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EDITORIAL 
As the ] ournal goes to press m om ent ous happenings 

in the Canal Zone, Hungary and Poland are shakjng 
t he wo rld . So uncertain is t he situation at the time of 
w riting that any comment here migh t well be mis­
placed. Hard though in the forefront of one these 
troubled areas is the Battalion , still occupied in C yprus, 
and to them go our good -.vishes and our hopes for their 
sa fety. W e know, none better , that the good name o f 
the Regiment, com e ·what may, is safe in their keeping. 

Paradoxit:;a.J iy, as we enter a state o f war the history 
of the last one is p ublish ed., and let us say here and now 
th at it is one of t he best Regim ental histories that h as 
ever been wr itten . Col. Browne, we consider, has 
supplied the reason for this in his widely read news­
letter when he says it is a " hum an " account. That 
indeed described a volume that should form part of the 
library of every " Die-Hard ." 

A word of apology to the ·wri ter who gave to us his 
m asterly article on the Duke o f Cambridge, which was 
not acknowledged here through an oversight. W e th ink 
it was one of the fin est w ritings of its nature that h as 
appeared in any J ournal and we thank hjm indeed , even 
if he p ersists in retain ing h is anonymity. Thank you , 
S ir. 

W e thank all Our other contributo rs, and w ish .th em 
and our readers t he compliments fo r the coming festive 
season, . !Vherev~r they .pay be, 51- nd hoping that better 
news by then will be ou rs . 

G. W. K. 

A REVIEW OF THE RECENTLY PUBLISHED 
HISTORY OF THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

1919-195Z 

S ince the issue of the last Die-H ards magazine the 
long , anxiously-awaited H istory of the Regiment has 
b een published. Written expertly, and wit h great under­
standing, by Lieut .-Commander P. K. Kemp, R.N., it 
furnishes a~ complete and interest ing a record of the 
Regiment during these momentous years as could be 
achieved in these difficu lt days of book production. 

The success of the book is the more remarkable be­
cause of the long per iod that it covers . The name of 
Gen . K ent , for instance, figu res in an early page, for he 
died in I 921 and his funeral was a great regimental 
occasion . Thus the p resent is knit with t he past . The 
same h istory that con tains th is reference to a veteran of 
the C rimean War describes the Korean conflict fought 
nearly a centu ry after the former ·war. A feature of the 
book, in fact , is the awareness , by the numerous writers 
who contributed to it, of those numberless men who, 
throughout the centu ries, forged t he ' ' Die-Hard " 
tradition , which without doubt inspired many to demon· 
stra te t he sam e fine leadership, dogged endurance and 
exemplary cou rage with which this book abounds. 

The history took time to w rite, but it was time that 
was not wasted . Ind eed , every minute of it was re· 
quired for procu ring, compil ing, checking, sift ing, co· 
ordinating and finally approving the material from 
·which the w riter eventually wrote the book. So man.y 
were the m eetings he attend ed , so numerous were h~ 
contacts with offi cers and warrant officers of the Reg~· 
m ent that he came to know us wel l. I n fact , it proved 
a happy and exhilarating task. P erhaps t hat is W~Y ~e 
did it so well . In his work he had many enthusiastiC 
supporters , amongst them Col. B rowOe and Lt.-Gen. 
Bucknall , the two Colonels of the Regiment , who gaYe 

him the benefit of' t heir great knowledge and their 
encouragement. H e particularly m en tions L t.-Col. 
.EIIis, M ajors Po rte r, M arshall and W ailer as pi llars of 
st rength, whi le freely ackno'\vledging t he services of 
others too numerous to m en t ion ind ivid ually. 

The H isto ry commences at the conclusion of t he 

1914-191 8 W ar with the d isbandment of a ll but the 
four regular battalions, and the first chap ter covers 
mainly the activit ies o f the I st and 2nd Batta lio ns from 

1919-1939· The 3rd and 4th Bat tal ions, although in­
cluded, unhappi ly disappeared under the " Geddes 
A.xe" of 1922. This lo ng period of time was supposedly 
peaceful; nevertheless this chapter contains many 
references to the suppression of riots and hooliganism, 
and to armed intervention or the threat of it in many 
parts of the world , and in the cou rse of which by their 
discipline, alertness and steadiness in difficult s ituat ions, 
they upheld the h igh reputat ion of the Regiment. Yes, 
those inter -war yea rs were not without inciden t and 
this chapter recalls them and those nam es famous i'n the 
annals of regimenta l history of the not -so-immediate 
past- Br igadier-G eneral " Jackie" H all and Brigadier 
'' Ronald " H eath. What memo ries must such evoke 
amongst the o lder generations of " Die-Hards ! " 
Neither are the sporting triumphs of those days 
forgotten. 

Chapter II, a brief one, records the acti vi ties of the 
Territorial Battalions and the Regimental D epot during 
the inter-war period. 

T he next seven chapters deal with the Second W orld 
War in which the Regiment , armed with machine-guns 
and mortars, and attached to divisions, adopted a sup­
porting role. 

Chapter II I , a very sad one, describes t he gallant 
action of the I st Battalion in the defence of H on g Kong. 
It is the tragic account of the m isfortune they suffered 
in having to fight , far from any hope of help and against 
tremendous odds, but one in which they earned the 
admiration of all fo r the staunch w ay they did so. 
Linked with this epic of courage and forti tude are the 
names of Col. N ewnham and Col. Stewart, of whom 
in the foreword Gen . S ir Brian H orrocks writes: " I 
am certain that all the tough , old " Die-H ards " of the 
past would have approved o f Stewart and Newnham. 
And these very ga llant officers would not have asked for 
higher p raise than this." 

Chapter IV is a happier one. It describes t he oper­
ations carri ed out by the znd Battalion . Always 
associated w ith the 3rd D ivision it had the honour of 
serving under Field-Marshal Lord Montgomery when 
he was its commander in the ea rly days of the war . 
Early in action at L ouvain , and one of the last units to 
wit~draw from Dunkirk , it was one of the first to land 
agam on the N ormandy beaches and was prominent in 
the many actions leading to t he crush ing d efeat o f the 
Gennan Army in the spring of 1945· 

Chapter V is a long one. It needs to be to record the 
activities of the t /?th Battalion. F ate ordained that th is 
Ba~talion, although not a regular one , should see more 
acttve service than any of the others . After being present 
at the Dunkirk o perations they became attached to the 
5lSt Highland D ivis ion, an association not without its 
humour, but one which worked well enough for the 
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" j ocks" and the " Cockneys'' have always got on 
splendidly together and, as S ir Brian writes with very 
good authority: " T hey fought side by side all the way 
from A lamein to the fin al su r rende r at L uneberg H eath 
and a d eep-seated friendship based on mutua l respect 
develop ed and con tin ues to th is day." 

C hapter VI is abou t the z /? th Battalion. Raised la te 
and disbanded ea rly it ye t saw m uch act ive service, both 
in S icily and Ita ly . Some o f its act ions were as bitterly 
contested as any d uring the war, and its reco rd at 
Anz io earned it the hig hest praise. VVe subscribe to 
t heir claim that their disband ment left a permanent 
gap in the Regiment t hat will be hard to fil l. 

C hapter VI I deals with the operatio ns of the 1/8th 
Battalion. They, too, were present at the D unkirk 
operations, in which t he}' suffe red ve ry severel }' · Like 
the znd Battalion, up to the Normandy land ing, they 
passed the intervening time t raini ng in England . Thei r 
h istory, from landing in France up to the capture o f 
Bremen, is linked w th the .n rd (\..Vessex) D ivision , 
whom they supported so we ll , and of who m thei r Com ­
mander, G en. Thomas, wrote : " By God 's help we 
have utterly defeated the Nazi beast, and we have ga.ined 
fo r ourselves an imperishab le name." High praise for 
t he exponents o f the" Pepperpot.'' 

C hapter Vl ll tel ls of the z /8th Battal ion. I t was not to 
bear this titl e fo r all the war. I n M ay 1942 it was 
reconstituted the new 1st Battalio n , taking the place or' 
the o ld one lost in the capture of H ong K ong. Raised 
later and stationed at home un til the Normandv in­
vasion, they first saw action nea r Arromanches, i~ the 
bridgehead in support of t he 15th (Scottish) Divis io n. 
Starting as T errito rials t hey finished the campaign in 
Europe with the dash and steadfastness of regular 
troops. 

Chapter I X fu rnishes a ve ry brief account of the 9th 
Battalion , fo rced , after the M unich c risis in 1938, to 
adopt the ro le of a searchlight regiment, and in 1940 to 
becom e a part o f the Royal Regiment o f Artillery. 
Staunchly " die-hard " in spirit they still wear the 
lVIiddlesex cap badge and butto ns and retain their 
colours. 

Chapter X relates the experiences of the r st Bat­
talion, now once aga in a regimen t of the line, in Korea. 
With the 1st Battalion The Argyll Sutherland High­
landers they fom1 ed the fi rs t British t roops to engage the 
enemy. For nearly a yea r the story was one of s\vift 
advances and S\Vift ret rea t, o f vas t d istances covered , o f 
grim, bitter battles aga inst a resolute enem y in terrible 
conditions of climate and te rrain. O nce mo re a bat­
talion had lived up to its p roud trad itions of service. 

So ends the account of actua l operations within the 
Regiment, but in the append ices we learn how the home 
defence units and all ied regim ents fared with other 
m atters of regimental interest . 

In an accou nt such as this, as the w riter explains, no 
book can be large enough to mention all to whom tribu te 
is due, but there is o ne record that is complete-the 
role of honour at the end of the book. l t contains the 
names of the officers and men of the Middlesex Regi­
ment who fell in battle bet\veen 1939 and 1952. T o these 
men t he history is d edicated. It is the s incere desire of 
all that they d id not die in vo. in. 
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lst Battalion · Notes 
It is almost a year since the Battalion sai led to Cyprus. 

It has been a most eventful yea r, in which it has carried 
out the difficu lt task of figh ting h ighly organised 
terrorism. The events up to the search of Xylophagou 
in ear1y J une were reported in the last Battalion notes. 
Thereafter the situation in Larnaca area remained quiet 
until J une 2r , except for a number of minor incidents. 
On that day Sgt. T ipple, a Metropolitan police-sergeant 
serving at Pyla D etention Camp was shot in a main 
street in Larnaca. H e died almost immediately. "S,. 
Company, the " Riot " Company, quickly cordoned 
off the area of the murder and establ ished road blocks 
around the town. Large numbers of youths who 
answered the vague description of the murd erer were 
detained. " C" and " D " Companies then imposed 
a curfew on the immediate vicini ty of the shooting and 
thoroughly searched the area, deta ining more suspects. 
T he C. I.D . made an arrest from among those deta ined 
and t he mu rderer has s ince been convicted. 

T his incident was followed by an operation in the 
Western Sector on J une 23. In the ear ly part of the 
n ight Capt. Moore and a party of police concealed 
them selves near the foundry at Vassiliko in order t o 
detect bombmakers. T hey ·were unsuccessfu l. Later 
the villages of Vassi liko and Kalavassos were both 
cordoned and searched by " C," " B " and " D " 
Companies and the Drums. Six unfilled bomb cases 
were discovered. The entire male population of both 
villages were detained and screened. 

Towards the end of the month " S" Company dis­
covered seven primed bombs in Larnaca, and " C '• 
Company helped the police to investigate the murder 
of a m ukhtar of a vi llage in the Western Sector. 

At first ligh t on J uly 2, "C" and " D" Companies 
imposed a curfew on t he villages of Arsos and Tre­
m ethousha. A search for arms and ammunit ion was 
made but nothing other than one Sten sling was found. 

Early in the month a unit of the Police Mobile 
Force arrived in Larnaca. This force is composed of 
T u rkish Cypriot policemen commanded by Br itish 
officers. It operates on a semi-military basis and is 
sp ecially trained in riot duties, patroll ing and the other 
techniques of internal security op erations. 

A number of small operations quickly followed, 
including the searches of a factory and a club in Larnaca 
w ith the recovery of arms and ammunition, and a search 
by " B " Company for the murderers of two Cypriots 
found shot on a main road outside the town. 

On July 8 the main body of "C" Company, under 
Major P. L. Pearce Gould , left for Akaba on the L.S.T. 
Evan Gibb. The Brigade Commander and the Com ­
manding Officer saw them off at Famagusta. The 
departure of " C " Company deprived the Battalion of 
the major part of its reserve \vhich was not available 
aga in until " A '' Company was relieved at Akaba and 

retu rned to Cyprus. In the meant ime Pano Lefkara 
a town of 2,6oo inhabitants \vas cordoned and searched: 
As the Battalion unaided cou ld not fi nd sufficient troops 
for an operation of this size, " B " Company the High­
land Light Infantry, two companies composed of 
personnel from the Dhekelia Administrative Area, and 
the Police Mobile Force were placed under command. 
From the Battalion itself a composite company of five 
platoons was raised. This was no mean feat in view 
of the Batta lion 's large commitments and the fact that 
two rifle companies were outside Cyprus. Seven sus­
pects were detained, but arms and ammunition, which 
it is thought were in t he town very shortly before the 
raid, were not to be found. 

On Ju ly 17 "A" Company, under Ivlajo r I. H. Battye, 
M.D.E., arrived at Famagusta <ifter fou r months' tour 
of duty at Akaba. 

A short break from the rigou rs of internal security 
d uties was provided, for those ab le to attend, by a 
concert at which the massed bands of t he Royal 
L eicestershi re Regiment and the Wiltshire Regiment, 
in addition to our own band, played. A very different 
kind of break from internal security was provided by 
a platcon from each- of ''A •• and '' B •• Companies 
and the Corps of Drums, who under Major Galvin, 
helped the Forestry Commission to fight a serious forest 
fire which raged from J uly 21 to 23 . 

On J uly 24 His Excellency the Governor Sir John 
H arding, G.C.D., C.B .E., D.S.o., M.C., spent two hours 
wi th the Battalion . H e watched tra ining at Alma Camp 
and spoke to many officers and men. 

The first week in August brought str icter security 
measures against possible reprisals in view of the im­
pend ing executions of three terror ists. The event was 
marked by the explosions of tim e-bombs in many parts 
of the island and the distribution of leaflets. 

The fam il ies viewed with mixed feelings the attempt 
to b low up t he NAAFI fami lies shop in L arnaca. 

In mid August the Battalion's guard commitments 
'.vere increased. Company Comm anders who already 
were forced with serious difficulties over the numbers 
of men on guard, fewness of nights in bed and fewness 
of men avai lab le for more offensi ve action, found them­
selves wi th even less soldiers uncommitted. 

The announcement of the " truce " by EOKA was 
at first received with scepticism. It soon became 
evident t hat the announcement was genuine and a 
general easing of tension followed. Restrictions were 
lifted but securi ty was not relaxed. Odd incidents 
continued, however , including the detonation by acci ­
dent of a bomb in a cache of arms and e..'< plosives 
concealed in a ch icken-house on the outski rts of Lar­
naca. T he publication of the Governor 's surrender 
terms on the 22nd was followed by t heir rejection by 
EO KA and the th rea t to recommence hostil ities from 

idnight, August 27. The following day there were a 
J'llumber of incidents throughout the island. 
n Meanwhile R.H.Q. and 152 Battery of 43 L.A.A. 
Regiment, R.A., arrived to stay at Alma Camp unt il 
their own camp could be prepared. They are part of 
the force sent to Cyp rus as a result of the Suez 
emergency. 

September opened with a bomb incident in Larnaca 
and the shooting of an Am1y officer in the market 
'\A." Company, the " Riot" Compan y, cordoned the 
area and two ar rests were made. Several days later two 
men made a well-planned and daring escape from Pyla 
Detention Camp and a third was caught in the act . 
Three days after this incident a detainee refused to 
]tave a prohibited area when challenged by a sentry and 
was fired upon. He was fr ightened but unhu rt. A 
demonst ration by detainees foll owed, which had to be 
broken up by tear gas. 

In the second week of September a vehicle was am­
bushed near the village of Pyla and several soldiers of 
the Royal Artillery were wounded. The Battalion 
assisted by men of 43 L ight Anti -Ai rcraft Regiment, 
R.A., cordoned and searched the village. No arms or 
amm unition \Vere found but I 5 suspects were detain ed. 

On September I 2, H .E. the Governor visited the 
Officers' Mess for ha lf an hou r before returning to 
:\icosia after a local engagem ent. 

During the remainder of the month, EOKA act ivities 
intensified. Considerable damage was done to empty 
buildings in the ne\v Dhekelia Cantonment, a bomb was 
thrown at Lefkara Police Station, guarded by a detach­
ment of ·• S" Company, and on the 24th a Sergeant 
and his wife were shot whi le returning from church in 
Larnaca. The Sergeant was wounded fatally and his 
wife slightly. 

Three ambushes were reported in the area during 
this period , one involving a French Army vehicle. 
Only one British soldier was slightly wounded in these 
incidents. 

The increase in EOKA activities brought about a 
period of intensive patroll ing, snap checks and searches 
of vehicles, cycl ists and places of entertainment in the 
town and rura l areas. 

During the past year t he Battalion has played a part 
in develop ing the new technique of internal security 
Operations. The baton, shield and d ye-sprayer have 
become commplace. Riot dr ill , snap checks, cordons, 
curfews and ambush d rills are part of t he daily routine. 
In addition, all companies have striven wi th som e success 
to maintain an adequate standard of normal military 
training without neglecting in any way the demands of 
the internal security s ituation. T hese d emands have 
placed grea t strain o~ the officers and men al ike. Weeks 
of continual guards and patrolling interspersed with 
cordons, cu rfews and searches, with little sleep and no 
recreation , during the hottest summer for yea rs, have 
been borne wi th g reat cheerfulness by all ranks. 

It now seems that ve ry shortly other troops will 
rel ieve the Battalion of part of its la rge guard comm it­
~ents. In addition to giving the soldiers some relaxa­
IJon, this will make available addit ional men for more 
offensive action in fu ture operations against terro ri sm. 
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BATIALION PERSONALITIES 

The Commanding Officer, who was to be relieved in 
M arch I 957 by his successor, is to leave us almost 
immediately to take up an appointment at the \<Va r 
Office. The Commandi ng Officer's sudden departure 
is the result of someone in the chain of reliefs fallin g 
sick. We all hope that he w ill like his new job and 
Yvish him the best of luck . 

At the beginning of June 2{Lt. ]VJ. G. VVaite joined the 
Battalion from Sandhurst. C /Sgts. Burgess and Dod­
kins were promoted W.O.s 2 and appointed C.S.M.s of 
" H.Q. " and "C" Companies respective ly. Sgts. 
Da Costa and Steward were promoted C/Sergeant. 
In the middle of the month 2/Lts. C. T . S. Adleman, 
J. L. Bannister. R. H . M. Marshall and F.) . F. Spragg 
ar rived from Eaton H all and 2/Lt. Perkins from the 
D epot. 

In July, Major R. T . D. Hicks, T.D. (R.A.P.C.), who 
has previously served in the Regiment, arrived to be­
come our first Unit Paymaster. Capt. J. S. C. Fla\·ell 
rejoined the Battalion to become 2 IC "A" Company 
and z /Lt. J. G. Burge arrived from Eaton H all. C.S. :rvJ. 
McMillan left to become R.S .M. of the 8th Battalion 
T he Middlesex Regiment (D.C.O.). 

A large exodus of subal terns occurred in August when 
z/Lts.). P. Baker, J. A. Birch, J. R. E. Kent, D. N . H. 
Pennycook, J , N . A. Syers, 1\11. R. Tubbs departed on 
National Service release; z /Lts. E. P. Battey-Pratt and 
B. H igginson joined the Batta lion during the month . 

Major D. Sax returned in September in time to take 
over " D" Company from Capt. A. D. C. Eales who 
was called away at short notice to join 2nd Corps, Pool 
of In terpreters. 2/Lts. A. S. Cawthorne and N. H. Pott 
joined the Battalion from Ea ton H all, 2/Lts. J . \V. F. 
Bennetts and K. C . H aywa rd left on Nat ional Service 
release and 2/Lt. H. M. du V. Lohan departed on a 
language course. 

In addition to arriva ls and departures, there ha,·e 
been a number of changes within the Battalion. Capt. 
R. A. Hodge has returned from his attachment to H .Q. 
Cosheg, Nicosia, had has become 2IC "S" Com­
pany. Capt . A. R. Cowan has taken his place in 
N icosia . Lt. M. V. H ayward has become Intell igence 
Officer . Capts. F lavell and Carter have left for U .K., 
where they are to take a pre-Staff College examination 
course. We hope they do well. Capt. H. J . A. IVloore 
has returned to a rifle Company as 2 IC " B" Company 
after a long sojou rn in more " specialised " appoint­
ments. 

Finally, although not st ri ctly Battalion news, we 
congratulate Capt. Rex Cain, who is serving at Brigade 
H .Q., on his engagement . 

"A" COMPANY 

After false starts '' C " Company finally succeeded in 
relieving us of " 0 " Force duties. Even then it was a 
close th ing. \ ¥ hi 1s t on the boat in the Gulf of Akaba, 
a message came from the Jordanian Government stating 
that they were willing to swap us for a band of 700 
pi lgrims sweltering on the nearby beach. 

On pass ing through the Suez we were not confronted 
by a femal e member of the Egyptian Nationalist Army, 
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despite rumours that some were to be seen. Pte. Spriggs 
was seriously toying with the idea of becoming a Suez 
Canal pilot and was quite prepared to try. 

V\1e arrived in Cyprus in mid-Ju ly, in an atmosphere 
of justifiable pride. 

Vle joined the circuit once again and most of our 
time is spent '' touring" the out-stations. The dut ies 
are sti ll mainly routine-guards, patrols and little s leep. 
Patrols reta in more than just an interest for most of the 
Company. The daily vehicle patrols give us a chan ce 
to get out and. about and seems to be very popular wi th 
evervbodv. It also provides an id eal opportunity for 
nece~sal); lessons in map reading. In Larcana there was 
one particular foot patrol that never lacked volunteers! 

Ptes. Annes and Bri:- tow have come to be known as 
the Company G-men , after several duties in p lain clothes. 

ln the Western Sector we again acclimatised ou rselves 
to living out of tins. At Kalavassos a member of No. 1 

Platoon spent most of his four hours'' off'' endeavouring 
to teach unsuspecting auxi liary policemen certain aspects 
of the English language, whi lst at Athienou, 2/Lt. 
Higginson and Cpl. Mahoney, watched by an inquisitive 
but apprecia tive audience, m anaged to get hold of a 
"collector's piece" in the form of an EOKA banner 
which they removed from one of the buildings. Luckily 
that one did not go off l 

The most important and interesting item of news 
concerns the new arriva l to the Company-the self­
loading r ifle, or as a few a.re sti ll very persistent in 
calling it, the FN. The most has been m ade of the 
opportunit ies offered by the fortn ight ly stay at Alma 
Camp to get to know it wel l. After a few lessons by 
Sgt. BlackweU, recently returned from a short cour~~ 
on the ·weapon, everyorie was p repa red to prove the1r 
outstanding proficiency in the use of it . The R.S.M. 
also endeavoured to overcome the hi ndrance caused by 
the cocking handle in teaching am1s drill. At first, 
the visits to the range proved that it zvas possible to hit 
t he target-if only occasionally and rather low. The 
drill parade, to say the least, was a little unexpected ! 

EOKA Banner removed from Atheniou by 
2/Lt. Ht"gginson 

Left to right : Pte. Elhot, Cpl. Mahouey, Pte. Leach 

But as we got the hang of it there was a great lmpro\·e. 
mcnt all round and plenty of confidence was gained in 
the shooting power ~f the rifle, in spite of its teething 
troubles. On retu rmng from the range one day a voic~ 
was heard to say: " Not a bad gun, is it, mate? But 
I bet it ain't 'arf a b-- to clean." There are few 
who doubt his word. 

There have not been many opportunit ies in th~ 
sport ing world. We did manage a couple of games of 
both cricket and footba ll during our brief stay in camp. 
T he soccer team has been strengthened by newcomers 
Ptes. Gray and L enihan, who have sett led down and 
are playing good footba ll. \Ve lost some of the old 
stahvarts in Ptes. Poland, Cunningham and Stevens 
who passed in to civilian life. As yet neither the hockey 
or basket-ball teams have had the chance to prove their 
worth . We hope they will be able to do this in the near 
future. V\'e congratulate L /Cpl. Goulden and Pte. 
Thompson (o9) on being selected to swim for Dhekelia 
Ga rri son in a ga la to be held in N icosia later this 
month. Both are exceptions to the staleness which has 
set in amongst the swimm ers of " C " Force days. 

Since our retu rn to the is land we have had, with the 
exception of the Company Commander, a complett 
change of officers. Lt. H ewson moved along on to 
" D " Company to take over the dut ies of Cadre Officer, 
prior to the attendi ng a specialist course in U.K. We 
had hoped that this move \vas only temporary but fear 
that it means good-bye to " A " Company for the time 
being. We welcome Capt. J . S. C. Flavell from the 
Depot as 2 IC. September also meant good-bye to our 
Platoon Commanders, 2/Lts. Kent, H ayward and Bennett. 
Thei r places have been taken by 2/ Lts. Perkins, Higgin· 
son and Battey-Pratt. Since their arrival, common 
use has been made of '' wings,'''' camera' ' and" boffin " 
- m ust be some connect ion somewhere. Other de­
partures have been most of the Sussex " D obbins " who 
have returned to the fold, and we no longer have those 
little birds of L /Cpl. Munds nesting in the Company 
lines. Pte. Bishop almost went on demob, but it ~ 
fou nd that his services are sti ll required-in uniform. 
H e h as been heard to mumble some very uncompli· 
mentary phrases about a certain Colonel. 

The Company strength has been maintained by the 
gradual inflow of personnel from " 0 " Company. We 
greet Cpl. H ambly from the Intelligence Section and 
admi re his enthusiasm in learning to be a "real" 
sold ier. 

A few of the luckier members of the Company ha\"e 
been on leave. Sgt. Le 1\llai tre duri ng a brief stay in 
Kyrenia sampled amply some I r ish cooking-" r_nakes 
a change from mutton, Scotch style! " Ptes. Bnstow, 
McCoubrie and White went home for their leave (ther 
must be regulars). Mac almost m issed his plane because 
of his flair for "Teddy" trousers. P addy, we thought, 
had joined the Irish Republicans when a fortnight o_\'e~ 
due, but has since retu rned to our midst and explam 
himself. 

With some welcome prospect of the lightning. of 
duties we end with a last thought for all regular soldws 
of t he' Company-will it really be a Christmas by the 
Pyramids? 

" B" COMPANY 

In the last Journal we read with interest the accounts 
f "A " Company's activit ies in A.kaba. We also dis­
~vered the reason for the shortage of green paint when 
,, C" Company publicly anno.unced that not ?nl.y had 
their preparations for Akaba mvolved the pamtm~ ~f 
G oq8 stores, but also their storeman. At last It 1s 1 

re than a rumour that we are due to relieve " C '' 
~ompany in m id -November. After practically a year 
ofo r.S. duties in Cyprus, all but the "married pads'' 
will welcome the change. 

Since our last notes there has been a complete change 
f Platoon Commanders: 2{Lt. du V. Lohan went to 

iattal ion H.Q. as assistant 10, and wa_s replac~d by 
z./Lt. \Vaite who joined from Sandhurst v1a Warrmnster, 
H)•the and the Depot; z /Lt. Baker, who had finished 
his National Service, handed over No. 6 Platoon to 
z{Lt. Bannister and 2/Lt. Prettym an and left for " D " 
Company and was succeeded by 2/Lt. Adleman. 

The first large-scale loss of National Servicemen was 
on August 18, w hen eight disappeared at 24 hours' 
notice. L /Cpl. Wisson (the Company Clerk), Pte. King 
(one of our Regimental cooks), Pte. McElwain (a medical 
orderly recently transferred from f< H.Q. " Company, 
but in whom everyone had implicit faith professionally), 
Pte. Aukett (z/Lt. Lohan's batman), and Ptes . Folly, 
Worsfold, Wileman and Summerville, who wi ll always 
be remembered for his enthusiasm in searches, par­
ticularly when dealing with bearded clerics. At the 
same time Ptes. Elliott and Sullivan were sent to Akaba 
to swell t he ranks of " C " Company. 

In June Pte. F eame left for a .resettlement course 
after completing his three-year engagement. He was 
more fortunate than Pte Corr, who only got as far as 
Battalion H .Q. before being recalled for the Suez crisis . 
They have both taken their retention phi losophica lly 
and are most welcome and useful members of the 
Company. 

On June 16 we found ourselves in the Western Sector, 
and all the Company that could be mustered from 
guard commjtments in police stations and Pyla Det~ntion 
Camp formed a composite platoon for an operation at 
Vassilico (the ore loading port of the H elleni c Mining 
Corporation) and Kalavassos. Company H.Q., with 
the composite platoon and a platoon of " D" Company 
under command together with " C" Company, moved 
to the camp of 42 Survey Regiment , and waited for t he 
O.P.s that had been put out to g ive the word to " GO." 
Fortunately from our point of view the word did not 
come through , and we were all able to enjoy a most 
pleasant band concert given by our own band for the 
Survey Regiment. 

As many men as could be spared at one time have 
taken advantage of the leave facilities both within and 
outside Cyprus. Ptes. Burton and Ellingham man~ged 
to get as far as Tripoli, via Tobruk and Benghazt, by 
travelling fa irly rough , but we gather quite _enjoyable 
in an L.S.T. Cpl. Westfall and L /Cpl. M1les spent 
to days in Beirut and several others spent varying times 
at the Coeur de Lion, Kyrenia, which is a rea lly first ­
rate hotel run by NAAFI. It was while on leave ~t 
the Coeur de Lion that Pte. Archard managed to htt 
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the headlines by having his photograph published in ~he 
Cyprus Jl1ail. H e appeared to be having early mornmg 
tea in bed, but we gather that the cups. were empty. 
He was half dressed or undressed and Jt was nearly 
lunchtime. Several of the more thrifty or affluent 
members of the Company have flown home, and Cpl. 
Langford, who rejoined us from ' ' D " Company WJth 
Ptes. Smith (72), H as ler, Gains, Swallow, Taylor and 
J ames managed to get as far as Berlin. 

On July 14 and 15, whi le in the W estern Sector we 
took part in a curfew, cordon, and search of. Pano 
Lefkara which bv now we kno·w very well. Whtle we 
were suffering !he dust and heat, Pte. Griffin w~s 
winning the open diving competition in the Dhekeha 
Garrison swimming sports, and Pte. J ohnson was 
swimming hard to come second in the free ~tyle . . A 
very good effort by both, specially as they had ltttle tune 
for training. . 

Again it is sad to say, that apart from the ~ccas10nal 
game of inter-platoon football w hen back m camp, 
there is nothing to report in the sporting world. . 

The m ain activity during the last four months JS 

perhaps best summ ed up in the cartoon drawn by a 
subaltern of the Company whose identity cannot be 
disclosed for security reasons. 

Abu Ali Yahoo alias Major P. L. Pearce Gould 

"C" COMPANY 
Our last notes left the Company preparing for its 

move to Akaba. We just managed to squeeze in the 
searches of A rsos and Kalavassos before the Company 
sai led in the L.S.T. Evan Gibb, after several false starts, 
one entailing a trip to Famagusta docks and back. 

All ranks enjoyed a restful and interesting five-day 
voyage through the Suez Canal, then controlled by the 
Suez Canal Company, and the Gulf of Akaba. 

On arrival we were met by an advance party which 
had travelled by ai r and had just five hours in w hich 
to take over and reminisce with our friends in " A " 
Company before they sai led away in the L.S.T. 

The town of Akaba is little m ore than an Arab vi llage 

B 
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with a small harbour and a small barracks of the Arab 
Legion (now kno"vn as the Jordan Arab Army). l t is 
situated in an oasis at the point where the Wadi Araba 
runs down to meet the sea. The VVadi Araba itself is 
a flat sandy desert about six miles wide, bounded by 
t he mountains of Siniai to the west and the mountains 
of t he Saudi A rabian desert to the east. 

T he und em arcated frontier between Jordan and Israel 
win ds up the centre of the Wad i, and it is the scene of 
numerous frontier " incidents» d ue to the A rab­
Jewish tension. 

Akaba is the only place where the Jordanians have 
access to the Red Sea and consequently the am ount of 
trade d one i.n the port is considerable. There is an 
excellent meta1Ied road running to the rai lhead at 
Ma'an, and it is used by large numbers of gigantic 
lorries driven as only an Arab knows how to drive. 

All living accommodat ion is in tents, although most 
units have a brick-built stores and the like. The only 
exceptions are the married quarters which, as the fam ilies 
have just been evacuated, now house a mixture of 
g rass-widowers and lucky bachelors, of whom the 
Company Command er is one! 

T here are a few shops run by A rabs, ,vh ich cater for 
the Bri tish ; there is an open-air A.K.C. cinem a, an 
M.M.G. Club, a NAAFI beach club and the usual 
NAA Fl canteens . Although at first read ing this seem s 
a reason able select ion , one must rem ember that there 
s nowhere else to go fo r a change of scenery and th e 

soldier w ho cannot make his own amusement finds that 
the time:'hangs heav ily on his hands. 

T h e Com pany soon sett led down to a st renuous pro­
gramme of training, and despite temperat~res of 120 
degrees Fahrenheit and over, we have carried out 
numerous exercises in the surrounding desert. Every­
one was very glad when the fictit ious " Hashemite 
Crown J ewels," which had been th e raison d'etre of 
two night exercises, were at last handed over to their 
rightfu l owners. We congratulate the Company Com­
mander on his impersonation of t hat well -known Arab 
spy, Abu Ali Yahee, wh ich was, to say the least, most 
lifelike. 

All p latoons paid a visit to the V-ladi Run and watched 
" B" Squad ron, roth Roya l H ussars, carrying out their 
annual firing cou rse. We are look ing for.vard to further 
exercises with the H ussars, s ince all mernbers of the 
Company h ave found t hat rid ing on tanks is far more 
comfortable t han marchi ng. 

A most tiring fortnight was spent by the p latoons 
rebuilding the butts on the 400-yard range, but \Ve then 
had a more enjoyable two weeks firing our annual 
classification, in which Ptes. Maule and Worley gained 
notable musketry and financia l success (but oh, those 
OJJO hrs. reveilles!). 

The organised summer games in Akaba are cricket and 
hockey, and in both leagues we took the very creditable 
positions held by "A" Company. At hockey we have 
held our position, only los ing to the Royal Engineers. 
Lt. Perkjns and z /Lt. Gi lham are the stalwarts of the 
team, but special ment ion must be made of nvo new­
comers to t he game, L /Cpl. R.andalls in goal and Cpl. 
Goad at back, who have both \vel! justified their places. 

Tn the cricket fie ld we have not done so we ll , s ince 

AQABA 
Pte. Ainger and friend enjoying a joke 

despite a ga laxy of high-ranking potential batsmen, we 
have on several occasions failed to score many runs. 
z /Lt. Murphy did, however, knock up a creditable 
68 not out against a combined Royal S ignals and 
M.R.S. team. 

Since these notes last appeared there have been a 
number of changes in the Company. T here ha\'e been 
the usua l number of "demobs" and ' ' run-outs," 
among them L /Cpl. W h ite, P tes. H oldstock, Tipple, 
F isher and 1-lopkins. Cpl. Tu rner has left for a tour 
as training N.C.O. at the Depot and both Sgts. Elston 
and Ford have left us to be train ing sergeants in " D " 
Company. 

z /Lts. Nlarsha ll and Cawthorne have joined us from 
Eaton Hall and Sgt. N icholson, after a very short while 
in " D " Com pany from the Depot. We also welcomt' 
Cpl. H arris, L /Cpls. Davies and Lovatt , and Pit'. 
Lythaby. 

VVe congratulate C /Sgt. Wright and Cpl. Viood, who 
have both become the fathers of future " Die-Hards." 

"D " COMPANY 

Continua tion T raining Platoon 
Continuation training has continued as usual with the 

in terruptions due to internal security duties now accepted 
by the instructors. Recrui ts, however, enjoy the breaks 
in train ing, and consequently show much enthusiasm for 

REFERE N CE 

:2nd C/a:s5 N> a.J. 

(radG 

(,Jad i (Dry) 

,Rail way 

frontier 

s 

I 
I 

I 
I ~ 

/ "fi 
I tt 
' / '1 

I 

I 
I 
;-- -

/.---- --.. 

J( J( r;,r ~~---------- ! 



264 

their operational duties. The searches described in our 
last notes were soon follo'\ved by curfew duties in 
La.rnaca. On May 24 inter-racial riotin g broke out, 
and despite intensive patrolling by ' ' D " Company in 
the evening, fresh outbreaks occurred on t he following 
morning. A curfew was imposed and for four days 
No. 3 Continuation Tra.in ing Platoon ass isted in the 
m aintenance of the curfew. The recruits ·worked well in 
their unfamiliar surroundings, but were very tired by 
the end of the operation. 

Training was resumed for the few rem a.ining days of 
May, but early in June " D " Company were once m ore 
called out to assist in a search of Xylophagou, as a 
result of a shooting incident, which has been described 
elsewhere. Thus No. 3 Continuation Train ing Platoon 
completed a much interrupted course. No. 4 Con­
tinuat ion Training Platoon began their stay in Cyprus 
in the same tradition, being required to assist in the 
search of Kalvassos. During t his operation the Platoon 
provided ambush parties and observation posts, thus 
gaining useful experience of living in the field before the 
commencement of their course. 

Throughout this period No. to Platoon maintained 
guards on Athienou police station, the Commissioner's 
house, and the Shell Depot, Larnaca. At the end of 
June, however, the Platoon was po~ted to strengthen 
the other companies within the Battalion . z /Lt. Birch 
left the Company to assume the interesting position of 
Assitant Intelligence Officer, while 2/Lt. Couch once 
more took over the duties of Continuation Training 
Platoon Commander. 

No. 4 Continuation Training Platoon completed an 
almost undisturbed programme apart from one week and 
devoted to the searching of the fascinating vi llage of 
Pano L efkara. Their course included the usual basic 
weapon and field training and all the Platoon were able 
to take part in some useful firing on the field firing and 
classification ranges. An interesting innovation to the 
syllabus was a two-day exercise . " Clirn~·." duri~g 
which the Platoon attempted to put mto reahsttc practtce 
their basic field training. The exercise proved almost 
too realistic, however, '"'hen at 0330 hrs. one morning, 
on h earing the sound of L .M.G. firing, many members 
of the Battalion thought that Grivas had moved his 
H.Q. to the Dhekelia area. A truce was ca JJ ed however, 
arid the exercise ended peacefully. 

At the end of the course Sgt. Ford temporarily de­
parted to gain further experience at the Small Arms 
School at H ythe. Sgt. Shinn took over duties of Con­
tinuation Training Platoon Sergeant, and No. 5 Con­
tinuation Platoon were able to complete t he first 
uninterrupted course of the year. 

Soon after this we bade a temporary farewell to Capt. 
Eales, Major Sax arriving to assume command of the 
Company. 

N.C.O.s Cadre 
N .C.O. Cadre No. 9 commenced on July 23 , 1956, 

under the sup ervis ion of 2/Lt. Baker. Unfortunately a 
fortnight before the completion of the cadre he had to 
return hom e to becom e an undergrad uate! We wish 
him all the best in his future career . Lt. H ewson took 
over the cadre which was largest to date-having 20 

students in all. The instn1ctor~ were L t. Crurnley, 
R.S.M. J. Wild, C.S.M. Kennck, W.O.z Barnacle 
(R .A.E.C.), S.S. l. Skeels (A.P.T.C.), Sgt. Elston and 
Cpl. Redmond. 

The standard of the cadre on the whole was average 
but L /Cpls. Webb and Hi ggins are to be congratulated 
on their above average "B" grading. N .C.O. Cadre 
No. 10 started on September 10, 1956; there are I6 
students on the course. W e are now on the third week 
of training and are fortunate in that we have only been 
taken away from our programme once. That was at the 
most inconsiderate hour of 0330 hrs., t o impose a 
cordon on the village of Pyla. 

We hope that our services as internal security troops 
are not required again until we return to our Companies, 
as the pressure of work is increasing and the all-important 
exams. take place soon. 

SUPPORT COMPANY 

Although called Support Company, our main activities 
are identical with the rifle companies and our time is 
spent in the six-week cycle of Alma Camp, " Riot" 
Company and the Western Sector. 

For the four months under review we have had our 
full share of dealing w-ith the · problems of internal 
security. In addition to this, we have managed to 
maintain a moderately high standard of specialist 
weapon training and the possibility of a competition in 
November has added a further incentive. 

There have b een two occasions when we have been 
very heavily involved with the internal security situation. 
The first occurred in June w hen the Company was at 
H orrocks Camp as " Riot " Company when a British 
police sergeant was shot in the town. The area was 
cordoned by the Company and several persons detained. 
The murderer has since been condemned to death. 

The second occasion occurred as these notes were 
being written. It is produced separately as an example 
of the type of task t hat is commonplace but often 
produces no results . 

In August Capt. Hodge our ziC arrived back from 
his four months as a watchkeeper in the Secretariat. 
C.S.M. Kenrick unfortunately had to spend a little time 
in hospital after knocking his leg at Horrocks Camp. 
He walks gingerly but the eye misses nothing. C/Sgt. 
DaCosta was presented with a daughter by his wife .on 
September 14, 1956. On this event and his promotton 
we offer him our heartiest congratulations. 

At the time of writing we are in the Western Sector, 
where we are very busy. The weather is extremely 
pleasant, warm and sunny during the day and cool at 

ni~;;e r the success of the patrol on October I 3 we look 
forward to more finds, and thus to the end of terrorism. 

A Routine Patrol 

At 1945 hrs. on October 13, 1956, C .S.M. Ke~rick 
and six men of " S " Company went from Kophmou 
on a mobile and foot p atrol. Their task was to mo,'e 
on tracks to the vicinity of two villages, enter rhe 
villages on foot and search any p ersons they found 
either on the tracks or in the villages. 

They drew blank in the first village, identifying and 
searching everyone they found. 

At the second vi llage, the patrol dismounted from 
their vehicles and two drivers (Ptes. King and Brown) 
were left as sentries with the vehicles, while the re­
mainder of the patrol entered the village. During the 
sea rch of the village nothing was found and the patrol 
was on its way back to the vehicles when a car was seen 
moving along the track towards the main road. C.S.M. 
Kenrick tried to stop the car but was unsuccessfu l. 
However, the sentries with the patrol vehicles stopped 
the car and instructed the occupants to dismount. The 
occupants produced identity cards and were themselves 
searched. Nothing was found on them. Pte. King 
then turned his attention to the car. In the glove 
pocket were two pistols. By this time the remainder of 
the patrol arrived and a further search revea led yet 
another pistol. The men were arrested and brought 
into Kophinou police station. 

Another patrol went out and brought the motor car 
into the police station, where hYo black masks of the 
type used by the terrorists were found . The following 
morning the four occupants of the car were taken b y the 
poli ce to Larnaca, where they will be required to answer 
for their crimes. 

Mortar Platoon 

Routine movement between Alma Camp, H orrocks 
Camp, and the Western Sector has continued with one 
or two additional happenings. The Platoon at Alma 
Camp Guard was called out one evening in early June 
fo r what proved to be a night search along the coast 
for a murdered soldier and an injured boy. This was 
followed by a two days cordon of a nearby vi llage. 

A week later we accepted the hospitali ty of the 
" Gunners '' at Kiti for two days' complete rest and 
recreation. There were some very tender legs and 
backs when we returned to Alma Camp. Cpl. D enning 
has only just recovered! After som e vigorous foot 
patrolling under the midday sun at Lefkara in early 
July we returned there again soon afterwards as part 
of a company which cordoned and searched the village. 

More recently the Platoon has become proficient at 
tent erecting and striking during the preparation of 
living quarters for the gunners who were billeted at 
Alma Camp . On another day we were despatched on 
a highly secret mission which turned out to be a guard 
and escort for H.E. the Governor when he visited 
Pergamon village. 

As far as mortar training is concerned, many odd 
moments have been used to train the eight new members 
of the Platoon. In the middle of August we were able 
to spend a day field firing at Goshi range, which proved 
of great value both to old and new hands. 

We wish every success to L /Cpl. H ayford and Ptes. 
Davis, Jackson, Messer, Eynon and Griffin, all of ·whom 
ha,•e left since our last notes. Pte. Genge has also 
unfortunately left the P latoon owing to ill health. 

Cpl. D enning and L /Cpl. Short are congratulated on 
their promotion. 

After much hard and tedious work some members of 
the Platoon have now been able to spend a few restful 
and very pleasant days at Kyrenia at a hotel very ably 
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managed by NAAF L It is hoped that everyone will 
have had leave there by the end of the year. 

M.M.G. Platoon 

The last four months have been compa rative ly un­
eventful for the Platoon. We have continued on the 
usual six-week cycle of Alma Camp, Horrocks Camp 
and the Western Sector. The only break being when 
~· C '' Company went to Akaba to take over from "A" 
Company. That left only two operational companies 
and entailed a prolonged stay at H orrocks Camp. 

This stay at H orrocks Camp produced several note­
worthy events. Firstly there was the a rri va l of Sgt. 
Reynolds from the U.K. who we welcome to the Platoon. 
Secondly there was a search carried out by the Platoon 
in Larnaca, du_ring which Pte. Hudson (76) sho\ved 
considerable initiative in finding a basket containing 
seven large "pipe ' ' bombs buried in a ruined building. 
This raised the morale of the Platoon considerably. 
When a week later, we were sent to search the environs 
of St. L azarus Church we gained another success. Pte. 
H amilton, who was attached to the Platoon at the time, 
found tv.ro large " pipe " bombs and a considerable 
number of EOKA leaflets. 

When we moved to the W estern Sector , the Platoon 
was split up between Athienou and K ophinou police 
stations. At Kophinou the newcomers to the Platoon 
were introduced to the machine-gun on a short but 
intensive cadre. 

When we moved to Alma Camp we had an un­
expectedly peaceful time and some of the Platoon had 
three days' leave in Kyrenia. Much refresh ed, we then 
moved to Lamaca again to find ourselves guardin g the 
Shell petrol depot . It was there that L /Cpl. Bracey 
proved that, in spite of the miserable catches m ade by 
local fishermen, there are some big fish in the sea. He 
caught a 16-lb. skate and another. (Editor: Well done, 
Bracey.) 

\Vhen we left L arnaca som e of the Platoon were again 
at Athienou and much app reciated the consideration of 
the local population in building an open-ai.r cinema so 
close to the police stat ion. The remainder of the 
Platoon 'vere at Pyla D etention Camp, where there was 
considerable exciternent. With lights failing, detainees 
escaping and rioting a lively time was had by all. 

On the training s ide, apart from the cad re at Kophinou, 
we had little time for training except hvo days on Goshi 
Field Firing Range. These were very valuable and we 
owe our thanks, for t he second day's ~hooting, to the 
Ammunition Inspection \Ving in Nicos ia '"'ho provided 
us with 18,ooo rounds above our enti tlement. 

We have had to say good-bye to Ptes. Carolan to 
" H .Q." Com pany and Hudson (76), Garvey, D obson 
and D enton, now fully recovered from his accident, to 
civi lian life. But Ptes. Hutchins and Keefe are still 
with us owing to the act ivities of" Colonel " Nasser. 

We also said temporary farewells to Cpl. Greenland 
and Ptes. Haines, Harris, Hartley, Wakeley, Harte and 
Bates who went· to Akaba wi th " C" Company. 

On the credit sid e we welcome Ptes. IVlanley, J olley, 
Kite, Vitler, W ebb and Hudson, and congratulate Pte. 
Higgins on his excellent cadre result and appointment 
to lance-corporal. 
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Anti-Tank Platoon 
The Platoon has now been reformed. On paper the 

strength of the P latoon is adequ ate, but in fact we have 
Little more than one gun crew permanently w ith us. 
Cpl. Strickland and five m en are in Akaba, Ptes. lVIercer 
and Thomas withdrew to the cookhouse in spite of 
fierce opposition, and may be seen at intervals on their 
beds. W e hope they will soon becom e p roficient cooks, 
for their sakes and ours. Pte. Lawrence was seized by 
the Company Commander as his batman. Pte. Glover 
has gone on a dog handlers' cou rse. Pte. Bicknell will 
be leaving us shortly. W e wish Pte. Ling the best of 
luck as a storeman in Company H.Q. lt has been a 
two-way traffic. ln July we welcomed 2/Lt. Surge, as 
new Platoon Commander. Soon afterwards we g reeted 
Ptes. Pritchard, Fitts, Thomas and M ercer. W e con­
gratulate Ptes. Barlow and Titmus on their promotion 
to Lance-Corporal and L /Cpl. Strickland on his pro­
motion to Corporal W e have regretfully parted with 
Cpls. Turner and Wad.more, and Ptes. Wigzell , Hayford, 
Steggall and Private. 

In .conunon with the rest of the Company, we have 
found the difficulty of combining specialist training with 
internaJ security duties aggravated by the need to train 
on the S.L. rifle. Training has slowly and steadily been 
carried on, but with m any a proud cadre uncompleted. 
There are now several incentives for Platoon training. 
Firstly, we hope to fire the 17-pounder on the new 
anti-tank gun range at Cape Pyla. Secondly, we may 
enter tv.-o gun crews in a competition in November, 
and because of these events, training has been given a 
high priority in the Company. We have also just 
collected two new 1 7-pounders, each to be towed by a 
Quod , in addition to our previous gun, and the two 
an tique and p erverse Stuart gun towers, the nightmare 
of Ptes. Bicknell and Finn. Cfmn. H arri son , who has 
been driven to despair by rust which appears on his 
gun five minutes after cleaning, has not yet b een 
informed of the new arriva ls. 

We hope Cpl. Strickland and his merry m en in 
Akaba have been training and have been spared a little 
time by " C " Company for this purpose. Over here 
we are making st rides in gun drill, although the Platoon 
is tiring of " When we were in Austria " reminiscences 
by veterans Young and Sherlock. 

Our tours of du ty have been fairly uneventful, our 
greatest contribution to t he Company's prowess has been 
our intrepid defence of the va rious stations we visit 
with the 17-pqunder. W hen we casually dumped the 
gun ins ide our compound at the Shell depot, L arnaca, 
we excited comment in the is land's press. A report 
the next m orning discolosed the fac t that the " Royal 
Arti llery" had entrench ed a 25 -pound er field gun at 
the Shell depot manned fo r artillerymen . They were 
obviously deceived by the professional touch of our 
ex-gunner, Sgt. Higgins. 

Assault Pioneer Platoon 

Throughout the past months, the Platoon has been 
used as a rifle platoon for internal securi ty duties. Only 
a small amount of assault pioneer training has been 
possible. At present, strenuous efforts are being made 

to train a section fo r a competition in November. 
There h ave been m any incidents, to break the mono­

tony of the guard duties. Mine detectors have been in 
constant use though without very m arked success. Our 
last visit to the police stations of the W estern Sector 
has been our most eventful fortnight for some time. 
At Kalavassos police sta tion a patrol under the com­
mand of Sgt. Lloyd, acting upon information, found a 
bomb cleverly concealed in a car and later arrested 3 
man distributing leaflets. At L efkara police station 
Pte. R eeve prol;lably never moved so fast as he did 
when rousing the rest of the Assault Pioneers after a 
bomb exploded just outside the perimeter wire at 
0130 hrs. Unfortunately no "thrower" was sighted 
although we d id d etain three men who passed th~ 
police station in a lorry shortly after the incident. 

The Platoon saw several changes in July. Cpl. 
C harles, L /C pls. H ossack and H yam, and Ptes. Crisp 
and Love all left for England with our best wishes 
No sooner had we said " good-bye" to L /Cpl. Hyam: 
however, than we were welcoming him back as a 
reserv ist . 2/Lt. Spragg and Sgt. Lloyd descended upon 
the Platoon almost simultaneously in July before the 
departure of z /L t . Syers . 

Newcomers to the Platoon include Ptes. Barrett, 
Hi lton and Biss. The last, shortly, however joined 
cc H.Q. " Company to become batman to the M.O. 
Pte. Smith has at last escaped from the Company stores 
and is now a working m ember of the Platoon. Both 
Ptes. Salmon and Hazeldene have an arm in plaster, 
and wherever one goes they are to be seen cheerfully 
d oing their gate duties. The reason for their cheerful· 
ness may be their inability to do guards. Ptes. Crowley 
and Hamilton have been posted to the M .T. and can 
be seen tes ting their scout cars periodically. 

The cheerful way in which Cpl. H arris, as our only 
full corporal since the departure of Cpl. Charles, has 
borne a large share of duties and has been an example to 
all. T he Platoon , in general, has borne its many and 
arduous duties with an ai r of cheerfulness, and it is 
hoped that for everyone's sake terrorism vv ill end soon. 

"H.Q." COMPANY 
The m ain " privat e armies" in " H.Q." Company 

are always well represented in the DIE-HARD notes. 
W e feel it is about time some of the many other 
characters tucked away in the Company were mentioned. 

A popular misconception in other parts of the 
Battalion is that there a re many people in " H.Q." 
Company with nothing to do. There are a large number 
of people on our books who usually are only seen on 
pay parade and then disappear to m ysterious lai rs, but 
careful investigation of their activities reveals that 
apparently all are indispensable, and performing somt> 
vita l duty. The search for "spare bodies" continues 
daily as duties increase. 

C.S. M. Burgess is sorely tried by last minu*e details 
fo r guards. Others who should be mentioned for 
sterling work in their own departments include Cpl. 
Burnage, who mainta ins the high standard of cleanliness 
in the cookhouse and dining ha lls. He frequently 
appears in the Company Office to plead for D.R.~.s 
to replace those despatched hurriedly on various dutJes. 

Cpl. Alien is once more keeping our canteen bright 
and cheerful after six weeks' leave in the U.K. The 
latrines, showers and ablutions are always full of 
refugees at 2300 hrs. when Cpls. D ainty and Merrick 
search for a last-minute guard or fire picquet. 

Our Pay Clerk , L /Cpl. L ee (R .A. P. C .), has found the 
perfect answer for credit and pay queries. " See m e 
Wednesday." On W ednesday: "Too late, indents 
gone in." 

If the mail should bring up a map or a Cypriot 
t>m.Pl?yee_'s card it is because the Post N.C.O., Cpl. 
iVIartm, IS also the camp I.C. I Section and N.C.O. 
JC Civil Labour. 
Ou~ sto~e~an Ptes. H arms ... vorth and France (Arms) 

and F1tZw1lhams and Fuller 40 (Accn .) have the d ifficult 
task of d ealing with arms and stores, not only of ou r 
own Company but also from our transitees of many 
regiments. 

Under t he steady eyes of our bus orderlies, Ptes. 
Lucas, Job, Harper, Crimes, Bass and J ames, our 
fami lies' ch ildren are escorted to school and back. On 
their return to camp the orderlies usually find that t heir 
benevolent guardian (the C.S.M.) has provided them 
with a beach guard , road block, camp fatigue or escort 
to help while away their spare minutes. 

. With the able . assistance of our R.A.P. staff, Sgt. 
G1les, Cpl. Tass1e, Ptes . Pover, P earcey and Collins 
(R.A.M.C.), our Medical Officer, Capt. Burton 
(R.A.M.C.) , has been steadily coping with the s ick , 
lame and lazy. 

We s~y farewell to Capt. H . J . A. Moo re, who, having 
sen1ed m the Company as O.C., and then drew his 
cloak and dagger when becoming District Intelligence 
Officer, has now gone to " B " Company as 2IC. 

Our present O .C., Capt. P. G. V. Bellers, has had his 
range of activities increased and his office enlarged to 
include the Officers' Mess Office, Barrack damage 
accounts and ABC fil es. 

Signal Platoon 

Most sitreps handled by the Platoon seem to bear the 
initia ls NTR. This possibly accounts for one feeling 
that he had nothing to report. There has been li ttle 
change in the role of the Platoon. On ly faces change, 
and they with alarming regularity. 

A large part of the Platoon is employed on com­
municat ions while the remainder mainta irls our 17 miles 
of line, or provides operators on patrols and operations. 
Daimler scout cars, with sets working to the Operations 
Room are used for pat rols, which a re enabling operators 
to gain much needed experience. 

.on the ai r Cpl. Bovis's unmistakable voice is heard , 
wnh vary ing degrees of readability, chanting messages 
from the VVireless Room, while L /Cpl. Cantle spends 
much time in the Operations Room rest raining the 
I.O.'s foreceful transmissions. H ayward and Boutal 
have the respons ible job of running the Signal Centre, 
and are frequ ently consulted by hopeful reservists. 
Taylor, Porter and Aldridge in the exchange, although 
frequently heard, are seldom seen and would be the 
last to welcome television telephones. An unkind 
observer states that Wilsher has been heard trans-
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mitting to outer space with his usual success. 
Many stalwarts have left the Platoon recently on 

release, the foremost of whom, Sgt. C larke, will be 
greatly missed. His skill and enthusiasm have in­
fluenced most of the P latoon's recent activities, an 
outstanding achievem ent in only two years' service. 

Training of new signallers continues with very short 
intervals between cadres-the task of maintaini ng a 
fully trained platoon is comparable w ith that of l< eeping 
the Forth Bridge freshly painted-and numerically we 
are now up to st rength . Cpl. A rgent has recently 
returned from 1-lythe w ith a good grading, and L /Cpls. 
D eas and Packer have just fin ished and N.C.O.s' cadre 
with good results . 

Post Script 

The Signals Officer and Pte. F ierheller returning ar 
top speed in a ! -ton vehicle from an operat ion , insisted 
on passing the Company Commander who was proceed­
ing at a more d ignified pace in Pte. A.llen 's L and­
Rover. A few min utes later the Signals vehicle dis­
appeared in a cloud of smoke and dust as a culvert 
'''as blow up under them. Fortunately there was no 
damage and a spirited follow up was organised, in itia lly 
by the Company Command er, Signals Officer, Pte . 
Tate (the Batta lion butcher), and Pte. Fi tzwilliams (the 
Company storeman) and later augmented by tracker 
dogs, ·police of every rank, Major Nolda and the C.O. 
The result was N .T.R. , but the dogs gave some clu es 
to the police. 

1t is not known whether the S ignals will be so keen 
on taking the lead in future. 

M.T. Platoon 

This has been a period of transition fo r the NI.T . 
Platoon, w ith constan t exodus of drivers being replaced 
by those " passed out" on one of numerous cadres 
that have been running continuously. 

To our departures we wish every success in the T.A. 
and in civilian life. T o those like Sgt. Milner, who ·were 
nearly demobbed, we extend our wishes for continued 
success in their mi li tary careers. 

The Platoon now faces the serious loss of what has 
become known as the Sussex draft ! There will be 
fewer discussions on the advantages of rural life. Their 
departure wi ll leave real gaps for t hey have made their 
mark, and experienced drivers wi ll be few. 

There is, however, an air of expectancy for the future. 
The old veh icles are to be rep laced by new. These 
should g rea tly improve our efficiency and provide a wel­
come breather to our R.E.i\II.E. sect ion. No longer 
should they have to distu rb the Orderlv Officer in the 
small hou rs for permission to road test: Sgt. and Mrs. 
\Vard continue their sterling work maintaining moraJe, 
and many of the P latoon remember pleasant evenings 
and ''>'eek-ends w ith them. 

Incidentally we think we have seen almost all of the 
ways in which military vehicles can be used. A r-tonner 
is being used as a seesaw, perched on a Shell d epot 
barrel. How an un9amaged barrel was obtained for 
the fulcrum , we cannot imagine. 
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Corps of Drums 
We had a brief rest from operations when we took 

a week's leave at Golden Sands. No sooner were we 
back in Alma Camp than " B " Company called for 
us and we found ourselves assisting them in imposing 
a curfew on the small port of Zyyi. We were t here for 
half a day and ·were then whisked away into t he moun­
tains to search the vi llage of Kalavassos and the adjoining 
mines of Vasiliko. Neither search proved a great 
success, although Copping did find a wooden rifle ! 

In the following weeks we sp ent days on Karaol is 
and Goshi Ranges class ifying and field firing. 

The not so educated amongst us spent the next week 
preparing for the 3rd Class Anny Certificate of Educa­
tion. One could walk past the Education Centre at 
1000 hrs. and hear W.O.z Barnacle muttering to him­
self : " Oh, those Drummers! " 

Our soccer enthusiasts Wells and Gannon have 
already started a fixture list with other platoons wi thin 
the Company. So far we have won nvo matches, lost 
two and drawn one. Wells d isti nguished himself in 
the Battalion team by scoring 5 goal!'. against 625 
Ordnance D epot. 

Barnwell has become a staunch cricketer in both 
Battalion and Company teams. H e seems to have a 
passion for " staying put " regard less of what happens 
at the other end. 

We must congratulate Cpl. Hart on his promotion 
to Corporal and also L /Cpl. Evans on his promOtion. 

Once again we have new faces in the Drums. We 
welcome Dm1rs. Carter, Lowe and Meehan, the last 
having sen•ed in the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire 
Regiment's Corps of Drun1s for two years. 

Very soon no·w we lose L /Cpl. Evans and "Smiler" 
Berwick to ci..,,iJian life. We will miss them both, 
especiaiJy on the " F" stand. 

We now have a section permanently at Kophinou 
which consists of an N.C.O. and six Drummers. 

Q .M. Staff 
In Cyprus, land of seasonal mud or sweat, only one 

thing appears to be constant-duties. 
Between camp guards, I.S. Platoon duties, beach 

guards , escorts and whatever else authori ty cares to 
pass on to us, we seem somehow to have kept the 
Battalion " Q" side going. 

Sgt. Langford's st alwarts under Cpl. Usher have been 
active in building such 1 architectural masterpieces as 
the Pioneers' Shops and information centre. Other 
important tasks carried out include the erection of sign­
posts, manufacture of case wood packing, alterations to 
dining halls and Messes and the sawing and planting 
of hundreds of mysterious pieces of wood destined for 
" Lord knows what." 

The cobbler's shop keeps up the usual h igh turn­
over of boot repairs and the various stores are, as usual, 
working at full pressure. 

1 n fact life for us is not all work, although it may 
seem so. The Q.M .'s Staff had an enjoyable outing 
to Kyrenia in August. On arrival in Kyrenia the party 
broke up into groups to view the beauty spots, bars, 
local talent, bars, places of historical interest, bars, the 
harbour and bars. 

The beauty spots were drab, the talent unapproach. 
ab le, the castle uninteresting; however, the bars saved 
the day. Indeed they made the day. It would be 
discreet to draw a vei l over the return journey. 

Our p,ay to day relaxations include swimming and 
sai ling. A few of us sail, and special mention must be 
made of Pte. Turney who virtually rebuilt the Battalion 
Snipe (after a mishap when it landed on the rocks by 
the Officers' Club. Perhaps it would be kinder not to 
mention the helmsman and the crew at the time!). 

We a re sorry to say good-bye to R.Q.M.S. Griffi.ths 
who left us for the R.M.A., Sandhurst. He was pursued 
as far as the camp gates by the Q.M., brandishing his 
new cine-camera. 

We welcome R.Q.M.S. " Tiger" Thorn who has 
since taken the reins. We admire his " facial fungus" 
and await the result of his contest with C.Q.M.S. Moyse 
wh ich, we gather, is to be decided at Christmas. 

D epartures on release have included Cpls. Stevens 
and Craig, and Ptes. Gallop, H ughes and H arman. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

" Guards and duties, cordons, woes, 
Change of Companies-so it goes." 

Life follows much the same pattern as before. Com­
panies continue to rotate, personalities come and go. 
"A" Company were re lieved of "0" Force duty b}' 
"C" Company in July and our :Mess representatives 
in Akaba are now C.S.M. Dodkins, C /Sgt. Wright, 
Sgts. Nicholson, Martin and Taylor. Back to the 
Battalion arrived C.S.M. Bartle, C/Sgt. Morgan, Sgts. 
Callaghan, LeMaitre and Blackwell. At time of going 
to press, " B" Company are standing by to relievr 
"C" Company. 

Movements of certain indiviPuals forecast in our 
previous notes have materialised. R.Q.M.S . Griffi.ths 
went home in June. All wi ll agree that he has served 
the Battalion well for a very long time and we wish him 
the very best in his new appointment at R.M.A., 
Sandhurst. 

Sgt. Hazlewood said farewell to arms in August. Few 
of us rea lly thought that he wou ld so ligh tly cast aside 
his military career and there were cries of " I told you 
so,'' when, just one month later he returned to the fold 
as a result of the activities of Colonel Nasser. At sub­
sequent band practices Sgt. Hazle'\.vood has demonstrated 
an inclination to blast his way through the Suez Canal. 

C .S.M. McMillan left us in August on promotion to 
R.S.M. of 8th Middlesex. A sad loss to the Battalion 
but a gain to the Regiment. 

The Suez crisis resu lted in a great influx of troops 
into Cyprus and Alma Camp was prepared to accommo· 
date its sha re by the creation of an extension on the 
northern p erimeter. In mid-August R.H.Q. and 152 
Battery of 43 L.A.A. Regiment, R.A., arrived. 

Although it was necessary to stagger meal times and 
employ subtle tactics to secure a newspaper, we were 
pleased to welcome the Gunners. A social evening was 
arranged in their honour on Saturday, August 25-
shades of other days-and it was a most successful 
evening. 

Needless to say, R.S.M. W ild 's old boot was on 

parade, as many a gunner regretted the following 
morning. The Gunners have now established them­
selves in Jnk erman Camp on the outskirts of Larnaca, 
:md we look for..vard to the development of inter-Mess 
rela.tions. . . . 

Recently R.S.M. W1ld has been very active with the 
domestic affairs of the Mess and with marked success. 
A magnificent bar has been built and on completion of 
the alterations and decorations there is no doubt that 
we will have the finest hutted Mess on the island. We 
are grateful to Sgt. Langford and his pioneers for their 
efforts. 

Another plaque has been added to the Mess's im­
posing collection-following the visit of H .M.S. Jamaica 
in September. At the time of going to press, H.M.S. 
Undine and Idris are anchored in Dhekelia Bay and we 
are busily preparing the usual H M idies " welcome. 

There is a strict control of night movement and this 
has almost eliminated the usual Mess function, though 
they continue. 

We welcome Sgt. Fry, who has joined us and is at 
present shouldering the worries and burdens of Mess 
Caterer. We must record our appreciation of the efforts 
of his predecessor, Sgt. Green, who did a first-class job. 
Congratulations to Sgt. Windsor on his promotion, and 
farewell to Sgt. Clarke, who has left us for National 
Service release. Sgt. Clarke was a fine example to all 
Nationa l Service men and a sad loss to the Battalion. 

We anticipate with pleasure several old hands rejoining 
us soon. We have just learned that Sgt. Taylor leaves 
shortly for a tour at the D epot. He is, at present, being 
tormented with tales of Pirbright, Hythe, and Canter­
bury-not to mention Mill Hill. 

As the year draws on we look fonvard to Christmas. 
We hope to contribute a record in the next issue of a 
good and happy time enjoyed by all . 

BAND NOTES 
Since our last notes we have seen several changes of 

face in the band, due chiefly' to C /Sgt. Grogan's recruit­
ing campaign and to our annual quota of pupils to 
Kneller Hall. 

Last week we said good-bye to Bdsm. Andrews, 
Gutteridge, P oole and Taylor, who will commence their 
years' study on October 15. We are eagerly awaiting 
the return tof L /Cpl. Aburro"v and Bdsm. Castle to 
augment the band strength once more. 

C/Sgt. Grogan's good ''vork in the U.K. has become 
evident with the arrival of six new boys and three 
bandsmen who, we hope, will be our stalwarts of the 
future. 

Unfortunately we now have to say good-bye to C /Sgt­
Grogan as he has been " snaffled " by the newly formed 
Home Counties Brigade Band. However, we wish him 
the best of luck and " good blowing " in his new status. 

Sgt. Hazlewood has been try ing out some J ack-in­
the-Box (now he's here, now he isn't) tricks on us, 
much to his distress. After 28 yea rs' service he finally 
decided to leave us for the luxuries of civi lian life, only 
to be sent straight back from U.K. due to the new 
tmergency regulations. However, all 's well that ends 
~·ell , and he is now awaiting the word for his return to 
England. 
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Jn mid-September the Band had the unusual ex­
perience of sleeping with fi ve bl.ankets (and greatcoat) 
and still feeling cold. \~le visited the Troodos Families 
Leave Camp, where we were very warmly welcomed 
and entertained the inhabitants with four military band 
concerts and three dances during our five-day visit. 
I n addition to our heavy programme, .we also managed 
to fit in some sport. Vt/e were given a thorough thrashing­
at cricket by the Staff and Guests (r19 runs), but 
managed to hold a combined R.A.F. and French Air 
Force team to a 4-4 draw at football. 

During our stay at Troodos '"'e were asked to play at 
the Gordon Highlanders' camp at Platres. One can 
imagine our amazement when we drove, not into a 
tented camp, but into a normal vi llage which the 
Gordons had taken over completely. However, we 
managed to entice a good number from their hotel 
billets and they appeared to enjoy the programme. The 
Band was rather puzzled at the Scotsmen's interest in 
Cpl. Carson until one Scot was heard to ask where 
he'd got his " Braw seta' peepes wi'oot tha bags." 

A very welcome relief from duty was found in July 
when the Band ... vere given four weeks' leave. Most of 
us went either to the Coeur de Lion Hotel, Kyrenia, 
or the Golden Sands Leave Camp at Famagusta, where 
everybody seemed to take del ight in a complete month 
of idleness. The " barons '' of the Band, Messrs­
Davies, Lester, Adk in and Routledge, flew home for 
leave. H owever , most of us feel that we can wait just 
a little longer for our next dose of London fogs. 

A VISIT TO ANKARA AND 1ST ANBUL 

H aving been held up at Nicosia Airport for over three 
hours by the R.A.F. customs, we finall y rook off and 
just over an hour later landed at Adana. Here in a city 
of some J8o,ooo inhabitants and the fourth of Turkey's 
17 cities, we went through the usual formalities. We 
then took off again , soon passing over the impressive 
Taurus range in fading light, arriving in Ankara about 
six that evening. Having fund an hotel \Ve settled in 
for our first and virtua lly last early njght of our short 
stay in the country. 

Ankara , some 30 years ago, was nothing but a small 
dusty town , off the beaten track in the middle of the 
Anatolian plateau. On October 13, 1923, it was chosen 
as the neY.' capital of the Turkish Republic. It is now 
a modern city with its unjversity, boulevards, hotels , 
restaurants, night clubs, cinemas and other symbols of 
modern civilisation. Most of the embassies and lega­
tions are on the Ataturk Boulevard, and these, together 
with numerous fine and modem buildings, give Ankara 
an enviable air of distinction. But perhaps the most 
impressive sight is the mausoleum to l\llustafa Kemal 
Ataturk which is built on the highest hill of the city, 
a vast stone monument to the revered founder of the 
Turkish Republic. After a \.veek there we left and 
went by road to Istanbul, passing on the way large 
forests and lakes and many interesting old towns and 
villages. But we did not stop. The journey took 
all day. 

Istanbul, that was Constantinople and before that 
Byzantium, is a complete contrast to the new capita l. 

c 
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This old city, the largest in Turkey (with nearly a 
mi llion and a half inhabitants) is quite unique, being 
astride two continents-Asia on t he east side, Europe 
on the west. Situated at the entrance to the Bosphorus, 
t he famous watervvay linking the Black Sea with the 
Sea of Mannara, it is the most important social, intel­
lectual, commercial and industrial centre of Turkey. 
ln fact it is still regarded by many Turks of older 
generations as the capita l. Also it can j ustly be called 
a city where East rea lly does m eet West. It has during 
the last r ,6oo years been capit al in turn of Roman, 
~yzantine and Ottoman em pires . Istanbul is fu ll of 
history in the shape of palaces, mosques, churches and 
other ancient bui ldings, not to mention the museums, 
which are numerous and Quite fascinati ng. 1 know that 
we didn 't do justice to those! But of the many historical 
places of interest that we visited perhaps the most 
in teresting were, first ly, the Mosque of St. Sophia, now 
a museum and the Blue l\llosque, the adjective " blue" 
coming from the priceless coloured ti lework which 
adorns th e inter ior. The Bazaars, a vast area wh ich is 
completely roofed over, and has 92 streets, symm etrically 
laid out; one of the easiest places I have yet met to get 
I ost. Shops by the glittering dozen sell ornaments and 
t rinkets of every conceivable forrn and var iety. Carpets, 

Depot 
EDITORIAL 

At the end of last quarter we at the Depot were 
looking forward to a peaceful summer with plenty of 
cricket, tennis on the newly-laid courts and pleasant 
periods of leave in the sunshine. These dreams were 
soon dispelled; the weather during the past few months 
has been wet and blustery indeed, literally dampening 
many of our pla nned activities. In addition, those of · 
us who attempt to do any office work in the vicinity of 
Training Company, such as compiling Journal notes, 
find concentration difficul t indeed, as we have had to 
suffer a continual roar of electric d r ill s, concrete mixers, 
bulldozers, and t he clangour of workmen b reaking large 
blocks of concrete wi th s ledge-hammers. T he results 
of th is cacophony are d istracted expressions on the faces 
of the Training Company office staff, numerous con­
crete paths about the camp, and nearly every barrack 
room now possesses a large, fearsome-looking stove, the 
efficiency of which has yet to be tested. Thus and thus 
our peaceful summer; as for leaves in the sunshine, 
only one member of the Depot staff was fortu nate 
enough to retu rn from leave boasting a tan. 

However, we have had an interesting and successful 
quarter. Our Annual Administrative Inspection was 
on July 18-a scant eight months after the last one. 
T he Unit was inspected by a st rong team from London 
D istrict headed by the Chief of Staff, Brigadier W. L. 
Steel. T he weather enabled us to parade on the 
Square, and we received a satisfactory report. 

The inspection was followed the next evening by a 
large cocktail pa:rty in the Officers' Mess, the puq>ose 

gold, silver, copper and brass work are predominant in 
a place where one can buy virtually anything. And the 
Dolmabache Palace, right on the Bosphorus, with its 
nineteent h-century immensit ies and other splendours 
was well worth visiting. 

But I think that we m issed nvice as m uch as we saw. 
As regards the m ore modern aspects of the city, there 
are up-to-date luxury hotels, numerous excellent 
restaurants, cinem as and night clubs whose cabarets 
are rea lly first class, but un fortunately no theatre, opera 
or ballet. 

During our stay we suffered considerably at the hands 
of ruthless taxi drivers who have no meters, but merely 
ask what they fancy. Some arguments that we had·are 
rather amusing to look back on-especially as between 
us, we spoke but a dozen words of Turkish. But all 
good things have to come to an end; so afte r eight days 
there we left Istanbul and returned by night sleeper to 
Ankara. The following day, after a mad rush we caught 
the plane back to N icosia, so returning to Cyprus, but 
the short stay in these two in teresting cities brought 
back a breath of normal civil ised existence which was 
most refreshing. 

V. G. BROWN. 

D. A. P RETTYMAN. 

Notes 
of wh ich was to launch the Regimental H istory. The 
Colonel of the Regiment acted as host to numerous 
senior officers, including General Sir Brian Horrocks, 
General Coleman (the G.O.C. Eastern Command) and 
General Kirkman, and to many representatives of the 
Press, B.B.C. and publishers. The author, Lt.-Com­
mander P. F. Kemp, and Mrs. Kemp were also present, 
and received many congratulations from the reviewers 
there. Favourable reviews were noted in many nation31 
and local ne'<vspapers and magazines. 

Amongst t he many visitors to the D epot during the 
last few m onths (most of whom, unfo rtunately, were 
unable to stay with us for any length of t ime) was 
Col. G. R. Stevens, the Brigade Colonel, who ca rried 
out an informal inspection of the D epot on September q . 
T he 41st Intake had only been undergoing training for 
two weeks, and the Brigade Colonel watched their 
progress with great interest. 

A large party from the Depot attended the premiirt 
of the fi lm "A Hill in Korea "at the l\1arble Arch Odcon 
on September 24. The C.I.G.S. and Lady Templer 
were the principal guests and we supplied a lining party 
for the pavement awning and theatre foyer, consisting 
of 20 N.C.O.s and other ranks of the permanent staff, 
am ong v·:hom v.:ere included all men1bers of the sr~ 
who had actually served in Korea. Sgt. Palmer s 
daughter Catherine presented a bouquet to Lady 
Templer. T he Command ing Officer received a personal 
letter from the C. J. G .S., saying how much he had 
enjoyed the evening and how d isappoin ted he was at 
n ot having been able to speak to the m embers of the 

(Photo by courtesy of British Lion Films) 

Lady Temp/er being presented with a bouquet by Catlzerine 
Palmer, daughter of Sgt. Palmer, at. the premiere of the 

film '' A Hill in Korea '' 

lining party. Sgt. and i\1rs. Palmer also received a 
personal letter from Lady Templer. 

On the social side, El Bodon Day was celeb rated in 
traditional style with a very successful All Ranks D ance 
in the Gymnasium on September 28 . T his date was 
also the passing-out parade of No. 40 Intake, most of 
whom attended the dance in the eveni ng. The excellent 
hand, provided by our neighbours the RE. Postal 
Depot, brought us right up to date with p lenty of 
" Rock 'n' Roll ," and a very good time was had by alL 

Once again there have been changes in high places 
at the Depot. Major Hewitt took over command from 
:\Iajor )effcoat on June 25, and a figure familiar to all 
who have passed through dur ing the past four years 
left us on October 1 ; R.S.M. P . Donovan , who has 
given excellent service to the Depot during the tours 
of five Commanding Officers and fo ur Adjutants. We 
wish R.S .M. and Mrs. Donovan every good fortune in 
thei r new app ointment with the 7th Battalion and hope· 
that they will visit u s frequently. Meanwhile, we 
welcome R.S.M. Pike and his fa mily to the D epot, 
3nd hope t hat t heir stay w ith us will be a happy and 
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successful one. We also hope that the new R.S.M. 
has now fully recovered from the initial shock of being 
told that he has to drill Girl Guides! The Girl Guides 
Association of the county had a large parade in London 
and had asked us to assist by supplying dri ll instructors 
for their rehearsals. The R.S.l\11. and Sgt. Warner 
obliged on several evenings and the final rehearsal was 
held by floodlight on the Depot Square. 

One of the main "Aves" of this ed ition is to the 
Rev. D . P. Lang, who has taken up the appointment of 
Garrison Padre. It is many years s ince we have had 
a Pad re in uniform and we wish him a very enjoyable 
stay with us. We also welcome a new M.O. Lt. J . Miller, 
who vte hope wi ll not be too overworked in the M. I. 
Room, and bid farewell to Capt. Dilwyn Will iams, 
who t he Depot hockey team will surely miss. We wish 
him good fortune in his future career. 

\Ne again assisted this year at the County Territorial 
and Auxil iary Forces Association Rifle l\1eeting by 
supplying the butt party at Henley Pa rk Ranges on 
October 7. It was a most successful meeting and was 
enjoyed by all who attended. We congratulate the 
8th Battalion on winning the inter-un it competit ion. 

A new Regi mental Recru iting Brochure has been 
published recently, which has been circulated on a large 
scale to all Recruiting Offices and Youth Organisations 
in the cou nty. I t is fu lly up to date in regard to rates 

(Photo by courtesy of British Lion Films) 

1\1embers of the Lining Party in the foyer of the theatre 
at the premi!re of the fi lm " A Hill in K orea " 
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of pay and recent Battalion history and we hope that it 
wil1 have the d esi red effect of increasing our already 
steady flow of Regular recruits. In order to further 
assist th is latter aim, the D epot strength has been 
increased by t he addition of one, " Private George," 
who is a very realistic dummy. The result of one of 
R.S.M. Donovan's ideas, and ch ristened by our Recruit­
ing Officer, he forms t he centre-piece of our recruitirig 
d isplay and has already seen service in the windows of 
most of the Recruiting Offices in L ondon district, lying 
in a very determined attitude behind an L.M.G. It is 
not known as yet just how many regular recruits are 
directly attributable to " George's " influence, but he 
has certainly caused a great deal of interest; one loca l 
paper went so far as to publish a diatribe by an irate 
reader referring to the " fresh-faced young National 
Serviceman " in the Recruiting Office window! 

We are looking fonvard to t he Regimental Reunion, 
which unfortunately is just outside the scope of these 
notes, but wil1 doubtless be inc1uded in our next issue. 
We hope to see many old friends there. 

TRAINING COMPANY 

Although the bad weather t h is summer has been 
beyond description, we ·were fortunate to have no rain 
for any of the passing-out parades or the Administrative 
Insp ection , and there were no serious delays in the 
week of the S.S.A.F.A. Tattoo which was held at the 
White City from July 2 to 7· Sgt. Warner, with No. 39 
Intake of recruits, provided both ushers for t he Tattoo 
and troops to represent t he Russian enemy in the mock 

battle of Alma. On the last night, there was some 
doubt as to w hether the Scots. Guards wo~d in fact 
be allowed to overcome the Russmn enemy, and bruises 
cuts and black eyes were certainly evenly distributed 
to. botl~ sides. A le.tter ~~ thanks was received fronl 
Air Ch1ef Marshal S1r P h1l1p J oubert on behalf of th 
S.S.A.F.A. Committee, praising very highly the wor~ 
of the detachment. 

T he salute o~ the passing-our p .a, rade for No. 
3
s 

Intake of Recnuts on July 6 was taken by Brigadier 
B. B. Rackham. The Band of the East Surr~y Regiment 
were also on the parade. 

Medals were presented to: 
B est All-Round Recruit: Pte. A. Mears. 
Best Rifle Shot: Pte. M. Tatton. 
B est L.M.G. Shot: Pte. M. Tatton. 
High£st Physical Efficiency : P te. G . L angley. 

Many m embers of the 1st Battalion will be delighted 
to hear that we no longer use the Uxbridge rubbish 
dump for the recruits 36-hours' exercise, so Hook's 
Puddle remains undisturbed. T he present exercise 
takes place in the Pirbright area, where no doubt folds 
and features will soon gain instructors names and 
" handles." 

The passing-out parade for No. 39 I nt ake of Recruits 
on August 17 proved to be another fine, yet cold day, 
and the salute was taken by Lt.-Col. W. D . Ell is, who 
congratulated the troops on t heir turnout and drill. 
T he Pipes and Drums of t he I rish G uards, who attended 
the parade, were most helpful in making the day a 
success. 

"Russians" of the Battle of Alma (39 th Intake of Recruits) 

Awards were given to: 

Best All-Round R ecruit: Pte. K. L ongman . 
Best Rifle Shot: Pte. B. H ubbard. 
Best L.M.G. Shot : Pte. ]. Smith. 
Highest Physical Efficiency: Pte. J. Bonhomme. 

Arrivals from the xst Battalion include Sgt. T aylor, 
Cpls. H ersant, Biggs, Whitt and Turner and a number 
of men who thought t hey h ad completed their regular 
!ngagements. T hanks to Col. N asser, however, many 
of these aspiring civilians had to return to Cyprus in 
S<ptember, and Sgt. Hazelwood, Cpl. Baker, L /Cpls. 
Cantle, H yam, Lovett and Ward were amongst them . 
Compassionate retention has been the reason for Sgt. 
Oickie, L /Cpls. Howard and Anderson, and Pte. Adams 
retuming to the D epot. Sgt. Dickie has bee.n posted 
10 the reformed 8th Battalion and the other three have 
now been absorbed into the Permanent Staff. We 
11·elcome Cpl. Fisher and Pte. Manser on rejoining the 
Regiment and they \vill be moving to Cyprus in due 
course. A nother arrival was Donald L agden to an 
t~1remel y agitated father and ·we congratulate Sgt. and 
~lrs. Lagden on their increase to the D epot Strength. 
Our congratulations are also extended to Cpl. and Mrs. 
Plumb on the arrival of another son, albeit 10 days 
absent. 

We have said good-bye to Sgt. Shinn and L /Cpl. 
Dempsey who left for the 1st Battalion in Ju ly, and to 
Cpl. Finnissy who joined them with the September 
dmft. L /Cpls. Makins and Sharp are once more 
ci\•ilians, and we wish t hem every success in their 
careers and studies. 

With the increasing interest in Civil D efence, we 
find that various officers, W.O.s and N .C .O.s are 
be:coming more concerned in light-rescue and first-aid. 
Lt. Pollard, C.S.M. Firman, Sgt. Simmons, Cpls. H all 
and Young have attended Civil D efence courses recently, 
and we understand that we are to be subjected to 
nuclear warfare treatment in the near future. 

On September 28 we had the third passing-out 
parade in this quarter and Brigadier G. L en vi l.l,whom 
we congratulate on his recent promotion and appoint­
ment, inspected No . 40 Intake of Recruits . T he medal 
for the Best Recruit was deservedly awarded to an 
R.A.E.C. recruit, Pte. Lester, who, it must be adm itted, 
outshone his Middlesex contemporaries. Other medals 
1rere given to: 

Best Rifle S hot: Pte. M. Higlett . 
Best L.M.G. Shot: Pte. G. Cumino. 
Highest Physical Efficiency: Pte. ]. Barley. 

OFFICER S' MESS 

The first attempt at these notes having been rejected 
in no uncertain manner, one sits down and feels most 
tnvious of that man w ho writes the column " Courts 
Da~· by Day" in the London Evening 1Vews. H e has 
such a flair for making so very much m ore than readable, 
the ordinary affairs of everyday life .... But to progress. 

After Cricket W eek, the Officers ' Club Dinner and 
the Tennis Tournam ent, there is usua lly a lu ll in social 
activities. We were engaged in preparation for the 
Annual Administrative Inspection which took place on 
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J uly z8 ; Brigadier Steele and his staff from London 
District had lunch with us. 

On the following day a cocktail party was held in the 
Mess to launch the publication of the " Regimental 
History.'' 

The monthly guest night in August was a family 
affair, with no official Regimental guests but qu ite a 
number of private ones. 

Wh ilst John Pollard basked in the sun in Southern 
E urope, the rest of us had to endure an unusually bad 
English summer. 

W e envied John. H e set off in a Jaguar and spent the 
first week in Switzerland . There he handed over the 
" Jag" and went by train to Rome, where he was 
joined by his fiancee--Miss Christ ine N icholls- and 
after 10 days went on to Venice. The Film Festival 
was on at the time, so there was no lack of g lainour. 
H ere the Jaguar m ysteriously reappeared and the 
journey home was m ade via Milan and Z urich. 

Mean·while the Mess had filled up. The Suez Canal 
emergency brought some 1 o Home Postal Reserve 
Officers back, and they await instructions. (There 
hl!ve been no protest meetings!) 

On September 27 our guests at dinner ;,.vere the 
Mayor of Hendon (Cou ncillor L. C. Chainey) and the 
Town Clerk (Mr. R. H . Williams). The Colonel of the 
Regiment also dined here and there were several other 
private guests. 

The " E lgee Dinner " ·was held in the lVIess on 
October 1 1 and four members of the Mess received 
invitations. 

Throughout the last few months a very large number 
of officers whom we were pleased to see vis ited us. 
They included Col. Len .. •ill from N igeria,' Col. Gwynn 
from America-both now Brigadiers-and Brigadiers 
Green and ·\¥eston. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

So tbe yea r progresses, " ti.me and tide wai t for no 
man. " N or will the Editor. 

The last contribution wro te itself, but this one will 
be a l ittle difficu-lt as, socially, not a lot has taken place. 

VIe did, however , have a 1\lless dance, something in 
the way of a celebration after the Administrative 
Inspection. The m embers did a good job in the way of 
decoration and the G ym took on something of the look 
of a gala . The officers and their ladies attended, and 
we think enjoyed it. W e did not have many of our 
friends from nearby units unfortun ately. Someone 
managed to give an extra prize for one of the dances, 
by " swiping" a previous one and presenting it again. 
The next Mess dance, it is thought, wi ll be a " Rockin' 
and Rollin' session ," although, of course, we have been 
doing this for years. 

The Conm1anding Officer and Mrs. Hewitt accepted 
an invitation by the i:Vl ess to a " Welcome Party" and 
met all members. We were pleased to receive them and 
enjoyed their company during a very pleasant evening. 
W e must have some members that they haven ' t met as 
yet , so what about an encore? 
- On October 7, we had a farewell-cum-welcome party. 
This way to bid farewell to R.S.M. Donovan and to 
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welcome R.S.M . Pike. The Commanding Officer, 
Major J effcoat and Capt. Evans together w ith wives 
were invited , and there was a good attendance. Some 
speeches were m ade, and the evening was a great success. 

We all hope, after his very long tou r at the D epot, 
that R .S.M. Donovan wi ll fare well in h is new appoint­
ment wi th the 7th Batta lion. H e w ill, we are su re, be 
missed by everyone. At the same time, we welcome 
R .S .M. Pike to the fold, and sincerely h ope that he 
w ill enjoy his stay with us. 

We have had the pleasure of fleeting visits from 
W.O.s and Sergeants of the Regiment, from the 1st 
Battalion and remote p laces. May we congratulate 
R .S.M. 1VIcMillan on his promotion and welcome him 
as a "semi-detached'' member. C.S.M. Budden aga in 
spent ~ little time wit h us and is still to be seen going 
to " business " daily. Come and give us some m ore of 
your parlour games, " Reg." Others to pass through 
have been Sgt. Sharpe to Mons O.C.S., Sgt. Dickie to 
the 8th Battalion, Sgt. Fry to the 1st Battalion, Sgt. 
H azelwood to the 1st Batta lion . Sgts. Davies and 
W eller have now changed places, th e latter to eventually 
join the 1st Battalion . 

To all M ess m embers in all corners of the world we 
ext end an open invitation to visit us at the Depot, and 
w ish them well wherever they may be. 

CORPORALS' CLUB 

Once again we have had to say farewell to a rather 
abnormally high number of members . To civilian life 
we lost L /Cpls. K ent, Makins and Sharp and they are 
at present working (at least, that is their story) very 
hard. P erhaps they are missing their sheltered Army 
life ! Farewells were said to our Orderly Room stalwart 
Cpl. Andrews w ho, together w ith L /Cpl. Clayton, is at 
present studying for the ministry, and we wish them 
both every success in their future profession. To the 
Battalion we lost Cpl. L eat and L /Cpl. D empsey, 
together with a substantial number of reservists who 
were sent home for release by the Battalion, but due 
to the " Colonel " have had to return. Cpl Morris 
was unfortunately medically discharged, and if these 
notes do reach him we hope he is speedily recovering. 
Mention must be made of two of our Company who 
literally bounded out of the gate after spending two or 
more years here as training N.C. O.s, only to find a 
buff-coloured envelope awaiting them one morning 
recalling them to the colours: Cpl. Linzell, who is now 

·provin g that waterproof boots aren't, and Cpl. Finnissy, 
whom the Battalion h ave welcomed. Amongst those 
who h ave " come of age " as reservists are Cpls. Patterson 
and Whitthread who, after the initial shock, have 
accepted their fate. 

Arrivals from the Battalion have included Cpls. Biggs, 
H ersant and Whitt who have by now experienced the 
joys of Night Orderly Sergeant, and L /Cp ls. Giles and 
H oward. Amongst us, bu t at present on paper, are 
C pls . Mead and Turner, who have only recently arrived 
and were sent on leave-to prepare fo r what?! 

L ast edition we welcom ed to our midst Cpl. Moran 
and now we congratulate him on his p romotion to 
Sergeant ; congratulations also go to L /Cpls. Ban ham, 

Barralet, Kerr and Longman. Although ·we do not i 
these notes single out many for extra mention, it is fe~ 
that the name of L /Cpl. Wadham must receive a place 
H e has, and is putting the Depot on the boxing ma~ 
with his victo ries, both within t he Army and outside · 
well done, " Bill." ' 

On the social side, we must admit to a certa in lack 
of activity due to being without our club, but now 
thanks to the good offices of our P.M .C., ·we are ab!~ 
to have the Other Ranks Games Room while they use 
ou r old club as their Games Room. We did have a 
social ·which was a great and enjoyable success, largely 
due to H J eep " H anshaw. 

Christmas is approaching (so are the duties!) and the 
E nterta inments Com mittee alread y is busy. The pro­
verbial bird whispers that a social will be held in 
November and a dance at Christmas, so with our co­
m embers the R.E.s and their reservists we can look 
forward to an enjoyable time to come. (Editor: Written 
prior to November 1 .) 

SPORT 
Cricket 

In spite of the appalling weather which reduced our 
fixture list by half, the Depot had a most enjoyable, if 
not a particularly successful season. 

It opened with a home fixture against H.P.D.R.E. 
They batted first and on a very green wicket made the 
respectable score of 104 for nine before declaring. 
Against some very accurate slow bowling the Depot 
team were far from happy, but with the score at 24 for 
three the h eavens opened and the match had to be 
abandoned. The following Wednesday we entertained 
Chiswick Police, who produced a very useful side and 
beat us by four wickets w it h only minutes to spare. 
On the following Saturday we played a most enjoyable 
match against the 7th Battalion at Mill Hill , both sides 
producing som e excellent festival criciet and the Depot 
gaining their first win of the season. Rain prevented us 
vis iting Beaconsfield on May 30 to play the R.A.E.C.­
always an entertaining fixture-but on June 6 S.I. 
Morris captained a somewhat depleted D epot XI against 
Eastern Command at Hounslow. Thanks to some fine 
bowling by the captain himself the team put up an 
extremely good show to lose by 20 runs. On June 13 
we visited the Queens at Guildford with our strongest 
available team, feeling pretty confident. However, the 
Queens produced a strong X I and it took some good 
bowling by Cpl. Raffael, Pte. Cortis and Pte. Shelton 
to get them al l ou t fo r just over the I oo. Alas, our 
batting was not at its best, and aft er two very debatable 
l.b.w. decisions we found ourselves struggling to reach 
double figures. H owever, the tail wagged quite con­
vincingly, and although we lost we were not disgraced. 

Both Capt. Evans and Cpl. Raffael played during 
Cricket Week, the latter bowling very steadily. On 
June 27 we visited R.A.F. Northolt for what was cer­
tainly the most enjoyable fixture of the season, the 
D epot team playing extrem ely well and even the sun 
shining. Cpl. Raffae l, L /Cpl. Sharp and Pte. Cortis 
bowled well and, save for a whirlwind 69 by their 
number three, a W est Indian, the R.A.F. ,vould have 
been out for a poor score. Our innings started steadilr 

enough with all the early batsmen making runs, bu t 
when only 26 short of our opponents' score a collapse 
resu lted in our inn ings closing, with the team 19 runs 
short of victory; a disappointment but a mos.t excellent 
match. On July I 1 we p layed our return fixture with 
Chiswick Police at Imber Court. Again they p roduced 
a good team and we los t by five wickets. On the 
following Wednesday we were at home to Northol t, 
and aga in we fared badly, the D epot only scoring 

4s runs which the R. A.F. knocked off for the loss of 
five wickets. L /Cpl. W right took the five w ickets that 
fell. Our match at Kingston against Depot East Surreys 
on July 25 was somewhat disheartening, for though we 
took a strong team they produced a Surrey 2nd X I 
opening bat and won by nine wickets. However , as 
always, it was a cheerful m atch, with excellent hos­
pitality. Against C. I. D. H endon the fol10\:ving Wednes­
day we were hard pressed to find a team , but eventually 
L,Cpl. Sharp led an X I (including an Army boxer) on 
to the field and battle was joined. The C.I.D. gained 
a victory by 126 runs. However, we finished an un­
expectedly short season ·with a good match with Eastern 
Command, who scored 144 for seven, despite Pte. 
Cortis's accurate bowling which ea rned h im five 
wickets. The Depot were r 20 for six when stumps 
were drawn, z /Lt. Cheeseman, Ol) leave after pass ing 
out of the R.M.A., scoring 37 not out. Cpl. Raffael (35) 
and L /Cpl. Wright (34). · 

Despite the un imp ressive match results, it '\vas an 
enjoyable if short season. Finding eleven men, let 
alone cricketers, was in itself a problem at times but we 
fought on, only the weather preventing us fulfi lling all 
our fixtures. 

The following played for the D epot during the 
season: Major Marshall, Capt. £ vans, Lt. Pollard , 
z/Lts. Ch eeseman and Munby, Sgt. Morris, Cpls. 
Tarrv, Speakman, Raffael, L /Cpls. Sharp, Wright, 
Ptes. Sturman, Cortis, Shelton, Carpenter, Blair and 
Brooks. C.S.M. Budden has umpired freque ntly and 
efficiently since his return from Cyprus, though h is 
occasion~! comments on the team 's batting remain 
unprintable. 

OLD COMRADES 
Mill Hill Branch 

On June 30 we held a social evening in the Crawford 
Hut to say farewell and thank you to l\llajor A. R. 
Wailer, M.C., before he relinquished command of the 
Depot. It '''as a m ost successful evening, with the 
majority of the officers and sergeants attendi ng with 
their ladies, and a good turn out from the Old Com­
rades. The bar did a very brisk trade and " Lew's" 
piano playing soon had us all singing to make the 
rafters ring. 

After such a successful meeting there \vas a d is­
appointing lack of support for the coach outing to 
Brighton on July 22, only half of the 30 seats bei ng 
taken. However, those who \.vent had a most enjoyable 
day (save for the Secretary and his fair lady, who were 
either in th e righ t place at the wrong time or vice 
' 'ersa !) and even the sun shone to make it a really 
memorable occasion. l\llajor "Percy" Newman is . to 
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be congratulated on sticking to his guns and run ning 
the coach d espite the lack of support . 

The J uly and August meetings are never well attended 
as it is holiday time, and this yea r was no exception­
even " Busty" Hull was A.,¥.0.L, on August 25, but 
he sent us a postcard to say he had just climbed Snowdon 
with T ensing-on the railway! 

Our September meeting was combined with the All 
Ranks dance held in the Gymnasium on Friday, Sep­
tember 28, to mark El Bodon D ay. There was a good 
turn our from am ongst our ranks, t hough some of the 
older members were seen to retire to t he bar during 
(, rock ' n ' roll '' sessions. "Towney" H art was in 
good sp iri ts and " Old Bill " Cox and Mr. lVIatthews 
seemed to be enjoying themselves. 

':Ve have lost th ree stalwarts from our ranks­
W. H . K ing, Cpl. T. Bailey-one of our Chelsea 
Pensioners-and , within the last few days, Mr. H. A. 
Clelland, whose passing we all shall mourn most deeply. 
l'vlajor Newm an, the Secretary, R.S.M. Donovan and 
some 30 Old Comrades attended Mr. C lelland 's crema­
tion at Golders Green. 

Our numbers are still decreasing with the vears and 
we badly need new blood. We.meet usua lly ~n the last 
Saturday of each month in the C rawford Hut to sp in a 
yarn or two, enjoy a drink, or indulge in a little 
gambling, and then of course there are t he special 
occasions-the next w ill be our ann ual Christmas party 
in the Crawford Hut on D ecember Is. VVhy not join 
us and meet some of your old friends? 

THE CAMBRIDGE CLUB 

I n July Mrs. Hewitt took over the presidency of t he 
Club from Mrs. Wailer, and in September l\1rs. Pike 
took over the secretaryship of the Club from Mrs. 
Donovan. We wish both Mrs. Waller and Mrs. 
D onovan luck in their new homes, and also welcome 
Mrs. Hewitt and :Mrs. Pike to the C lub. 

VVe had a C lub outing on September I 1 and all went 
to the Palladium ' to see " Rocking the Town. " A very 
pleasant evening . 

The weekly C lub evening is now Wednesday, by 
common agreement. W e have quite a few new members 
now and the numbers are growing. 

On October 31 we are having a cooking demonstration 
from the Gas Board. 

Subscribers are invited to complete 

th e or de r for m 

enclosed in every copy of the 

Journal as soon as possible. 



A GROUP TAKEN OUTSIDE THE OFFICERS' MESS AT CAMP 
Left to right: Capt. B . A. M. Pielow, z/Lt. N. Black/mm (Royal N.Z. Infantry), Major E. F. Thampson, M.C., T.D., 

Lt. M . Norsworthy, Lt.-Gen. G. C. Bucknall, C.B., M .C., D.L. (Colonel of the Regiment), R ev. J. H. Fulltr 
(Chaplain to the Battalion), Rev. 0. R. Fulljames, V.R.D., M .A ., R.N.V.R. (Hon. Chaplain to the Battalion), 
Major R. J. P. Cummins, Major (Q.M.) C. A. Trestain, M .B .E. 

7th BA IT ALl ON 
THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

(D.C.O.) 
The climax of the training yea r 

has passed and another annual 
camp lies behind us. This year 
we were stationed at Dibgate North 
Camp which is quite a well laid 
out site and one which drains 
quickly. This was just as well in 
view of the rath'er damp weather 
in the second week. On the 

whole, however, we were lucky, and only on one day 
did the training programme have to be modified because 
of the rain. 

The strength of the Battalion in camp was z6 officers 
and 181 O.Rs. After allowing for employed personnel, 
guards, picquets, first-aid and light rescue cadres we 
were lucky to get a parade strength of 40 to so. 

The School of Infantry (Sp. Weapons Wing) pro­
vided instructors for M. M. G. and 3-in. Mortar Platoons 
for a few days during camp and the Signal Wing took 
our Signal Platoon under their wing for the first week. 

Rifle Companies carried out individual training in the 
rather restricted training areas and much time was 
devoted to shooting. The Battalion team came second 
in the main competition of the Brigade Rifle Meeting 
and teams were entered for the T.A.R.A. decentralised 
com petitions. Consideri ng that teams were built up 
during camp the results obtained were encouraging. 

We had many distinguished visitors during camp and 
these included the Colonel of the Regiment (Lt.-General 
G. C. Bucknall, c.B., M.C., D.L . ), the Honorary Colonel 
of the Battalion (Col.]. K. Maitland, M.B.E., M.C., r.n.), 
Brigadier B. B. Rackham, C.B.E., M.C., D.L. (Secretary 
of the Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Association of 
the County of Middlesex), Rev. 0. R. Fulljames, v.n.o. , 
:\1.A., R .N .V. R. (Rector of Hornsey and Honorary Chap­
lain of the Battalion). The G.O.C.-in-C., Eastern 
Command also visited us for a very short time. Un­
fortunately the Commanding Officer (Lt.-Col. W. D. 
Ellis, o.B.E., T.D.) sustained an accident which entailed 
his admission to hospita l with a cut very close to the 
eye. He was discharged from hospital after four days 
and rejoined us in camp. 

The Band was very much in evidence during camp 
and played at dinners for both Messes and for the 
Officers' Mess Cocktai l Party. They also gave two 
band concerts at tea-time. 

After camp there was the usual lull in military training 
activities gener~lly . However, a small party spent a 
week-end on B1sley Ranges and enjoyed the facil ities 
offered in the London and 1\1 iddl esex Rifle Association 
hut. 

On September 29, Lt. Black burn was included in the 
Divisiona l team for the Kola Cup. T he Divisional 
team made a good score which may well be high enough 
for them to win the cup th is year. 

On October 7 the T. and A.F.A. of the County of 
Middlesex held their Annual Rifle Meeting. The 
Battalion unfortunately had no success this year and 
the team came 6th in the main competition. 

Bandmaster Gillyatt has now had to retire on medical 
grounds, and on September 18 he was presented with 
a clock by the Commanding Officer on behalf of the 
officers as a token of appreciation for his excellent 
work with the Band. 

Mr. Gilyatt by his own example and hard work was 
responsible for building up the Band when it was re­
fom1ed after the War and the present high standard 
maintained by the Band is largely due to his efforts. 

Mr. Gilyatt served in the R .A.M.C. in the First 
World War and in the 7th Battalion of The Middlesex 
Regiment during the last war until he was invalided out. 

Sgt. W hitewood has been promoted and appointed 
Bandmaster and already some bookings have been 
made for public concerts next summer. On Sep­
tember r 5 the Band and Drums of the Battalion, together 
with the Band and Drums of the 8th Battalion beat 
retreat at the Enfield Show before an appreciative 
audience. 

Evening training has now started again and a joint 
pe riod for officers, W.O.s and N.C.O.s was held on 
October 9 when Major P . W. E. Kidner, M.C., R.E., 
from the War Office gave a lecture on the Soviet 
Army, illustrated with films. 

On the administrative side we have had our fill of 
inspections. All vehicles, signals equipment and arms 
have now been inspected and all reports are good . 

Lt. S. le M. Enthoven has recently returned from the 
1956 Oxford and Cambridge expedition to Northern 
Iraq. 

The expedition consisted of six undergraduates, four 
from Cambridge, two from Oxford, who trave lled in 
two Land-Rovers by land, via Yugoslavia, Greece, 
Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, J ordan and across the desert 
to Baghdad. They came back more or less the same 
way, but through Bulgaria instead of Greece, having 
travelled some 1 J,ooo miles in three months. 

The expedition spent five weeks in the Mosul region , 
measuring and photographing 13th-century Atabeg 
remains and visited most places in Iraq, including 
Babylon, N ineveh and Hatra. 

The expedition was supported with grants from 
Trinity College, the Royal Geographical Society, the 
Geographical Magaziue, and in addition , had help from 
numerous firms, so that the individual expenses were 
not expected to be more than £8o each. 

On the return journey the party visited Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Damascus, Baalbek, and met no trouble, 
although it was during the later stages of the first Suez 
Conference. 
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SERGEANTS' MESS 
Annual Camp is of course the most important period 

of the year, in particular for the Sergeants' Mess, 
because it is the one occasion when we are able to get 
to know each other properly and eo function as a Mess. 
For the younger members especially it is a new ex­
perience, and we hope that they enjoy their membersh ip 
of, to coin R .S.M. Pike's phrase, " one of the most 
exclusive clubs in the world ." 

We are very sorry to report that ·R.S.M. Pike was 
unfortunate ly smitten with acute appendicitis just before 
\Ve were due to go to camp, but R.S.M. Donovan, 
from the Depot, gallantly stepped in and guided us 
through the first week until R.S.M. Pike was fit enough 
to take over. 

On the first Monday in camp we were honoured by 
an i~vitation to visit the Officers ' Mess, where we were 
entertained in regal fashion . A most memorable 
evening. 

A few evenings after this, the R .SJvt., P.M.C. 
(C.S.M . " Vie" Corner) and six members attended a 
social at the London lrish Sergeants' Mess. After nine 
years the " International Brigade" has now broken up, 
much to our regret, and our good comrades-in-arms ~ 
the l rish, certainly lived up to their reputation for 
hospitality. There are a host of good friends in the 
London Irish who we shall certainly miss very much 
in future camps. If a copy of these notes reaches them 
we would like them to know that any of their Mess 
members will always be more than welcome at our 
Mess, and that goes for our friends in the London 
Scottish too. 

Thanks to a lot of preliminary work by R.S.M . Pike 
and Sgt. "Sam.my" Weller, 21 members had a very 
successful outing to Calais, via Margate, on the middle 
Sunday in camp. Despite a Force 8 gale and numerous 
s~owers it was a very smooth and enjoyable t rip and, 
wtth cheap drinks on the boat, it's true to say that if 
members were damp outside they were certainly full of 
the best spirits inside. This was one of our most 
ambitious outings so far and also one of the most 
successful. 

And so to the second week, which, in retrospect, 
seems to have been a succession of Mess functions. 

On the Tuesday we entertained members from other 
Messes of the Brigade to an enjoyable social evening. A 
really first-class buffet \\'as provided by Sgt. Jack 
Stubbins, from the Depot, and we all owe him a vote 
of thanks for his part in making the evening a success. 

This was followed the following evening by a :Mess 
dinner night. Thanks to sterling work by Sgts. 'V alters, 
Wotton and Stubbins this also was a distinct success 
and was most appreciated by all members . After 
dinner we had the honour of entertaining the officers 
in the Mess and our only regret is that the Commanding 
Officer unfortunately could not be with us . 

The last few evenings in camp were taken up with 
numerous informal parties made even more enjoyable 
by an official rum issue, owing to the dreadful weather 
experienced on the Thursday. However, as alwavs 
"it's an ill wind that blows nobody any good," as ih; 
rum addicts will certainly agree. 

There is little to report since the Battalion returned 



from annual caJnp, mainly due to the close-down period 
when the permanent staff enjoyed a well-earned spell of 
leave, and also to the fact that the winter social session 
has not, at the time of writing, really got under way. 

However, these notes would not be complete without 
mention being made of the retirement of W.O. I (Band­
master) Gilyatt. " Bill " Gilyatt has been undoubtedly 
one of the most popular members of the Mess for many 
years, and we shall miss his cheery presence more than 
he can poss ibly realise. The manner in which he built 
up a first-class band is well known, but we in the 
Sergeants' Mess ·also know him as a first-class Mess 
member, every ready to encourage or advise, and always 
to be relied upon for one h undred per cent. support. 
We wish you a long and happy retirement, "Bill," and 
p lease don't forget to drop in and see us wheneVer you 
can make it. 

The baton has now passed to Band Sgt. \oVhitewood, 
whom we \-Vould aJl like to congratulate on his promotion 
to W.O.r (Bandmaster), and we wish him every success 
in the future in his new appointment. 

Inevitably, time brings many changes, and shortly 
after annual camp R.S .M. Pike completed his second 
tour of duty with us. H ov•lever, he hasn't gone far, 
and so, although we have said farewell, we hope to see 
him quite often either at the D epot Sergeants' Mess or 
at Hornsey. 

We offer a sincere welcome to R.S .M. Donovan, who 
we were fortunate to have with us during the first week 
at camp, and so had the opportunity of getting to know 
him, and he, us. We hope that he will enjoy his tour 
of duty with us. 

Retreat being sounded 

at camp by Dmr. Beard. 

L /Cpl. Knights of the 
R.P. lowering the 

Regimental Flag 

(Photograph by kind 
permission of the 
Hornsey Journal) 

We also bade a reluctant farewell to Sgt. '' Sammy" 
Weller, and we would like him to know that he leaves 
many good friends in the 7th Battalion Sergeants' Mess 
and we hope that he will come and see us whenever 
opportunity occurs. His place has been taken by Sgt. 
Davies, to whom we extend a warm welcome . 

We would like to close these notes by reminding all 
ex-Mess members, both Regular and T.A., that we are 
always glad to see them at Hornsey. 

"A" COMPANY 
Camp this year was in an area well known to the 

senior ranks of the Company. On Saturday, June 23, 
the Company assembled at Highgate and moved in 
transport to Hornsey; where it formed up with the 
remainder of the Battalion to march to the station. 
After a four-hour train journey we reached camp and 
settled in quickly. Accommodation was plentiful and 
all ranks were reasonably comfortable. 

Training during the first week was mainly field­
craft and patrolling, although Cpl. Conway attended a 
unit instructors' course in first-aid. During the second 
week the weather was not so kind and we had more than 
our fair share of rain which interrupted our shoot ing. 
Most of the second week was occupied by first-aid, 
although we were ab le to spend one day firing rocket 
launchers and Energa grenades and th rowing the 
inevitable 36 grenade. 

All ranks enjoyed more free time than usual. 
S ince camp attendances have been small , but we have 

been able to embark on a concentrated course of map 
reading which culminated in a week-end exercise on 

Berkhamsted Common in Hertfordshire on October 
11-14. For this exercise the Company were supple­
mented by elements of " D " Company and the M.T. 
Section. Feeding arrangements were admirably super­
vised by Capt. Baldwin of " D" Company. Saturda\· 
evening was usefu lly employed with a Company party j~ 
a loca l hostelry, which was a great success. On Sunc'ay 
morning, after the mist had cleared, the map-reading 
exercise started a little after schedule. The course was 
approximately nine mi les, with check points along the 
route, and despite the shortage of time, all ranks com­
pleted the course by opening time. 

Badminton has proceeded steadi ly throughout the 
period and we have recruited another enthusiast in 
Mr. Armstrong who has just joined us. Vt/e feel 
confident that we can take on all corners (including 
u B" Company) and we are " at home" for this 
purpose every Thursday evening. 

We offer our congratulations to C.S.M. Hills and 
Sgt. Robertson on their well-deserved promotion and 
welcome Lts. Chynoweth and Armstrong on posting 
to the Company. 

" D " COMPANY 

During the last four m onths, one event has eclipsed 
all others as far as << D " Company is concerned. After 
many yea rs, the Company has returned to its old home 
at Park Lane, T ottenham. This great happening 
occurred on September 24 and the settling-in is going 
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on apace. As far as the outlying Companies are con­
cerned, we must have the best Centre in the Battalion 
with splendid range, training and social facilities, 
together with the historical reputation for being in a 
very fine recruiting area, which is the most important 
factor of all. We hope that the old soldiers of the 
Company will feel a satisfactiop that we are back w here 
we shou ld be and that the young soldiers wi ll benefit 
both from the increased training opportunity and the 
nearness of the Centre to their homes. To both old 
and young members we give a very warm welcome to 
visit us on any Tuesday or Thursday after December I 

when we hope all will be running smooth ly for social 
and training purposes. One other word to the ex­
serving members of the Company. As the Territorial 
Army changes its policy, we shall need volunteers to 
make the Company a "going concern," and we ask you 
to encourage your sons, grandsons , nephews and all 
their friends to join us and carry on the good work 
which you started so well. Bring them along with you 
when you come to visit us and let them see that there 
is stiJI a great deal to be said for membership of the 
T errit orial Army and especially the Tottenham Company. 

D u ring camp, owing to our reduced strength, the 
Company amalgamated most successfully with " B n 

Company. Of course, there is nothing like being com­
p lete masters of both your souls and bodies, as we 
hope to be in 1957, but the set-up did allow several 
people to do jobs that they had not done for some time, 
and served as a valuable refresher in these appointments. 

(Photograph by kind pcnnission of Hornsey JoUT'TUl!) 

SGT. ROPER WITH HIS M.M.G. SECTION AT CAMP 
Left to right : Pte. Mason (98), Cpl. Westwood, Sgt. Bishop, Pte. Barnes 
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Over the week-end of October 13-1 +• we were invited 
to take part in a tactical week-end with ' 'A" Company 
which was enjoyed by all who attended. 

" S " COMPANY 

There is nothing th<:;_ T erritorial specia list likes more 
than firing his weapons, and in th is respect camp this 
year was excellent as ·we had plenty of am m unition . 

The Mortar Platoon, fielding two sec tions th is yea r, 
spent a couple of excellent days at Lydd Ranges, right 
at the beginning of camp. They were lucky to have a 
first-class instructor from t he Small Arms School with 
them, who, in additiofl to imparting mortar knowledge, 
also had an unlimited supply of amusing s tories! 

We must mention that the Mortars were without 
Capt. R. G. Garrett at this camp for the first time in 
m any years, and all ranks heartily congratulate him on 
the birth of a son. 

The M.M.G.s, whose strength was boosted by several 
National Servicemen, spent the first week in the training 
areas. Being the only Platoon in camp at the time of 
the G.O.C.'s visit, they received unwonted attention. 
The General asked one gun number where he had 
learnt to fire the weapon-and the startling rep ly was: 
·~ In the Army, Sir! " 

By the time the guns were fired at L ydd during the 
second week, the weather was very dreary; however, 
everyone got plenty of shooting. Both the Perring 
Trophy and the T.A.R.A. courses were fired, aild 
although the scores were not very high, we might get 
a m ention in the T .A.R.A. handbook. 

Besides the 1\ll ortar and M.M.G. Platoons, a number 
of National Servicemen in the Company spent their 
camp in varied activities, which , during the first week, 
consisted of demolitions under Sgt. Dive, v.•ho is to be 
comrnended for keeping them all out of harm's way. 
They then has several lectures on first-a id from " Chief 
Nurse " Beaumont and his colleagues, who had p icked 
up their knowledge on the subject in the first week 
at camp. 

The Assault Pioneers' most commendable feat was 
winning second p lace in the Brigade boat race on H ythe 
Canal, after a nearly fatal start. 

The Company had one night exercise en masse, which 
was mainly spent patrolling . The two patrols under 
Sgts. Curry and Fraser must be cong ratulated on their 
efforts, although when the exercise ended they were 
some distance from their objectives. 

We hope that Padre Fuller, who b lacked his face as 
much as any man, has not suffered unduly from his 
exertions that evening. After the exercise, the Com­
pany gathered for beer, soup and sandwiches, all excel­
lently arranged by CfSgt. Payne. 

The last Friday of camp saw the whole Company 
firing in three different competitions. The Mortars in 
a Brigade competition shoot were adjudged best on the 
Mortar line for dri ll and correctness of action ; they lost 
out, however, to 1st L.I.R. and 1st London Scottish 
in the number of bombs used and time taken. 

The M.M.G.s, meanwhile, were also firing against 
the other two Battalions, and managed to win one out 
of two shoots. 

The remainder of the Company made up a team for 
the Battalion Rifle Meeting and put up a stout effOrt 
considering our best shots were otherwise engaged. ' 

PROMOTIONS 

A/Lt. G. L. Black top to S /Lt.; A/Lt. M. Joseph to 
S/Lt.; A/Lt. ]. A. F. Weil to S/Lt.; z /Lt. C. E. Hornsby 
to A/Lt.; Band Sgt. Whltewood to W.O.r Bandmaster)· 
Sgt. Thomas to Band Sgt.; Cpl. Lewis to Sgt.; Cpl: 
Robet·tson to Sgt.; L /Cpl. Parodi to Cpl.; P te. West­
wood to Cpl. ; Pte. Bell to L /Cpl. ; Pte. Williams to 
L /Cpl. 

THE FOLLOWING HAVE JOINED THE 
BATTALION 

2/Lt. ]. P. Baker from rst Middlesex; z /Lt. ]. A. Birch 
from ~st Middlesex; z / Lt. D. A. Gilkes from t st Royal 
Warwtcks; W.0.1 (R.S .M.) Donovan from Regimental 
Depot; Sgt. Davies from Regimental Depot ; Ptes. Fish 
and Stimpson, on enlistment. 

THE FOLLOWING HAVE LEFT THE BATTALION 

Capt. C. A. Lamb, Lts. 0. G. Richards and T. M. H. 
Wollocombe, to T.A.R.O.; Lts. A. H . Catchpole and 
G. R. Chadwick to R.A.R.O.; W.O.r (R.S.M.) Pike 
to Regimental D epot; Bandmaster Gillyatt, on retire­
ment; Sgt. Well er to 1st Middlesex. 

BIRTHS 

Capt. R. G. Garrett, a son , Richard Peter. 
Capt. R. J . L eighton, a son , Anthony Robert. 
Sgt. Waiters, a daugh ter. 
Sgt. Charge, a daughter. 

Old Comrades 
Hornsey Branch 

Hornsey Branch of the Diehards Club have had 
several successful social evenings and other events 
during the past months. T hese have included a series 
of dart matches with visiting teams, also a dance which 
was a great success. T he outing by coach to Brighton 
on Sunday, September 23, was greatly enjoyed by all, 
the coach leaving the Hornsey Drill Hall at 9 a.m. 
A beautiful sunny, warm day helped enormously. The 
journey home included an hour 's stop at a road-house, 
where we were ab le to mingle with the " locals" and 
enjoy their singing and dancing, arriving back at 
Hornsey by midnigh t. 

The ISt/7th "1914-1 8 ,, had their annual dinner, 
70 of the O ld Battalion being present. Col. Pank was 
in the chair and we were pleased to see him again and 
hear his accounts dating back to the r88os. Lt.-Col. 
Ellis in replying spoke of the present Battalion's pro· 
gress and success in train ing, shooting and sports. The 
n ext dinner is in the capable hands of Stan Edge. T he 
passing away of ex-W.O.I W. Raddin was a sad blow, 
both to his old comrades and the 1st/7th Battalion who 
provided a bearer party. Several members attended the 
funeral and the Battalion and O.C.A. sent a wreath. 

The Club invites all ex-members of the Regiment to 
join us in our social activities every Wednesday and 
Sa turday evenings. You wi ll find many of your pals 
there, together with their wives; we have even got a 
television se t. Our acting Secretary, "Whipper" S ills, 
will give you further details. 

8th BATTALION 
THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

(D.C.O.), T.A. 
The writing of these notes is indeed a momentous 

occasion for the Unit Editor, as the last occasion that 
he wrote the words " 8th Middlesex " was in Liichow, 
in Germany, in 1946, when, as the Signal Officer of 
the Battalion, he wrote the final message from the 
original unit. He, and the Quartermaster, Capt. L 
Honeybun, were the last to leave the Battal ion when it 
closed down. 

This summer has been a period of readj ustment , the 
idea of changing from a Parachute Battalion back to the 
more traditional role of Infantry in a County Regiment 
has required a little time for digestion. The red berets 
have been handed in and blue ones worn, somewhat 
sheepi'sh grins have been exchanged, and a very ex­
perienced ex-parachut ist has been overheard murmuring 
" It's fu nny, but it feels exactly the same! " The 
inevitable delays while the future of the Battalion was 
discussed by the "gods above,, although infuriating at 
the time, have served the purpose of acclimatising us 
to the change, which has now been completed with 
very few casual ties among our volunteer strength . 

Until the end of August we soldiered as a Parachute 
Battlion, although ironically both our two weeks of 
ballooning suffered from bad weather, the first at Worm­
wood Scrubs gave us one eveni_ng during the whole 
week, and the balloon at camp only allowed us two 
half. days. Camp this yea r, from July 8 to 22, was the 
earl1est that we have had for many years. We again 
spent it at Shorncliffe Camp, and although the weather 
was typical of the summer, we enjoyed ourselves; only 
the hardie r spirits \oVere observed in t he sea and they 
swam more from the principal of the thing than for 
any enjoyment. 

The camp was organised for p latoon and section 
training, leading up to the Battalion two-day exercise, 
which practised the Battalion, and those in it, in nea rly 
every phase of war in the text -book: advance to contact, 
hasty attack, night pat rolling, p lanned attack, defence, 
withdrawal, and a night river crossing! All ranks had 
plenty to do, the weather was kind unti l the last few 
hours, when the clouds really opened as the last elements 
of the Battalion crossed the Grand 1\IIi litary Canal at 
Hythe under the masterly supervision of "SP" Com­
pany. A great deal of the success of the exercise was due 
to the hard work and excellent spirit of t he Scots G uards 
who acted as the enemy, one p latoon succeeded in 
appearing in an extraordinary number of p laces, at any 
rate accord ing to the patrol reports received during 
the night! 
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The usual competitions took place: 
Lines rst. "S" 2nd. " C" 3rd. " B" 
Guard . 1st. "B" 2nd . "D" 3rd. " S" 
Platoon Exercise 1st. "A'' 2nd. 0 D" 3rd. " C" 

The Sergeants' Mess \Vas sorry to lose R.S.M. 
Lawrence, B.E.M., to the Parachute Brigade just before 
camp, but the traditional 1\ll ess spirit was ably main­
tained by C.S.M. Roberts; \ve were told that the 
imp romptu band on the evening of the Mess Social 
could be hea rd quite distinctly on t he far side of Folke­
stone. None of the lighter sleepers of the Battalion, 
who suffered during the frequent rehearsals, would have 
been surprised if reports had been received from Dover. 

The Officers' Mess Dinner Night started normally 
and formally, but the proceedings were enlivened by the 
presence of a remarkably fine dragon, complete with 
fire -breathing nostrils, a hideous expression, and a 
ghastly voice. The dragon was induced to leave his 
native Rye by Major Webber and was attended through­
out the evening by the Quartermaster, Capt. Jennings. 

As a contrast ,the Cocktail Party was graced by a 
charming contingent from the ,'V.R.A.F. O.C.T.U. at 
Ha\vkinge. 

On our return from camp we welcomed as our new 
Training Officer Major P. D. H. Marshall and as our 
R.S.M. W.O.r T. McMillan, both of the Middlesex 
Regiment. 

When it became clear that o u r efforts to continue 
parachuting were not going to be successful ou.r thoughts 
t u rned from the sky to the sea as a counter-attraction . 
We started at camp with a smal l band of volunteer3 
who spent a large percentage of their evenings training 
in amphibious warfare \Vith folboats, under the super­
vision of Major Lee. Most of the tra inees survived, 
even when, after the first evening they were required to 
swim about a quarter of a mile, fully clothed, to the 
shore. They succeeded in getting into the local Press 
after the Hythe police turned out, thinking that the 
flickeri ng lights coming in from the sea were smugglers. 
The high light of the training at camp was a night 
attack on shipping in Dover harbour, an attack w hich 
was greatly helped by the excellent Intelligence work 
of the 1.0. , Lt. Holmes, and his complete I. Section, 
Pte. Reckett . After camp the amphibious training has 
carried on , with a week-end at the sea and another at 
Shepperton, which finished with a folboat race from 
Runnymead to Twickenham, a distance of j ust over 
hYenty miles, in five and a half hours. At the end of 
October the whole Battalion joined in the fun, when a 
party of nearly fifty volunteers spent the week-end at 
the Joint Services Amphibious ''Varfare Centre at H am­
worthy, in Poole harbour. Saturday was spent learning 
about the Special Boat Service of the Royal l\ll ari nes, 
who demonstrated both canoeing and under-water 
swimming, and Sunday, after attending a lecture on 
beach assault and exantining a variety of landing craft, 
the Batta lion embarked and carried out a landing in the 
area of Studland Bay. All ranks were verv much 
impressed by the qu iet efficiency of our hosts, a~nd were 
particularly grateful to them for giving up their week­
end to train the T.A. It is quite unnecessary to add 
that a large part of our future t raining will entai l a 
certain amount of wet feet! 
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The first time the Battalion paraded wearing their 
blue berets was on the occasion of the Annual Rifle 
Meeting of the Territorial and Au.xiliary Forces Associa­
tion of the County of Middlesex, at H enley Park Range, 
on Sunday, October 7. The Battalion entered the 
max imum num ber of fuJJ teams in every possible event, 
and still had a large number of reserves . 'A' e came 
1st and 2nd in the Inter-Unit Rifle Competit ion, our 
Sgt. Falla won the Individual Rifle Competition, 
followed as 2nd by the C.O., Lt.-Col. R. A. Corbv, 
o.B.E. , T.D. We won th e Unit Championship, the 
Inter-Unit iVI.M.G. Competition, and the Fall ing P late 
Competition. 

On October 1 2 the officers held a cocktai l party in 
the Drill Hall at H ounslow to mark t he change of role. 
T he pa.rty was held in the Hall itself, which had been 
completely transfonned by parachutes in a va riety of 
colours, flowe rs, some of the Regimental si lver, and a 
great dea l of work, particularly by the Regular staff, 
and was a great success, partly due, no doubt, to the 
extraordinary potency of the cocktails themselves. The 
guests included L t .-General G. C . Bucknall , Lt.­
General C. F. C. Coleman, Major-General and l\tl rs. 
M. M. A. R . West, Major-General R. C. M. King, 
Brigadier and Mrs. E. E. F. Baker, Brigadier and 
M rs. B. B. Rackham , and Col. M . Brown e. 

D uring the summer some old fr iends of th e Battalion 
have left, some, including l\1ajor Lee and Capt . Reckett, 
to the 1oth Battalion th e Parachu te Regiment, and some, 
like that well- loved, rotund and ever-cheerful character 
Cap t . Wood, have now to work away from London. 
T h ey wilJ ·al l be welcome back should their circum­
stances change. We shaJl all m iss parachuting, but we 
shall succeed in combining the dash and initiative of 
airborne forces with the steadiness and determination 
of the (j Die-Hards." The majority of all ranks are 
staying with the Battalion, regarding it as a very worth­
wh ile challenge to make the 8th Battalion The Middlesex 
Regiment the best in the T erritoria l A:my. 

571 L.A.A. REGIMENT, R.A. 
(9th Bn. The M iddlesex R egime nt (D .C.O.), T .A.) 

The Celt has gone- Major D. McG. W. Young, 
Adjutant of the Regiment for the past yea r has left. 
W e owe him ou r gratitude for the splendid work he did 
in establishing the heterogenous regiment w hich we 
becam e in June, 1955. May he enjoy his retirement. 

YVelcome to Capt. G. M. Garratt, R. A., his successor. 
Celtic fervour may have been replaced by more ortho­
dox British phlegm, but the dri ve is no less intense 
for that. 

Yet a further farewell to l\1ajor (j Tim " 1\llayhew. 
A stalwart of the 9th since 1943, we shall miss him 
greatly. May he not forget the way to Kingsbury and 
Edgware, and we wish him an ea rly restoration of health. 

Camp is now a th ing of the past, but the high lights 
sti ll live on in m emory. S leeves were shot down, 
Generals out-smarted, Brigadiers succumbed and we 
all worked jolly hard. Social life was as full as ever 
with t he usual ch ampagne cocktai l party in th e Officers' 
Mess laun chin g the ship (with the apologies to t he · 

Navy) in fine style ... ' And who can forget the capless 
march, through bog and fen, of the officers, led by their 
gallant C.O., to joi n the Sergeants in their lVIess. 

Back from camp for a well-earned rest-Not on your 
life! Exercise " S tronghold," firing at Purfteet 
manoeuvres with our new Brigade and a spate of sociai 
events l)ave helped to retain m uch of the " zing" (spare 
the word) of camp. More of these in our next issue. 

Finally, back as we are to the days of a volunteer 
T.A.-we do need recruits. You can be sure of a 
welcome and an enjoyable and worth-w hile hobby at 
Kingsbury ot Edgware. Now, you old "Die-Hards," 
what about it? · 

"P , Ba ttery 

The Battery took many new faces to annual training 
t h is yea r but, nevertheless , the traditions established at 
last camp were carried on and, in some ways, bettered. 
T hus, once again, we got the Regiment's "first sleeve 
while at the Athletic Meeting we won bOth t he inter~ 
Battery Cup and t he Tug-of-War Cup-the latter due 
in g reat measure to the leadership of Sgt. McKerron. 
Our soccer team began well with an impressive 7-1 
victory over the combined R. H .Q . and R.E.M.E. Work­
shop side, but the final against " R " Battery saw us 
flou ndering in the mud and well beaten . 

Our first experience of " one-camp-only" National 
Servicemen was most satisfactory. T hey were an ex­
ceptionally good crowd who were quickly absorbed into 
our ranks. T his speaks well of these N.S. men, but 
even more highly of the N.C.O.s who form the back­
bone of the Battery. However, we are not complacent 
and we are already beginning our winter training pro­
gramme in preparation for next year's camp. 

"Q" Battery 

Since our last letter, quite a few interesting events 
have occurred . First of all we must mention Annual 
Camp-this was most successful and enjoyed by all. 
The tra ining, fun and games, etc., were varied and 
interesting, the tempo so fast that we hardly noticed 
the glorious weather-for all we were aware it might 
well have been March! 

'"''e extend our best wishes· to Major ] . R. Doyle ~n 
h is appointment as ziC and ·we welcom e Capt. G. H. 
VVynne, our new Battery Commander. 

VVe have commenced our winter training programme 
and we assure you, old and new " Die-Hards," that 
this is no dull stereotyped affai r , but full of interest, 
militarv and otherwise. Admission FREE ! 

Furt-hermore we are beginning an ambitious Sunday 
morning " free for all ,'' consisting of motor-cycle 
training and motor driving instruction, .22 competi tions 
and what have you-all to terminate in a day's training, 
when it is hoped that all p ersonnel will qualify for 
driving licences. W ho knows, providing the Nelson 
touch applies, we ·may even pass out motor-cycl ists on 
a rough rider cou rse in a suitable training area. 

In the near future we are plann ing a visit to London 
Airport; this to include the B.E.A. and B.O.A.C. 
engineering bases, th e Central Area Build ings and, 
possibly, the Cont rol Tower. It is hoped that after 

this tour our aircraft recognition experts will come into 
their own. 

There is no limit to numbers on either \Vednesdav 
evening or Sunday morning training-just sign and 
you're in! 

" R" Ba ttery 
Despite t he rigours of the E nglish summe r, 1956 

1·ersion, the Battery enjoyed a successful camp at Wey­
bourne- particular ly gratify ing being the high s tandard 
of shooting main tained. 

Two sleeves were indisputably ours and t heir remains 
have been jealously preserved; unfortunately high­
ranking visitors on other positions prevented the 
augmentation of our " battle " trophies. 

The contented state of mind and self-satisfaction 
which invariably fo llow a good camp, were severely and 
suddenly shattered by the posting to the Middle East 
of our much -respected and unti ring P.S. L , B.S. l\11. 
(" Jock") Ware. H aving been with " R " Battery for 
so long he wi ll be sad ly missed by us all-both in our 
military and in ou r social activities-but his strong 
friendly personality and his devotion to Battery affairs 
will long be remembered. The shoes of one so act ive, 
and indeed of such large Celtic (a lbeit sold ierly) pro­
portions, are not easi ly filled and- without disparage­
ment to h is successors-the Kingsbury DriJl Hall wi ll 
miss h is oftimes stentorian brogue, h is infectious 
bellows of laughter, and the presence of one so in­
satiable in the Sergeants' Mess. W e wish him all 
success with his new regim"ent. 

Since camp our week-end activities have been more 
warlike than usual, to the exclusion of more convivial 
erents. 

T he Battery was well represented at the recent 
Exercise " Stronghold,'' and our annual range practice 
with rifle and Bren was completed at Purfleet. The 
latte r is noteworthy by virtue of our success in the 
ioter·Battery Cup , and the fact that Capt. i\1cDiarmid 
shot his way into th ird place in the Regimental 
Championship. 

R .E.M.E. 

T he formation of th is Regimenta l Workshop took 
place during July, 1955, the personnel in the main 
originating from 6th A.A. Workshops Battalion , 
R.E.M.E. (T.A.) and L.A.D.s of that Battalion. This 
was a result of the reorganisation of the T .A. 

Not a great deal can be said on the work carried out 
m the in itial stages, in fact a great deal still remains to 
be completed. Specific training for trades and training 
of a more general nature require initiative and effort by 
all concerned. 

Capts. Ri ley and P enn, our first C.O. and P.S.O. 
respectively, have now left the unit. Our good wishes 
go to Capt. T. B. Riley, now in Canada, and to Capt. 
Penn, now a P.S.O. in Reading. 

In future our object is to increase volunteer strength 
and it is hoped that our limited t raining facilities \vill 
be improved in the near future to give us more scope. 

Social activities envisaged include games' evenings in 
competition with Batteries of the parent unit, smoking 
concerts and dances. 
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As a unit, our energ ies are directed towards giving 
an efficient workshop service to the parent unit. This 
is our main role. Vle need enthusiastic recruits to help 
us to do this. 

ANNUAL REGIM ENTAL SPORTS' MEETING 

T he Batteries have been kind enough to comment on 
the Annual Regimental O lym p iad . May t he poor 
Sports' Officer rect ify any u nintentional er rors in their 
exposition and rest easy for the next twelve months, 
having crossed the t' s and dotted the i's of this year's 
effort. 

On August r9-being the middle Sunday of camp­
after the Ceremonial Church Parade and Trooping of 
the Regimental Colour which took place in the morni.ng 
- many members of the Regiment accustomed to their 
civilian Sunday afternoon lethargy, felt that a Regi ­
mental Sports' M eeting was " a bit too much. " 

Certain subversive approaches were made to the 
Sports' Officer, with no effect, and the R.M.O. con­
firmed that the ground was not too wet for the meeting. 

Each of the three Batter ies and the R.E.M.E. detach­
ment-thinly disguised as an R.H.Q. team--competed. 
The competit ion included a wide variety of track and 
field events wh ich were keenly contested , with one 
notable exception referred to later, but it was ap parent 
from the beginning t hat interes t centred on t he tug-of­
war. T he appearance of the soccer pitch on wh ich this 
was to take place bore more resemblance to a ru gger 
field which had been used for scrum practice .. 

It soon became apparent that " P " Battery and 
R.H.Q. were the main contenders for the inter-Bartet)' 
Cup. T he result was in doubt until the last event­
the final of the tug-of-war-and after a most strenuous 
effort, " P " Battery em erged triumphant to receive the 
cup from the H onorary Colonel. 

It is w ith regret that we refer to the collusive efforts 
of four senior officers in the Chain of Command race 
whO saw fit to reduce thei.r lap distance from 220 yards 
to so yards. (Flattery will get you nowhere, young 
man !-Regimenta l Edito r. ) Nevertheless, th is did add 
to a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon's ju nketting. 

The Regiment's thanks are due, in no small measure, 
to the efforts of the Permanent Staff at Weybourne, 
who provided the .facilities wh ich went to make our 
meeting so enjoyable. 

]. K. E. S. 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
M IDDLESEX REGIMENTAL ASSOClA TION HELD AT THE 
M IDDLESEX GUILDHALL, WESTMINSTER, S.W. t, ON 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1956, AT 2.JO p.m. 
Present: Lt.-Col. G. L . Fox, T.D., D.L. {cha irman), Brigadier 

E. E. F. Baker, c. a.E., o.s.o .. M.C .. T.D., D. L. , J.P., Col. M. Browne, 
C.B.E., M.C., D.L., J.P., Lt .-Col. W. L. Roberts, O.B.E., i\I.C., D.L., 
Lt.-Col. 'W. D . El\is, O.S.E., T.D., L t.-Col. W. P. M. Alien , O.B.E., 
i\ l.C., Major A. G. Hcwin, M. S.E., i\I.C., Major H . K. Ha rdcastlc, 
T.D., Major E. L . H eywood, CapL F. G. Ashby. M.i\1., R.S.M. P. 

~.~~~.~~\~la~·(f\,~·6~krk', ~ ~·.~~~\s~~;t~~).ffield, Mr. J. R. Bell, 
Apologies for non·attendance we re rece i\'ed from: Brigadier 

~t . ~Co~af~hS.~\r~ll~·:~~~~~·~.t~C~ · lf~bot.·J~. ~.11~or:t~~:·c~S~i\~: 
F. Firman, C/Sgt. G. H ockley. 

1. Minutes. The Minutes of the last meeting ha,·ing been circu­
lated were signed by th e Chairma n as correct. 

2. Secretary 's Report. The Secretary 's report, h:n-ing been circu· 
lated with the Agenda, was accepted by the Committee. 
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Report 
Grants. During the period April 1 , 1956, to August 3 1, 1956, 

~~e~~ of £100 Ss. zd. was dispensed in assisting 11 6 necessitous 

pr~~:;:io~~mh~~o o:c~~rsH~i~c~:a5l'i{~~~fon11~~f~e0~cfds!t a:h~ 
S~ymour Hall, on Friday, October 26, I QS6, and posters and hand­
btll~_have been dist r ibuted throughout the county. 

Fudd of ~emembra1u:e . Notices and infonnation regardin.s;: the 
annual scl'Vlcc to be h eld at the Field of Reme m brance 'West­
minster Abbey, on Saturday, Nove m ber 1 0, at 10.45 a.~ .• have 
beef'! sent to members nnd invitations extend ed to atte nd this 
scrv1ce to th.e L<:lrd L~cut<;nant find _representatives of the CO\.mty. 
. On a motion by Bngadtcr Baker Jt was approved that in future 
years the notice circu lated with reference to the Field of Re~ 
mem~ra~tce ceremony should 110t be:tr the heading " Regimental 
AssociatiOn " as 1his was not the concern of the Association. 
J. F!nance Committee's Report. The Chai rm an informed the 

Committee tha t at a recent meeting of the Finance Conunittee the 
following recorrunendations were made· 

(a) f?esoluti011. It was resolved that d.;e first .[, I ,ooo of unexpe nded 
~ncome of the \Var Memorial Fund be invested in short~term 
1nvesonents. 

(b) Rtgimental HiStory. That Messrs. Gale & Polden Ltd. were 
perfectly satisfied to accept £soo on accou nt of the History 
now a~d the bala nce when further sales had been made. In 
these circumstances it was decided that t here was no need to 
realise on anv securities. 

(c) Donations to Other CluJrities. The Committee recommend that 
the following donations be made to othe r charities; 

Regular Forces Employment Association 
Family Welfare Association . . . . 
Roya l Soldiers' Daughters' H omes 
S.S.A.F.A. . . . . . . 
Forces H elp Society 
Cordon Boys' Homes . . . . . . . 
British Limbless Ex~Servicemen's Association .. 
Hoyal Cambridge Home for Soldi ers' Widows .. 

£ s. d. 
so 0 0 

s 5 0 
8 8 0 

5 5 
5 5 0 
5 0 0 

.[,roo 3 o 

(d) Salaries. The Committee recommend that the sa lari es now in 
force be increased to the following for 1956: 

Sec:etary's sa lary be increased to £500 per yea r . 
Assistant Secretary's sa la ry be increased to £Joo per year. 

After a short discussion the report was adopted. 
4· Joumal Committu's Report. Major H ewitt reported the R oU 

of \oV.O.s and Sergeants appeared in the August copy of the j ournal 
and I;hat Roll of Officers wou ld appear in the December copy. H e 
a is~ m formed. the m eeti ng that he was writing to a ll sub-editors 
aski!1g for .thei r co~opcration in reducing the size of their contri~ 
but1ons, WJthout impairing articles from a reader's point of view. 

. 5· War i\l!emorial Commitree's Report. The War Memorial Com­
ffiltte~ 's r~port was distri buted v.-ith the Agenda and in the absence 
of ~ngad1er Rackham, the Chairman explained the report. The 
C ha1rman a lso informed the Committee that h e had re"ceived a 
letter from the Hillingdon Branch of t he British Legion deploring 
the act10n of the Committee in resorting to evict M r. Barber from 
No .. 5 Cottage. It was agreed that the C hairman should consult 
MaJor. H~rdcast l e as to a suitable reply wh ich should not at this 
~:f~ci~f~~~te that there would be any remission of cos ts by the 

Report adop ted. 
6. R enimemaJ History Committee's R eport . Lt.-Col. E llis in­

rormed the meeting of th e financial posit ion of the History, and that 
1t was necessary for a further 300 to be sold be fore t he account 
wou ld be clear. H e also wished th1t his thanks be recorded to a ll 
past and p_resent m embers of this sub~commince for thei r endeavou rs 
m producmg such an excelle nt History. 
saJs~e O.C. D epot said t hat he wouJd do his best to promote fu rther 

R eport adopted. 
7. Ccnmm:ttt!e's Report on Revision of Association Rttles. Major 

H ardcastle _Informed the meeting that the revised draft rules had 
been su brrutted to the Charity Commission for approval and he 
hoped to circulate copies to a ll members of the Committee prior to 
the next meeting. 

Report adopted. 
8. Regimen!al Rt!union. The Secretary in formed the meeting 

that sales of tickets were , as in p revious years, going slowly, and that 
he was shortl y attending Seymour Hall to make final a rrangements. 

9 . . Alternarive Regimeutal Tit!. The Chairman informed the 
meetmg that the Secretary had obta ined sam ples of ties, and it was 

6~;~r":~d~~.an~l~b~o~~~~i:cdt~~r:~ ~~~t;;n 9~f~~h;;;i;~i~~ 
to the Colonel of the Regiment for approval. 

There being no further bus iness the meeting closed at J.p p.m. 
The next m_eering will take p lace on Wednesday, F eb ruary 27, 

1957, at the M 1ddlesex Guildhall, Westminster, S.\V.L 
A. W. C LARK, Major, 

Secretary, Middlesex Regim ental Association , 

M INUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
MIDDLESEX REGIMENT OFFICERS' CLUB HELD AT i~ 
MIDDLESEX GUILDHALL, WESTMINSTER, S.W.t, iJE 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1956, AT J.ss p.m. N 
Prew1t: Lr.-Col. G. L . Fox, T. D., D.L. (Chairman) B · di 

E. E. F. Baker, c.e.e., o.s.o., M.C., T.D., D. L., J .P., Col. M. n~~~l'n~r 
C".II. E. , M.C., D.L., J .P.~ Lt.~Col. W. L . Robcrts, O.B.E., M.C. IlL ' 
Lt.-~ol. j . D. ~obbms. ?·D. E., ·_r.o .. Lt.-Col. W. P. M. All~~· 

~:~~·~a:;i~;:r.~~~~raj~; E~L.~-~;;,;~o~:C;·pt~\1r:.~·c.~~hby~,· K: 
Ma;or A. W. C\ark, O.B.E. (Secretary). ' ' U!., 
Apologies for non-at"tendance were rece1ved from Bn d 

~t.~Co~af~1S~~\'o~i~~~~~~~-~-t.~~~"Lt~~~{\ W ri\llW~r~>o~ 0 
• ~381~r 

l at~d ~~-~~dsi~~~'hbey ~~{;~!t:~.~~e ;:~o';;:~~ng having been circu. 

lat~d ~~~he~~:;'~g~:fd:1,~a~ra~~e~~~de~?:her(~~n~i~,!~g been circu. 

res~?c~r~f s~~~~ri~o~~ ~~aoe~~~a~~-e ~:~s~ecn recei~ed to date in 

CJ~b~~~'f~r ~~6 i~~~~T~~~: are the amounts expended from 

Amount authorised Expended 

Cocktai l party s£ sO dO 4i ,s; ~ 
X~f~~~e 1 !~ ~ ~ ' i~ :: 6 
T~nn is 25 o o 7 t6 1 
D1~ner . . . . . . . too o o 8 1 r6 7 

pla~~l~~s Seo;t~~l~e~e~;~~~o;~e' ars9~~~ Autumn Golf Meeting takes 

J. Officers' Cl,ub Diune: aml At H ome. The Committee appro\"ed 
~~~tbt,h~nO~fd~. J~~~ ~S~~~~;~r 1957 be held at the United Senicc 

Ba~~afi~~e~~d d:~~uRs~~~ lat~~ffi'd:~~ O~~::taarsd o~ rh~e a~~~ja~~~ 
the Annual Di nner orga nised by the Club. 

It was also agreed that the At H ome for 1957 be held at tht 
Officers' Mess, D epot, at a date to be notified la ter. 

Ro~aFS.~h~o\ To~eo?~~~::e~f dt\\rc~~dw~~jd ag~~~~ ~~ni~~fus\~: 
be patd 10 the form of a covenan t, the amount to be covenanted being 
£4 os. od. 

5· S ecretary's Salary•. The Committee approved of the Fin.:1nce 
Comm ittee's recommendation that th e Officers' C lub contribution 
to the Secreta ry's sa lary be £45 plus th e employe.rs' N. H.I. contri­
~ution of 6s. pe r week as from Janua ry I, I956. T he Secretary was 
mstructed to seek assistance in formulating a claim on behalf of the 
Officers' C lub for tax re lie f under Section 377 Income T ax Act of 
I952 . 

There being no furthe r business the meeting closed at4.15 p.m. 

A. W . C L ARK, Major, 
Sec retary, l\•lidd lescx Regiment Officers' Club. 

THE HONG KONG REGIMENT 

The build-up reported in our lasi: notes has continued. 
Training has now reached the stage when ·we arc ready 
for the first camp, ·which takes place in November. All 
ou r companies have had a yea r of s imple basic training 
and have now passed through their tests of training. 
V.Je now look fonva rd to putting into practice thr 
lessons lea rned. 

The Band and Corps of Drums is growing from 
strength to strength . Several public concerts have been 
given in Victoria P ark , all of which attracted large 
audiences. Co-operat ion between the Middlesex 
Musicians and the Band continues. Our Auscrian 
repertoire has been considerably enlarged and the local 
population now enjoy the strains of'' The Kaiserj ager," 
" In Munchen Stat ei n H ofbrauhas " and "The 
Radetsky March ," as well as " Rosa Von Wortersee." 
The climax of the quarter, as far as the Band and Drums 
were concerned, was the beating of Retreat at the Hong 
Kong C ricket C lub on October 4· In this beautiful 
setting, jus t as dusk was falling, a large crowd enjoyed 
a display of mi litary precision and good music carried 
out by their own countrymen. 

The Retreat "\Vas attended by His Excellency the 
Officer Administering the Government and m any senior 
adl and military officials . After the Band and Drums, 
(itaded by the mascot h.ad marched off, the guests were 

1111ertained at a cockta1l party held at R.H.Q. Some 
three hundred people were present at this party, w hich 
rJI'C a number of important guests the opportunity to 
~1eet us and see where we lived. 

The Regimenta l swimmjng team has had a ve ry 
!Uccessful season. We won the Army League (South) 
Water Polo Championship after a deciding game in 
(hich we defeated the runners-up by 10 goals to nil. 
The Terry Trophy meeting was held in September. 
fhis is an annual meeting between the Army and the 
Hong Kong Regiment. We won the competition by 

16 points to 30, including the water polo game which 
te won by 6 goals to 2. This is the first time since 
tbe competition started that we have won both the polo 
wd the swimming and our team are justifiably proud 
of themselves. 

We had three members of the t eam who have repre­
~ted the Army and the Colony in various competitions. 
Our last swimming honour was when a member of the 
Regimental Provost Section won the cross-harbour race. 
We look forward to next season and hope to maintain 
our record. 

We have seen quite a gathering on various social and 
military occasions of the Middlesex Regiment repre­
sentatives out here. Majors Burrows, Hodding and 
Peasley have all attended our social functions and Major 
Burrows has been dragged out into the hills as an umpire 
md director for an exercise. Cpl. Jackson has arrived 
md is now installed in H.Q.L.F. and has already made 
himself a reputation. Of course our" Diehard Kremlin" 
continues to make its presence felt and the affiliation is 
stronger than ever . 

We all send our best wishes to the I st Middlesex. 
We know they are very much occupied w ith their task 
md we look forward to reading all about them in this 
lSSue. W e have no doubt that they will be giving a 
good account of themselves in Cyprus and our thoughts 
ue constantly with them. 

The Editor, 
"THE Dn~ HARDS.'' 
iluR SIR, 

7 Fd. Regt., R .C.A. C.A.(M), 
Sarnia, Ont. 

October 16, I956. 

The 7th Field Regiment, R.C.A., enjoyed a most 
ruc.cessful year of training, climaxed by a cherished 
nanding at the annual Summer Camp in Petawawa 
during the week of July 7-14, 1956. We know our 
Imperial affiliation will be as proud and please as we 
Were, in learning that our unit came off w ith top honours 
m the Artillery Competition for Militia U nits in Canada. 

Fall training is well under way now, and we are 
prepa ring for the Arti llery Ranges at Meaford, Ontario, 
and the Small Arms Classification at lpperwash, 
Ontario. 

The present organisation of three Batteries in different 
towns works out very well, and our C .O. , Lt.-Col. 
W. R. Buchner, M.C., C.D f, vis its the Batteries very fre-
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quently from his R.H .Q. in London, Ontario. Not­
w ithstanding the usual apathy evidenced in peacetime 
(a fact you in England may also experience), we do 
m anage to recruit q u ite a number of sui table young 
chaps to train in the Artillery . 

W e try not to neglect the social aspect, anJ to foster 
good will between the i\llilitia and the wives. We 
staged a Battery Dinner and D ance in Octolu r, which 
simply worked mjracles for m orale and ;. sense of 
b elonging for everyone. 

Our Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. W. R . Buchner, 
M.C., c. o. , sends his greetings from R .H.Q. in London, 
Ontario; and Sarnia's O.C. z6 Battery, Major G. W. 
Taylor, c.o., also sends his best regards and is both 
proud of the Regiment' s affi liation and happy about 
the Batteries ' record. 

Yours very truly, 
0 SBORNE w. BROOKE (Lt ., R.C.A. ), 
Public Relations Officer, 

7th Field Regt., R.C.A. C.A. (M). 

NEWSLE'ITER BY M.B. 
An a ppreciation of the former Lord Lieutenant of 

Middlesex County and his successor 
A notice appeared in The Lo"ndon Gazette on May I, 

1956, as under: 
" Lord Latham has tendered his resignation from 

the office of Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
Middlesex and the Queen has been p leased to accept 
it." 
All members of the Regiment were very sad to read 

the above notice for L o rd Latham has been a staunch 
friend of The Middlesex Regiment ever since he took 
up his high office. He devoted all his great energies, 
his knowledge and his wide experience to ·all our en­
deavours to promote the welfare and the success of the 
County Regiment. 

In the forefront of this object is notable the raising of 
the funds required to build the 20 cottage homes in 
Albuhera Close, which he himself opened on Septem­
ber 15, 1951 . 

He was also responsible for raising a fund to enable 
silver bugles to be presented to our xst Battalion on the 
Horse Guards Parade on D ecember 19, I95Z, to cele­
brate their return from Hong Kong after service also 
in Korea. He personally presented a bugle to each of 
the Drums . He was also present at the service in West­
minster Abbey whjch followed the parade and at the 
lunch given to the Battalion by the Middlesex County 
Council at the Drill Hall of the London Scottish. 

Every year, whilst in office, Lord Latham attended to 
lay the principal cross in the Field of Remembrance at 
W estminster Abbey. He graced almost every reunion 
at Seymour Hall and appeared at every regimental 
function throughout his years of office. 

H e wi ll n ever be forgotten in the Regiment and will 
be inv ited to attend all our functions as an honoured 
guest and honorary m ember of ou r Regimental Officers ' 
Club. 

We were glad to hear, on August 13, 1956, that H.M. 
the Queen had approved the appointment of the great 
authority on aeroplanes, Sir Fred erick H andley Page, 
c.B.E., as Her Maj esty's Lieutenant for the County of 
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Middlesex. He is well known to many of us and we 
welcome his appointment in the sure knowledge that 
he will continue to sho .. v the same interest in his county 
regiment as did his predecessor, Lord Latham of 
Hendon. 

I trust many members of the Regiment will remember 
with gratitude that our 20 l\ll emorial H omes in Albuhera 
Close were opened by Lord Latham, \\'hen Lord L ieu­
tenant, and dedicated by D octor Wand, then Bishop of 
London, on September 15, 1951. A lbuhera Close is 
now a freehold belonging to our Regimental Association. 
Large sums of money were presented to the Regiment 
in m emory of the ga11antry of the Regiment in the yea rs 
of the 1939-1945 War against Hitl er 's Germany and 
Japan. T hese sums came from members of the Regi­
ment and from the people of 1\lliddlesex, rich and poor, 
g reat and humble. 

We never forget how much we owe to our own county 
and those homes stand as a lasting reminder of what I 
wri te an d, which is to me, an outstanding s ign of our 
Regiment's life, and continued honour commencing in 
the year 1939 and concluding fi ve yea rs ago. Since then 
we have to add fresh mi lestones to signify Korea and 
Cyprus. 

f am sure many of ou r readers were impressed by the 
excellent and informative article on the D uke of Cam ­
b ridge in the last issue. I t was written by an officer , 
h igh ly qualified to do so, who has asked to remain 
anonym ous. All ranks ought to know about their first 
Colonel -in-C hief, that remarkable man who did so much 

. for the Army. 
On Ju ly 18 I heard from Col. Crawford that his son 

Will iam is in for N.S. in the Roya l Scots Greys. T he 
boy wanted to serve in a m echanised Scottish unit. This 
is a tank unit. William has won an award at Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge. Competition for un iversities is 
severe, as only some 30 per cent. o f vacancies go to 
public schools and one has to do exceptionally well to 
secure one. He will go to Cambridge in I957 · 

Vt./ e were all pleased to hear that a knighthood had been 
bestowed 1pon Graham Rowlandson, the former chair­
man of our county counci l. E veryone in the Regiment is 
deligh ted fo r he has done much for the Corps, and has 
written to t ell m e how much he appreciates our 
congratulations. 

I lunched with Col. Cecil Pank on J uly 26 and that is 
always a great pleasure for he is full of interest and often 
critical of m ysel f, but h is advice is ever very sou nd and 
helpful. 

On the zsth I had the pl easure of a brief visi t from 
Brigadier " Roly" Gwyn , and it was splendid news to 
hear of hjs promotion to command a brigade in Sheffield 
which is about to be formed. H e tell s m e the new 
Regi mental Histo ry is incorrect in saying he was ever 
sick in K orea. I do not know how this mistake crept in. 
H e received the O .B. E. in the Birthday H onours List . 

l have recently received th rough the medium of 
Major Geoffrey Bo\ver a splendid collec tion of coloured 
photographs of our graves of the 2nd Battalion fa llen at 
Spion Kop. T hey came with an excellen t p lan of the 
Kop itself from Vincent Sykes, a friend of Bowers, in 
T hraps ton, Northamptonshire, and are now in t he 
Colonel's H istorical Record Album. I shall always be 

g lad ~o show th~ ~I bum to anyone interested, and he wi!J 
find tt most exc1tmg . 

I attended the cremation service of J . R. C. Tathafl) 
a relative of m y fam ily's lawyer. He joined the Regi~ 
ment from Sandhurst early in 1940 and went to our 2nd 
Battalion after the Dunkirk ''.'ithdrawal. He developed 
a kidney complaint from which he had suffered ever 
since. I t was a tragic event for he was , on comi ng to us 
very keen on all games and no one ever dreamt he could 
suffer so for some I 5 years . 

On J uly 5 I heard how Desmond Ell is, du ring training 
of his 7th Battalion at Dibgate had suffered from a 
severe inju ry to his eye from f~ l ~ ing on a metal tent peg. 
\ ¥hen our Colonel was on a vts lt to the 7th Battalion he 
was in hospital, wh ere the Colonel visited him. I am 
glad to say he had quite recovered by Ju ly I9. 

I have recently received an illuminated card printed 
in our 1s t Battalion whilst in Singapore. It was most 
interesting and I have placed it in the Colonel's Record 
Book. The date of t he ball was Albuhera D ay, I9J7, 
w hen Brigadier Ord T idbury was in command. A 
full list of former C .O.s of the Battalion is included 
amidst other interesting details. 

On June 30 I had a letter from i\liajor Josephs, 
formerly in ou r 6th M il it ia Battalion, explaining how, 
for the fi rst t ime, he and h is wife had m issed the Officers' 
"At H om e" on t hat day. H e asked abou t Christmas 
cards and has been given all in formation. 1 trust many 
wi ll order t hem soon for the card is to commemorate the 
Bicen tenary of the 57th in D ecem ber 1955, and the 
pictu re is Col. Arabin, their first Colonel. 

On J une 23 I had a letter from Col. Samuel, speaking 
of the V.C. Celebrations in London in Ju ne, of which 
an account appears elsewhere. I was privileged to 
attend, thanks to m y father in the 24th Foot. 

On June 1 o I had a long letter from I an Burrows, 
giving much news of the Regimen t in H ong Kong, in­
cluding our all ied Hong Kong Reg iment under Aymar 
C layton. He spoke of Lt. Col. A. D. Henderson, who 
commanded our J st Battalion for a short while in Korea, 
and is a li fe member of our Regimenta l Club. He had, 
in fact, received, and always does so, full news of all regi· 
m en ta l entertainmen ts, but could not come, due to 
other urgent engagements. 

On J une 13 I had a letter from Sir Vyvyan Holt , who 
was awarded a recent knighthood. H e came to dinner 
on June 29 and sat on the Colonel's right hand. 

In J une I attended a 7th Battalion ceremony at High· 
ga te Drill H all. There the C.O. was given back a stone 
memorial to the Company once lodged in an olden hall 
nearby and o nly some so ya rds away. Later I attended 
a party in their H ornsey Nless, given in their usual 
sumptuous manner. 

On J une 4 Roy Hutchins informed me of his engage· 
ment for which he had asked our Colonel's permission, 
and received it . That is the age at which when I joined 
people usua lly got engaged, if not older in fact. Ko11 

they are often just out of their teens. 
Bill Cor by, com manding 1 I th Battalion The Para· 

chute Regiment, also received the O.B.E. in this Birth· 
day Honours List. He is to continue to command the 
8th Battalion when the former resumes its infantry 
status. 

Lt.-Col. Peter Alien received the O.B.E. at the same 
nf\\e and all are very glad about the honours. 

On May 20 I had a letter from H ervey del Cou rt 
tt lling me he expects the General to stay with him in 
January and February at H ermanus. H ervey expects 

10 take the General all over South Africa, but I under­
>tand that is not the latter's intention and, knowing him, 
1 can guess he will not be led in to a Cook's tour. 

On July 27 I had a letter from CoL Walden, so 
r~cen tly t reated in a scandulous and ungrateful manner 
bl' the Jordan Go\'ernment. H e had been attending an 
~~dustrial appreciation course in London, sponsored by 
the Federat ion of British Industries . It is at least com­
fo rt ing to know a helping hand is held out by industry, 
~though I would have been better pleased had such 

3ction been taken by the Army in which this officer 
served so long and faithfully, and as .. ve all know so 
klyally and welL One fee ls something is miss ing. 

Recently looking through some old papers I dis­
covered a Times press cutting of a letter written by 
Benjamin H obhouse, describing the Battle of Albuhera. 
It is very interesting and in the main correct, although 
written to his father directly after, on May 17, I8 I t. I t 
1ras held in the Roval A rch ives at Windsor Castle and 
was found by that fam ous historian Fortescue, who 
obtained royal permission to send it to The Times, and 
so it was published a hundred years later , presumably 
on May r6, I9 I I, as it is described as an account of a 
battle one hundred years ago. 

I looked up this officer in the old Army Lists ... ve now 
possess, thanks to our 6th Nl ili tia Battalion , which so 
often pays for regimenta l expenses, saving a call on the 
pockets of officers-a fact seldom realised by many of us . 

Benjamin H obhouse became an ensign in 57th Foot 
on October r6 , I8o8, and L ieutenant on March 8, 18 1o. 
Then he disappears from the 57th and is found serv ing 
as a Captain on August I2, I8 I3, in the 69th Foot 
(South Lincolnshire Regiment), a regiment which no 
longer exists. 1 have not followed up that regiment in 
the Army Lists and I hope someone will do so fo r me 
for such inves tigations take up much time. 

In his account he adds that a F rench general's uniform 
11 as found on the field o f the battle and a S panish general 
seized it and cried-though I believe he knew to the 
contrary-" Soult is dead, my lads , look at his coat," 
as he rode in front of the lines, and held up the em­
broidered coat. H e said th is in Hobhouse 's hearing, and 
!I produced an admirable effect, for both Spa niard and 
British advanced to the attack with redoubled vigour . 

Recently iVIajor Clark and our faithful ass istant sec­
rttary, i\llrs. Brooks, put together in a small album the 
many press cuttings from many papers concern ing the 
recent publication of our Regimental History, 1919-52. 
They give a very vi,·id account of many events from 
Dunkirk onwards, and can be seen in the Colonel' s. 
office by anyone interested and they wi ll find them most 
mspiring. 

On August 1 H ervey del Court wrote from H ermanus 
to say he had recently disco\·ered that Cartwrigh t li ved 
111 Georgetown. H ervey had been p laying at a golf 
tournament at East London and had do ne well , which 
cenainly surprises many of us , having seen him play in 
U.K. Cartw righ t's wife died recently after a long and 
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sad period of tv.·o years. S loane Stanl ey's son ,·isited 
H ervey at H ermanus. H e is 3 r years old. H e was with 
Col. Pearson 's son, Guy Joh n, at \oVellington, who is 
now in CuStom's office ar D ar-es-Salaam , he belie,·es, 
and asks for his address, wh ich we do not know, but 
sou nds as if he could easi ly be traced through that 
Customs office. H e looks forward to Gen. Bucknall's 
visit to him in F eb ruary 1957; the latter is somewhat 
nervous lest he becomes involved in a hectic social 
progress all over Africa. 

W e learn Lucy Pass ingham, now Major D avies, is at a 
W.R.A.C. T.C. at Yeovil in Somerset and intends to 
keep on the Ascot Home. 

i spent a deligh tfu l weekend with D esmond E ll is 
and his famil y, includi ng 1\ll rs. Ellis and thei r two 
charming chi ldren , at Cookham D ean, where his famjJy 
have lived ever since he came into the world and long 
before, for the period goes back to the days of his grea t­
grandfather. 

Col. Walden vis ited us o n August 7 and I heard much 
about J ordan which I did not know and cannot relate. 
H e has been through a Government course and I hope 
it leads to a good appointment for he certainly deserves 
some reward for all his work in that Arab country, once 
our close a ll ies, but now not so alas, as so o ften our 
country is betrayed by those who O\\'e a ll to her aid. 

VVe are sorry to hear Major McLoughlin, Public 
Relations Officer in Middlesex, is leaving to take up a 
superior post, but he is to be at I Bell Yard, VV.C.z, so 
will be still at hand when we need his help for he has 
done m uch to help our relations with the county. 

Roger Latham is back in London, very occupied in 
television, but I had the joy of lunching with him on 
August I 1 at the dignified Traveller 's Club in Pall i\lla ll. 

On August 16 I had a letter from Brigadier Stumps 
G reen, staying at a srna ll village in South Cornwall , 
called Veryan, where he seems very happy. No news 
yet of future employment. H e is naturally ve ry in­
terested in the present unsatisfactory state in l\1. E.L.F., 
and the more so in J ordan. 

I am glad to say that thanks eo i\1ajo r NlcLoughlin, 
referred to above, we have received a number of cuttings 
from the P ress, both national and at county level , re­
fe rring to the publication of our new War H istorv 
covering t he period from r9I9 to 1952. They are ve~ 
interesting to read, covering as they do our history ail 
over the world, including the bitter wars from Hong 
Kong in the East to N .\•V. Europe and Italy in t he West. 
The storv of Ko rea is revealed. 

T he aibum will be kept in our Colonel's office here 
and all are encouraged to ask to read the epic story and 
they will be inspired on do ing so by the story of courage 
of our ranks and g rim cruelty to our prisoners-of-war in 
the Far East , revealing how the deYil sti ll ru les the minds 
of men in some lands though, thank God , not in our 
race. 

U p to the end of August app lications to buy the new 
Regimental History have been ve ry disappointing to all 
those connected with its publication. It is a verY read-
3ble H istory and far m ore human than that pr~duced 
to cover the I9I4·I8 VVar. That book is certainlv 
useful for lectures on regimental h istory and from a~ 
historica l point of view. The new o ne is a very human 
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story and we all trust, with m ore publicity, sales wil 
rise. 

Few ·will remember how a loss was sustained over the 
first History and Capt. Hubert Foster, a member of the 
History Committee, left to the Regimental Association 
a sum of five hundred pounds because he felt his con­
cern in the committee had not been adequate. Of 
course, he was not to blame, but rather those members 
of the Regiment who failed to buy it. I pray a similar 
loss does not again arise. 

Many older members will have seen the death of 
Major C. E. Pemberton of our Regiment ea rly in Sep­
tember. He was serving in our 2nd Battalion, under 
Col. Lumley, as Commander of'' B ''Company, in which 
I served from I903-1905. H e bore the nickname of 
" Mouse." He had seen service in that Battalion in 
South Africa and was an experienced and kind com­
mander we all trusted. H e lived to a great age of 86 
years, having been born on May 20, 1870, receiving his 
first commission on August 22, 1888, and was promoted 
Major on February 24, 1904, retiring on December 7, 
1912. We had not heard of him for many years, and all 
assumed he was dead. An obituary notice appears 
elsewhere. 

I was sorry to hear from Col. Stewart Sutherland that 
his estates in Malaya (Sungei Limau, Trong Perak) were 
causing him great anxiety, due to unsettled conditions 
in that unhappy land. H e mentions that the Malayan 
Branch of our Regimental Association has fallen into 
hard times and the numbers meeting on Albuhera Day 
at Kuala Lumpur have decreased by so per cent. Major 
Dick Smith, our old friend, has not been able to main­
tain full strength, but I hope improvement may soon set 
in and that the news will be fuller as well as happier. 

On September zo I h eard from Col. S. P . Williams 
that he was attending our reunion on October 26 . He 
served in our Regiment in 1 90S, more than so years 
ago and I was with him in Burma in 1906. He trans­
ferred in I 907 to the SI Sikhs, in which he served for 
many years, including I9I4-I8 War, retiring after the 
war , being awarded the C. I.E. H e was Commandant, 
South Waziristan Scouts, 1924-I929, and commanded 
the 2nd Battalion The Punjab Regiment, 1930-34, and 
retired in I935· Re-employed R.A.F.V.R. I939-4I and 
was recalled for service in India in 1941 , and again in 
1944. His only son was killed in action in I94S, but 
there were two daughters. 

Col. George Burton of the Black Watch has sent me 
an excellent photograph of his uncle, our Major R. de H. 
Burton of the 77th, taken w hilst commanding the New­
foundland Regiment during the I9I4-I8 War, w hen he 
took that Regiment to Gallipoli . I have already written 
an account of him in a previous Journal , referring to his 
nicknames, " Buddah" and u de Horsey "-a sure sign 
of the love he earned for only such have nicknames. 

(Copied Feb. I4, 191 1.) Services, Burton, R. de H. 
(Major, R etired pay)-South African War I899-1 902. 
Relief of Ladysmith, including operations of J anuary 
17-24, I900, and action at Spion Kop (severely wounded) 
--operations in the Transvaal in June I90o-in Natal 
March to June, 1900, including action at Laings Nek 

(June 6-9). In Orange River Colony June I<)oo, Cape 
Colony, South of Orange River I8C)<J. In the Trans. 
vaa l, Novem ber 30, 1900, to November I 901. Orange 
River Colony November 1901 to IVlay 31, 1902. Men­
tioned in D espatches, London Gazette, June 18, 1902_ 

Awarded Queen's Medal with five clasps, King's Medal 
with two clasps. For account see page 2316 The 
Official Army List, War Office, January 1911: 

Page 2609: Burton, Reginald de 1-lardwicke. Date of 
birth September 8, t86t. First commission August 11 
r88o. Jvlajor December Is. t<Joo. Middlesex Regi~ 
ment. Date of retirement September 8, 1909. 

The original account '\vas in the handwriting of the 
father of Col. Burton of the Black V•la tch mentioned 
below. Readers will remember the close friendship 
between the two Regiments. 

When the I9 I4 War broke out Major R . de H. Burton 
was recvlled to the Colours and was given command of 
the Newfoundland Regiment, which he took to Gallipoli 
in IQIS, when h e was again seriously wounded (first time 
at Spion Kop). 

His sword, medals and flask were presented to our 
Regiment by his godson and another nephew on the 
recommendation of another nephew in the Black Watch, 
who was responsible for having the sword put in good 
order by Messrs. Wilkinson's Sword Company Ltd. 
The sword will be kept as Depot property for use as 
required on parade, etc. 

The sword is dated I 88o and is 76 years old. On the 
blade are engraved the battle honours of the 77th up to 
I 88o, an unusual distinction and one which may well 
inspire officers in the present generation to feel proud 
to wear it. 

This officer, along with Col. Archie Stewart (Cap­
tain), Col. Passingham (Lt.), Lt.-Col. Samuel (Lt.), 
Gen . Ramsay (Capt.), Lt. Wordsworth and myself, then 
in the Militia, were all serving in the 2nd Battalion at 
Cambridge Barracks, Portsmouth, I903-05. Of those 
mentioned only Cols. Stewart, Samuels and myself are 
sti ll living, indicating the terrible losses inflicted on our 
Army in two world wars. 

We are now arranging for the decorations and medals 
of Lt.-Col. Burton, Col. Passingham, Lt.-Col. Davy and 
others to be mounted in a case and installed in our Mess. 

The need for swords in our Depot is acute, and I 
trust any officer having a sword wi ll present it to the 
Depot. 

I was delighted to hear from Lt.-Col. J. W. G. 
Onnjston, who spent a day or two here before leaving 
for Cyprus, that he was able to pay a liaison visit to the 
\¥ellington West Coast and Taranaki Regiment in New 
Zealand on his way back from the Atomic Trials recent!)• 
held at Maralinga, South Australia. By a happy chance 
the Infantry Conference was in progress at the time, so 
he was ab le to meet the Commanding Officer, Dave 
Thomson, ziC, Adjutant and all the Company Corn· 
manders except one, who were attending the conference. 
The Senior British Army Liaison Officer in Wellington 
is a m ember of the Royal H ampshire Regiment, to 
which xst W.W.C.T. is also affiliated, so the part)' 
was complete (and we understand it was quite a party!). 

DEPOT POST BOX 
T hose of us ·who had the pri vilege of knowing the 

)ate Col. F. G. Poole w ill be interested to learn that t he 
dia ry he kept during the siege of Peking is on loan to 
the National Book League's British Soldiers' Exhibi tion 
in Albemarle Street. It is in good company with 
Bvron's MS . of the Brussels ball before Waterloo. These 
p~rti culars were kindly suppli ed us by his wido\v, M rs. 
Poole, to whom we send our respects and thanks for 
writing to us. 

The National Association for Employm en t of Regular 
Soldiers, etc., continue to remind us that th ey can help 
in cases of unemployment. Address: 62 Victoria Street, 
s.w ... 

Mr. Harold S. Rogers, of 28 place du Pare, iVIons, 
Belgium, writed that two wreaths sent by the Regiment 
were laid on the memorial of the 4th Battalion on the 
wall of the railway station at Obourg, and the other on 
the British Memorial in the Belfry Square at Mons 
on August 23 , the anniversary of the Battle of Mons. 

THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND 
The president of the Army Benevolent Fund has re­

quested that the existence and the activities of this fund 
should be more appreciated than it is at present. 

We gladly co-operate with him, knowing so well the 
great support this fund gives to the charitable funds of 
corps and regiments, to Combined Services organis­
ations, to the training and care of the disabled, and to 
numerous other Se rvice charities, remembering, too, 
that since its inception in I 944, it has paid out the great 
sum of more than £3,soo,ooo. It clearly follows that 
many corps and regimental associations, without this 
assistance, would have been hard pressed to meet their 
continual individual appeals for help ~nd we, ourselves, 
although during the last two years not indebted to the 
A.B. F. , freely acknov.l!edge grants made in the past and, 
in particular, the generous donation of £t,ooo that they 
made to the Memorial Cottage H omes when the appeal 
for this was in its infancy. 

A word about the A.B. F. When the Second World 
War was approach ing its end the Army Council, finding 
at their disposal, a considerable sum avai lab le from 
NAA FI profits, decided to fonn a trust, so as to give a 
substantia l financia l backing by bulk grants to the 
Service charities already enumerated, the policy being 
to give assistance where it was m ost needed. This 
ensured that no deserving case ever had to be refused , 
and thus the debt of gratitude, owed to all men and 
women who had served their country and afterwards 
fallen on evil times, was paid. 

Now all funds require to be nourished , even such a 
large, wealthy one as the A.B.F., and periodically 
appeals in its support are mad e and some patriotic 
citizens subscribe. Still, more money is requi red if it 
is to continue in its role of " Big Brother " indefinitely 
and, although the claims of the Regiment remain para­
mount, afte r this priority has been met, and if there is 
anything over, one might do well to remember the 
A. B.F. Should any reader wish to do so, by sub­
scription, bankers' order or covenant, the address is: 
The Army Benevolent Fund, zo Grosvenor Place, 
s.w. ~. 

REGIMENTAL GOLF 

Autumn Meeting 

289 

Once more, by kind permission of the Committee of 
the North Han ts Golf Club, the meeting took place on and 
around that course and, once more, we had perfect 
weather. 

It is pleasant to record, too, that the punctuality was 
exemplary, with the result that much annoyance was 
avoided and the meeting was a meeting and not a s trag­
gling affair with someone finally left wandering around 
because his partner had not arrived. D espite a crowded 
course and som e very adventurous passages the party 
arriv~d at the 19th hole very nearly promptly on each 
occaswn. 

It was a great pleasure to see some new faces in 
iVlajors H ewitt, Jeffcoat and J\llcleod 1\llartin , and to be 
rejoined once more by Col. G eorge Brow n and Lt.-Col. 
Stephenson. 

Some regulars were unable to attend, but, on the swin~ 
and roundabouts, attendance was s lightly up. 

The results shown below tell the tale of the week-end's 
golf and certain facts become obvious on perusal: 

(r) Major Bywaters is one of the most cunning 
handicap nursers. Fortunately he was overheard de­
scribing \Yhat he had been doing and now was not 
doing. Anyhow he goes to seven or less at the next 
meeting. 

(2) Lt.-Col. Worton runs him neck and neck, but 
just escapes immed iate action . 

(3) Lt.-Col. Wollocombe is another snake on the 
course. He strives hard for divots, but wh en it comes to 
foursomes, he is alwavs there or thereabouts at the 
opposite end. . 

(4) Major Jeffcoat we ll and truly won the Divot. On 
the old rules and on the amended ones he would have 
won handsomely, unless perhaps Major Hewitt had not 
funked the ordeal of single combat. Apart from the 
Divot the winner got much female coaching from dis­
tinguished lady county players and had much en­
thuSiasm. Anyhow we understand his Commanding 
Officer is removing himself to a colonial battalion. 
From there he cannot compete for the Divot. 

Mrs. Wollocombe very kindly played on Saturday 
and marked a card for the a odd man out." S he thought 
she was backing a winner for seven holes, after that he 
got putting jitters, and wasted eight shots on the greens, 
turning a possibly far too good round into a mediocre 
and inadequate one. 

After golf to a lovely party at" The Wortons," where 
golf reunions and wedding anniversaries were com­
bined and celebrated with a distinctly « bubbly" g lass 
of wine. This item in the meeting is probably the 
greatest winner for having the meeting at Fleet and no 
official motion at the A.G .M. can realty express the 
gratitude we all feel for this party Lt.-Col. and I\llrs. 
\Vorton have given us for the past two years . 

From " bubbly " to dinner at the Golf Club-a very 
good one as usual. 

After dinner the A.G.M. was despatched by the 
reigning captain in record time and so to bed, according 
to each one's need for rest. 

Sunday morning solved several problems when Steve 
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was h eard arriving-had we been a betting lot Worton 
would have lost his money-and George Brown and 
Willy St. George, to our relief decided to get passes for 
t he day-a matter of consid era ble doubt overnight. 

O nce more the R egiment fai led to w in t he Regimental 
Tankard, which was won by Major C. H. H. Vull iamy 
afte r a ti e with 69 nett. This year J ohn Bywaters was 
t he nearest regimental competitor with 71 nett. 

The more sociab le round was that o f Steve and your 
reporter. Same handicap, out in same score, same score 
a fter 17 holes, last drives s ide by side, thirds equally 
wide and putt ! in. on ei ther side t he hole. A wond erful 
round if each had been six strokes less. 

Terrific thought had been given to the mixed four­
somes and this was not wasted as 14 couples had a most 
sociable and hilarious round, ending with a popular 
victory for Mrs. Slater and Wollo, with 35 points; a 
very creditable score. 

A noisy tea party was interrupted to let l'vlrs. Wollo­
combe present the prizes 1 officially bringing to a close 
another successful meeting. 

RESULTS 

Satu_rday Sun.day 
monnng mormng 

H cp Gross Nett Gross Nett 
Lt -Gen G C Bucknall 10 94 84 94 84 
Capt. R. E. Guest IS 9~ 78 96 81 
Major A. G. H cwitt .. 24 A rn vcs u nd er escort p . .n. 
Major E . . A. H . j effcoa t 24 
Major N. N. McLeod 

Martin . . 24 1 14 Qo 
Col. G. L . Brown . 10 88 78 
Lt. -Col. J . R. B. Worton 11 83 72 
Lt.-Col. T. S. 

Wollocombe .. ,g 

86 
g, 
So 

Major J . Bywaters 
Major S. C. Jar 

8 84 76 79 71 
IS Absent without leave. 

Brigad ie r N. P. Procter .. 
Major C. N. Clarden 
Major W. St. George 
Lt .-Col. W. 0. Ellis 
Lt.-Col. j . W. A. 

Stephenson 
Lt. A. M. Hendry 

strength. 
81 73 

24 114 QO 
11 93 82 
17 Arrives p.m. 103 

Saturday Afternoon 

76 
g , 

NettAgg. 
36/wles 

>68 
>59 

Deserted 

'47 
S truck off 

COOPER CUP, STABLEFORO, 7/ t6TH OF COMBINED HANDICAPS 

Col. G. L. Brown and L t.-Col. T.S. 
Bn. Hcp. S tks. Pts. 

Wollocombe IIth 28 
v. Lt.-Col. W. D. i::"llis a~ci. Maj~~ 

E. A. H. j effcoat 7th 4' ,g 
Lt. -Col. J . H. B. \'Vorton ~d Maj0~ 

C. N. Clayden . . . . "' 35 ,, 
v. Capt. R. E. Guest and Major 

A G. H ewitt .. . . . . 2nd 39 '7 
Major J . Bywaters and Major H. N. 

McLeod Martin . . . . "' 32 ,. , .. Lt.-Gen. G. c. Buckna ll •nd 
Major W. A. W. St. George 2nd 

Sunday Afternoon 
i\IIL"XED FOURSOMES, STABLEFORD, 7/ 8TH OF HALF OF COMB INED 

H ANDJC,\ P 

23 

25 

'7 

H 'cap Score 
Mrs. Bateman (18) and Capt. Guest (IS) 14 21 
v. Mrs. Hendry (10) and Lt. H en dry (1 z) . 26 
Mrs. Morrison (4) and Major j effcoat (24) . . . . 19 
v. Miss L e Patourel (16) and Lt.-Col. Stcphcnson (8) 11 zs 
Miss Scllors (s) and Mr. G. Neate ( 12) . . 7 34 
t •. Mrs. Wollocombe (16) and Col. VVorton (1 1) 12 JO 
Mrs. Le Patourel ( 11) and Lt.-Gen . Bucknall 9 26 
t•. Mrs. Pcterson (26) and Brigad ier Proc1cr (8) I S 28 
1\•lrs. Orr (13) and Col. Brown ( 10) . . . . 10 30 
v. Mrs. Slater (19) and Col. Wollocombe ( •8) 16 35 
Miss Nelson ( q ) and Col. E ll is ( 17) . . 14 18 
i>. Mrs. H a rte ( 12) and i\lh jor C layden (24) 16 26 
Miss Tarbum (36) and Capt. St. George (1!) . . 18 
t:. Mrs. \ 'Varner (22) and Major Bywarers (8) . . 13 

"Birdie": Mrs. Orr at 16th and Mrs. Hartc at 13th 

WINNERS 

f/;:~i~~;'t,;·p:Bt~~~~-~: ~-. ~~0\~~~on. 
.Jay Cup: Majo r Bywa1ers. 
Cooper Cup: Lt.-Col. Worton and Major Clayden. 
Mi:t:ed Foursomes: Lt.-Col. Wollocombe and Mrs. Slater 
The Divot: Major E. A. H . j effcoat. · 
The _Regime11tal Cup-Club v . Regimem: Maj.-Gen. V. H. i\J. 
Vulha m y, N.H.G.c. 

GOLF 

Annual General Meeting 

1 . I\IIJ NUTES. As circulated in Regimental Journal 
were p<lssed. 

2. CAPTAIN. Proposed by Capt. · Guest and seconded 
by L t.-Col. VVorton that l'vlajor Bywaters 1 M.B.E. , be 
captain for the ensuing year. Carried . 

3· CoM i\:IITTEE. It was generally agreed that the 
Committee remain as at present . A polite query as to 
who the keen T.A. Rep. was and what he did remained 
unanswered. 

4· THA NKS. (a) Proposed by Capt. Guest from the 
chai r , seconded by Lt.-Col. W. A. Ellis, that a hearty 
vote of thanks be passed to the Committee and staff of 
Northants Golf Club for allowing the R egiment to use 
the course and for the general courtesy and assistance 
shown by all. Received with acclamation. 

(b) Proposed by Capt. G uest and seconded by all 
present that a very hearty vote of thanks be passed to 
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Worton for their great h ospitali ty. 

(c) Proposed by Capt. Guest, stilJ in the chair, 
seconded by Lt.-Gen. Bucknall, that a vote of thanks be 
passed to Mrs. Le Patourel for organising the lady 
partners fo r Sunday. Carried optimistically. 

5· NEXT MEETING. Subject to the concurrence of 
N. H. G.C. it is hoped to hold the autumn meeting at 
North H ants Golf Club on September 21-22, 1957· 

ENGAGEMENTS 

CAIN-l'vlARTIN.- The engagem ent is announced be­
tween Capt. Rex Martin Cain , The 1\!l iddlesex Regi­
ment (D.C.O.), on ly son of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Cain, 
of Ruislip , 1\lliddlesex, and Shelagh 1\llary, twin 
daughter of Col. G. F. Martin, Indian Army (Retd.), 
and l'vlrs. l\ll artin, of Lingfie ld, Su rrey. 

DEACOCK-VAN DEN Bos.-A marri age has been 
a rranged between Warwick , onl y son of M r. and 
l'vlrs. D. H. D eacock. of Winchmore Hill, and 
F rancisca Antonia, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. W. H. 
van den Bos. of Union Observatory, Johannesburg, 
S. Africa. 

BIRTH 

WEST .-On Novem ber 5, 1956, in Singapor~, 
Ma laya to H e len Cla re (nie Ridley), wife of Captam 
Peter W. C lifford \:Vest, a daughter , Nicola Jane 
Pen elope. 

DEATHS 

po.t.rN.-We regret to announce the death of 7236 
'sgt. D. Pal in on July 1 I, 1956. Sgt. Pal in served 
with the Regiment from 1901 till 1908 and entered 
the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, in November, 1948, 
where he remained unti l his death. H is funeral at 
Brookwood Cemetery was attended by a N .C.O. 
from the D epot, ·who also laid a wreath on behalf 
of the Associat ion. 

KJKG.-On Sunday, July 22 , Sgt. W. H. K ing passed 
away at his home in Forest Gate. Sgt. King was well 
known to m any old members of the Regiment and 
always kept in close touch with the Association. H e 
will be sadly missed. His funeral was attended by a 
N.C.O. from the D epot, who also laid wreaths on 
behalf of the Association and l'vli ll Hill' Die-Hards 
Club, of which the late Sgt. K ing was a member of 
many yea rs' standing. 

&\ILEY.-Sgt. Percy Bailey died at the Royal H ospital, 
Chelsea, on July 27, 1956, where he h ad been an 
In-pensioner since Apri l, 1954· Sgt. Bailey served 
with the Regiment from 1906 to 1923. His funeral 
at Brookwood was attended by a N.C.O. of the Depot 
who also laid a wreath. 

PBIBERTON.-We regret to announce the death of 
Major C. E. P emberton on September 9- iVl ajo r 
Pemberton was 86 years of age and was commissioned 
into the Regiment in r888, and ret ired in 1912. A 
letter of condolence was sent to the w idow, but as 
the funera l was private and no flowers reques ted, we 
were unable to be represented in the usua l way. 

J)Rrw.-Lt.-Col. C. D . Drew, n.s.o. , o.B.E., passed 
away on October to, and a letter was sen t on behalf 
of the Officers' Club and Association to h is w ido·w 
and two daughters. T he cremation was private and 
there were no flowers, but at a memorial service held 
on October 13 at St. P eter 's Church 1 Dorchester. 
The Colonel of the Regiment, the Officers' Club and 
Associat ion were represented by Major A. H . Cooper. 
An obituary appears elsewh ere in the Journal. 

CLELLAND.- VVe regret to an nounce the death on 
October 7 of ex-C.S.M. H . A. C lelland ("Jock"). 
The funera l on October 12 \vas attended by Lt. J. 
S. B. Pollard and R.S .1Vl. P . Donovan, who laid 
wreaths on behalf of the Association and Die-Hards 
Club. An obituary appears elSewhere in this issue. 

TRLw.-We regret to record the death of Sgt. F. Trew, 
who served in the 4th Battalion in "C" Company. 
He was crem ated on October 24 at the City of London 
Crematorium and the Association was represented by 
Sgt. Michel, who laid a wreath on our behalf. 

OBITUARIES 

We regret to announce the death of Brigadier-General 
John Greene, o.s.o., at the age of 78. 

Brigadier Green command ed the 13th Batta lion the 
~liddlesex Regiment during the Great War. 

We also regret hav ing to announce the dea th of 
Col. C. D. Drew, o.s.o., o.c.E., at the age of 73 at his 
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home, 37 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester. He leaves 
a wife and two daughters, and his death leaves an almost 
irreplaceable loss in archaeological and local his tory 
circles in the county of Dorset. 

Before going to Dorchester, Col. Drew had a distin­
guished career in the Regiment which he joined on 
January 18, 1902, and from wh ich he ret ired on March 9, 
1920, shortly after attaining the brevet rank of Lt.­
Colonel on November r r, 19 19. 

H e was awarded the D.S.O. whi le on active service 
in France during the 1914- 18 VVar and the O.B.E . for 
his services i.n the Home Guard during the last war, 
when he commanded the very large Dorchester and 
District Company. 

The Memorial Service at St. Peter's Dorchester, was 
conducted by the Rural Dean, and the Regiment was 
represented by Major Arthur Cooper, and a wreath 
was sent. 

Col. D rew reti red a long time ago, but those of u s 
who can remember him recall his great prestige in the 
Regiment, and their condolences go to his \vidow and 
famil y. 

D EAR SIR, 

D erry, 
' 34 Upper Boundstone Lane 1 

Lancing, Sussex. 
October r6, 1956. 

I t is with great regret that I record t he passing of 
another old " Die Hard.'' 

H . A. (Jack) Clelland passed away on Sunday, 
October 7, 1956 1 and was cremated at Golder's Green 
on F riday, October 12, 1956. 

Jack enlisted in the Roya l Scots as a boy in 1897 and 
transferred to the iVIiddlesex Regiment (in which h is 
father had previousl y served) in 1898; joining the 2nd 
Battalion on its arrival from India in that yea r. 

On the formation of the 3 rd and 4th Battalions in 
1900, he was posted to the 3rd Battal ion and proceeded 
with the Battalion to St. H elena in iVIay 1 1902. H e was 
promoted Sergeant in J 903 and served in South Africa 
and H ong K ong with the Battalion. 

H e was posted hom e to the 4th Battalion in 1908 and 
was promoted Colour-Sergeant in 1909. In 191 2 he 
rejoi ned the 3 rd Batta lion in Lebong and left it at 
Cawnpore on posting to the Permanent Staff of the 
sth (S.R.) Battalion during the 1913-14 trooping season. 

Du ring the 1914- 18 \~Tar he served as a C.S.M. with 
the 5th Battalion and latterly as an Instructor of an 
O.T.C. In 1919 he was posted as a P.S.I. to the 8th 
Battalion and left them to go on pension in 1922. 

Jack was a thorough " Die H ard "; he was a mine of 
infom1ation regarding the Regiment , and. one could 
be sure of seeing him at all Regimental functions. 

His passing will leave a gap in the O ld Comrades, 
especially in the decreasing numbers of the ex-,3rd and 
4th Battalions, many of whom, with representatives 
from the Regimental Depot attended at Golder's Green. 

He is sun, ived by his widow, a son (Capt. H. C lelland , 
R.E. )1 and a marri~d daughter. 

Yours faithfu lly1 

C . F. CARVELL (Major). 
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ROLL OF OFFICERS SERVING IN THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 
REGULAR OFFICERS 

Sub .JTemp. 

Major 
Major 
Major 

Rank 

Temp. Lt.-Col. 
T emp. L t.-Col. 
T emp. Lt .-Col. 
Temp. Lt.-Col. 
Temp. Lt. -Col. 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
!Vlajor 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Maior 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Temp. Capt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 

Name 

P. D. ff Powell 
G. 0. Porter 
T. W. Chattey, p.s.c. 
W. P. M. Alien, O.B .E., M.c., p.s.c. 
} . W. G. Ormiston, j.s.s.c., p.s .c .. 
A. G. Hewitt, M. B. E., M.C. , p.s.c. 
C. l\ll. M. Man, M.C., p.s.c. 
G. B. Ayre, j.s.s.c., p.s.c. 
H. M. F. Langley 
G. C. D awson, p.s.c. 
P. D. H. Marshall, p .s.c. 
I. H . Battye, M.B.E., p.s.c., f.s. 
D. C. L. Nolda, p.s.c. 
A. R. Wailer, M.c., p.s.c. 
F. J. Ben nett, p.s.c. 
R. K. B. Allott, M.c. 

}. W. D oyle, M.c., T.o., p .s.c. 
E. F. Thompson, M.c., T.o., p.s.c. 
I. R . BurrO\ s, O.B.E., j.s.s.c. p.s.c.(L) 
P. Collins, T.O. 

P. L. Crutchfi eld, p.s.c. 
H. N. lVlacL. Martin 
P. L. Pea rce Gou.ld, p.s.c. 
R. D . Hutchings, p .s.c. 
D. Sax, p.s.c. p.t .s.c. 
G. Kent 
S. E. Honess, p.s.c. 
C. N. Clayden, p .s.c. 
E . A. H. ] effcoat, p.s.c. 
I. W. Galvin, p.s.c. 
M. F. Leonard 
] . N. Shipster, o .s.o., p.s.c. 
A. D. C. Eales 
C. H. Mieville, 1\I.C. 

P. G. V. Bellers 
] . de Gaye (L) 
] . S. C . Flave ll 
K . J . Carter . 
A. N. Jordan 
R. A. Hodge 
N. F. Legge 
H . ] . A. Moore 
] . !. D . Pike 
B. A. M. Pielow 
R. M. Cain 
G. G. Norton 
B. K. Clayden 
\11.1• M . M. Deacock 
H.]. Evans 
B. H . Marciandi 
C. L . Lawrence, M.C. 

P. A. S. Wollocombe 
L. C. Sharpe 
G . Kitchener 
I. S. Rutherford 
M. V. H ayward 
]. S. B. Pollard 

Location /Appointment 

E.R.E. Tl Hamelin, B.A.O.R. 
z !C K.O. Ma lta Regt. 
D.A.Q.M.G. H.Q. Cyp rus D istrict 
Comd . 7 Mx. (Designate) 
Com d . 1 Mx. 
Comd. Gold Coast Regiment (Designate) 
Comd. Inf. Boys Battalion 
War Office Q(M) Il 
S.O.P.T. Scottish Command 
Company Commander l\1ons O.C.S. 
8 Mx. 
I l\'lx. 
I Mx. 
D.A.Q.M.G. Q(AR), War Office 
D.A.A.G. (P.S.1), H .Q. Cyprus District 
Port Security Officer, Cyprus 
I Mx. 
7 Mx. 
G.S.O.:z., H.Q ., Land F orces, Hong Kong 
lnt. Corps D epot 
D.A.A.Q.M.G., U.K. Liaison Staff, Canada, Ottawa 
Brigade Adjutant, H .Q., H .C.B. 
1 Mx. 
B. NI. 47 Inf. Bd.e. (T.A .) 
1 lVlx. 
I lVlx. 
D .A.A.G., H.Q., S.W. District 
R.M.A.S., Sandhurst 
D epot Mx. 
1 Mx. 
Malay Forces 
Company Commander, Eaten Hall O.C.S. 
2 Corps Pool Interpreters 
Adjutant, H . K . Regiment 
I Mx. 
1 Mx. 
1 Mx. 
1 Mx. 
8 Mx. 
I l\1x. 
1 l\1x. 
1 l\1x. 
sth Batta lion Malay Regiment 
7 Mx. 
I 0 51 Lorried I nf. Bde. 
3rd Battalion Para . Regiment 
H .Q. Gold Coast , West Africa 
Airborne Forces Depot 
Adjuta.nt Depot Mx. 
Adjutant 1 Mx. 
Depot Mx. (H.S.) 
A.D.C. to G.O.C. Cyprus District 
No. 1 Travell ing Wing 
G.S.0.3 (l ot.), Singapore 
Ai rborne Forces D epot 
1 l\1x. 
Depot Mx. 

Sub. JTemp. 

Rank 

Temp. Capt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
2/Lt. 
z/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
2/Lt. 

Major 
Capt. 
Lt. 

Temp. Lt.-Col. 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Temp. l\IJajor 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
z/Lt. 
z/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
2/Lt. 

Major 
Major 
Capt. 
Capt. 

2/Lt. 
z/Lt. 
z/Lt. 
z/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
z/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
z/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
z/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
2/Lt. 

R. K. Collins 
D. E. Lobb 
R. D. Fisher 

Name 

W. G. A. Crumley . 
A. E. McManus 
T. ]. Humber 
]. M. Hewson 
I. M. E. Lloyd 
H. M . du V. Lohan 
M. C. D . L. Gilham 
M . G. Waite 
P. V. Cheesman 

Location/Appointment 

3 rd Battalion Para. Regiment 
1 Mx. 
Depot Mx. 
1 Mx. 
I Mx. 
1 1\!lx. 
1 Mx. 
J Mx. 
1 Mx. 
1 Mx. 
1 Mx. 
I Mx. 

REGULAR QUARTERMASTERS 

C. A. Trestain, M.B.E. 

S. C. W. Weller, M.M. 

A. E. F. Waldron 

7 Mx. 
D epot Mx. 
I Mx. 

SHORT SERV ICE COMM ISS IONS 

L. G. Lohan, T.D., p.s.c. 
A. E. Peasley 
]. Bywaters, M.B.E. 

G. W. P. Hodding, T.D. 

R. H . Last 
C . E . Rome, M.a.E., p.s.c. 
E . L . Ellisdon 
A. R . Cowan 
D. A. Phillips, T.D. 

G. C. Forman 
A. R. F. Smith 
P. R. Young 
R. W. Augood 
P. J. Rogers . 
V. G. Brown 
D. A. Prettyman 
J. U . H. Burke 
D. \V. P erkins 

War Office, D.A.A. & Q.M.G. Admin. Planning 
Hong Kong D efence Force 
Trg. Officer, W.O.S.B., Barton Stacey 
S.O.P.T., Hong Kong 
War Office 
G.S.O.z, Ministry of Supply (Munition Sales) 
War Office 
E.R.E. Cyprus Distr ict 
6 Travelling Wing, St. A lbans 
z K.A.R. 
3rd Nigeria Regiment 
Attached S.A.S. 
3rd Battalion Para. Regiment 
I N .R. R. 
J l\1x . 
I l\!Lx. 
Airborne Forces D epot 
I Mx. 

QUARTERMASTERS 

L. T . H oneybun 
R. W. ]. Smith 
H. I. Burnett 
H. ]. Jennings 

London Assembly Centre 
D epot, Malay Regiment 
Korea 
8 Mx. 

NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS 

P . Bryson 
A. ] . Close 
D.]. Murphy 
N. S. Turnbull 
C. T. S. Adleman 
J. L. Bannister 
M. D . Cowdrey 
R. H. Fraser 
R. H . M. Marshall . 
F . ] . F. Spragg 
D. H. Mclntosh . 
]. G. Burge 
]. L. Munby 

LSt Gold Coast Regiment 
4th Nigeria Regiment 
I Mx. 
z6th K.A.R. 
1 l\1x. 
1 Mx. 
3rd N igeria Regiment 
4th K.A.R. 
1 l\1x. 
I l\llx. 
Transportation Centre, R .E. 
1 Mx. 
sth Nigeria Regiment 
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Sub. jTemp. 
Rank 1Vame 

2/ Lt. 
2/ Lt. 
2/ Lt. 
2/Lt. 
2/ Lt. 
2/L t. 
2/ L t. 
2/Lt . 
2/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
2/ Lt. 

E. P. Battey-.Pratt 
B. Higginson 
N. H. Pott 
A. S. Cawthorne 
D. E. M . Wi lliams 
G. ] . ]ones 
R. ] . Simons 
G. A. Medawar 
K. F. Trevett-Lya ll 
A. Morden 
A. M. A. H. Roch 

EXTRACTS FROM TH E "LONDON GAZETTE" 
REcuLAH ARMY 

June 29, 1956 
Lt.-Col. F. B. Whiting (53761) (Empl. List 1) (late 

Mx.), having exceeded t he age limit is placed on retired 
pay, June zo, 1956 (Reserve liab ility). 

TERRITORI AL ARMY 

July 6, 1956 

2 /Lt. C . E. Hornsby (439875), from Regu lar Army 
National Service List to be z/Lieutenant, June 27, 1956. 
with senior ity, February s, I955· . 

REGULAR A RMY 

SHORT SERVICE COMM ISS IONS 

]u/y IO , 1956 

23238786 Cadet D erek William Perkins (447783) to 
be z /Lieutenant, l\1ay 12, 1956. 

NATIONAL SERV ICE LIST 

The undermentioned Cadets to be z / Lieutenants, 
M ay 12, 1956. 

23170704 John L eonard Bannister (44773s). 
23173552 Charles Theodore Sydney Adleman \447734) 
23 1707oo Michael D erek Cowdrey (447744). 
23175116 Robert Hugh Fraser (447747). 
23 170715 Robin Harry Montague Marshall (447756). 
23 172744 F rancis John Forrester Spragg (447772) . 

REGULAR ARMY R ESERVE OF OFF ICERS 

CLASS 11 I 
July 20, 1956 

Lt. G. R. Chadw.ick (418791) from T.A. National 
Service List, to be Lieutena nt, July 18, 1956, retaining 
his present sen iori ty. 

Lt. A. H . Catchpole (418799), from T.A. National 
Service List , to be Lieutenant, J u ly z8, 1956, retaining 
hjs present seniority . 

REGULAR ARMY 

July 24, I 956 
Lt.-Col. G. Lerwill, O.B.E., M.C . (388278), on com­

pletion of period of service in co m m and remains on 
fu ll pay (supern y.), June 18, 1956. 

Lt. I. S. Rutherford (412057), to be Captain , J u ly 22, 
1956. 

1 Mx. 
1 Mx. 
I IVIx. 
I Mx. 

Locatiou{Appointme11t 

1st N igeria Regiment 
1st N igeria Regimen t 
Transportation Centre, R.E. 
Transportat ion Centre, R.E. 
Transportation Centre, R.E . 
1 lVIx. 
Transportation Centre, R.E . 

REGULAR ARi\·IY 

NAT IO NAL SERVICE LIST 

July 27, 1956 
23161432 Cadet David Hill Mclntosh (447299), to 

be 2/ Lieutenan t, May 26, I 956. 
2317n 15 Cadet J ohn Graham Burge (447996), to 

be 2/ L1eutenant, May 26, 1956. 

R EGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFI CERS 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISS IONS 

Capt. W. F. Turner (334277), from Active List to be 
Captain , J u ly 26, 1956, re taining his present seniori t'l' 
and is gra nted the hon. rank of Major. · 

Lt. R. W. Augood (429930) , from Active L ist to be 
Lieutenant, Ju ly 25, 1956, retain ing h is present seniority. 

R EGULAR ARMY 

August 7, 1956 
Lt. G. Kitchener (400187) to be Captain, August 7, 

1956. 

ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 

NAT IONAL SERVICE LIST 

2/ Lt. (Acting Lt. ) H. M. Kitchen (428807) , to be 
Lieutenant , Aug. 3, 1956, with sen iority Jan. 30, 1955. 

TERRITOR IAL A RMY 

2/Lt. (Acting Lt.) G. L. Blacktop (424967), to be 
Lieutenant, J u ly 21, 1956, w ith sen iority March 21, 

1954· 

TERR ITORIA L ARMY REsERVE OF OFFICERS 

Lt. M. ]. Abbott (58294), having exceeded the age 
limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Reserve of Officers, 
August 8, I 956, and is gran ted the hon. rank of Lieutenant. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFI CERS 

CLASS Ill 

August 17 , 1956 
Lt. W. C. C. Newton (4 12169), from Reserve of 

Officers National Service List, to be Lieutenant, 
May 17, 1955, retaining his present seniority. 

REG ULAR ARMY 

NATIONAL SERVICE LrsT 

August 28, 1956 
23184229 Cadet J ohn Latimer Mundy (448475), to 

be z/Lieutenant, J une 23, 1956. 

TERR ITORI AL ARMY 

Augt~si. 31, 1956 
2/Lt. (Acting Lt.) ] . C. ) . Grobel (429956), to be 

Lieutenant, Augus t 30, 1956, with senio rity February 27, 
1955· 

REGULA R ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 

NATIONAL SERV ICE LIST 

September 4, 1956 
Lt. H. M. Kitchen (428807), from A.E. Rescn 'e 

of Officers, N ational Service List, to be Lieutenant, 
August 8, 1956, retaining his present seniority. 

REG ULAR ARMY 

September 2 1, 1956 
The undermentioned Officer Cadet from the Royal 

Military Academy, Sandhurst, to be z / Lieutenant, 
July 27, 1956, \Vith seniority, J u ly 27, 1956 . 
Peter Victo r Cheeseman (448929) . 

REGULAR A RMY 

NAT IO N"AL SEitV ICE L IST 

September 28, 1956 
R. :CVI. I3I9IO Cadet Eric Peter Battey-Pratt (448 185), 

10 be z/ Lieutenant, J uly 2 1, 1956. 
23J78719 Cadet Brian Higginson (449142), to be 

z/Lieutenant, Ju ly 2 1, J 956. 

REGULAR ARMY REsERVE OF OFFICERS 

SHORT SERVICE CoMM ISS IONS 

October 2, I 956 

Lt. (Qr. IVIr.) ]. W. Badham, M.B.E. (294573) , having 
attained the age limit of recall, ceases to belong to the 
Reserve of Officers, October t, 1956. 

CLASS I ll 

SHORT SERVICE CoMMISSION 
Capt. L. W. Driver (31 12 14} (Empl. L ist 4), from 

Active List to be Captain, October 1, 1956, retain ing 
his present seniority. 

REG ULAR ARMY 

October 5, 1956 

23199448 Cadet Anthony Simon Cawthorne (449370), 
to be 2/L teutenant, August 4, 1956. 

23133863 Cadet D avid E d ward Morgan Williams 
(4494 18), to be 2/ L ieutenan t, August 4, 1956. 

ARMY E M ERGENCY REsERVE OF O FF ICERS 

NAT IONAL SERVICE LIST 

October 9, 1956 

2/Lt. R. J . Hu nt (441335), from Regular Army 
National Service List, to be 2/ Lieutenan t, Septem­
ber 11, 1956, with seniority, Apri l 23, 1955. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY REsERVE OF OFFICERS 

NAT IONAL SERV ICE LIST 

Lt. T. M . H . Wollocombe (423050), from T.A. 
Nattonal Service List to be L ieutenant, August 16, 
1956, retaining h is present seniority. 

NATIONAL SEHVICE LIST 

October 12, 1956 
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R.M. (v) 202 570 Cadet Nicholas Henry Pott (+49 177), 
to be 2jLieutenant July 21, 1956. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY 

October 19 , 1956 . , 
2/Lt. (Acting Lt.) D. W. Hogg (436266), from T. A. 

National Service L ist Para. to be 2/Lieutenant (Acting 
Lt.), September 10, 1956, retaining his p resent seniority. 

T ERRITOR IAL ARMY 

October 26, 1956 
22982998 Pte. Philip Sydney Stewart Fo rbes I\lla rsden 

(450573), to be z / L ieutenan t, September 2+, 1956. 

R EGULAR A RMY 

SHoRT SERVICE CoMM ISS IOK 

October 30, 1956 
Capt. j. L. Gray ( 163886) (Empl. List 4) relinquishes 

his command on completion of service, October 28, 
1956, and is granted the hon. rank of lVIajor. 

NAT IO NAL SERVICE LIST 

23160432 Cadet Graham Josh ua Jo nes (+49722), to 
be z /L ieutenan t, August 25, 1956. 

23 16o46 I Cadet Rennie James S imo ns (44973 1), to be 
2/Lieutenant, August 25, 1956. 

tli/IAa 
for 

UNIFORM 
Quality Tailored 

Garments 

Reasonable Prices 

Facilities for Payment 

Send for Illustrated 
Brochure 

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS, LONDON, W.C.2 
Telephone : TEMple Sor 18/.f 

OUR REPRESENTATI'V'ES VISIT ALL DEPOTS 

Branches: Aldershot, Amubury, Bournemouth, Camberfey, Cam­

bridge, Chester, Exeter, Folkestone, Newark, OK(ord, Isle of Man, 

Redruth, Richmond (Yorks) 
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THE HISTOR Y OF THE 

Middlesex Regiment 
1919-1952 

We invite the attention of a ll our readers 
to the review of this publication on page 256. 
A copy or this book shou ld be in the 
possession of everyone who has servedt in 
the Regiment. 

Copies can be obtained on application to 
The Secretary, Tbe MiddJesex Regimental 
Association, Depot, The Middlesex Regiment 
(D.C.O.), lnglis Barracks, Mill Hill , 
London, N.W. 7. 

An order form for the purpose has 
been provided in every copy of the Journal. 

Why 1101 place your order for a copy of 
1he History Now ? 

Wines. S . . :1-: JYI'rns & Citfa;rs 
SA.CCONE & I··· SPEED. LTD 

32 SACKVIllE ST. ~ LO N DO N. W. J. o.r. ! Rs_ 1u9 

HIAOF H G THI\OUGHOU T THE WOII lD 

Telephone t REGenl 2061 

lt Is worth your while 

to read the advertisements 

In this magazine 

.......... ~ 
Please mention 

" The Die-Hards" 

when purchasing from firms 

who advertise in these pages 

~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Hiorns &_ Miller 
Renowned throughout lhe world 

for QUALITY 

REGIM EN TAL C HRI S TMAS CARD S 

I N V I T A TION CARDS 

C R ESTE D STATIONERY 

A CC OUNT BOOKS 

PRI N TING OF 

ANY DESCRIPTIO N 

OF F I C E E QUIPME N T 

Brochures and Catalogue on application 
Estimates and samples sent on request 

HIORNS & MILLER LTD 
M A RLBORO U GH STREET 

DE V ONPORT 

Te lep h o n e: D evo nport .437 

~ ~'"7rE%kmz 
{/~ND ST) LTD 

REGIMENTAL CAPMAKERS TO 

THE MIDDLESEX 
REGIMENT 

38 NEW BOND ST., LON DON, W. ' . MAYFAIR 0784 40A LONDON RD. , CA M BERLEY 
( Wedntsdor ofU rfl()()ns only) 

CIVIL & MILITARY HATTER~S ·.-~ REGIMENTAL & CLUB TIES 

f!JIIIl•D 

~- --------~========~ 

(with apologies eo 
the I.O.M.) 

179, Ballards Lane (Nr. Tally Ho), North Finchley , N.'l2 . 

A Ford car every year o r two years ? Yes-it's 
eminently economical the Perry way! 

Not everyone wants to buy out of capital. Perry's 
offer graded H .P. terms, the trade's lowest. 

Enquire regarding our 34 year "Car Rental." 

Pay cash for any Ford car and Perry's give you 
an unexcelled price for your present vehicle. 

HOME ON LEAVE 
Don't forget you can have a car waiting for you on 

arr ival. Purchase tax is not chargeable if you take the car 
out of the country within 12 months of purchase. 

11 ~=I ;I '''li] 
OF FINCHLEY 

Cable address : Perrizite . Phone, London: Hillside 8888 



Set the therm ostat and the 
boiler does the rest. 

Simple movement of lever 
ond boiler is declinkc rcd in 
two seconds without dust or 

loss of heor. 

TRIANCO ... the answer to all heating problems 
Announcing the new PSO, a smaller type domestic boiler which provides 
Central Heating and Hot water for all types and sizes of flats , houses and 
bungalows with the minimum attention and low running costs. 

COMPLETELY SMOKELESS COMBUSTION 
Burns a wider variety of solid fuel completely and 
smokelessly than has hitherto been possible. 
Thermostatic control means heat output only as 
required- thus saving fuel. 
When the hopper is filled and the thermostat set the 
boiler does the rest . 
The Trianco Boiler is clean and labour-saving. 
Declinkering is easy and with no dust or loss of heat. 
Stove enamelled in a variety of colours to match your 
kitchen colour scheme. 
The range of Trianco Boilers includes larger types for 
hote ls , blocks of flats, cinemas and factori es. 

Wri te (or Colour Brochure to Dept. D.H. 4 
TRIANCO LTD. (Heating Division), lmber Court, East Molesey, Surrey. Emberbrook 3300 
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