m p io n , w h o , d e sp ite  a p u n c tu re  a n d  
a f iv e -h o u r jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  fog , a rr iv ed  in  tim e  to  
g ive a g ra n d  e x h ib itio n  w i th  one  o f  h is  sp a rr in g  
p a rtn e rs .

S a tu rd a y  n ig h t,  w ith  a sale o f  a b o u t  £ 1 ,3 0 0  to  o u r  
c re d it,  s ta r te d  u s  o ff  in  a c h e e rfu l a tm o sp h e re  fo r  
a n o th e r  C a rn iv a l D an ce . O u r  U n i t  D a n c e  O rc h e s tra , 
d ire c te d  b y  S g t. T ip p in g , gave th e  folks a g ra n d  
ev en in g  a n d  “  S m ith y  ”  fleeced  th e m  all again .

T h e  las t d ay , M o n d a y , 19th  N o v e m b e r, s ta r te d  
w ith  a m ad  ru sh  to  d isp o se  o f  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  o u r  
raffle tick e ts  a n d  to  se ll m o re  s ta m p s  a n d  b o n d s  in  a n  
e ffo rt to  rea c h  th e  £ 1 ,5 0 0  m a rk , a n d  th e  las t i te m  o f  
o u r  m o s t su ccessfu l w eek w as a n  E N S A  sh o w  in  th e  
ev en in g  a t th e  C a m p  T h e a tr e .  W h e n  a fte r  th e  
p e rfo rm a n c e  o u r  C .O ., L ie u t.-C o l.  T .  C . L . R e d ­
w o o d , R .N .F .,  s'poke to  th e  au d ie n c e , h e  g av e  th e m  
som e s o u n d  ad v ice  o n  th e  w ays o f  w ise sav in g  a n d  
th a n k e d  th e  m en  fo r th e ir  g ra n d  e ffo rt, a f te r  w h ic h  
th e  C o lo n el o f  all th e  local A .T .S . U n its  v e ry  k in d ly  
cam e  a lo n g  a n d , o u t  o f  o u r  h o m e-m ad e  C e llo p h an e  
d ru m , d rew  th e  lucky  n in e  p r iz e -w in n in g  tic k e ts  o f  
o u r  raffle.

O u r  final sav ings f ig u re  w as £ 1 ,4 8 4  18s., a lm o s t 
tre b le  o u r  ta rg e t.

G o o d  show , B laco n  ! A  v e ry  w o rth y  effo rt.
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CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS 
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T e lephone :
TE M ple  Bar 1814 (7

ALDERSHOT CAMBERLEY OXFORD Ï

INSTRUMENTS BOUGHT FOR CASH 

PART E X C H A N G E S  ACCEPTED

Phoney 
TEMPLE BAR 9919THE

SAXOPHONE
SHOP has a fine range of 

S A X O P H O N E S
-------------  C L A R I N E T S

& T R U MP E T SR E P A I R S
Complete over­
hauls, plating 
and lacquering 

•

M O U T H P IEC ES  
PADS, SPRINGS

b y
Conn, Buescher, Selmer, etc. 

Also
STRING BASSES, ACCO RDIONS, 
FLUTES, DRUM KITS. CYMBALS, 

WIRE BRUSHES

1 5 6 , S H A F T E S B U R Y  A V E N U E , C A M B R ID G E  

C IR C U S , W .C .2  opposite Feldmans Music Publishers!

HERBERT & MILLS,
LTD.

75 GREAT PORTLAND STREET. 

LONDON, W.1

CAR SPECIALISTS
NEW A N D  SECONDH AND

E S TA B L IS H E D  2 5  Y E A R S

CARS TAKEN IN PART EXCHANGE 

HIRE PURCHASE TERMS ARRANGED

L A N G H A M  3 5 0 6 ' 7

A N  A D I  f l
FOR THE R E L IE F  O F PAIN

Just as pain is a ' millstone round the neck ’ of 
the sufferer, so ' ANADIN ’ marks—but in a 
happier sense—a definite ‘milestone' of progress 
in the constant research by scientists for a safe 
and effective pain-reliever. ' AXADIN ’ output 
is still unavoidably restricted, and the problem 
of meeting the rapidly increasing de­
mand is our particular ‘ millstone ’ !
However, we are doing our 
utmost to make further sup­
plies available to your local 
chemist—and to you.
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