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An Open Letter 

From the Colonel of the Regiment

To all Members o f  the Regiment

I want to bring to your notice a matter of vital importance 
to the Regiment, and to ask for your assistance.

As you probably know, the call up for National Service is 
due to end in December this year, and by December, 1962, there 
will be no more National Servicemen serving with the Regular 
Army. Unless we can replace them with regular soldiers this will 
leave a gap in our ranks which will, I feel, at least prejudice^ 
the future employment of our 1st Battalion in the most interesting 
stations.

Every effort is being made by our limited recruiting staffs 
to get men for the Regiment, but there are many untapped sources 
which they cannot reach.

If you, whether you are a past or present member of the 
Regiment, know a suitable man who is thinking of joining the^
Army, will you please get him to contact the Officer Commanding 
the Regimental Depot, or send his name and address there, and 
arrangements will be made for him to be visited.

In this way only will we be able to cover the length and 
breadth of our recruiting area, and on the results of your efforts 
may well depend the future of our Regiment.

Yours sincerely,
J. E. F. WILLOUGHBY.

O pen  L etter  from  C olon el o f th e R egim ent
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£<fitcr* Comment*
“ Personal Column ”

The improvements of T h e  D i e - H a r d s  is the object 
of our constant efforts on your behalf. Therefore, since 
it is felt that the Journal tends to be somewhat formal 
and impersonal, we will attempt to overcome this to a 
certain degree by publishing a “  gossip ”  or “  Personal 
Column ”  for all ranks. T he first of these articles can 
be found towards the end of this issue.

Soldiers, commissioned or otherwise, make numerous 
friends during their service only to lose contact with 
them very shortly after leaving the Army. This, we 
feel, is a great pity and quite unnecessary, as this 
Journal offers an excellent medium for keeping in 
touch with old friends and comrades. In this “  Personal 
Column ”  we will try and give brief news of past mem
bers and, more particularly, news of those of our 
serving members who are away from the Regiment; it 
will, however, in no way attempt to replace the Old 
Comrades’ Newsletter, which will continue with its 
own particular purpose.

I f  you wish to contact any old friend or give us 
personal news, do write to the Editor, T h e  D i e - H a r d s .

Middlesex T. &  A.F. Association
Elsewhere in this issue will be found a short article on 

the Middlesex Territorial and Auxiliary Forces Associa
tion, whose functions and activities are, we suggest, not 
sufficiently well known throughout the Regiment. 
Col. Aymar Clayton, who succeeded Brigadier Basil 
Rackham as the association secretary, has written this 
article, in which he stresses the need for suitable A .C .F . 
officers and T .A . recruits.

Maj.-Gen. G. P. L. Weston
By the time these comments are published, Brigadier 

"  Joe ”  Weston will have received temporary promotion 
to Major-General and assumed the appointment of 
Director of Land/Air Warfare at the War Office. We 
offer him our sincere congratulations on this excellent 
appointment and also for being the second Major- 
General the Regiment has produced since the end of 
W'orld War I I ;  the first, of course, was M aj.-Gen. 
Dick Batten.

Gen. “ Joe,”  who is well known to serving and re
tired members of the Regiment, is highly qualified for 
this appointment at the Wrar Office. He was seconded 
to the R .A .F . from 1936-40, during which time he was 
awarded his O .B.E. for gallant services when in com
mand of a Blenheim squadron operating over France 
and Belgium; and he later commanded the 2nd Batta
lion from the D -D ay landings until the end of opera
tions, doing so with such distinction as to be awarded 
the D .S.O . After V E-D ay he saw further active service 
in command of an infantry brigade in Burma and Java; 
and, not content with these adventurous exploits, he 
then decided to drop out of planes instead o f flying 
them, thus qualifying for command of a parachute 
brigade. He has since held various appointments con
nected with land/air warfare, the culmination of which 
saw him in command of the newly-formed Arm y Air 
Corps Training Centre. Readers will appreciate that 
Gen. Wreston’s present appointment is of the utmost 
importance in this new, “  streamlined ”  and highly 
mobile Regular Army. We have no doubt, however, 
that he will find a little time to go to Lords!

Honours and Awards
Hardly a year goes by without the Regiment gaining 

a mention in the Birthday or New Year Honours Lists. 
Our reputation has been maintained this year by Lt.-Col. 
Tom  Chattev, and we congratulate him on his recent 
award of the O.B.E. Many o f us will recall that he 
was taken prisoner by the Japanese in Hong Kong, but 
his spirit and charming personality were not impaired by 
the privations he was forced to suffer. As a personal note, 
we consider Lt.-Col. Tom  Chattey to be one of the best 
and natural horsemen that the Regiment has produced 
for many years; and that this natural ability was im
proved to a large extent by the instruction of C/Sgt. 
Christie, at one time Horse Transport Sergeant of 
the 57th.

R.S.M . Kendrick
We are delighted to hear that M r. Kendrick, until 

lately R .S .M . of the Depot, has been promoted to com
missioned rank as a combatant officer. M ay we remind



Lt. Kendrick of the persuasive efforts employed by 
your Editor, then C.O. o f the ist Battalion, exhorting 
him to become a Regular soldier? We hope he remem
bers that interview at Rendsburg, and our congratula
tions to him as one of the few to be so commissioned 
since the end of World War II.

Lt.-Gen. Sir Brian Horrocks
Those of us who watch B .B .C . Television cannot 

fail to be fascinated and intrigued by Gen. Horrocks’s 
latest series, “  M en of Action.”  His grasp of his par
ticular subject is quite remarkable, and he gives viewers 
a most realistic and intimate portrayal o f the various 
exploits he so vividly describes, all of which is done 
without notes or the slightest hesitation. M ay we say 
that Gen. Horrocks never undertook anything which he 
could not do well and enthusiastically, and he certainly 
remains true to his reputation in “  Men of Action.”

A s a matter of interest—great interest, no doubt— 
readers will be glad to know that the General’s 
autobiography is due to be published in September of 
this year.

Victor M cLaglan
It may not be generally known to readers that the 

well-known film actor, Victor M cLaglan, who died 
recently in America, was formerly an officer in the 
Regiment, having been commissioned in 19x5 and 
posted to the 4/ioth Battalion. At one time he was a 
weapon-training instructor at Chatham, and M ajor Bill 
Heywood—then a recruit— remembers particularly his 
former instructor’s proficiency with the revolver. 
Victor M cLaglan later gained fame as a film actor, both 
in this country and America, and he was awarded an 
“  Oscar ”  for his performance in the film “  The 
Informer.”

We quote from a letter by an old “  D ie-H ard,”  M r. 
Birch, which was published by T h e  P e o p l e  in November, 
1 9 5 9 :—

“  I was sorry to read of the death o f Victor 
M cLaglan, the Hollywood star. I recall him as my 
platoon officer in the 4 10 th  Battalion T he Middlesex 
Regiment—the Boxers Battalion— in the First World 
War. He was a real disciplinarian and a great guy 
and staged many boxing show's in the camps.”

The late Col. J. N. Lamont
We were shocked to hear of the sudden death w'hilst 

holidaying in Ceylon of Col. New'ton Lamont, who was 
a former C.O. and Honorary Colonel of the 9th Batta
lion. Up to the time of his death he took a keen interest 
in regimental affairs, and he w'ill be sadly missed. An 
obituary notice, w'ritten by Gen. Horrocks, appears 
elsewhere in this issue.

French Battle Honours
Your Editor was recently on leave in Paris ostensibly 

to enjoy the racing at Longchamps. During his more 
leisurely moments, however, he noticed with avid 
interest that Napoleon Bonaparte had gained, amongst 
many others, the Battle Honours of Albuhera, Badajoz
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NOTICE  

Hom e Counties Brigade Tie

At the meeting of the Council of Colonels held 
on December 4, 1959, it was agreed that:—

" A l l  r a n k s , p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  R e g u l a r  a n d  

T . A . ,  o f  a n y  R e g i m e n t  i n  t h e  B r i g a d e , w e r e  

e n t i t l e d  to  w e a r  t h e  B r i g a d e  T i e . ”

The tie, the design of w'hich is a pattern of 
small reproductions of the Brigade badge in 
silver on a dark blue background, is obtainable 
from :—

M ESSRS. GIEVES LTD.
27 Old Bond Street, London, W .i

and costs, in pure silk, 18s. 6d. and in rayon 
12s. 6d. It is much to be hoped that all ranks 
and/or members will purchase and wear this 
family emblem.

and Ciudad Rodrigo, all three of which are inscribed on 
both the Arch de Triomphe and Les Invalides. Perhaps 
the North Koreans and the Chinese have claimed 
Naktong Bridgehead as one of their Battle Honours 
We doubt it, however, and we hope that such matters 
are now- things of the past; in any case, the possibility 
of someone remaining alive to inscribe them could be 
termed as extremely remote!

M iddlesex A.C.F.
As this is the Centenary Year of the Arm y Cadet 

Force, we have included in this issue a brief article on the 
A .C .F . in Middlesex. There are, in fact, eight A.C.F. 
detachments in Middlesex affiliated to various units ot 
the Regiment, and they also wear our cap badge. A 
former officer of the Regiment— Col. Desmond Ellis 
is the County Cadet Commandant, and he is assisted 
by Major “  Taffy ”  Jones, w'ho is w'ell knowm to most of 
us.

FORTHCOM ING EVEN TS  

Spring Golf Meeting.—M ay 5, Hendon G olf Club. 

Cricket Week.—June 18 to 22, M ill Hill.
Officers’ Club at H om e.—June 25, M ill Hill.
Tennis Tournament.—June 25 and 26, M ill Hill 

(providing sufficient entries are received).
Officers’ Club Dinner.— July 22, United Service Club.

JO U R N A L SUBSCRIPTIONS
Why not place an order for a copy of the Journal 

N O W  !
An Order Form for the purpose is supplied with 

every copy of T h e  D i e - H a r d s .

Annual subscription is 5/-.

1st Battalion Notes
We last went to print in the shadow of two important 

occasions—the annual administrative inspection and the 
change of command—and both have now passed into 
history.

The annual administrative inspection was a greater 
success than anyone dared to hope, and w'as the culmina
tion of several weeks of careful thought and hard work. 
Although rehearsals had been interrupted by bad 
weather, the great day (November 20) dawned bright 
and clear. The sun shone— and, even better, it shone 
straight at the Inspecting Officer, Brigadier R. E. T . 
St. JO H N . The parade went off w’ithout a hitch and 
was the first occasion on which the impressive guidons 
(presented by Col. N O LD A ) had been on view. The 
Brigadier congratulated all ranks on their drill and turn
out and the Divisional Commander graded our ad
ministration as “  good ” — from him this was high 
praise indeed.

Farewells are always sad and never more so than 
when the person leaving has had a long connection with 
the Battalion and has seen it safely through the rough 
and tumble of foreign service. When he left Lt.-Col. 
N O LD A  had been with the Battalion continuously for 
four years; that the Battalion was in a high state of 
efficiency was amply demonstrated in the atuumn 
manoeuvres, reported in the last number, and by the 
result of the annual inspection. This efficiency was 
mainly due to Col. N O L D A ’S tireless energy and 
incisive determination that only the best was good 
enough. We look forward to continued and further 
success under Lt.-Col. B A T T Y E , to whom we offer a 
belated but nevertheless heartfelt w'elcome.

In December we received a visit from M r. D E R E K  
RICH A RD S, the Editor of the W e e k l y  P o s t  series of 
newspapers and a firm friend of the Regiment. He 
visited the Battalion in C Y P R U S and organised several 
coach loads of parents to welcome us on our arrival at 
SO U TH A M PTO N . He showed keen interest in all 
our activities and has since written four most informa
tive articles in his newspapers on life in the Battalion. 
These have been illustrated with numerous photographs 
of those members of the Battalion who live in the district 
covered by the W e e k l y  P o s t .  All ranks thoroughly 
enjoyed his visit and hope that he will return again soon.

Anglo-German relations have remained cordial and 
the Stadt Council gave a dinner on December 3 to the 
Commanding Officers and Seconds-in-Command of the 
four units in H A M E L N . The Burgermeister was in the 
chair and, in the course of his speech, he said: “  We 
can say with confidence and pleasure that in the past 
year particularly good relations have developed between 
the British garrison and the population of the town.”

This has been due to the good sense shown by all 
ranks and not least to the splendid performance of the 
Band and Corps of Drums. The Germans love a 
military spectacle— they even gather to watch guard

COL. NOLDA

Making his farewell address to the Battalion before 
leaving Gordon Barracks for the last time

mounting— and the Band and Drums have been excel
lent ambassadors.

Christmas came and went all too quickly and an 
account of our activities appears elsewhere in these notes.

In January we welcomed Brigadier W IL LO U G H B ^ 
on his first visit to us since taking up his appointment as 
Colonel of the Regiment. It was an informal visit which 
was thoroughly appreciated by all ranks, and the Colonel 
managed to see a great number of people whilst he was 
here. January is not the best month to see the W ESER - 
B E R G L A N D  and we hope that this will be added excuse 
for another visit later in the year.

On January' 20 (his birthday) Padre D ESC H  slipped 
and fell outside the Commanding Officer's residence 
and broke his ankle. A ll readers will be glad to know 
that he was sober, on duty, and not to blame! We 
extend to him our sincere sympathies and hope that he 
will soon be fully active again.

Turning for a moment to the future— 1960 gives every 
appearance of being as busy as 1959 if not more so. At 
this moment we are taken up with ski-ing, boxing, 
hockey, cross-country7 running and, when time permits, 
individual training. Next month the training starts in
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A N N U A L  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  I N S P E C T I O N

Brigadier R. E. T. St. John, M .C., inspecting “ C ”  Company, Maj. E. A. H. Jeffcoat, O.C. “ C ”  Company, is 
with him  and the fam iliar figure of C/Sgt. J. Potter can be seen in the foreground

“ A ”  Company m arching past
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earnest and without let until the end of September. The 
highlights will be:—

March: Annual classification.
April: Platoon and section firing at S E N N E L A G E R .
M ay: Rifle meetings and support weapon firing.
June/July: Battalion exercises and infantry/tank co

operation at SO LT A U .
August: Company weeks.
September: Inter-Corps exercise in the area of

SC H L E SW E G  H O L ST E IN .

CH RISTM AS
T o the uninitiated, Christmas 1959 in North Germany 

might equate with icy winds and driving snow. How 
wrong can you be? Many of us did our inevitable last- 
minute Christmas shopping in the “  Osterstrasse ”  
hatless and coatless. Christmas Eve belonged more 
to spring than the end of December. We could hardly 
believe it! The only reminder of “  Jingle Bells ”  and a 
white Christmas was on the wireless.

There was a general feeling in Gordon Barracks against 
a completely organised Christmas, but the P .R .I., Capt. 
Alan COWAN, knowing the dangers of leaving us to our 
own devices, had arranged an ample and well-balanced 
programme o f both meditation and merriment.

On December 22 the Battalion were hosts at a party 
given for 40 German orphan children from H A M E L N .

The usual environmental noises of a gymnasium are 
thuds, gasps and heavy breathing, and the hosts were 
certainly left gasping for breath as they were given the 
run around by 40 energetic youngsters. However, the 
gym resounded at the treble end of the scale when 
Father Christmas entered, to be greeted with excited 
squeals by the children who had just done the disappear
ing trick on a table of fruit, jellies, sandwiches and cakes.

The cherry-red robed figure had a bulging sack over 
his shoulder from which, true to form, he conjured a 
present for each child. What a memory for names that 
man must have! The hard-working Capt. COW AN had 
laid on most things, but the reindeer had refused to 
travel to a snowless zone, so the Pony Club provided the 
tractive power for Father Christmas’s sleigh.

A  helter skelter provided endless amusement and even 
after tea it was still top of the poll for thrills. It was a 
little thrilling for the hosts when one little fellow decided 
to come down a new way. He came down on his 
friend’s shoulders! Exit Capt. COW AN in a dead faint.

Father Christmas provided a ray gun for one of 
tomorrow’s space men, but it was only loaded with 
a very familiar terrestrial liquid. No, not whisky. 
Another little boy was clutching a model tank which had 
a red star on the gun turret. Had Father Christmas been 
brain-washed, we wondered, or was he providing him
self with an alibi if the Russians came '"

By this time he wasn’t worried about a Russian ad
vance, in fact he was considering a tactical withdrawal 
as a score of eager faces battered him with questions. 
How far had he come; why hadn’t he brought his 
reindeer

After the questioners had all been satisfied and the 
ray gun unloaded by a wet, but grinning soldier, a 
period of games was enjoyed before the party' began to

Visit of G.O.C. 2 Division
M a j . - G e n .  W .  G .  S t i r l i n g  C . B . ,  C . B . E . ,  D . S . O . ,  in s p e c t 

in g  th e  B a t t a l i o n  M a i n  Q u a r t e r  G u a r d  d u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  

o n  D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  1959. F r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  C p l .  H e a t h ,  

S g t .  P a t t e r s o n  ( " A ”  C o m p a n y ) ,  P t e .  T o m l i n s o n  (“ S p * } 

C o m p a n y ) ,  P t e .  L l o y d  (“ H . Q .”  C o m p a n y ) ,  P t e .  B a r r a t t  

( “ A ”  C o m p a n y )  a n d  (h id d e n )  P t e .  R o c k e l l  (“ A ”  C o m p a n y )

close down. It was difficult to see who needed a rest 
most, children or adults.

However, the shining eyes and excited but slightly- 
tired faces told their own story of a very happy afternoon.

The Tuesday night before Christmas was the occasion 
of the all ranks' dance. The dance band excelled itself 
in providing music for both dancing and listening. The 
gym was very gaily decorated and straight away was 
created an atmosphere of jollity and merriment. Christ
mas certainly had arrived!

December 23 was supposed to be a breather before 
Christmas Eve, but in spite of this there was a certain 
amount of activity at the Gordon Club and in the 
Officers’ Mess.

That most hallowed of rituals, the Christmas draw, 
was held at 241700 in the N A A FI Canteen. There were 
good-natured shouts of derision as the Sergeants' Mess 
carried off the large prizes and the 2IC  was almost 
driven “  right round the bend ”  by his prize, a tin of 
well-knowrn toilet disinfectant!

This wras followed by a gathering in the Sergeants’ 
Mess at w'hich more healths were drunk, or shattered? 
Somebody whispered something about “  tombola ”  on 
the programme, but most people seemed to be well 
occupied.

T he Garrison Church was well filled for the midnight 
Communion. Rarely can a church have looked more 
beautiful. T he interior was lit almost completely by 
candles, the only electric light being the ones shining on 
the sharply focussed altar. The Fresco of the Nativity 
on the walls of this charmingly converted stable was 
given extra significance as w*e enjoyed the familiar but 
always moving service.

B
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“ A ”  CO M PANY  

The winners of the Albuhera Shield with their trophies

Christmas morning dawned dull and cloudy, but the 
atmosphere in the cookhouse was anything but dull when, 
after drinks in the Officers’ Mess, the Sergeants, W.O.s 
and officers arrived to serve the Christmas dinners. 
Much enjoyment was had by everybody from the un
accustomed situation, and after a splendid meal the 
Commanding Officer spoke to the men for a few minutes. 
T his seemed to set a precedent, as other personalities 
were demanded, notably Pat DO N O VAN , who had one 
or two spry and succinct remarks to make.

T he only organised event on Boxing Day was, to 
quote, “  Officers and Sergeants Football knock-out, 
but it wasn’t quite clear who was going to knock who out, 
and we never found out, as the weather was ap in st 
activity on the square. T he disappointed participants 
retired to the Sergeants’ Mess and took their revenge 
out of a few innocent-looking bottles.

For the people not needing organised recovery from a 
strenuous Christmas, there was free tombola at the 
Gordon Club and a free film show at the A .K .C . 
Cinema on the remaining two days of the Christmas 
period. And so a Frohes Wemochtsfest was had by all. 
In more than one quarter, however, was overhead a 
heartfelt sigh o f relief. “  Christmas comes but once a 
year. How relaxing to return to normal duties.

Ein Recht Gutes Neues Jah r!!

“ A ”  CO M PANY
I spy with my little eye something beginning with A.

Albuhera Ashes?
Athletic cross-country team?
Association Football Cup?
Albuhera Shield?
“ A ”  CO M PA N Y?

Correct. G ive that man a contract for “  What’s my 
Line? ”  (What a pity he isn’ t telegenic.)

We made a brief reference in the last issue of The 

D i e - H a r d s  to the fact that we had won the Albuhera 
Shield. Well, in this issue we’ re rubbing it in. Last 
time we said that we were still awaiting its presentation. 
We have now had it presented. The late C.O. decided 
to give it to the Company on one of the rehearsals for 
the annual administrative inspection. Capt. NORTON 
was called forward in front of the whole parade to collect 
the shield, and also, he had to carry it all the way back. 
Phew! The fact that he was unable to command the 
company on the actual inspection a few days later show* 
how' overcome he was w'ith emotion and the weight o 
the shield. It is also a testament to Major C L A Y D E i b 
medical talent, of which neither Capt. N O RTO N  nor 
indeed Major C L A Y D E N  were in the least aware. 
But we’ ll tell you that story in the next issue. May '« 
now, in a final general reference to our successes this 
past year, thank all the other companies for playing us 
so hard and losing when they did (and it wasn t by an) 
means always) so sportingly. It made the shield douW) 
worth having. We will at least make them ngn 
equally hard again this year.
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Actually there isn’ t very much of general interest to 
report this quarter. You ’ve already heard of B A T T L E  
A X E  and P H O E N IX  which brings us on to the next 
high-light: that of the annual administrative inspection. 
For this we enclose a photograph of the Company 
marching past and— “  here Mum, that’s me there, 
centre rank, fifty-fourth beret from the left! ”  We did 
not see very much o f the inspecting team; it was “  C  ”  
Company that had the “  hammer.”  However, the 
Brigadier came to look at “ A ”  Company doing some 
bayonet fighting. The C .S .M . conducted this lesson in 
something rather less than s o t t o  v o c e , and the Brigadier 
was enchanted. Pte. H AZELW O O D  wasn t.

The Company has had its usual quota of old soldiers 
and new ones—and isn’ t it amazing how often the new 
ones tr>r and come the old?

.Amongst the newer ones we should particularly like 
to single out Pte. B U L L , who, on joining the Company, 
volunteered to box and get his front teeth knocked out 
for his trouble. But—and this is the point— he literally- 
made a fighting comeback and wron his fight. We are 
also very pleased to have Pte. L Y N C H , who has run, 
played hockey and football for the Company and 
acquitted himself w'ell in all three sports. He is also a 
good shot and will replace Pte. P A G R A M , whom we 
are sorry' to lose. Talking of losses, we are suddenly 
rather hard hit. We lose C/Sgt. S IM M O N S, Sgts. 
BARR, P A T T E R S O N  and T A Y L O R  at one fell blow. 
And although traditionally effing Sergeants are a 
mucking nuisance generally, we are sorry to see this 
lot go. Then again wre lose BRO W N, CAREA , ST O N E, 
W O OLSTON, G IB B O N S, P O W ELL and M A RCH - 
A N T—all Company footballers. These are useful 
chaps who have helped built our soccer side into a 
team that dropped only' a single point in the i960 
Albuhera League, thus winning us the Soccer Cup. 
However, wre shall still have Capt. N O R T O N  and the
C .S.M ., so our faces light up again in happy anticipation. 
(And z c h a t  colour, pray, is y o u r  nose?)

Now a word about the recent inter-Company cross
country. The Company team was subjected to a certain 
amount of derision as it arrived at the start. This was 
due to their being brought in private Volkswagens, 
Wolseleys, and Mercedes (Benz, of course), pennants 
flying. This derision hurt our sensitive team so much 
that they actually wept as they came across the finishing 
line—first! For this won we are indebted to 2/'Lt. 
L O F T IN G , Cpl. C U R T IS , L  Cpls. A H E R N  and 
PEAK, Ptes. BRO W N , B A R R E T T , L Y N C H , T R IM 
M ER, R A H M A T U L L A H  and C O N ST A N T IN O U .

And that brings us slap up to date. We are, at the 
moment of writing, engaged on a Company patrolling 
exercise in rapidly thawing snow. We shall roll these 
notes up, put them in a bottle and float them down the 
W ESER to the Editor. (We hope he fishes—or, at any 
rate, drinks.) Before he pulls the cork out, though, 
there is one episode we must tell you of. We were out 
on a night exercise a few days ago— also patrolling— 
and L/Cpl. G R E E N ’s six-man patrol found a short 
cut through the woods. Now it was quite obvious that 
someone else had used it for there were footprints—to 
be precise, six pairs of them— which they followed. 
Well, after a bit (Dr. M O O RE had nothing on this lot,

believe me), they discovered twelve pairs o f footprints: 
then a bit later eighteen. . . .

We say good-bye to Lt.-Col. N O L D A  and welcome 
Lt.-Col. B A T T Y E  as our new Commanding Officer. 
Both officers, incidentally, are ex-“ A ”  Company Com
manders. They have both, therefore, had very good 
training. Capt. K IT C H E N E R  (yes, he’s still with us) 
says we are not to make any rude remarks about him or 
laugh at his expense this time. Had we mentioned that 
he’s temporarily commanding the Company again?

“ B ”  CO M PANY
As for the Battalion, so for “  B ”  Company, this has 

been a period of change with old faces going and being 
replaced by new ones.

Major R. D. H U T C H IN G S  times his departure 
brilliantly—just before the administrative inspection.
C .S .M . B A R T L E  stayed with us until he had seen that 
we did not disgrace him on the parade. In his place 
we welcome C .S .M . F IR M A N , whom we are sorry to 
hear will shortly be leaving us for the T .A .

After a concerted effort at drilling, cleaning and 
painting, the Company was ready for the administrative 
inspection. We were rewarded by a very good report. 
C  Sgt. M IC H E L  claimed he had been cheated—no one 
ever went near his immaculate stores.

Until mid JA N U A R Y  sport was in full swing, but now 
the snow has suspended all outdoor sport. In the 
novices boxing our gladiators did very well to win 
handsomelv. Our successful boxers were Ptes. 
T H O M A S, SE A T O R Y , S IL V E R M A N , SE A R L E , 
B R A IM E , P A Y N E  (04), and H U R ST . Cpl. O’ RAW E, 
Cpl. SH A V E, Ptes. L O C K E , P A Y N E  (04), EN D A - 
A C O T T , S IL V E R M A N , T H O M A S and H U R S T  
have all boxed for the Battalion, thus justifying our 
nickname of “  Bruiser B .”  Cpl. 0 ’R.\M,E is also to be 
congratulated on being chosen to represent B.A .O .R . 
v. R .A .F . U .K . at R H E IN D A H L E N . In the last round 
of the Army Boxing Cup we were very proud that five 
out of seven Battalion winners came from “  B  Com 
pany.

This is the first year that the .Albuhera football has 
been on a league basis. It was a particularly hard- 
fought competition. Pte. C HAP A LAN did well to lead 
his team to 2nd place. He was well backed up by Pte. 
R O G E R S, JO H N SO N  and W.ARD. Both C H A PM A N  
and R O G E R S  played for the Battalion.

T he third Albuhera sport which we have taken part 
in recently was the cross-country. We were unfortunate 
that both M O O RE and H A Y N E S were on leave when 
the race was held. Cpl. W IL L IA M S  and Cpl. Da- 
C O ST A  and Pte. JE R R O M  ran well, but despite their 
efforts we finished 5th. We would like to congratulate 
Capt. M cM A N U S, 2 Lts. I G E N S  and G O R IN G . Sgt. 
S M IT H , Cpl. D aC O STA . L  Cpl. C L A T W O R T H Y , 
and Pte. WOOD on representing the Battalion at 
rugbv. Capt. Ale A LAN U S  and 2 Lt. G O R IN G  travelled 
to P A R IS  to play for the Division, the former also went 
to B E R L IN  with the Divisional team. He also has the 
privilege of introducing the Renault Dauphine to the 
Battalion. He brought it back safely from P A R IS , but 
he hadn’t reckoned with route 2 17 !
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z/Lt. G O R IN G  and L/Cpl. C A R R  went on an 
athletics course and the former did so well that he has 
been sent back to do an advanced course in England. At 
last the snow has come and Capt. M cM A N U S is now 
happy. He is in charge of the Battalion ski team which 
is training hard at the Hartz. Other “  B  ”  Company 
skiers are Cpl. D aC O STA , L/Cpl. H IL L S  and Ptes. 
D A R V E L L  and O’CO N N O R. Another snowman is 
Pte. B EA U C H A M P , who is attached to the Brigade 
Ski Centre. M any members of the Company have spent 
a week up there. Cpl. S H E F F IE L D  is congratulated 
on the successful result of his first-aid course. Cpls. 
F IS H E R  and P O L L A R D  have just finished a senior 
N .C .O .’s cadre and Cpl. F IS H E R  is going on a platoon 
weapons course at H Y T H E  in February. Sgt. 
C L E M E N T S  is already back in England on a N .B.C . 
course and leave. Ptes. B E E D L E  and O’H A L LO R A N  
are on a M .M .G . cadre at the moment. Ptes. F L A C K , 
C L U T T O N  and D O W D E L L  are doing an M .T . 
cadre. We hope they will all have good results. L/Cpl. 
S T E P H E N SO N  is to be congratulated on getting a 
well-deserved “ B ”  on his P .T . Leaders course at 
S E N N E L A G E R . We hope he will do even better on 
the assistant instructors’ course at A L D E R SH O T . 
We would like to congratulate the following on becoming 
Lance-Corporals: L/Cpls. C A R R , H IL L S , P A Y N E
and M U R PH Y .

T his is a period of farewells. Cpl. W IL L IA M S  has 
already left for civilian life and 2/Lt. IV E N S  will join 
him in February. We are also losing most of those who 
joined us from the Queen’s Regiment. We are very 
sorry to see them go and wish them the very best of luck 
in the future. I f  any of them have any second thoughts 
about “  civvy street ”  we will be very pleased to welcome 
them back. In their place we welcome 15 newcomers 
from the Depot. They are already learning how lucky 
they are to have to come to “  B ”  Company.

Looking back on 1959 it has been a >'ear of hard work 
rewarded by achievement both in work and sport. We 
are confident that i960 will be even more successful.

Finally we welcome Major C L A Y D E N , who takes 
over as Company Commander in February from Lt. 
L E G G  who has been holding the fort while Capt. 
M cM A N U S goes ski-ing. We look forward to a much- 
needed improvement in our hockey and basketball under 
Major C L A Y D E N ’s coaching.

“ C ”  CO M PA N Y
T he emphasis has switched once more to individual 

training to prepare for S E N N E L A G E R . With the 
continual change of individuals this task is quite for
midable, since there are less than 10 who were with the 
Company when we visited S E N N E L A G E R  last A P R IL .

There have been many changes in the last quarter and 
we welcome to the Company Cpl. S C O T T , L/Cpl. 
N IL E S , Ptes. JO N E S  (86), H O L L E Y , C U R R IE , 
B U R G E S S , C A IR A , M E R R A L L , C A R N E Y , F L Y N N , 
M E R C E R , T H O M PSO N , T U R N E R  and W A R D L E. 
Our losses have been very heavy indeed. Sgt. K E R R  left 
us in December for the 8th Battalion, Cpl. ST O PP has 
been loaned to the Depot for training a large intake, 
Cpl. C A IR N S  has been posted there as an instructor, 
and the Company Headquarters’ team of Ptes. P EA R C E ,

la r d i

B EA U C H A M P , D IS B R E Y , L IN F O R D , SAVAGE 
and S K E W S  have all departed for civilian life where we 
wish them every success. The new team includes Ptes. 
K E E N , H O D G ES, P R IO R  and L A F L IN  who are 
already acclimatising themselves to field training. We 
have lost 2/Lt. C O W IN G  to the “  Krem lin,”  where we 
wish him the best of luck, as Assistant Adjutant, and 
2/Lt. L U C K  has taken over command of 7 Platoon 
in his place. We congratulate Sgt. Y O U N G  on his 
promotion, although his transfer to “ A ”  Company was 
not approved! Congratulations also to Cpls. STEV EN S 
and S H A F F N E R  and L/Cpls. O’S U L L IV A N , KNAPP 
and W O O DM AN  on their promotions.

T he winter season is the time for courses and cadres. 
Sgt. P L U M B  has been to W IN T ER BO U R N E 
G U N N E R  for a nuclear course and Cpl. D IC K E N S  to 
H Y T H E . L/Cpl. M U R P H Y  is becoming a muscle 
man at A L D E R S H O T  and Cpl. F IN N IS  is also there, 
training for the i960 Olympics in which we wish him 
great success. Ptes. C A T T E R M O L E , BEAVER, 
B U T L E R  and D A V IS  are attending a Battalion M.T. 
cadre, and Ptes. H A L L , H O L L E Y  and RAPPOPORT 
are aspiring to become N .C.O .s. It is rumoured that for 
the first time in two years a certain soldier was silent 
when asked to explain how the rifle worked! Other 
training activities have included a 20-mile night patrol 
in the snow and a total of 15  passes in the third-class 
education.

In sporting activities we have had mixed fortunes. 
We came second in the Albuhera Shield basketball, and 
the team selected from C .S .M . D aC O STA , C/Sgt. 
P O T T E R , Sgt. E D E Y , L/Cpl. B E L L , Ptes. REN- 
W IC K , B U T L IN  and R A PPO PO R T  are congratulated 
on their effort.

A  first-class effort was also produced by the Company 
boxers and cross-country runners. There were 25 
entries for the boxing from the Company, all of them 
showed tremendous spirit and we particularly mention
Cpl. C A IR N S, Ptes. V E R R E L S , B E A V E R , COCKS 
and G IB B O N S on reaching the finals. We gained third 
place in the cross-country, thanks to a determined effort 
by the team, and especially Pte. JO N E S  (86) who won 
the race from L/Cpl. F L A N A G A N . The remainder of 
the team was Ptes. SK E W S, P R IO R , W RIGHT. 
RAPPO PO RT, P U C K E T T , L A F L IN , WALDRON 
and L/Cpl. B E L L .

Our efforts to retain the Football Cup were not so 
good, and in most ways we have only ourselves to blame 
for being placed fifth. We lost to B, S  an 
“  H.Q.”  2 by the odd goal, having dominated our 
opponents, but for some reason being unable to put the 
ball in the net. We won friendly matches against every
one with the greatest of ease, but there let the subject 
rest— our hopes of winning the Albuhera Shield in 
i960 still remain high.

“ D ”  CO M PAN Y

N.C.O .s cadre No. 5 dispersed on December 5 and* 
of a total of 21 students, 17 were subsequently p ro m o te d  

Lance-Corporal. >
The Company has also conducted a N .C.O . s up

grading cadre and we congratulate Sgt. M IL E S , an
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Cpls. SH A F F N E R  and S T E V E N S , students on this 
cadre, on their subsequent promotion.

N.C.O .’s Cadre No. 6, comprising 1 1  students, is at 
present in progress and Cadre No. 7 is scheduled to 
begin on February 22.

Capt. L L O Y D  has left the Company for Battalion
H.Q. as I.O. and in his place we welcome Lt. 
M A L L A L IE U  as Company Commander.

Although drafts continue to be posted direct to 
companies on arrival, the “  permanent sta ff”  are kept 
fully employed with cadres and various “  extra-Com- 
pany ”  duties.

We have also said good-bye to L/Cpl. R IC K E T T  and 
wish him luck and success in the hard civilian world. 
Sgt. L L O Y D  and Cpl. B A R N E T T  have left us on 
posting to the Depot and we wish them success in their 
endeavours.

“ S ”  CO M PAN Y

We all breathed a sigh of relief after the administrative 
inspection was over. T he Brigade Commander was 
very pleased with what he saw. Congratulations to
C.S.M . D O D K IN S, C/Sgt. D IV E , and the Mortar 
Platoon, Anti-Tank Platoon and Assault Pioneer Section 
for their hard work in so well preparing their depart
ments for the inspection. It was a pity that the in
specting team could not spend more time seeing all the 
good work that had been put into the stores and offices.

This has been a period of leave, Christmas and cadres. 
All requests for Christmas and New Year leave were 
met, and those remaining in H A M E L N  had a most 
enjoyable Christmas.

The Company received a draft of 14 in December, 
which should see them through another training season. 
The draft, plus all the old hands have been fully- 
occupied this month of January. C .S .M . D O D K IN S 
turned his hand to running and instructing on the 
Mortar cadre, at least for the first two weeks, until 
Sgt. A R G E N T  returned from leave. Sgt. P A R T R ID G E , 
if he can be found, is instructing six men on the Vickers 
machine-gun. Sgt. P R IT C H A R D  is running his own 
Assault Pioneer cadre, and finally, L t. W A IT E  is fully 
committed with an Anti-Tank cadre when he can be 
spared from boxing.

We were glad to see Ptes. M A Y , K E R R ISO N , 
W E LLS and W EBB had passed their driving tests.

In the sporting world “  S  ”  Company, in spite of 
hard luck in the swimming, boxing, and football finished 
third in the Albuhera Shield for 1959, one point behind
H.Q. 1. This year i960 we have started well, with 
third place in the football, fourth in the boxing and 
second in the cross-country running, which makes us 
third in the Albuhera Shieid so far.

Major C L A Y D E N  will be leaving the Company at 
the end of January' and would like to take this oppor
tunity of thanking all past and present members for 
their loyalty and support over the last year. He was 
well pleased with the standard achieved and looks 
forward to seeing members of “ S ”  Company in his 
company area on exercises and he guarantees plenty of 
work for the Assault Pioneers.

He may even need a raft. . . .!

3-in. M ortar Platoon
W’e enter into a New Year with some new faces in 

the Platoon (and fortunately some old ones). We extend 
a welcome to Ptes. R O B IN SO N , M cK E N Z IE , M c- 
M IN N , HOW E, C L A Y T O N  and C A PR O N  and hope 
they will enjoy their stay with the best platoon in the 
Battalion!

Christmas was celebrated in the usual manner— 
plenty to eat and drink, plus time to sleep it off. It is 
perhaps fitting here to extend our thanks to Sgt.-M ajor 
M E D L O C K  and his cooks for such an excellent Christ
mas dinner, which even Pte. A N D E R SO N  enjoyed 
(he having rejoined us from a short holiday!)

T he celebrations prior to Christmas Day provided a 
good deal of amusement. One incident being Pte. 
(“ Jock ” ) M cM IN N  seen on Christmas Eve with Ptes. 
R O B IN SO N  and M c K E N Z IE  (both from the Emerald 
Isle), all singing “  I belong to Glasgow,”  but their 
remarks on the following morning about Glasgow are 
unprintable.

At the time of writing our Platoon Commander has 
managed to “  fiddle ”  himself on to U .K . leave (minus 
his automobile) and was heard to say something about 
going ski-ing on his return, the reply to that being, 
“  Y o u ’ll be lucky.”  T he latest cadre is in full swing 
and we hope at the end of it to have a well-trained 
platoon all ready for the “  Battle o f S E N N E L A G E R .”

We have said farewell to a number of the old stal
warts recently: L/Cpl. (“  Chop Suey ” ) C H A L M E R S, 
Ptes. F A IR H E A D  and RA IN BO W . We hope Civvy 
Street will not be too hard on them.

Pte. (“  Elvis ” ) C R O S K E L L  has also left us, but we 
may see him again in the future, as he is on a home 
posting.

Pte. G R E E N IN G  has escaped into the Company- 
Office, and we hope the typewriter doesn’t make his 
legs ache too much.

Our congratulations to Sgt. M IL E S  on his promo
tion ; he will be staying with us for a while.

Our condolences to “  H .Q .”  Company who have an 
A /C .S.M . for a few weeks—Sgt. T A R R Y . We hope 
“  H .Q.”  Company will eventually recover.

Sgt. A R G E N T  returned from leave looking rather 
wan; he looked even paler after his first week’s boxing 
training.

Sgt. P A R T R ID G E  has returned from his six weeks’ 
holiday with “  D ”  Company, but is only seen with a 
couple of Vickers machine-guns. Don’t let him hear 
you say that they are obsolete! He will soon be back 
with the Platoon, so the terms “  Fred Nerk ”  and 
“  Charlie Hops ”  will be heard again.

Finally, we send our greetings to all the old members 
of the Platoon and remind them that there are still some 
vacancies for a few “  refugees from Civvy Street.”

Anti-Tank Platoon
Since the last journal notes the Platoon has taken on 

a new look. All our stalwarts of last year except for 
Ptes. D IN N IN G  and H IL T O N  have been released. 
Amongst those that have left is Sgt. SE A G E R . He has 
been Platoon Sergeant for one complete training season. 
His knowledge of the mobat was first class and his stores
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and equipment were the show-piece of the Company. 
We all wish him every success in his return to civilian 
life Pte. B A T E SO N  is now employed in the Company 
Stores and Cpl. B A R N E S  is still out of action. We 
wish him a speedy recovery with this stem warning:
D A N G E R . DO N O T  S I T  ON W A L L S .

T he gladiators of the Platoon have not been idle 
during this period. L t. W A IT E  and L/Cpl. C R E A S E R  
are boxing for the Battalion, though they spend most 
o f their time on the canvas! Pte. H E A LE , another 
Battalion boxer, has just joined us. Pte. P A T M O R E  
is in the Battalion cross-country team. There is a 
rumour that Pte. H A R R IS  h a s  p a s s e d  h.s P .E . tests this 
year. T he shock has forced us to send him on leave.

T h e Anti-Tank cadre has been hampered in its 
training to a certain degree by the arrival of snow. This 
made loading of the gun rather difficult. At one stage 
it was difficult to tell the difference between Pte. 
H O L L O W A Y  and a izo-mm. round, as both were 
covered by snow; fortunately, H O L L O W A Y  wriggled 
as he was being loaded.

We have not forgotten L/Cpl. G IL B E R T , who is at 
N E T H E R A V O N , learning all about the Wombat and 
any more “ bats”  to follow. W e hope life is not too 
strenuous for him. , , ,

We wish all those that have been demobbed a Happy 
New Year, and we hope that in this year’s training we 
shall maintain the standard which they set. Perhaps 
we may even raise the standard.

We have a N ew  Year’s resolution. It goes something
like this:

“  Keep your mind on the job,
Keep your hands on the trigger.”
(And Fred comes in somewhere.)

Assault Pioneers
Our Section Sergeant, Sgt. P R IT C H A R D , having 

had his annual leave returned to the fold with renewed 
vim and vigour. Having enjoyed a very good Christmas, 
we settled down to a four-week cadre, starting on 
lanuarv +• It ¡s hoped that by the end of January, all 
members of our section will be familiar with their
pioneering duties.

Since Pte. H IL T O N  has “  absconded to the Anti- 
Tank Platoon, we have been without a driver, so we
were given Pte. M IL B U R N , who has driven before.
Unfortunately, now he has arrived, there is no truck. 
We have therefore taught him about mines and booby

tn pt$e. B A IM B R ID G E , although still a member of the 
section is now in the cooking business and Pte. S M I I H 
(82) one of the smaller members of the section is cuttmg 
up ¿ e a t  in the butchers shop as a winter hobby.

W e continue our struggle to make the Company 
(including the Company Commander) more booby-trap 
conscious. We are not particular where we lay them.

We have not forgotten certain remarks made in the 
last D i e - H a r d s .  We shall acquaint ourselves fully with 
the 3 1 and 88 wireless sets. .

We look forward to an interesting training season with 
ourselves up to strength and “ raring”  to go- The 
section includes Sgt. P R IT C H A R D , L/Cph B EA V  S, 
Ptes. B A R T L E T T , C O L E S , L A M , B A IM B R ID G E ,

S M IT H  (33), S M IT H  (82), M IL B U R N  and 
P O L L A R D .

Last but not least we would like to wash L/Cpl. 
R O B E R T S , Ptes. S U L L IV A N , C H U R C H  and 
A D A M SO N  the very best of luck in Civvy Street.

CO M PA N Y CR ED IT S

I We say goodbye and good luck to Ptes. HAM- 
L IN G , BRO W N  (55), T H O M A S, STA M FO RD  
G E A R , N IC H O L SO N , M IL L A R D , K A T T E N - 
H O RN , C A M P B E L L , R A IN BO W , FAIRH EAD, 
S U L L IV A N , A D A M SO N , C H U R C H  and L/Cpl. 
R O B E R T S.

2. Pte. T IM M S  whose hearing has been getting 
worse with the number of exercises he goes on, has at 
last acquired a posting to H.Q. I (Br.) Corps at 
B IE L E F E L D . We hope he will settle down and enjoy 
the next four years in the Army.

3. Pte. B A IM B R ID G E  has escaped to the cookhouse. 
We have not yet heard what is his speciality. We are 
depending on him to give us “  Savoy Treatment 
this training season.

4. Cpl. B A R N E S  we hear is no longer eager to leant 
to swim, since his last dive. He is however, quite happy 
to live with his .45 bullet.

5. Congratulations to Sgt. M IL E S , Cpl. SHEAR
IN G , Cpl. M U L L E N D E R  and L/Cpl. R EYN O LD S 
on their promotions.

6. We were very sorry to see Sgt. S E A G E R  leave for 
civilian life, we wish him the very best of luck, and 
thank him for his enthusiastic work whilst in “ S ” 
Company. We also say goodbye to L/Cpl. CH ALM ERS.

7. We thank Pte. C A M P B E L L  very much for the nice 
Holy Bible he presented to the Company before leaving.

8. Well done L/Cpl. F L A N A G A N  and Pte. JOHNS 
in running so well in the Battalion cross country run.

9. M ajor C L A Y D E N , Sgt. P A R T R ID G E  and Sgt. 
T A R R Y  have been shooting for the Battalion .22 
rifle team.  _  ,

10. C .S .M . D O D K IN S, Sgt. P A R T R ID G E  and 
Sgt. T A R R Y  have been busily firing pistols into space, 
hoping that the odd bullet will stray on to the target. 
Apparently the best of them will represent the Battalion 
in this pastime.

1 1  We welcome the following to the Company: 
Ptes. JO H N S, H E A L E , A T K IN S O N , BUDD, 
CAPRO N , C L A Y T O N , H A F F N E R , HOW E, JONES, 
M cK E N Z IE , M cM IN N , P A T M O R E , ROBINSON, 
SH A R P, S M IT H  (33) and T O N E R . We promise to 
show them more of G E R M A N Y  as the months go by.

1 2. Boxing is foremost in our minds at the moment, 
we watched an excellent match against 24 Med. Regt- 
R .A . which the Battalion won by 7 bouts to 4. Lt. 
W A IT E  is to be congratulated on his team which apart 
from himself includes L/Cpl. C R E A S E R  and te. 
L A M  from the Company. Sgt. A R G E N T  on his 
return from leave has gone into training.

13 . Pte. C R O S K E L L  has at last “  wangled ”  a home 
posting and is residing at C A R L IS L E .

“  H .Q .”  CO M PAN Y
Since writing the last Journal notes the Company

weathered the annual administrative inspection

Christmas. The weeks of sordid drill paid off and 
resulted in a smart parade which was also a fitting fare
well to Col. N O LD A .

Christmas was observed with the usual festivities. 
The all-ranks dance was well attended and “  H .Q .”  
Company carried off most of the prizes in the Christmas 
draw. The full 20 per cent, of the Company went on 
leave and are just beginning to trickle back again.

Some new faces can be seen. C/Sgt. ST E W A R D  has 
left us for “  A  ”  Company, C/Sgt. S IM M O N S now 
fills his place. Cpl. HO A R E , the Company Clerk, is 
shortly to be demobbed. Pte. F L Y N N  is now taking 
over his unenviable task. Tw o more Regimental 
policemen adorn the guardroom, L/Cpl. C O U SIN S, 
ex-Foreign Legion, and L/Cpl. R A H M A T U L L A H , ex- 
“  A ”  Company. Amongst the last National Service draft 
to be released were Pte. A L L IG A N , the Company ac
commodation storeman and Pte. B E R R Y M A N , ration 
storeman. Ptes. B E N N E T T  and M A Y N A R D  now 
fill these positions.

In the overall placing for the Albuhera Shield, H.Q. 2 
came second and H .Q .i came sixth. The last cup to be 
fought for was the basketball cup, which H.Q. 1 won. 
Our best place in the Battalion cross-country run was 
gained by Pte. O’R IO R D A N  of the Signals Platoon, 
who came fourth. He is now training for the Battalion 
cross-country team. A  number of the Company have 
spent a week in the Harz Mountains at the Brigade 
ski hut. One young enterprising member of the Q.M. 
staff has made himself a pair of skis. Lets hope they 
don’t have to be used as splints !

Thanks to C/Sgt. ST E W A R D  we won the 1 1  Brigade 
Group minor units small-bore shooting competition 
and came second to “  H .Q.”  Company 1st Seaforths in 
the 2nd Division competition only 2 1 points behind !

A  thick layer of snow now covers the ground putting 
all sports grounds “  out of bounds.”  So we are looking 
forward to spring— and exercises ! !

Signal Platoon
With Christmas behind us we face i960, that mystic 

year when our new range of wireless sets will all be with 
us, by April 1 it is said, and we hope that the date is 
merely coincidental. C 4 2 S  were ready, so the book says, 
on December 1 last year; but that’s all we know. We 
did hear that the Q.M . has to ring up H.Q. 2  Division 
every Monday, first to tell them we are still using the 
old sets and then that we haven’t got the new—no 
doubt they are worried in case we find the odd new set 
in a W.D. surplus store in the Charing Cross Road! 
However, we fight on— 19 of the Platoon are in the 
third week of their cadre as we go to press, and the 
rifle company cadres continue a d  n a u s e a m .  Now our 
only worry is that all the new sets arrive as we go to 
SE N N EL A G E R .

The last quarter of 1959 proved fairly quiet though, 
as usual, the administrative inspection brought with it a 
fair amount of work. T he Colour-Sergeant went to 
town on the G  1098 kit giving it all a good coat of paint, 
though not in Regimental colours as some other people 
did! The cadre which finished prior to the formation 
exercises in October classified on December 15, 10 
passing out of the 12  who sat. Our deepest sympathy to

Ptes. C O L E S  and L L O Y D — neither of them ever 
wanted to be a control operator anyway. The new 
Brigade Signals Officer (also about 6 ft. 5 in. like his 
predecessor, but even broader) seemed quite pleased 
with the result. Wait till he sees the present cadre!

In November we held our first Platoon dinner in 
B A D  M U N D E R  with Capt. L A W R E N C E  and Sgt. 
P R IT C H A R D  as our guests. A  very successful even
ing was enjoyed by all including Pte. ED W A R D S, and 
proved as popular as our summer trip to H A M B U R G  
and that terrible night in H A N N O V ER . T he shouts o f 
“  lucky break ”  from the last to return, believed to be in 
the R .S .O .’s car, were not so well received. Next day. 
eight of our number left the Army— perhaps it was as 
well.

Congratulations to C p ls. M E P S T E A D  and 
S T E W A R T  on their promotion. L/Cpls. R A N D  and 
H A G G E R T Y  on their appointment after coming 
second and fourth on the N .C .O .s’ cadre, and to Pte. 
and M rs. SH O R T  on their marriage on Boxing Day— 
a good start! A  mention, also, for Pte. L L O Y D  who 
spent some of Christmas searching for escaped prisoners.

We have been well represented in Battalion sport, but 
chances of running Platoon teams are poor owing to the 
shortage of pitches. However, at football we have 
beaten both “  C  ”  and “  S  ”  Companies, admittedly at 
O .H .R. park which is a pitch that takes some getting to 
know and which w e  use every Friday. We have also 
beaten the “  H .Q .”  Company “  O. &  S .”  X I  at hockey 
in spite of the umpire. Ptes. CO X, H E S L IN , 
O ’R IO R D A N  and R A N D  have been playing soccer for 
the Battalion this season in either 1st or 2nd X Is, the 
R .S.O . (he is, o f course, the O .I.C.), Sgt. B R IG G S  and 
Pte. H A L L  (57) have played rugger, though Pte. 
S C O R G IE , when invited to join them, missed the 
transport, and Pte. A N D E R SO N  has played in the 
hockey 2nd X I. Pte. G IB B O N S is playing basketball 
for the Battalion, Pte. O’R IO R D A N  is in the cross
country team and Pte. H E S L IN  boxed for the Battalion 
in the last round of the Arm y Championship. A  good 
all-round effort.

Amongst the newer members we have a guitarist, Pte. 
C O N N ER , and harmaniac, Pte. K A D SH A W . M usi
cally the result is pleasing until Pte. E D W A R D S tries 
one of his “  T his would make Sinatra cry ”  impersona
tions. He now sleeps in the corridor fairly regularly. 
Whilst the rest of us enjoy the warmth of a barrack room; 
we are, of course, the last block on the central heating 
circuit and now sleep in winter kit—just watch the 
speed of our next turnout. T he cadre room is a very 
good winter training area.

At present the Platoon basks in the absence of the 
R .S.O ., who is taking a well-deserved leave.

In two weeks or so we say good-bye to the last of the 
Cyprus veterans— 52nd intake o f course! We leave the 
rest of the Platoon to see their way through the next 
training season which, we are sure, they will do with the 
utmost efficiency. Perhaps “  Pronto ”  will even find a 
journal note writer whose work he can continue to 
mutilate beyond recognition.

Finally, a warm welcome to the 17 new members of 
the Platoon, too numerous to mention, and good luck to 
the eight who leave us before the next journal appears.
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M .T. Platoon
Some 152,853 miles of Germany have passed under 

the wheels of the M .T . since your scribe last wrote these 
notes, and on the whole it has been an interesting period, 
as in that time we have passed through the annual 
administrative inspection, had a visit from the Brigade 
L .A .D . and the Central Servicing Team, and we are now 
engaged in the work of preparation for the C .I.V . 
inspection which will take place in the first week of 
February. New to the Platoon strength are Sgt. 
P R IT C H A R D  and Cpl. B R E N N A N , both of whom 
were soon on their way to the M .T . School at Borden, 
where we hope that matters M .T . will be given a little 
thought. We also wish to welcome to the Platoon Ptes. 
C H IL L IN G W O R T H , F L E T C H E R , T R O T T E R . 
H O P K IN S, B R U N IG E S , JA M IE S O N , M cY N T Y R E , 
P A G E . P A D G E T T , R O B I N S , R O W L A N D , 
S T O C K L E Y  and S U M P T E R , and for the R .E .M .E . 
Section Cfn. B IN N S . T o  all we wish a happy stay in 
the Platoon.

In the first week of February we expect to say hello 
to Sgt. P EP P E R C O R N , who is to replace Sgt. S M A L L S  
as big chief R .E .M .E ., to the former we can only say 
it was a good thing you have not had the experience of 
arriving at the start of January, as at that time we had 
chalk marks on all but two vehicles to the effect that 
they were V .O .R., and for the latter we hope that both 
he and M rs. S M A L L S  will enjoy a very pleasant stay in 
Hong Kong, and that liver salts are freely available. The 
cost of replacements has been very heavy and in the last 
three months 18 old faces have been lost to Civvy 
Street, chief of whom were Cpls. C O U SIN S , R IC E  
and A L D R ID G E , the latter’s departure has resulted in 
a noticeable decline in the beer consumption in Hameln 
and we feel Surrey has gained by an equally large in
crease. T o  them all we can only say that if the life out 
there is not up to the standard required we can always 
give you a bed to sleep in.

We wish to extend to L/Cpls. CO N N O R  and 
P U C K E Y  our congratulations upon their promotions 
and also to C/Sgt. W A L T E R S  and Sgt. B R IG G S  of 
the Signals Platoon, both of whom have been elevated 
to the ranks of Squadron Leader and Flight-Sergeant, 
this was in recognition of their efforts on the morning 
of the Commanding Officer’s pre-administrative inspec
tion and to which the M .T . Platoon were forced to be 
unwilling partners somewhere around 0430 hrs. It 
was somewhere around this time that the M .T .O . was 
observed checking up on flights to Siberia, we can only 
think that this action was prompted by the Brigade 
Commander’s remark on a certain polished dip-stick 
encountered upon his inspection of vehicles.

Cpl. M IN N E T T  has at long last been eased out of 
the seat of the Commanding Officer’s staff car, this 
following being eased off the Minden Road by a Volks
wagen, thus he now has the job of running the unit 
driving cadre, and we notice that he has bought a hat to 
cover the grey hairs that are starting to sprout, but with 
cause, as Pte. B O W LES would say, or Pte. P A D G E T T  
when speaking of a certain little black building in the 
Bridging Camp.

Pte. S U M P T E R  has the doubtful distinction of being

the only member of the Platoon who snores, so well, in 
fact, that over-night he managed to empty a very large 
barrack room, therefore he should not be surprised at 
his posting to the M .I. Room driving staff, to whom we 
wish many nights of doubtful sleep, and it is not true 
that Pte. F L E T C H E R  requires any instructions given 
to him that end with the words: "  Do I make myself 
perfectly clear, P A T ! ’ ’

And now we are facing up to the work of preparation 
for the C .I.V ., and as far as possible all transport has 
been grounded midst some very unfair comments from 
groups of walking soldiers, but never mind, perhaps we 
shall be able to live through the sea of kerosene and rags, 
find all the paint brushes, dust caps, ruby reds and fuses, 
three-ton, and live to fight another day. Then perhaps 
the M .T .O . will once again be able to sleep soundly. 
(Even if it is on Christmas Island.)

As a final note we wish to congratulate Sgt. and Mrs. 
E L S T O N  upon the new arrival to the E L S T O N  family, 
and we are still waiting to wet the baby’s head in the 
traditional manner.

CORPS OF DRUM S
Despite the loss of several of our number through 

demob, we were able to put on a really grand show for 
Col. N O L D A ’s farewell parade on November 2 1, 1 9 5 9 - 
T his took the form of the Regimental Band and the 
Corps of Drums beating Retreat on the Square in 
G O RD O N  Barracks. The gates were open to the public 
and a large crowd assembled and appeared to enjoy the 
performance.

Another event for us on the 2 is t  was the 2 is t birthday 
of “  Ginger ”  M A R Q U ISS, and after the parade we all 
moved to the “  Scorpion ”  to celebrate. In December we 
were all preoccupied with places for our leave, and by 
the 20th all but a handful were away.

On the sports field and in the gym the Drums have 
been as active as usual. Several of our number have 
represented “  H .Q.”  Company at football and basket
ball. Notably: Drms. S A F F IN  and M A RSH A LL, 
who play both; B A R N E S  and M A SO N , football; 
Cpl. H A R T , M E A R S, W A T T S and PUM PH REY, 
basketball.

We would like to give a very' warm welcome to Cpl. 
H A R T  who rejoins us after three years’ absence, having 
served previously in the Drums in Austria and Cyprus. 
We also welcome Drm. D AW SO N , who joins us from 
Brigade Depot at Canterbury where he was Junior 
Drum-Major. H e  is now on a potential N .C.O .s cadre 
and we wish him success.

Once again we have to say good-bye to a large number 
of stalwarts who have served their time in the Drums. 
Cpls. SE X T O N  and H EA TH , Drms. SAFFIN , 
T H O M A S, S U M B L E R , H OW ARD and D ELAN EY 
and L/Cpl. D A V IS  now we hope fully recovered.

BAND
Since the last appearance of the Band notes so much 

has happened to the Band and its members that our re
counting of the events should be sufficient to produce 
the expected amount— I hope.

Like all members of the Battalion, we had our full
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share of pre-admin inspections, plus all the intensive 
preparation which filled the weeks before November 20 
—a date welcomed with relief by all members of the 
Band. It was to prove a short relief, however, because 
between then and January 2, i960, the Band’s services 
were required at no less than five annual administrative 
parades of other units in our area and, although it was 
unanimously agreed that they made no such demand on 
us as did our own admin parade, as the days got colder 
so the dubious joys of the barrack Squares— however 
small—became even more dubious!

Towards the end of October we welcomed back 
L Cpl. R O U T L E D G E  and Bdsm. H A Z E L L , returning 
from an “  exhausting ”  year at Kneller Hall, the former 
even more reluctant to return to us so soon after the 
birth of his son— for which we all profferred our con
gratulations. At the same time we were able to welcome 
a new member to the Band from Canterbury, Bdsm. 
B U T LE R , a percussionist.

The Band concert at the Weserbergland Festhalle 
on Thursday, November 12 , proved a great success, 
much to everybody’s relief and surprise. The pro
gramme was well balanced, containing concert marches, 
folk songs, popular music, and some dazzling displays 
of virtuosity by our solo musicians. We are now hoping 
that the concert will have proved a sufficiently good 
advertisement to the Band to ensure a large number of 
engagements in the surrounding districts this summer!

On Saturday, November 2 1, the Band performed a 
farewell Retreat for the outgoing C.O., Lt.-Col. 
NOLDA, who was to hand over his command to 
Lt.-Col. B A T T Y E  early the following week. The 
weather was kind to us, and the show was obviously 
enjoyed by a large gathering from the town.

December saw the usual, but thankfully short, 
cross-country running season, in which most Bandsmen 
stoically but unwillingly enjoy a bit of fresh air, although 
quite a few were somewhat picturesque in their im
pressions and descriptions of this sport! Nevertheless, 
six members of the Band “  found ”  themselves in the 
“  H.Q.”  Company team, with results that should not 
be dwelt upon too searchingly!

The Christmas period gave the dance band its busiest 
and most profitable period, and for several engagements, 
notably the all ranks’ dance and the Christmas draw, it 
was supplemented by various other members of the 
Band, thereby being transformed into a full 13-piece 
dance orchestra—fortunately nobody was superstitious!

The Christmas engagements were no sooner over than 
the leader of the dance band, Sgt. ABURRO W , proudly 
announced the birth of his first child— a son. He tells 
us that its embouchure is good, but that it can’ t get hold 
of a clarinet, and has, as yet, no signs of the fabulous 
“ Aburrow chin.”

And so the Band was able to go on a much-earned 
leave on January 6— two of its members, Cpl. JA C K SO N  
and L/Cpl. A D K IN , to get married on the following 
Saturday, the rest of us to enjoy what can hardly be 
described as a rest—but then who rests on leave! It 
has recently come to light that Bob G R E E N , now 
spending a year in Kneller Hall, also took it into his head 
to get married, so bachelors are becoming even scarcer 
in the Band, especially in view of Bdsm. E L D R E D  s

COL. N O LD A’S DEPARTURE  
The team from the W .O.s’ and Sergeants’ Mess 
about to draw  Col. N olda’s car from the barracks

marriage last November to a H A M E L N  girl, thereby 
strengthening Anglo-German relations.

In bringing this rather eventful article to a close, a 
postscript can now be added to the matter mentioned in 
the last Band notes. There, the sudden increase in 
Band transport was advanced as a reason for the B .M . 
being unable to park his new A  40 in the mornings. 
The B .M . now has no such difficulty . . . !

W.O.’s AN D  SER G EA N T S’ M ESS
The period with which these notes are concerned has 

been a particularly busy one, taking in the annual 
administrative inspection, Christmas, New \e a r  festivi
ties and the fair amount of travelling the darts and 
snooker teams have to do in competing against the 
other Messes in 1 1  Brigade Group.

In November, Lt.-Col. D. C. L . N O LD A , o . b . e . .  
was our guest of honour at dinner, prior to his de
parture. The Sergeants’ Mess w-ish him every success 
in his new appointment and we all look forward to 
seeing him in the not too distant future.

Lt.-Col. I .  H. B A T T Y E , m . b .e . ,  arrived in 
H A M E L N  during the same evening and was persuaded 
to* come to the Mess for a brief visit, despite having 
arrived quite late in the evening after a long and tiring 
road drive, so the Mess members were able to bid 
farewell to the outgoing Colonel and welcome the in
coming one at the same time. M ay we take this oppor
tunity of wishing Col. B A T T Y E  and his family a very 
happy and successful tour with the Battalion in Germany.

M ajor P. L . P E A R C E  G O U L D  was also present at 
dinner. He has recently presented the Mess with a 
magnificent silver statuette, “ A  man of Albuhera,”  
depicting a soldier of that period—a possession which 
we will always treasure.

The Christmas festivities began with the Christmas 
draw on December 20, and was a great success due to 
the efforts of a hard working committee. C  Sgt. and

C
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M rs. M IC H E L  had a bumper evening and had to send 
for the duty truck to load up all the loot!

Christmas Day began in traditional manner with the 
Mess members serving tea and rum to the men of their 
respective Companies at Reveille. One of our C .S.M .s, 
who shall remain nameless, has since suffered a certain 
amount of embarrassment when it was subsequently 
discovered that he had given the full treatment to an 
absentee who had chosen to sleep in a different Company 
block for the night! Good will (and rum) to all.

Before serving the dinner in the dining-hall we were 
the guests of the officers for the customary Christmas 
drink in their Mess.

On New Year’s Eve we had a ball in the Mess to 
which we were pleased to receive the Commanding 
Officer and M rs. B A T T Y E , the officers and their ladies. 
Everyone enjoyed an extremely good party. C/Sgt. 
M IC H E L  had little difficult in representing Old Father 
Tim e, and Sgt. P R IT C H A R D  looked every inch the 
new-born babe, though his bottle contained pretty 
strong “  milk.”  A credit must be given to Q .M .S. 
M E D L O C K  who produced such a succulent buffet for 
the occasion.

T h e last quarter has produced the usual spate of 
changes in that Sgt. S E A G E R  has gone back to civilian 
life in South Africa, his last military duty being to 
command the Battalion main quarter-guard on the day 
of the annual administrative inspection. Sgt. K E R R  
went off to join the 8th Battalion and he was followed 
by Sgt. T A Y L O R , who has now started a tour with the 
7th Battalion.

Congratulations to C .S .M . JE S S U P  (“  D ”  Com
pany) and Sgts. Y O U N G  and M IL E S  on their pro
motion.

Congratulations are also extended to Sgt. and Mrs. 
E L S T O N  upon the birth of their first-born son on 
Christmas Day, and more recently to C .S .M . and Mrs. 
W R IG H T  upon the arrival of their addition to the 
family.

SPORT
Boxing has dominated the sporting scene this quarter, 

and by reaching the semi-finals of the Army competition 
the team has done splendidly. Congratulations to Lt. 
W A IT E , S .I . PO O LE, Cpl. O’ RAW E, and all those 
who have fought in the various rounds, an outstanding 
effort. We have been less successful with our football 
and rugger, being knocked out in the early stages of 
both Arm y Cup competitions; however, in spite of 
results, there seems to be a good spirit in both teams. 
T h e Football X I  lacks a general on the field to unite 
their individual efforts, and the rugger X V  has yet to 
solve their three-quarter problems.

Hockey is having a successful season; the team has 
only been beaten by a German club in H A N N O V ER  
and is already through the first round of the Army Cup. 
T h e cross-country team has been training hard for the 
Brigade competition and the basketball team are prac
tising hard for the Divisional knock-out on February 8. 
Ski-ing also is much in evidence though the training 
facilities here are limited, and against the gladiators 
who spend three months in Austria we can but show 
the flag— and perhaps copy them next year.
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Individually, we must congratulate Lt. CHEESM AN 
on being selected to play in the first B.A .O .R . rugger 
trial, Cpl. O ’RA W E for continuing to add to his boxing 
laurels, and Capt. L L O Y D  who at eight hours’ notice 
boxed at heavyweight for the Battalion team in the 
Brigade final. He last boxed in Cyprus in 1954. Also 
a word of thanks to Pte. O ’B R IE N , who, apart from 
playing football and hockey for the Battalion, has 
reorganised the Battalion sports store and devoted a lot 
of his spare time to seeing our teams are properly 
equipped and turned out.

Soccer
This has been a disappointing period for football. 

Our defence has time and again proved quite able to 
hold the opposition, but we have been unable so far to 
produce a forward line capable of scoring the necessary 
goals. We have some good players in our ranks such 
as L/Cpl. P E A K  in goal, and Ptes. BRO W N (“  C ” 
Company), CO X, S T A N B R O U G H  and WOOD. We 
are sorry to lose C/Sgt. W A L T E R S , who has worked 
hard at coaching our team. His partisan refereeing 
added yet another unexpected touch to our practice.

In the Army Cup we were drawn against 3 Royal 
Tanks. It was an extremely hard-fought game, but the 
final result ( 1— 4) was indicative of their superiority. 
T he other match of note was against our neighbours, 
43 Field Park Squadron, R .E . It was a friendly match 
played on an iron-hard pitch, and both teams excelled 
themselves, but it emphasised our need to weld the 
forwards together so that they can take advantages 
quicker and know each others’ whereabouts.

Far from despairing, we are already looking forward 
to next season. Many of the team will still be with us. 
We have the keenness and the enthusiasm. All we 
need is the skill.

ALBU H ER A FO O TBALL
This was a keenly-fought competition which we 

managed to play off before Christmas, thus beating the 
ice and snow. “  A  ”  Company were the winners, with
C .S.M . B E A L E  either on the touch line or putting on a 
crashing performance at back. “ A ”  Company s per
formance is especially creditable as they are not blessed 
with a wealth of talent but played hard and intelligently.

The final results were: 1st, “ A ”  Company; 2nd, 
“ B ”  Company; 3rd, “ S ”  Company; 4th, H.Q. L 
5th, “  C  ”  Company; 6th, H.Q. 2.

RUGGER
The October exercises over, the rugger season con

tinued with a return match with R .A .F . Sharfoldendor 
whom we had previously beaten in our first match of the 
season. We fielded an “  S ”  side and they produced a 
stronger team beating us easily 2 1— 6. On the following 
Wednesday, we played 94 Locating Regiment R.A. at 
very short notice—we fielded our strongest team but lost 
a hard and clean game 5— 16. Against 1st GLO STERb 
at H A M E L N  on October 3 1, we suffered our heaviest 
defeat of the season although we were playing without 
seven of our regular players, three of whom were playing 
for the Division in P A R IS . After further defeats by

7 Signals Regiment and 19 Field Regiment R .A ., both 
after a hard struggle, the forwards were beginning to get 
a little despondent and fed up with all their opponents 
telling them what a splendid pack they were and leaving 
a lot unsaid ! However, in spite of our appalling lack 
of three-quarter talent that has been our worry through
out the season they certainly won us our first round 
Army Cup match when we beat 2 Signals Regiment 
I3—8. The forwards did not dominate the play as 
expected but some good defensive tackling and good 
running by Cpl. F IN N IS  gave us a long awaited 
victory.

On November 14, the second X I  had their first 
fixture beating A ir Support Signal Unit 15— 8. Capt. 
LLO YD  who had just returned to the Battalion proved 
an able leader and played a good game in spite of his lack 
of wind !

On November 23, we played 1 S.W .B. in the second 
round of the Army Cup at home. We lost by 2 1— o, 
but the team in fact played 100 per cent, better than at 
any other time this season. The Battalion turned out in 
force to support the team and in spite of our opponent’s 
prowess for the first 20 minutes they were pinned firmly 
in their own half and we were unlucky not to score two 
penalties. At half time we were eight points down 
but towards the end of the second half their three- 
quarters seemed to get into their stride and in spite of 
some magnificent tackling by Cpl. F IN N IS  and Bdsm. 
CO LEM AN  and the wing forwards they crossed our 
line three times. The forwards played exceptionally 
well and dealt competently with our opponent’s attempts 
to liven things up a little in the loose mauls.

Since our match with 1 S.W .B. we have never been 
able to field our strongest side due in part to leave and 
injuries and to the priority of other sports. Cpl. 
F IN N IS  has returned to England to continue his 
pentathlon training, Bdsm. C O LE M A N  is now playing 
for the Battalion soccer X I  at centre-forward and 2 Lts. 
L O F T IN G  and C O W IN G  are invariably playing 
hockey. However, Sgt. M IL E S  left the soccer team 
and is now strengthening our three-quarter line, and 
Ptes. JO H N S and K E R R I SON in their first season have 
already played for the Battalion.

On December 5, we fielded two X V s for the first time 
this season—to prove that we have 30 players if nothing 
else ! Both teams drew 6 all, which was a great personal 
triumph for Sgt. B R IG G S  captaining the second X V  for 
the first time, and for Battalion three-quarters in general 
who in spite of the constant moans of the scrum are 
improving.

The weather has played havoc with our fixtures since 
then and most of our stars are on leave. We should be 
playing seriously again by mid February and throughout 
March we have both first and second X V  fixtures each 
Saturday. All results have not been exactly startling 
but at no time have we cancelled a fixture for shortage 
of players.

Congratulations to Lt. C H E ESM A N  on being 
selected to play in the first B.A .O .R . trial and captaining 
the 2nd Division side; to Capt. M cM A N U S and 2 Lt. 
G O RIN G for plaving for 2nd Division in P A R IS  (the 
latter again in B E R L IN ) and to Capt. LA W R EN C E , 
the grand old man of the side for providing both op

ponents and spectators with some very entertaining 
forward play. Mention too must be made of L/Cpl. 
O’G O R M A N  the most improved player outside the 
scrum this year, Pte. W OOD whose tackling is a lesson 
to us all and Pte. H A L L  (57) who may not know all the 
rules but is never happier than when eight forwards are 
bearing down upon him. Finally, a special mention 
for our handful of regular spectators, both male and 
female who brave the elements to cheer us on, please 
bring your friends next time— and Major P EA R C E  
G O U L D  who has refereed all our home games this season 
is very much fitter than most of the team !

Results since O C T O B E R  24, are:
V S  ” X V  v .  R .A .F . Shafo ldendorf 
1 st X V  v .  94  C oe. R egt- R .A . . .
“ S  ”  X V  v .  1 G losters (1st X V ) . .
1 st  X V  v . 7 S igs. R eg t......................
1 st X V  v . 19 F ield  R egt. R .A . . .
1st X V  v .  2 S igs. R egt. (A rm y Cup)
2nd X V  v .  1 A .S .S .U ..........................
1st X V  v .  1 S.VV.B. (A rm y C up)
“ S  ” X V  t’. i R .H .B . “ S  ” X V  
1st X V  v .  7 Sigs. Rdgt.
2nd X V  v .  654  L t. A c. S q n . A .A .C . 
1st X V  v .  2  S igs. R egt. . .

6—21
5— 16 
0— 34 
8— 14
6— 17

13—8
15— 8 
o—21 
3— 14

L ost 
L ost 
L ost  
L ost  
L ost 
W on  
W on  
L ost 
L ost 
D raw n  6— 6 
D raw n 6— 6 
W'on

BOXING
T he season started with the Albuhera novices boxing 

competition, held on November 2, 3, 4 and 6. The 
standard proved to be quite good and many hard fights 
were contested. “  B ”  Company gained an easy victory, 
the final scorers being: "  B ”  Company, 1 1 3 ;  “ C ”  
Company, 83; “  H .Q .”  2 Company, 4 ; “  S ”  Company, 
40; “  A  ”  Company, 29; “  H .Q.”  1 , 29. The winners 
were as follows:
F ly  . .  
Feather  
B antam  
L igh t
L ight W’elter  
W elter  
L ig h t M id d le  
M iddle  
L igh t H ea v y  
H eavy

P te. K E L L Y  ( “ H .Q ."  1)
P te. H E A L E  (“ H .Q .” 1)
P te. S E A R L E  ( “ B ")
Pte. H U R S T  C‘ B ” )
P te. K A T T E N H O R N  (“ S  ” ) 
P te. C O C K S  (“  C  ” )
P te. B R A IM E  (“ B  ")
P te. S E A T O R Y  ( “ B ") 
L /C p l. S T E V E N S O N  (" B ” ) 
P te. S IL V E R M A N  (“  B ” )

Cpl. O’ RAW E and Pte. L O C K E , both from “ B ”  
Company gave us a very well boxed exhibition contest.

So far this season has been most successful, we have 
reached the semi-final of the B.A .O .R . team champion
ships to be boxed on February 4, i960. In the earlier 
rounds we defeated the 1st Battalion the Royal Lincoln
shire Regiment and 24 Medium Regiment Royal 
Artillery, both by 7 bouts (18 points) to 4 (15  points). 
In the quarter finals our opponents, the 9th Queen’s 
Lancers could not raise a team and so we gained a 
walkover.

We welcome this year to the team two boxers from the 
Queen’s Royal Regiment, Ptes. L O C K E  and E N D A - 
C O T T , both of “  B ”  Company, who have both shown 
us how to box and train. Cpl. O’ R-AWE still represents 
the Army and does a sterling task training and helping 
all the boxers. Whilst he takes care of that side S .I. 
PO O LE gets us fit and the word "c ircu it training”  
has just to be mentioned to produce looks of fatigue 
and strain on the faces of all.

Our thanks go to the 2 lC  for his tremendous help in 
obtaining kit and arranging very last-minute leave. We 
now hope to reach England for the Army finals on 
March 3, i960.
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T he following are members of the Battalion boxing 
team: L t. W A IT E , Sgt. A R G E N T  (“  S  ” ), Cpls.
O’RA W E (“ B ” ), B U R FO R D  (“ C ” ), and SH A V E  (“ B” ), 
L/Cpl. C R E A S E R  (“ S ” ), P U C K E Y  (“  H .Q.” ), Ptes. 
H E A L E  (“ S ” ), L O C K E  (“ B ” ), E N D A C O T T  ("B ” ), 
S IL V E R M A N  ( "B ” ), H U R S T  ( "B ” ), B IR C H  (“ A ” ), 
T H O M A S (96) (” B” ), H O R R ID G E  (“ A ” ), H E S L IN  
(“  H .Q.” ), K E L L Y  (“  H.Q.” ).

H O C KEY

A s we hoped, the Battalion team has so far had a 
successful season. We have yet to be beaten by a 
military unit, although it has been very close on one or 
two occasions. T he team sometimes not always 100 
per cent, fit makes up for it with plenty of skill.

Our only defeat has been the Deutscher Club at 
H A N N O V ER  who, besides giving us a very pleasant 
afternoon, gave many of us food for thought with their 
dashing play.

In the first round of the Army Cup we had to play 
19 Field Regiment, R .A . Having beaten them sub
stantially before Christmas we were not unduly 
worried. On the day a mixture of the after Christmas 
feeling and strange conditions gave all present many 
anxious moments, finally we won 2 1.

The team has remained basically the same for most 
matches. Bdsm. W A L L W O R K , a new face, has im
proved as the season has progressed and partners 
2/Lt. C O W IN G  at back. R .S .M . M c M IL L A N  has 
now retired from the front line to half-back. T he Sgt. 
LEAT-Bandm aster JA C K S O N  combination continues 
to provide the team with most of its goals, and always
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looks dangerous. Sgt. T A Y L O R  leaves us for the U.K. 
but M ajor B E L L E R S  has filled his place, thus prevent
ing a problem.

At the time of writing the Band are on leave and 
different people are disappearing on courses but, with 
luck, success should continue.

STO P PR ESS

B o x i n g .— In the B .A .O .R . Semi-Finals the Battalion 
lost to 1 st Royal Scots by 7 bouts to 4. It was a very 
hard-fought match and the result might well have gone 
the other way. Congratulations to Pte. Heale, Cpl. 
O’Rawe, Pte. Lock and Pte. Endacott on their successes 
and to Cpl. Shave for a very fine fight with Pte. 
M cGuinness, who represents the Army and whom he 
very nearly beat. We now wait to fight 1st Seaforths to 
decide the 2nd Divisional Championships.

B a s k e t b a l l .— Battalion team won the Brigade Group 
Competition and goes forward to the B.A .O .R . Meeting 
on February 23. With their new boots wc wish them 
success.

H o c k e y .—We have got through our 2nd Round match 
though only by the skin of our teeth and M ajor Clay den’s 
shins. The next round is in Berlin at the beginning 
of March.

P e n t a t h l o n .— Congratulations to Cpl. Finnis on 
winning the Inter-Services Tetrathlon match held at 
R .A .F . station Halton on February' 5 and 6. We wish 
him continued success in the Tem pler Cup Pistol 
Competition and in the pre-Olympic match in Rome in 
April.

D e p o t  No t e s
E D ITO R IA L

T he Depot, like some Irish drinking house, is full of 
people who pop in to ask “  when do you close? ” , and it 
must be put on record for all those interested that we do 
not know. We have applied for an extension until as 
late as possible and hope even then to go on “  after 
hours.”  Things are afoot on Bittacy Hill, as the army of 
men with theodolites, tapes and poles prove, but most 
of the activity is centred on 10 Command Workshops 
and not ourselves. Possibly we have driven the sur
veyors off by our persistent attempts to enlist them as 
Regular soldiers.

T he plan, as we understand it, is to demolish the 
militia huts (Col. Browne is horrified) and to build in 
their place a barracks to house a W .R .A .C . Battalion. 
It is indeed a pity that we shall not be here to make full 
use of the additional facilities thus offered.

We understand that this project has priority and must 
be completed by December 1961. For once we do not 
object to the idea of “  ladies first.

The Home Postal Depot Royal Engineers will even

tually take over our barracks, having broken out of their 
present camp at Wormwood Scrubs. Here again there 
are plans to do a certain amount of building, but these 
exist only in the architect’s mind at present.

T he New Year, which was expected to bring with it a 
rundown of National Servicemen, has, in fact, brought 
news of even larger intakes. In February and March 
we shall have over 200 recruits under training. Not all 
of them, regrettably', destined for our Battalion. The 
problems of housing and feeding such a number are 
proving small compared with those of training them. 
In fact the manpower juggling required to reinforce this 
Depot and at the same time to staff the Brigade Depot 
is beyond solution on normal Arm y forms. The Com 
manding Officer has been seen with a book of Little- 
woods permutations, and we all wish him luck with t 
more practicable solution.

How lucky was the Grand Old Duke of ^ ork 
ten thousand men and no Records Office: When e
was up, he was up, and when he was down, he was 
down.”
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It is probably now well known that the Depot is under 
new management and that M ajor Hutchings has come 
to command and R .S .M . Bartle to rule. There is a 
smile on the face of the Adjutant at last, now that these 
key men do not remember “  how it was done last year.
A  certain section o f the congregation was recently 
observed in the Regimental Chapel to be singing 
“ Abide with M e ”  with more gusto than you would 
have thought their M ill Hill sulphur-choked lungs 
would allow.

“  Change and decay in all around I see.”  The names 
of those who sang “  amen ”  were noted.

Finally a word to show that we still have the interests 
of the recruits at heart. A  high-pressure salesman who 
visited recently “  sold ”  us a new device for spreading 
polish “  lightly and evenly and without fuss.”  The idea 
is that you perform this task standing up and not on all 
fours. (Sgt. Moran cannot understand the value in this, 
but he likes to see polish spread like Good King 
Wenceslas’s snow— deep and crisp and even.) The 
device, which looked frail, was subjected to the Com
manding Officer’s weight, and withstood this severe 
test. Accordingly', one was bought for user trials. The 
R.S.M ., in order to give the device a fair trial, explained 
the workings to an Orderly Room white-collar worker, 
and like a good instructor he demonstrated afterwards.
“  It came apart in my hands, S ir.”  The manufacturer 
will live to regret the day he guaranteed his invention for 
12 months.

T R A IN IN G  CO M PAN Y
This quarter has seen the arrival of two more National 

Service intakes, the 60th and 61st, and the passing-out 
parades of the 59th and 60th intakes each with their 
quota of regular soldiers starting the long, slippery 
climb to their personal summits.

These intakes were, as usual, our chief preoccupations 
and formed the back cloth on which our many' other 
activities were superimposed. This last quarter of the 
year, we always fondly hope, should be spent in quiet 
reflection upon the ageing year and be uninterrupted by 
any' untoward occurrences so that, at its close, we can sit 
back and revel in the indulgences of Christmas.

It is possible to say this time that, at least, we have not 
had our tempers ruined by the annual administrative 
inspection as was the case last year, or that we were 
overrun by too great a burden of National Servicemen 
to train as is going to be the chief story to relate in the 
next notes. Nevertheless, this quarter did have its 
moments of pressure as will be seen.

It started with a bang for some members of the 
Company who assembled on October 2, for another 
R .S.M . cadre. These cadres are designed to equip 
the young N.C.O .s for their day-to-day Regimental 
duties and to help the training N .C.O .s in their job of 
inculcating the essence of drill into sleepy' civilians. 
One of its main effects, perhaps, is to blow away the 
cobwebs from these potential instructors themselves so 
that they can see clearly' in their future tasks.

We have had the usual spate of cadets visiting the 
depot—we like having them and we alway's hope some 
of the boys will eventually see the light and join us when 
they are old enough. Most of these visits are controlled
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completely by cadet-force officers and all that Training 
Company is required to do is to provide facilities. 
However, there was one weekend drill course where we 
provided all the instruction, and in spite of many 
difficulties arising from the differing sizes and experience 
of the cadets, they voted it a success at the end, which 
says much for Sgt. Power’s patience and ability as a 
teacher.

Polling day passed unnoticed in Training Company, 
partly because it was a working day and partly because 
most of us are still too young to play an active part. 
Nevertheless there were distinct signs of dark patches 
under the eyes of many of the senior ranks after a night 
of vigilance spent glued to the television screen.

T his was merely a prelude to a far more memorable 
day. On October 14, we discarded our Regimental cap 
badge in favour of the Home Counties Brigade one. 
Polling days come and go but only once in a hundred 
years or so do we go so far as to change our cap badge.

Other changes were also in the wind. L t. Deakin 
came to us in place o f L t. Lloyd, a new Commanding 
Officer, M ajor Hutchings, succeeded Major Battve and 
R .S .M . Kenrick gave way to R .S .M . Bartle in in
fluencing our lives from above. With these changes in 
personality came new ideas. For the first time in our 
history the toe caps of our boots lost their gleam as 
“  bulling ”  was abolished in favour of the issue brush. 
M any sighs of relief were heard but it was suprising how 
many o f the older ones amongst us felt an almost 
intangible nostalgia for tfre rigours of the past.

The aim of this really sensible reform is to comply 
with the spirit of the War Office policy which is to cut 
out time wasted on unnecessary' spit and polish and 
occupy it more profitably.

On October 30, the majority- of Training Company 
attended the Regimental Reunion at the Seymour Hall. 
Special late passes were issued to the senior intake and 
everyone enjoyed a most successful evening’s enter
tainment.

Guy Fawkes’s day this year was the cause of a terrible 
accident involving C .S .M . Burgess. Whilst he was en
tertaining the Depot children with his usual splendid 
firework display, one of the fireworks caught fire while 
still in his pocket. He was very- badly burned and in 
fact is still in hospital making a slow recovery- as these 
notes are written. Our greatest sympathy goes to Mrs. 
Burgess and her family but it is heartening to report that 
the Sergeant Major’s complete recovery is now assured, 
although it may take some few weeks yet.

A  number of the officers and senior ranks of the 
Depot attended the Field of Remembrance Ceremony 
at Westminster Abbey and, on the following day. the 
customary- service and wreath-laying ceremony was held 
at the Depot. Both o f these occasions are invariably 
moving in their solemnity and it is very- pleasant to see 
so many old comrades here and at the Abbey who came 
to honour those who have gone before.

Naturally, the most powerful memories o f this 
quarter are the Christmas festivities. Lt. Deakin in 
conjunction with the N A A F I manageress laid on a most 
amusing Children’s party. T he Disney cartoons shown 
were some of the best your correspondent has seen and 
certainly appealed at least as much to the parents as they

D
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did to the children who w ere enthralled by  them . T h e  
tea w as alm ost too exciting and Father C hristm as did not 
disappoint anyone.

T h e  C hristm as dinner in the m en ’s d ining hall was 
w ell up to S g t. B an k ’ s usual standard and the service by  
a crow d o f slightly undisciplined officers and sergeants 
did nothing to destroy its excellence. A fter this 
experience all w e could m anage to do w as stagger o ff on 
C hristm as leave and to m ore excesses at home.

T h ere  have been an unusual num ber o f changes in 
the perm anent staff recently and it is regretted that all o f 
them are not m entioned here. H ow ever, w e in T rain in g  
C om pany w ere particularly sorry to say  goodbye to 
C p l. H erbert w ho has put so m uch energy into his job  
as training N .C .O . and on the sports field.

On the outer fringes o f the C om pany go C /Sgts. 
M arkham  and H ockley to civilian  life, L /C p l. Stevens 
and Pte. Castle to the is t  Battalion and L /C p l. A rn ey, 
Ptes. H apgood and B arber back to their old life at the 
end o f their N ational Service. W e w ish  them  all good 
fortune for the future.

In  their place w e w elcom e especially to T ra in in g  
C om pany S g t. L lo y d  and C pls. Sm ith , Bennett and 
C airns from  the is t  Battalion. A lso  w e have taken on a 
considerable num ber o f N ational Servicem en from  
intakes to fill gaps in our ranks. T o  all these we w ish 
a h appy term  at this D epot.

F in a lly  our congratulations go to Sgt. A m b ler and 
C p l. V in cen t on their prom otions.

T h e  59th Intake passed out on Frid a y , N ovem ber 13 . 
T h e  Inspecting O fficer w as FTis W orship  the M ayo r o f 
Tottenham , C ouncillo r A . B . D avies, J .P . T h e  follow ing 
recruits w on p rizes :—

Best A ll-R o u n d  R ecru it 23639002 Pte. G . J .  W hite
Best R egu lar R ecru it . .  2370 8 534  Pte. K .  C . H a n e y
Best R ifle  S h o t. . . . 23639002 Pte. G . J .  W hite
B est L .M .G . Sh ot and 

H ighest P hysical E ffi
ciency . • • • 236389 9 1 Pte. R . G ibbon s
T h e  60th Intake passed out on T u e sd a y , D ecem ber

22. T h e  C om m anding O fficer, M ajo r R . D . H utchings, 
acted as Inspecting O fficer because the M ayo r o f 
Tw icken h am  had to cancel his attendance. It  w as a w et 
day and the parade w as held in the gym nasium .

T h e  prizes w ere as fo llo w s :- 
Best A ll-R o u n d  R ecru it
Best R egu lar R ecru it 
Best R ifle  Sh ot 
Best L .M .G . Sh ot . . 
H ighest Physical E ffic ie n cy .

23639003 Pte. S . W hite 
2 3 7 3 6 10 5  Pte. H ugm an 
23646 16 0  Pte. D olan 
236 4 6 17 7  Pte. W helan 
236 4 6 17 6  Pte. W arren

O FFIC ER S’ M ESS
W e reported briefly on our E lection  D ay  party on 

Dctober 8 in our last issue.
On O ctober 1 1  P eter B ellers, whom  w e have seen little 

>f lately, cam e to lunch. Jo h n  M oore stayed the follow- 
ng w eekend, and, on O ctober 2 1 ,  M ike  D eakin  joined 
h e  D ep ot staff.

T h e  C ity  o f L o n don  School C .C .F . came here for 
A'eekend train ing from  O ctober 23 -25  and three o f their 
officers lived in the M ess. W e have got to know  them 
well now , and are alw ays glad to see them .

C ol. M erv yn  C raw ford , from  over the border, came 
to lunch on O ctober 27  : w e don’t often see him  these 
days either.

H ugh  E van s, w ho has got a new jo b  w ith  the same 
firm , stayed here fo r a tim e w hilst seeking suitable 
accom m odation in London.

M ajo r H utchings came at the beginning o f N ovem ber, 
his w ife  rem aining in G erm an y until he had settled here 
and taken over com m and o f the D epot, w hich he did on 
N ovem ber 1 1 .

T h re e  C adets from  San dh urst cam e to lunch and tea 
on N ovem ber 4.

On N ovem ber 5 we had a guest night w ith  the Lord 
Lieutenant, S ir  Frederick  H andley Page, the Chairman 
and C lerk  o f M idd lesex  C ounty C ouncil, M r. G . A. 
Pargiter and M r. K en n eth  G oodacre, L t .-C o l. A . G. 
H eyw ood ( G .i  T rain in g , London D istrict) and Lt.-C ol. 
A . A . S . Faw ssett (Rhodesia H ouse) as our guests. 
T h ree  others invited w ere unfortunately not able to 
accept.

On N ovem ber 7 there w as a goodly gathering at the 
Fie ld  o f Rem em brance at W estm inster, and the follow
ing day w e had the usual R em em brance D ay service and 
cerem ony here, after w hich all ex-m em bers o f the 
Regim ent w ho attended, together w ith  their w ives and 
fam ilies, w ere entertained in the O fficers’ M ess.

Frid ay , N ovem ber 13 ,  passing-out parade. The 
M ayo r o f Tottenham , C oun cillo r A . J .  D avies, took the 
salute, and he and his T o w n  C lerk  lunched in the Mess.

Ian  B attye left on N ovem ber 19  to take over com
m and o f the xst Battalion, he left his w ife  behind, too; 
she w ent on N ovem ber 27 to jo in  in H am eln.

On N ovem ber 25 C apt. K . F . N eeves, R .E . ,  came to 
live w ith  us perm anently, or at least until w e go, or his 
appointm ent at the W ar Office ceases. T h e  three City 
o f London School C .C .F . Officers w ere w ith  us again 
the fo llow ing w eekend.

O ur old friend C ol. Faw cus, recently returned from 
H ong K o n g  w here he was C h ief Engineer, H.Q. 
Fare lf, came to lunch on N ovem ber 28.

O n D ecem ber 2, G en . Bucknall, M ajor Hutchings 
and C apt. C rum ley  had the honour o f dining w ith  the 
L o rd  Lieutenant at the G u ildh all. T h e  dinner was 
given by  S ir  Frederick  to T h e  M idd lesex  Regim ent and 
the M idd lesex  T errito ria l A rm y and A u xiliary  Forces 
Association. T h e  Colonel o f the Regim ent w as un
fortunately unable to accept the invitation.

“  Stum ps ”  G reen  and K en  C layden stayed here at 
the beginning o f D ecem ber, as also did C apt. Banks, 
Lancash ire  Fusiliers, w ho relieved our old friend 
Fitzpatrick  as P .S .O . “  F itz  ”  was going to Yorkshire, 
but rum our has it that he now m oves to A ldershot.

A  C ertificate “ A ”  Board brought 1 1  officers in to 
lunch on D ecem ber 8.

On D ecem ber 9 the 57/77*h d inner w'as held at the 
U nited  Service  C lub. C onsidering that those eligible to 
attend include all officers w ho have served at any time 
in any o f the ist, 2nd, 3rd , 4th, 5th and 6th Battalions, 
the attendance w as d isappointingly sm all.

A s  it turned out, it was m ost su ccessfu l; the dinner 
was good, and everybody very cheerful. W e w ere sorry 
to m iss “  T o d  ”  Sloane and Percy N ew m an, both of 
w hom  had intended to  com e but couldn’t at the last
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moment. T h ere  w ere others too who had “  paid to 
coom in ,”  like R ex  W aller, M artin  W eedon, R o ly  G w y n  
and Freddie G u est, but who, fo r various reasons, had to 
cry off. T h e  follow ing w ere actually th ere :—

Col. A llen , Brigadier Baker, M ajo r Bennett, C ol. 
Browne, G en . Bucknall, M ajor C arter, L t . Clarke, 
Lt.-C ol. C low es, M ajo r C layden, C ol. C layton, Capt. 
Crum ley, L t .-C o l. C ub itt, L t . D eakin, M ajor Evans, 
M ajor de G aye, C ol. H edgecoe, M ajo r Heywood, 
M ajor H utchings, C apt. L egge, C ol. A . M . M an, 
L t.-C o l. N olda, M ajo r O w en-Josephs, L t .-C o l. F . G . 
Parker, M ajor Pielow , Brigadier Rackham , L t .-C o l. Sax, 
Brigadier T id b u ry , B rigad ier W eston, Brigadier W il
loughby, C apt. W ollocom be, L t .-C o l. W orton.

Peter Allen and N ick  C arter spent that night at the 
Depot.

T h is  dinner w as follow-ed on D ecem ber 1 1  by  a most 
successful cocktail party, also held at the “  Sen ior.”  N o 
doubt the O fficers’ C lub  N otes w ill give some details o f 
this affair. Jo h n  M oore returned here again that day.

T h e O fficers’ C lu b  had invited the form er Lo rd  M ayor 
of London, S ir  H arold G illett, to dine at the D epot on 
December 16 . T h e  follow ing also dined in :—

Brigadier W illoughby (Colonel o f the Regim ent), 
L t.-C o l. Fo x  (chairm an o f the Officers’ C lub), Col. 
M aitland, C el. Pringle, L t .-C o l. Sim pson (7th M idd le
sex), L t.-C o l Brotherton (8th M idd lesex), M aj.-G en . 
Hughes and L t.-C o l. D oyle (5 7 1 L .A .A . (9th M idd le
sex)), Brigad er F lave ll (chairm an, T .A .  &  A .F . A sso
ciation), B rigadier Rackham  and C ol. C layton  (past 
and present secretaries, T .A . Association), C ol. Brow ne, 
Col. A . M . M an , M ajor H utchings, C apt. W ollocom be, 
Capt. C rum ley and L t . D eakin, the last four being from  
the D epot. Brigadier Baker had intended to be present 
but could not com e in the end.

A fter the loyal toast, C ol. F o x , after a few  w ell- 
chosen w ords, proposed the health o f S ir  H arold Gillett, 
and this was followed by  B rigadier W illoughby making 
a small presentation to S ir  H arold, on behalf o f the 
Officers’ C lub , as a mem ento o f his year o f office as 
Lord M ayor, this being the first occasion on w hich any 
member o f the Regim ent has held this h ighly honoured 
post. T h is  little gift took the form  o f a silver paper 
weight bearing the Regim ental crest and a suitable 
inscription. S ir  H arold replied and expressed his 
sincere appreciation o f the invitation to dinner, and o f 
the Regimental memento.

Our annual C hristm as party took place on Friday, 
December 18 . M arried officers brought their w ives, 
and most unm arried ones their lady frien ds; it was a 
most enjoyable evening.

G ordon C rum ley was responsible fo r the presents 
from the tree, so those who know him can w ell imagine 
that no hold w as barred. H e really bore the brunt o f 
most o f the planning and arranging, and so it was 
thanks to his efforts m ainly that the evening was such 
a success.

The Editor will clam p down on m e if  I produce yet 
another list o f names, so, on that account, we w ill omit 
it: it is as good an excuse as any . . . ”  Oh, you took 
H E R , did you? ”

On Decem ber 2 1s t  2/L t. Everard  reported from  M ons
O .C .S. and actually joined for duty after Christm as. He

w ill have been w ith  the Battalion m any weeks before 
these notes appear in print.

T h e  m em bers o f the Sergeants’ M ess paid us a short 
v isit before C hristm as dinner on D ecem ber 23. T h e y  
had very k indly invited us to their C hristm as draw  on 
the 19 th  and their dance on the 2 1s t , and w e express our 
thanks to them  for their usual lavish  hospitality.

T h e  M ess closed on Christm as E ve  until the afternoon 
of D ecem ber 28.

P add y K en rick , late R .S .M . at the D epot, having been 
com m issioned, jo ined us on D ecem ber 29 : w ell, that 
meant another bit o f  a p a r ty ! W e w ere delighted to have 
him  w ith us, and our best wishes go w ith  him  when he 
goes off to S ierra  Leone. A t the m om ent o f w riting, he 
is on a course.

T h ere  was no Newr Y e a r ’s E v e  party here so i960 
crept quietly in— about tim e som ething happened 
q u ietly !

M ajor Ian M ethven, lately 2 IC  is t  Battalion, Royal 
H am pshire Regim ent, is living in the M ess until he 
finds a m arried quarter in this area: he is now D .A .A .G . 
A .G .2 (o). H e will be rem em bered by  those in is t  
M iddlesex.

Peter Pearce G o uld , 2 I C  is t  M iddlesex, paid us a 
visit on Jan u ary  6. Brian M arciandi has been up twice 
to play squash. Jo h n  M oore left here by car on January' 2 
for is t  M iddlesex.

W e were very  sorry to hear on January' 7 o f the death 
o f G ordon C ru m ley ’s father, and wre offer him  and his 
fam ily our sincere condolences.

On Jan u ary  24, N orm an G ilbert came for the inside 
o f a week whilst attending a law' course at Stanm ore. H e 
spent m any y'ears in G hana, as some w ill rem em ber, and 
is now  doing a R .O .’s jo b  in Yorkshire.

SE R G E A N T S’ M ESS
T h e  main attraction o f the period o f which w e write 

is, o f course, C hristm as and all it entails. T h is  m ajor 
event in M ess life w as this year dw arfed by  great 
happenings. A  certain warrant officer transferred his 
allegiance to the Officers’ M ess. H e transferred other 
things as w ell and we now' find wTe can accommodate 
up to four m ore living-in  m em bers. W e most sincerely' 
congratulate L t . K en drick  on his com m ission and 
offer our w'armest wishes fo r a successfu l tour w ith the 
S ierra Leone Regim ent. H is successor, R .S .M . Bartle, 
wras subjected to a m ost rigorous hand-over w hich 
included a string o f visits to a host o f offices, flats, nooks 
and crannies and the odd E m bassy scattered throughout 
the G reater London area. H is bewildered com m ent 
w as heard to be : “  T h ese  Irish  certainly know  their 
Lo n don .”

Ju st  before C hristm as w e lost a staunch m em ber in 
C /Sgt. G eorge H ockley w'ho has taken the plunge after 
27 years ’ service to the Regim ent. G ood luck, G eorge. 
A  shadow over our festivities w as the accident w hich 
has resulted in C .S .M . Burgess being detained in 
hospital since N ovem ber 5. It  w ill hardly be necessary 
to exhort him  to “  Rem em ber, rem em ber.”

W e held a most successful Christm as draw  on 
D ecem ber 19  and w ere pleased to see a gathering o f 
well over 200 including m any ex-m em bers. S : Sgt. 
B ristow  and C  Sgt. Eastap did an excellent jo b  o f work
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in  organising the function and are to be congratulated 
on the lay-out o f w ell over too prizes, and every one 
w ell w orth having. T h e  non-sm okers w on their usual 
m ounds o f Sen ior Service  and S g t. Palm er w as seen 
struggling to his den w ith  a m assive h ind quarter of 
pork  w ith  N e ll exercising first-class squad control from  
the rear.

W e then had Su n day and M on day to p ick up our 
em pties and on M on day evening all m em bers enjoyed 
a typica l S g t. Ban ks C hristm as dinner. W e were 
pleased to w elcom e a num ber o f M ess m em bers from  
the 7th  and 8th B attalions as w ell as our special re
cruiters S g ts. W eller and M artin . T h e  dinner w as 
follow ed b y  our C hristm as dance and once m ore w e w ere 
splendidly supported by  so m any ex-m em bers and old 
friends E ven  the breath-taking thought o f a passing- 
out parade the follow ing day did  not dam pen a most 
successfu l party. .

T h e  soldiers’ C hristm as dinner w as served in the 
traditional m anner on D ecem ber 23 and w e w ere en
tertained b y  our officers m ost generously beforehand. 
S g t  R edm ond m anaged to conquer the heights o f the 
hot-plate from  w hence he extolled the virtues o f his 
m other-in-law . N ew  Y e a r 's  E v e  presented the M ess 
w ith  a num ber o f problem s as so m any invitations were 
sent to us. E fforts w ere m ade to ensure that the M ess 
w as represented at 10  C om m and ( R .E .M .E .) , F inchley 
Police B all and the various other functions to w hich we 
w ere  invited. A  sm all handful— m ostly those excused 
P  T .— decided to keep w-atch on the rem aining idols 
(Buddha pattern) and w e are h appy to report that our 
v ig il w as m ost successfu l.

W e are now  in the depths o f post-C hristm as de
pression but w e are determ ined to effect the usual annual 
recovery and are even now m urm uring about Albuhera 
D av . (T h is  is the life !) • ,

S gts. Redm ond, Pow er and H order w ere to rejoin the 
Battalion during this current quarter but it seem s they 
m ay be retained here awhile to cope w ith  a rather large 
intake expected in Febru ary . Sgt. RafFael has jo ined us 
from  N etheravon and S g t. L an dreth  is a 
pending further m ystic  em ploym ent— Sgt. L lo y d  has 
arrived from  the Battalion and is at present realising one 
o f his am bitions at P irbright. f  ,

W e w ere very  pleased to see som e faces from  the 
Battalion during the C hristm as period and w e w ould 
again extend a welcom e to any m em ber or ex-m em ber 
passing through. M ost o f us are convinced w e w ill pull 
it o ff on the pools sooner or later and the usual con
structive inquest is held at the Su n day lunch  tim e 
gathering. Several m ethods o f celebrating have been 
considered including parachuting on to the square o f 
G ordon  barracks. (T h e  discussions indicate that the 
R .S .M . w ould  like the lucky w inner to present him  w ith

*  A s^these notes w ill not be published until M arch , 
w e w ould  like to extend a special invitation to m em bers 
and ex-m em bers to v is it  us on A lbu h era  D ay . W e shall 
be  delighted to see you  all.

CO RPO RA LS' CLU B
Sin ce  our last notes w ere published , w e have seen 

m an y new faces jo in in g the C lub . F irst we must

welcom e C pls. Sm ith , C airns and Barnett, w ho have 
jo ined us from  the 1s t Battalion. O ur congratulations 
go to L /C p ls . P h ilp, E van s, Penny, H ow arth , Cockburn, 
Forder, B ristow , Perkins and W hite on their promotion. 
Since their prom otions, L /C p l. Penny has been posted 
to the 1s t  Battalion and L /C p l. C ockburn  is now at 
M on s. W e w ish  them  both good luck. Congratula
tions to C p l. Scott w ho did very  w ell on the Platoon 
weapons course that he attended in October.

W e say farew ell to C p ls . Stevens, C hitson  and Scott 
and L /C p l. N iles w ho have le ft us fo r the 1s t  Battalion.

T h e  Social C om m ittee held a dance on O ctober 16, 
w hich w as w ell attended. T h e re  w ere spot prizes and a 
raffle. F irst and third prizes w ere w on b y  Sgt. Ambler, 
his prizes bein g a bottle o f w hiskey and a half-bottle of 
gin. T h e  other prize o f a toilet set w as w on by  one of 
the ladies o f the W .R .A .C .

In  the field o f  sport L /C p l. Rogers has been doing well 
in boxing tournam ents. A t the m om ent he is training 
for the Lon don  In d ividual C ham pionships and is hoping 
to progress from  there to the Southern C om m and and
I .S .B .A . C ham pionships. W e all w ish  him  good luck.

F in a lly  there is a change in C lub  secretaries, Cpl. 
R ed rup  havin g taken over from  C pl. W illis.

7th BATTALION 
THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

(D.C.O.) (T.A.)
G en eral

In  N ovem ber, we provided an 
escort for S ir  H arold G illett on the 
occasion o f his relinquishing the 
office o f L o rd  M ayo r o f London. 
A  photograph o f the escort appears 
elsewhere in our notes. Earlier 
in the month a m ost successful 
weekend w as held at Stanford 
P .T .A . when all the rifle companies 

carried out field training. A t  the sam e tim e “  S ” 
C om pany was firing on the Chobham  Ranges in Surrey, 
and “  H .Q .”  C om pany w as training in the H ornsey and 
Enfield areas.

T h is  w as follow ed by  the Rem em brance D ay Parade 
w hen the Battalion turned out in strength. T h is  was a 
splendid effort on the part o f all those who came, as the 
m orning w as fo ggy and damp. Fo llow ing the service 
the Battalion w ith  the Ban d and C orps o f Drums 
m arched past the M ayo r o f H om sey, C ouncillor M i» 
Anderson. T h e  H ornsey O .C .A . and 16  (Middlesex) 
Independent C adet C om pany, A .C .F . w ere also on this 
parade. ,

Recru itin g  continues from  strength to strengt an 
during the past quarter 35  volunteers have joined. VVe 
hope to go to annual cam p this year w ith  400 all ranKs
on strength. .

C apt. B . K . C layd en  took over the duties o f Adjutant 
from  C apt. N . F . L egge  ju st before C hristm as We 
w ish N igel all good fortune in his new  life with tn 
R .A .E .C .
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ESCO RT FO R  SIR  H ARO LD G IL LE T T , M .C.
On the occasion  o f his relinquish ing the appointm ent o f Lord  M ayo r o f London

L e ft to right; C .S .M . C urry , C .Q .M .S .  M o ra n , C .S .M . C ubitt, C .S .M .  H old ford , B .E .M . , S g t .  S t  an sail. C .S .M .  Payne, 
R .S .M .  Thom

Centenary C elebrations
T h e Battalion w ill be celebrating its C entenary this 

year and it is interesting to note that the following were 
accepted as Volunteer U nits by  H er M ajesty  Queen 
Victoria at various dates: H ighgate, October, 18 59 ;
Barnet, October, 18 5 9 ; H ornsey, N ovem ber, 18 59 ; 
Hampstead, 18 5 9 ; Tottenham , Febru ary, i8 6 0 ; and 
Enfield in June, i860.

Our celebrations are taking the form  o f a Battalion 
march through the boroughs o f Tottenham , H ighgate 
and Enfield on Febru ary  20, in each o f w hich the 
respective M ayors are to take the salute.

We w ill be exercising our prerogative as Freem en of 
the Borough o f H ornsey by  m arching through that 
Borough w ith drum s beating, C olours flying and 
bayonets fixed. A s a com plim ent to the Battalion in its 
Centenary Year, the Boroughs o f Enfield and Tottenham  
are granting us a like privilege; a privilege which is 
greatly appreciated.

A  C entenary A ll-R an ks D ance is being held in the 
H om sey T o w n  H all on Febru ary  26, the O fficers’ M ess 
are hold ing a Centenary D in n er at the Norm andie Hotel, 
on M arch  5. O ur guests will include the Colonel o f the 
R egim ent, G .O .C . 44 (H .C .)  D ivision, the M ayors o f 
Tottenham , H om sey and Enfield and we hope C om 
m anding Officers o f the 1s t  and 8th Battalions, the 
D epot, 5 7 1  L .A .A . Regim ent, R .A . (9th M iddlesex 
(T .A .))  and m any others.

A  week later the W .O .s and Sergeants’ M ess are 
holding their C entenary D in n er in the D rill H all at 
H om sey.

O FFIC ER S’ M ESS
In  Septem ber, L t .-C o l. W . P. M . A llen  was dined 

out o f M ess before departing fo r Chester. W e all 
congratulate him  on his well earned prom otion. In  
Jan u ary , C apt. N igel L egge  attended his last dinner and 
w as escorted out in true Regim ental fashion. It is



rum oured that a B orough C ouncillo r took a dim  view  o f 
C ap t. M ik e  L a n y o n ’s bugle calls, especially as “ Reveille”  
was blow n at 1 .3 0  a.m.

S ir  H arold  G illett, C o l. G race. B rigade Colonel o f 
H om e C ounties Brigade, and M ajor R . D . H utchings 
have also attended dinners during the past few  months.

Fo llow in g the Rem em brance D ay  Parade the M ess 
entertained a num ber o f C iv ic  Officials including the 
M ay o r and M ayoress o f H ornsey, and L a d y  Gam m ans, 
our M .P . for H ornsey.

T h e  M ess grow s from  strength to strength and 30 
officers attended the last dinner, m any o f them  in M ess 
D ress. Sh ou ld  any retired officer w ish  to sell his M ess 
D ress, they are asked to contact the A d jutant who w ill be 
only too pleased to arrange the collection and sale o f it. 
O u r aim  is to get all m em bers o f  the M ess into scarlet 
before camp.

O ur future engagements include the C entenary 
D in n er at the N orm andie H otel, K n ightsbrid ge, on 
M arch  5, w hen w e hope to see m any o f our past m em bers 
and about 20 guests.

SE R G E A N T S’ M ESS
It h ardly seem s possible that w hen these notes appear 

in print w e shall be rap id ly approaching annual camp 
again. H ow ever, th at’s the future, and now  w e must 
concentrate on recording the highlights o f the M ess 
activities du rin g  the past few’ m onths. In  the m ain it 
has been a com paratively quiet period, although as we 
are about to celebrate the centenary o f  our Battalion 
people have been concentrating their efforts on prepara
tions for these events. H ow ever, w e are digressin g into 
the future, and so m ore about that later.

A n  event occurred last N ovem ber o f w hich w e feel 
ju stifiab ly  proud. T h a t was w hen the M ess had the 
unique honour o f p rovid ing an escort fo r the retiring 
L o rd  M ayo r o f London in the L o rd  M ay o r’s Show . 
L e d  by R .S .M . T h o m , the M ess m em bers w ho took 
part w ere C .S .M .s  H old ford , C ub itt, C u rry  and Payne. 
C  Sgt. M oran  and S g t. Stansell.

W e feel that their bearing and tum -out w ere  in the 
highest traditions o f our Regim ent, a credit to the 
Battalion  and the M ess, and last, but not least, to the 
train ing and encouragem ent given by  the R .S .M .

C hristm as saw the usual M ess draw  and social, and 
once again w e ow e our sincere and grateful thanks to the 
organisers for the splendid prizes provided and to the 
success o f the evening.

In  the past few  m onths w e have m ade a determ ined 
effort to interest ex-m em bers in honorary m em bership 
and w e rem ind all ex-m em bers that w e  are alw ays glad 
to see them . T h e y  are assured o f a w arm  welcom e 
w henever they care to look in.

“  H .Q.”  CO M PA N Y
T h e  C om pany has been extrem ely active over the last 

few  m onths and w e are planning m any activities o f an 
unusual nature fo r the com ing year. T h e  S ignal Section 
has been e a r n in g  out w eekend training in the Enfield 
area and also, o f course, the norm al T u esd ay  evening 
activities, ab ly controlled by  Sgt. C onroy. E very  op
portunity is given for com panies to make good use o f

this section, in order that situations can be as realistic 
as possible.

Perhaps one o f the most active sections is the M .T .. 
w ho are required nearly eve ry  weekend. U n d er the 
M .T .O ., C apt. M . A . H . L an yon , drivin g instruction 
and m aintenance, both w ith in  the section and that of 
the C om pany, has form ed a m ajor part o f training and 
w ill, o f  course, continue to do so during i960.

Perhaps the section that w ill benefit the Battalion 
m ost in the future is the P rovost Section . Concentrated 
training has been carried out en route sign posting at 
night, taping, both b y  day and night, and all the other 
very  necessary jo bs that are required to be done in a 
Battalion. A ll the m em bers look extrem ely sm art in 
their peak caps, w hite web belts and anklets. Discipline 
is excellent and, under the very able supervision of 
S g t. G ib bon s, they w ill continue to be both an asset 
and a credit to the Battalion.

T h e  Intelligence Section  under C p l. Parsons, w ith the 
help o f C apt. R . L eem an , from  the Intelligence Corps, 
have been studying such subjects as advanced map 
reading, m ap m arking, the organisation o f the Battalion 
Intelligence Section  and m any other aspects. It  is con
sidered that they have reached a reasonably high stan
dard.

A  new section, the Sn ipers, is now active, and apart 
from  th eir natural affiliation to the rifle they have also 
been studying fieldcraft.

Perhaps one o f the most im portant sections is the 
M edical Section , and once again train ing is reaching a 
high standard. T h is  has also form ed part o f the 
activities o f  the outlying com panies and competitions 
held over the last year form ed one o f the m ain activities.

A s every Battalion is a lw ays interested in w hat it is 
going to eat, the cooks have been practising their art 
fo r the forthcom ing D ivision al com petition.

T h e  com ing year sees the Centenary o f the Battalion 
and the D rum s and Ban d com e very  m uch into their 
own. U n der the Ban dm aster (M r. W hitewood) and 
D ru m -M ajor Poulter. they w il be practising around 
the roads o f H ornsey.

In  M arch  or A p ril we w ill be practising assault land
ings at Poole H arbour. W e well be assisted by the 
Royal N avy  and "  C  ** C om pany.

W e welcom e to the C om pany L t . D . H . A dam s who 
w ill be taking over as I.O . L t . A dam s has jo in ed  us 
from  N .S . w ith  the 1s t  Battalion, and 4th Battalion the 
South  L ancash ire  Regim ent (T .A .) .

“ B ”  C O M P A N Y
C om panv C om m ander . . M ajo r J .  D . G unnell 
Com pany 2 IC  . . - - C apt. M . J .  Beaumont
C .S .M . . . W .O .2 W ebb
C .Q .M .S . - . • - C  Sgt. Leahy
P .S .I .  W .O .2 C ubitt
A s w ith  other com panies, the em phasis on Civil 

D efence can now  be seen in our training programme 
with the appearance o f first-aid lessons in the syllabus, 
not to m ention the C  D . Su n day at Vending which 
proved interesting and entertaining in spite o f  the 
b itterly cold w ind sweeping through the “  ruins.

Recru iting, how ever, has not been neglected and m 
the recruiting week in N ovem ber m any people visited us

to “  shoot for pints ”  including the M ayo r and M ayoress 
o f Enfield and C ouncillo r and M rs. T atm an  who came 
on the T h u rsd ay  evening.

A s usual, w e had a fu ll social program m e. One 
Thu rsday “ A ”  C om pany paid  us a social call w hich 
developed into an excellent evening, and o f the un
official com petitions w hich  w ere held “ A ”  Com pany 
won the darts and badm inton w hilst w e w on the table 
tennis and shooting.

T h e  highlight, how ever, w as undoubtedly the dance 
held in the D rill H all, w hich  w as a great success. A part 
from the fact that three recruits jo in ed  as a result o f  it, 
it w as in itself a most enjoyable evening. T h e re  w as some 
lively dancing to a dance band provided b y  Pte. 
Beddingfield, and to som e o f P te. Brun ton ’s friends who 
combined to m ake an excellent skiffle group, w hilst the 
bar was an attraction for som e o f the “  less active ”  
guests. W e w ere v e ry  glad to w elcom e the m em bers o f 
the other C om panies w ho attended and thank them for 
their support. W e w ere particularly pleased to see Col. 
A . J. Ross, d .l ., and M rs. Ross, L t .-C o l. and M rs. 
Sim pson and C apt. and M rs. Fu m eau x . C ol. Ross is 
the L o rd  L ieuten an t’s representative fo r recruiting in 
Potters B ar and C apt. F u m eau x  is the M ayo r o f So uth 
gate’s representative fo r recruiting.

W e should also like to take this opportunity o f thank
ing all the others w ho helped to make it a success, par
ticularly Sgt. and M rs. M oore fo r provid ing such 
excellent food on this and indeed on m any other occa
sions when we have called upon them fo r th eir expert 
help.

“ C ”  COMPANY'

Com pany C om m ander M ajor B . S t. G . A . R eed. M.c.
C .S .M . W .O .2 C urry.
C .Q .M .S . C  Sgt. M oran.
P .S .I . . .  . . . . S g t. T u rn er.

W e w ere able w ith  other rifle com panies, to spend a 
weekend at Stan ford  P .T .A . at the end o f October, 
before the w eather got too cold. T h e  C om pany had 
gained 12  new  recruits during the previous month, and 
this tw o-day session provided an excellent introduction 
for them to the T .A .  and basic field training.

Being som ewhat close to N ovem ber 5. there w as some 
noisy activity in the lines and at our favourite local 
hostelry, w hich all attended on the Saturday evening. 
Fortunately, how ever, there w as no fire, as on a previous 
occasion.

Th e end o f N ovem ber found a party o f enthusiasts, 
under C pl. Su llivan , searching fo r recruits am ong the 
Saturday crowds at T u rn p ik e  L an e. Despite the biting 
wind, five new faces w ere persuaded to come and 
"  shoot for p in ts,”  and all five w ere duly enlisted. W e 
are pleased to record that one o f these recruits got top 
marks in the C om pany C om m ander's general knowledge 
test the fo llow ing day. w hen a party o f  C adets from  the 
local platoon also jo ined us.

Bounty night saw the usual record attendance and it is 
comforting to note that this occasion at least draw s some 
o f the less frequent attenders.

T h e Com pany Social Com m ittee, under 2 L t . Phillips, 
were w ell rewarded by  the success o f the Christm as 
Pam- on D ecem ber 19 . It is estimated, rather vaguely.

that at least 90 people attended, amongst them the 
C om m anding O fficer and M rs. Sim pson. O u r thanks 
go especially to  S g t. and M rs. M oore fo r their excellent 
spread and ou r first C om pany C hristm as cake.

Sin ce  the C hristm as break the order o f the day has 
been drill, drill and m ore drill. W e fu lly  expect and 
hope that w e shall have the largest tum -out on the 
C entenary Parade— although certain m em bers o f the 
C om pany are practically  doing arm s drill in their sleep.

F in ally , w e w elcom e C apt. Pollecoff, w ho is tem 
porarily  attached to  us as 2 IC . 2 L t . H urst, S g t. T u rn er 
— our new P .S .I .— and, o f  course, all those new  volun
teers w ho jo ined us in the last quarter.

“ S ”  CO M PA N Y
C om pany C om m ander . .  M ajor J .  C . du Park Braham  
C om pany 2 I C  C apt. R . M . Fo x
C .S .M . . .  . .  . .  W .O .2  Payne
C .Q .M .S . . .  . .  C  Sgt. M ed ca lf
P .S .I .  . .  S g t. Reynolds

U nfortunately. “  S  ”  C om pany has lost two o f its 
n um ber recently. H ow ever, the T errito ria l loss is the 
R egu lar A rm y ’s gain, for in the last 12  m onths no less 
than five m em bers in all have left to jo in  the Regular 
A rm y . T h ere  is such a th ing as selling  too w ell as far 
as w e are concerned. O u r num bers fortunately are not 
reduced because as a result o f recruiting the strength o f 
the C om pany is still in excess o f  40.

D ue to his change o f  em ploym ent. 2 L t . Van de Pol. 
the M achine G u n  Platoon Com m ander, is not w ith  us for 
evening training but has m anaged to attend all weekend 
periods. Once again our loss is someone else’s gam. 
i.e.. 5 K in g s up in L iverp oo l. T h e  M achine G u n  
Platoon has a lot to live up to having achieved such a 
success in com petitions in 1959.

T h e  A n ti-T an k  Platoon are keeping their fingers 
crossed as they expect to fire the 17 -p ou n der in the 
spring. T h is  is a rare thing these days and w ill be the 
first tim e for m any. A s well as this, there are rum ours 
o f  a “  B at.’ ’

T h e  M ortar Platoon is m aking steady progress. A ll 
three Platoons should gready benefit from  the courses 
that the officers and N .C .O .s  w ill be attending at 
N etheravon in M arch .

In  spite o f  the emphasis on training, social activities 
have ‘ not been forgotten and under the inspiration o f 
C .S .M . Payne, w ho is a genius fo r that sort o f  thing, 
tw o very  successful evening socials have been held at 
T ottenham .

T h e  canteen is now w orking extrem ely well under the 
personal supervision o f  C apt. M u rray  Fo x, and the bar 
profits are p roo f o f this.

TH E E L M S CLUB
W e had the p leasure on O ctober 22 . o f  hearing about 

som e o f the interesting experiences o f M r. H em sley, a 
senior probation officer w ho M rs. Pringle introduced to 
us. On N ovem ber 20. w e w ent to the A ldw ych  theatre 
to  see “  A  Soun d o f  M u rd er *’ w hich we all enjoyed 
even though there w ere som e o f  us w ho had thought 
the suspense m ight be too great.

W e w ere visited during the interval by  L t .-C o l.
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Sim pson , w ho w as also seeing the show that evening.
W e held a social for the Battalion during D ecem ber 

and w e w ere honoured by  the presence o f the M ayo r 
and M ayoress o f H ornsey. R .S .M . 1  hom acted as 
M .C . and C .S .M . H old ford , w ho called for the tom bola 
collected fu rther donations for the children s party.

T h e  Battalion held their A nnual C hild ren ’s Party, on 
Jan u ary  2, and, as usual, the catering w as undertaken 
b y  the E lm s C lub .

T h e  C hild ren 's  outing this year w as to “  H oliday on 
Ice  ”  at W em bley. T h e  p arty  assem bled at H ornsey 
and travelled to W em bley b y  coach. T h e  show  w as 
very  spectacular and all the children seemed to have 
enjoyed it especially a scene based on “  T h e  W izard o f 
O z.”  W e have received C hristm as cards from  M rs. 
A llen  and M rs. M aitland for w hich w e thank them.

O u r V ice-C hairm an, M rs. L e g g e , left us in D ecem ber 
and w e w ish  h er and C apt. L e g g e  all the very  best for the 
fu ture . B efo re  leaving, M rs. L e g g e  presented the C lub 
w ith  h a lf a dozen silver tea spoons.

8th BATTALION 
THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

(D.C.O.), T.A.
“  H .Q.”  CO M PA N Y

T h e  N ew  Y e a r  finds “  H .Q .”  C om pany still forging 
ahead, w ith  all sights focused on a fresh recruiting 
target o f 150  all ranks. W hile the “  bring  a friend ”  
cam paign has produced gratifyin g results, the tim e has 
now  come for app lying com m ando tactics to p ick o ff the 
likely lads w andering H ounslow ’s H igh  Street. T h e  
plan o f attack is at present on the top secret list but it is 
certain that H .Q .’s “  W ar C ouncil ”  has a num ber of 
interesting cards up its sleeve. Pam phleteering w ill 
play a b ig part in the new all-out drive, and a special 
hard-hitting “  sales leaflet ”  is in process o f production. 
B u t w e w ill leave the future for other editions o f The 
D ie-H ards  and look for a m om ent at a few  highlights o f 
the past months.

M ain  event w as a very  successfu l a ll-ranks’ dance 
held in D ecem ber at H anw orth Road T .A .  C entre. 
M ore  than 300 m em bers and friends crow ded into the 
hall, rocking ’n ’ rolling to the m usic o f B an d -S gt. 
M ason and his M errym akers; behind the scenes, 
battling w ith  such chores as sandwich cutting, w ashing 
glasses and generally ensuring the sm ooth and efficient 
running o f dom estic affairs, w as our dedicated and in
dustrious Entertainm ents Com m ittee, led b y  C pl. M ike 
W ard. T h e  ladies, too, lent a hand— m any o f them 
having spent a very  exacting afternoon tending to the 
appetites o f our young guests at the ch ildren ’s party. 
W hat w onderful people these w ives are w hen it comes 
to asking their assistance.

Jan u ary  saw  a particularly im portant event— the 
form al presentation o f the coveted Bott C up  to “  H .Q .”  
C om panv. It is a m agnificent-looking trophy, awarded 
— m ay w e say it— for the best a ll-round com pany p er
form ance o f the year. A n d  w e intend to hold on to it. 
A s  fo r training, the accent is now  on C ivil D efence, in 
preparation for annual camp. T h an k s to the kind co-

operation o f H ounslow  C iv il D efence C orp s, we are 
well ahead w ith  a very  interesting and w ell-run  course 
o f instruction, w hich involves an average o f two lectures 
each m onth. W e are becom ing so proficient in the 
subject that even M ajo r W hipps allow ed a team to 
low er him  from  a 40-ft. precip ice w hile trussed to a 
stretcher— having first carefu lly  explained to our new
com ers that his dem ise d id not mean that everyone 
autom atically m oved “  up one ”  ! T h e re  are one or two 
personal achievem ents to report. F irstly , hearty con
gratulations to C apt. Peter Jo h n  on the b irth  o f his 
daughter. Congratulations, too, to Jn r . Bdsm . D. 
Rideout on his outstanding perform ance in the Battalion 
cross-country com petition. Pte. E . D alton  feels dis
m ayed because he finished the course at the tail-end of 
the field— but cheer up, lad, you ran w ell and helped 
tow ards our outright v ictory in the contest.

W e are very  pleased to w elcom e our newly appointed 
Bandm aster, M r. F . G . F irth , and w ish  h im  every success 
for the future. A nother notew orthy newcom er is 
L /C p l. R . T o d d — late o f the R oyal A ir  Force, but 
better know n as p lain M r. T o d d , our civilian  clerk, 
after m uch persuasion w e finally got him  to relinquish 
his loyalties and ties w ith  the Ju n io r Service  and become 
a T erritoria l. T o  end on a rather sad note, w e will
shortly be losing the valued services o f R .Q .M .S .
Johnson, w ho announces his retirem ent this year. 
T h ro ugh o ut the Battalion he w ill be rem em bered for 
h is very  kindly, jo via l m anner— his w ell-earned reputa
tion as one o f nature’s gentlemen. In  the Com pany he 
has long taken a keen interest in all our activities, and, 
although several o f us still sm art from  his criticism s of 
our physical abnorm alities w hen battle-dress refuses to 
fit, w e w ill all be very  sorry to see him  go. W e are
grateful fo r all that he has done and fo r the ready and
generous assistance w e have had from  M rs. Johnson 
during past children ’s parties. S o  m uch, then, from 
“  H .Q .”  C om pany, save to offer belated but sincere 
good w ishes for the N ew  Y e a r  to “  D ie-H ards ” 
everywfhere.

“ S ”  C O M P A N Y

W inter activity has progressed favourable at both the 
Staines and H am pton D rill H alls o f “  S  ”  Company. 
W e m anaged to lead A rm istice D ay  parades in both 
boroughs and w ere given m agnificent support by  the 
Battalion B an d and C orps o f D rum s.

W e now average one recruit per drill night, and this is 
due to the untiring efforts o f individual m em bers o f the 
C om pany. M u ch  credit is due to C p l. B u rt and Pte. 
H olm es in this field.

W e engaged in a tripartite duel w ith  “  B  ”  Company 
in N ovem ber— basketball, .22 shooting and darts. In a 
close game w e conceded the basketball to our opponents 
but m anaged to collect the trophy (a pew ter pot for 
drinking) on the results o f the other tw o events.

On D ecem ber 14  w e entertained the M ayor and 
M ayoress o f Tw ickenham  at the H am pton D rill Hall. 
T h e  M ayo r showed great interest in the varied equip
ment and weapons o f “  S  ”  C om pany and, having 
assured us that he had not shot fo r m any years, produced 
a card o f 96 on our m iniature range.

S gts. L lo y d  and L ig h t w ere solely responsible for the

JU M P  B A LL  
Sgt. Johnson throw s up the ball w h ile  M r. Parkinson 
and Sgt. L lo yd  ju m p  fo r possession. Pte. T aylor 

w aits for the kn ocked back pass ^

construction o f a basketball pitch at Staines. It is 
thanks to them that “  S  ”  C om pany has been able to 
enter a team in the Battalion com petition this year. T h e 
efforts o f our team trainer (Sgt. Johnson, o f the 
A .P .T .C .)  are recorded in our m atch analysis— played 3, 
won 2, lost 1 .  (Th e photograph o f a recent practice 
match shows 2 L t . Parkinson and Sgt. L loyd  airborne.)

T h e  Com pany said farewell to C .S .M . W . Thorogood 
on Decem ber 3 1 ,  19 59 , after a period o f two years. We 
wish him w ell on his return to the 1st Battalion, via a 
G uards’ drill course.

T h e  C om m anding officer and Sgt. Th om as were very 
welcome guests at the annual C om pany dinner held on 
D ecem ber 19 , 1959. C .S .M . H enry Rea accompanied 
the after-dinner singing in his usual polished style.

“  A  ”  CO M PAN Y
“  A  ”  Com pany has had a relatively quiet period for 

the past three months. T h is  is probably ju st as well, 
since the program m e up to the end o f annual camp 
(June 18), w ould appear to be very  full and varied and 
we hope it w ill suit everyone’s tastes.

S gt. C allaghan, our P .S .I . ,  was on a C iv il D efence 
course at M illom  du rin g  N ovem ber, and has acquired a 
great deal o f useful know ledge, w hich he is now im part
ing to the C om pan y— not only on C .D . matters but also 
about M illom  and its prospects o f entertainm ent, where 
our annual cam p is to be held this year, from  Ju n e 4 to 18.

O ur dance was held at C ow ley on N ovem ber 28, at 
w hich w e entertained over 100 guests. Sgt. W agner 
and L /C p l. R eynolds successfully looked after the buffet 
and bar respectively, w hile L t . Jokel brought along M iss 
C arol A n n  Fo rd  (T .V . star and ju ven ile  lead in “ Expresso 
B on go” ) to entertain w*ith a cabaret and songs from  her 
show.

W e extend a hearty w elcom e to L t . Pollock 
(e x -R .A .S .C . Para.), Ptes. M arshall (ex-W elsh G u ards), 
K elly  and Phillips, all o f w hom  are showing considerable 
enthusiasm  in our activities. T h e  basket-ball team has 
been very  active and most results have been in their 
favour.

A t  the tim e o f w riting these notes wre hope that the 
C om pany cross-country- team w ill pull o ff a w in for the 
second year running.

W e are pleased to report that C pl. H arvey and Pte. 
Cow ie are re-engaging for a further two years.

“ B ”  CO M PAN Y

W hy are we ahvays late w ith  the “  D ie-H ard  ”  notes ? 
T h e  perm anent staff often w onder, w hen in fact we have 
quite a lot to sing about. T h e  Com pany is doing well, 
both in com petitions and recruiting.

T h e  activities o f the C om pany during the quarter w ere 
varied— the outstanding ones, as far as training is con
cerned, being the two weekends spent at 60 W .E .T .C . 
T h e  first w as a com bined exercise w ith the C adets, run 
on the lines o f an assault and arm s com petition, w hich, 
in spite o f the rain, w ent very- w ell and w as won by 
L /C p l. T o m k in s’s section. T h e  w eather w as filthy and 
by  lunch everyone was wet to the skin, so w e returned 
in good order to 60 W .E .T .C . and after lunch carried out 
a w*et w eather program m e in the barrack rooms. T h e  
second o f our trips to A ldershot was ju st as wet as the 
first but this time there was no running for shelter, as we 
w ere there to classify, and w ith  us w as “  D  ”  C om pan y; 
this meant that our late C om pany C om m ander (Capt. A . 
H olm es) was w ith  us again. H aving now  taken over 
com m and o f “  D  ”  Com pany w e w ish  him  w ell. T h e  
meeting w as poor and the blame for this w as laid at 
m any doors but, let’s face it, classification is an individual 
effort— a test to see if  the individual is w orthy o f more 
“  stars,”  w hich o f course means m ore pa>\ so let’s not 
look for a scapegoat.

T h e  next item is m ore social— Bounty N igh t— and 
what a night. T h e  C om pany turned out in force, all 
except one (who shall be nameless) in uniform . W hy ? 
W e think it w as in honour o f L /C p l. Tom kin s, who had 
com pleted a personal double in w inning both the C orby 
C up and the Friary  M eu x  Attendance Shield. T h e  
presentations w ere m ade by C ol. Corby* and A ir. P. H . E . 
P ad ley-Sm ith ; every* m an on parade was very* proud to 
be a m em ber o f the Com pany. W ell done, L /C p l. 
T om kin s !

O ur first football match, against 452 H .A .A . Regim ent, 
was a good w*in for the Com pany by  8— o ; in our return
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m atch w e w ere not so successfu l but, w ith  only seven men 
on the field, it w as certainly a good effort to have lost 
b y  5 goals to 2, so now  w e look forw ard to the rubber. 
T h e  team  is in train ing and bein g w ell catered fo r by  
C p l. W alton, w ho supplied  a m ystery dish, alleged to 
have been egg and ham  p ie ; now w e know w'here the old 
sayin g com es from  “  W ho called the C ook ? or vice 
versa.

W e are still very  pleased w ith  ourselves at basket-ball, 
as w e have not yet lost a match.

W hat o f the future ? R ecru itin g  o f course is a p riority  
and only this w eek w e have three new  arrivals Ptes. 
B ow ler, W alker and O ’ Shaughnessy. W e w ill surely 
continue in this field w ith  m ore successes.

E veryon e in the C om pany is looking forw ard to 
N ijm egen , although the entire C om pany is aware that 
only a selected few  w ill make the grade. Com petition is 
going to be great as to w ho w ill be selected for the team. 
Fun ds are slow ly (but w e hope surely) bein g raised and 
contributions are always gratefu lly received, even to the 
odd copper from  scoring under 20 on the dart board.

W e w elcom e C apt. D . M . L u sty  and Sgt. Sa lter to the 
C om pany and, at the sam e tim e, say goodbye to L t . 
P . D . H ollidge, w ho w e m iss and whose departure is a 
great loss to the C om pany, but w’e all w ish  him  the very  
best o f luck in his new unit.

B irth s— to C pl and M rs. D . G ain sbu ry , a son (G ary). 
D ocum ents have been set aside fo r this young “  D ie- 
H ard .”

“  C ”  CO M PAN  Y
T h e  last quarter did not produce m any highlights, 

although a reasonable am ount o f activity w as maintained. 
It  is apparent, how ever, that the paym ent o f bounty 
acts as a signal to “  take five .”

T h e  C om p an y ’s recruiting still leaves a lot to be 
desired but w e are hoping the better w eather w ill 
attract the right elem ent, p lus the greater activity that 
goes w ith  it.

W e held an extrem ely successfu l dance in N ovem ber, 
to start the festive season. It was, w ithout exception, 
enjoyed b y  all ranks, together w ith  m any o f our friends 
from  the other Com panies o f the Battalion. T h e  
children also had a fine party in D ecem ber w hen, thanks 
to good w ork by  C .S .M . Roberts, they all enjoyed a full 
tum m y, and extra presents (thanks to “  B ”  Com pany).

W e w elcom e to the C om pany Ptes. L eets , M erison, 
Sm ith , Shackell, M arkham  and the brothers D avies. 
A t the sam e tim e w e regret the loss o f Ptes. D anes, to 
the M erchant N avy , and H ersnip, w ho w ill soon be 
residing in Sw indon.

W e are now looking forw ard to a bu sy  sum m er, and 
probab ly after our cam p in Ju n e , we w ill s incerely hope 
w e are n ever rescued by a m ilitarily-trained civil-defence 
team .

“ D ”  CO M PAN Y

W e regret to say that S g t. Lagden  has left us and 
returned to the Regim ent. Sgt. Lagden w as not with 
us long because his talents w ere so m uch in dem and that 
all the com panies in the Battalion had to share him. He 
spent his last few  m onths in ”  D  ”  C om pany and our 
last m em ory o f him  is lecturing the Battalion on the
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intricate and m ultitudinous technicalities o f up-to-date 
nuclear w eapons. W e feel obliged to m ention that he 
sounded m ore like a H arw ell professor than a Regular 
A rm y Sergeant on that occasion.

W e w elcom e S g t.-M a j. Sh ru bb  as our new P .S .I .  and 
hope he en joys his stay at H endon. T h is  tour is his last 
w ith  the A rm y and we are fortunate to have him.

W e congratulate C p l. T .  D . Jo n es and L /C p l. J .  E. 
Tow n sen d  on their prom otion. A lthough M r. K ruschev 
has announced that he is cutting his forces, w e are con
cerned that our recruiting has lagged lately and w e hope 
soon to put that right!

W e are looking forw ard to tw o events— a night attack 
upon R .A .S .C . prem ises in collaboration w ith  ‘ ‘A ’ 
C om pany at C ow ley, and the annual weapon training 
com petition, when w e hope to break the C  Company 
m onopoly and w in  a few  cups. T h is  requires hard 
training and regular practice and w e are anticipating 
that C .S .M . D un n e ’s 28 years ’ experience w ill help us 
to turn out a com petent C om pany team.

O FFIC ER S’ M ESS

A  dinner w as held at the M ess in H anw orth Road and 
w as undoubtedly a successfu l one. L t .-C o l. Sim pson was 
our guest and w e w ish  him  all good luck in com m and of 
our sister Battalion, the 7th. W e w ere m ost grateful to 
M ajor W ebber and M ajor H all fo r arranging such an 
enjoyable evening, and to the Sergeants who gave us the 
use o f their bar.

W hilst offering thanks, we m ust not forget the most 
generous gesture o f B rigad ier E . E . F . Baker, who has 
presented to the Battalion the sw ord w hich has been 
w ith him  throughout his long and illustrious career.

W e are sorry that C apt. T a lb o t-P rice  has left the 
Battalion after 10  happy years, and w e hope he will 
come along to our social gatherings as often as he can. 
C apt. H em ing, who has com m anded “  B  ”  Com pany 
w ith  such success, is leaving E ngland for N ew  Zealand 
and w e hope he and his fam ily w ill be h appy there. 
H appier news is that L t . H ogg  is to m arry in the spring, 
and our congratulations go to C apt. D . E . L o b b , who 
has announced his engagem ent recently.

F inally , we w ould offer our congratulations to M ajor 
R . C . W hipps upon his prom otion and the success of 
the C om pany w hich continues, under his guidance, to 
swell its num bers and make recruiting seem  so simple.

SE R G EA N T S’ M ESS
Sergeants’ M ess activities have been rather quiet ot 

late, w ith  the exception o f the occasional “  sp lash .”
A  C hristm as dance and “  draw  ”  w as held on D ecem 

ber 12  and this w as a very  successful and enjoyable 
evening. Sgt. H arry C arlier perform ed the duties of 
M .C . and it was obvious from  the very  start that this was 
by  no means his first effort.

Sgt. “  Owl E yes ”  C ow ell, w ho has organised the bar 
on these occasions for as long as anyone can remember, 
took his usual stand once again, and did a grand job. 
T h e  splendid “  draw  ”  was aptly operated by  C/Sgt. 
Pat Fullm an and w e do not forget the kind co-operation 
o f Sgt. Banks, o f the D epot, w ho once again did the 
catering.
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G one, but not forgotten, are C .S .M . B ill Thorogood 
and Sgt. D on Lagden, who have returned to the 1st 
Battalion. Both w ill be m issed by  us all as they are 
once m ore taken under the eagle eye o f  R .S .M . M c 
M illan. W e hope to hear later from  these tw o “  young 
soldiers.”

A  warm  w elcom e to W .O .2 L e s  Sh ru bb , who is 
already well known to all o f us, and we hope that he has 
an enjoyable stay as P .S .I .  to “  D  ”  Com pany.

T h e  M ess socials continue to take place on the last 
Friday o f each month and any M ess m em ber w ho is 
passing this w ay will be m ore than welcome.

571 L.A.A. REGIMENT, R.A.,
(9th Battalion  T h e M id d lesex  R egim en t 

(D.C.O.), T.A.)

T h e  briefest mention w as made in the last issue o f 
The D ie-H ards  o f the Regim ent’s C entenary celebrations. 
These went w ith  a very  real swing.

D uring the w eek beginning O ctober 19, the Regim ent 
was at home to all and sundry. A  w ide range o f weapons, 
especially artillery pieces, dating from  the late 18th 
century, were displayed and a m agnificent quarter-size 
model o f a C orporal overshadow ed the K in g sb u ry  T .A . 
Centre. Bathed in floodlights, this “  rocket,”  w ith  
ominous smoke rising from  its base, attracted much 
attention.

Exciting displays under floodlights w ere g iven by the 
R .E .M .E . jeep  assem bly team . T o  ride into the arena 
on a jeep, strip it and carry i ‘ piece:neal through an 
ordinary' door, re-assem ble the m achine and drive off on 
it— all in the space o f four or five m inutes— is some feat.

T h e  G irl Sea C adet Band gave a sparkling and very’ 
blood-stirring recital on the m arch, w hilst, in the back
ground, sw ings, slides and “  what have you ”  enter
tained our ju ven ile  visitors. T h e  G u n  A larm  Stakes 
brought its usual quota o f fun and frolic and a very’ fine 
performance from  the Cadet team. M eanw hile, in
doors, the modern weapons w ere operated under the 
guidance o f trained instructors. A lthough the visitors 
were fewer than had been anticipated, they w ere keen 
and a num ber o f recruits w ere forthcom ing.

T h e  weather man w as kind on Su n day, O ctober 25, 
and, under a cloudless blue sky, G en . S ir  B rian  Horrocks, 
quondam A djutant o f the N inth , inspected the R eg i
ment and a contingent o f some 85 O ld Com rades. T h e  
Parade Square at K ingsbury' m ade a brave s ight: 400 
relatives, friends and “  im m obile ”  O ld Com rades were 
seated behind the saluting base as the Regim ent and the 
Old Com rades’ contingents were paraded. T h e  Colours 
were marched on by  the C .O ., and one could sense the 
waves o f pride com ing from  all sides. T w o  G u n s— the 
Artillery' “  C olours ” — were sited on the flanks o f the 
saluting base— and the M ovietone cam eras were soon 
turning as S ir  Brian  came out to inspect the parade.

It was fitting that ex-Bandm aster T u rn e r should come 
out o f retirem ent for the day to lead the Regim ental 
Band. G en. H orrocks, accompanied by  the H onorary 
Colonel, M aj.-G en . B . P. H ughes, obviously relished 
this moment. Inspecting the Regim ent, S ir  Brian  had 
a word for m any o f the men— especially perhaps those

whose m edal ribbons clearly showed that he had com 
m anded them in the field either in E g yp t or in Europe. 
B ut it w as w ith  the O ld Com rades that the General 
really ran into difficulties. S o  many' o f them had served 
w ith him  during his tour as A d jutan t o f the Battalion 
that there w ere  personal friendships to be renewed and 
old m em ories to be recaptured by  the score.

T h e  m arch past ended a most m em orable parade— a 
fitting m ark o f the un it’s C entenary. T h e  Regim ent was 
honoured b y  the m any distinguished guests who saw the 
parade and shared in the usual celebration w hich fo l
lowed. T h ese  included Lady' H orrocks, the M ayo r o f 
W em bley and his M ayoress, Colonel o f the Regim ent, 
B rigad ier W illoughby, Brigadier H epper, B rigadier 
W eldon, com m ander o f 33  Brigade, C ol. Fox , w'ho com 
m anded the Regim ent during the first three years o f the 
w ar, C ol. Sm ith , D ep uty  L ieutenant, Brigadier Baker 
and Col. A . de S . C layton, chairm an and secretary o f the 
M idd lesex T .  &  A .F . Association, and a host o f others.

Com parisons are odious and the Regim ent and the 
O ld Com rades produced a standard o f drill second to 
none. T h e  O ld Com rades w ere com m anded byr Col.
H. W . W . G ray , M .B.E., the first post-w ar com m ander o f 
the Regim ent and the renowned S g t.-M a jo r Todm an 
acted as his R .S .M .

M uch  nostalgia w as dispensed in the T .A . C entre 
during the inevitable “  party ”  w hich followed the 
parade. A ll m em bers o f the Regim ent were presented 
w ith  a copy o f an attractive brochure, g iv in g a b rief 
history o f the Regim ent w ith  many’ photographs recalling 
v iv id ly  the outstanding chapters in the unit’s life— the 
Regim ent advancing on the M osul in 19 18 , taking up 
position round N ijm egen B ridge  in 1944, receiving new 
C olours in 1950.

M ovietone news rounded o ff the parade by  presenting 
it in their news reels at the end o f the ensuing week. 
T h e  local and national Press were kind to us and The 
Times printed a very  fine photograph o f S ir  Brian talking 
to one o f the old N inth  during his inspection.

T w o  days later, on O ctober 27, W em bley T o w n  Hall 
was the scene o f our C entenary dinner and ball. T h e  
foresight o f ex-officers o f the Regim ent had enabled us to 
mount this m agnificent function, w hich w as attended by 
450 present and past m em bers o f the Regim ent and their 
w ives, w ith guests including the Colonel o f the Regim ent, 
the M ayors o f W em bley, Harrow', H endon and W illes- 
den, the L o rd  Lieutenant o f M idd lesex. S ir  Frederick 
H andley-Page, our Brigade Com m ander, the C om 
m ander o f the M iddlesex D epot, and the chairm an and 
secretary o f the M idd lesex T .  &  A .F . Association.

T h e  R .A . O rchestra p layed fo r dancing and, after the 
dinner, S ir  Frederick  H andley-Page proposed the toast 
to the Regim ent, stressing the great part played by  the 
T .A . in preserving peace and, in his usual hum orous 
vein, g iving the ladies their share o f praise for the good 
w'ork o f their m enfolk. T h e  C .O ., L t.-C o l. D oyle, 
replied in like vein, not hesitating to rem ind the Lord  
Lieutenant o f his traditional duty to father the T .A . 
M aj.-G e n . B. P. H ughes, H onorary Colonel o f the 
Regim ent, proposed the toast to the civic authorities, 
stressing the close bond w hich exists between the unit 
and the civic  fathers. T h e  M ayor o f W em bley replied.
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sayin g how  delighted he had been to grant us the use o f 
his T o w n  H all.

T elegram s w ere received from  H er M ajesty  the 
Q ueen, in reply to a w ire  o f loyal greetings sent to her on 
beh a lf o f the assem bly, and from  various O ld Com rades, 
including one from  C ap t. Jo h n  K em p  in Ankara and one 
fro m  M ajo r C harles D av ies  in B erm uda.

\g a in  there w as a fine assem bly o f past and present 
m em bers o f the Regim ent. T h e  ex-H onorary Colonel 
w as present. C o l. N . J .  Lam ont, sure ly  the most 
fanatical “  D ie-H ard  "  in the Regim ent. Other e x-C .O .s  
present included C o l. F o x , Col. D ear and C ol. G ray .

T h e  final celebration is due to take p lace at W ooltvich 
on  Febru ary  12 , w hen past and present officers o f the 
Regim ent m eet to dine, fight old battles and renew old 
friendships. T h is  final affair was dear to the heart of 
C o l. Lam ont. Ju s t  before going on holiday at the 
beginning o f Jan u ary  he discussed w ith  the C .O . the 
details o f the dinner and he was obviously relishing the
prospect. .

It  is sad, therefore, to record his. death in C olom bo on 
Ja n u a ry  2 1 .  A  better pen than m ine w rites h is obituary 
elsewhere in this issue. H e had an outstanding record 
w ith  the Regim ent, serving and being associated w ith  it 
fo r almost 50 years, and loving it deeply. T h ro u g h  all 
its vicissitudes, he w as ever ready to advise, help and, 
indeed, to extend h im self to the utm ost for the N inth  
N o  m an ever held the appointm ent o f H onorary Colonel 
m ore proudly, m ore conscientiously and m ore effectively.

H is deep attachm ent to the Battalion w as reflected in 
h is know ledge o f its history and its personalities, his 
adherence to its traditions and his concern fo r its con
tinued success. H is  shrew d eye m issed nothing o f the 
effects o f the R egim ent's various changes o f ro e and 
character and he w as quick to correct, in a k indly and 
unobtrusive w ay. the deviations from  custom  w hich 
tended to creep in. W ithal, he w as resilient in  accepting 
the changes w hich came.

A  generous, kindly, G od-fearin g  soldier, C o l. John 
N ew ton Lam on t has left a great gap in the ranks o f the 
Regim ent. Requiescat in pace!

W ith  the C entenary largely behind us, camp looms 
ahead in A p ril. B ad e  is our destination— invariably 
dam p at that time o f year. T h e  T .A .  C entres are alls e 
w ith  training o f  layers, etc., and there is already an a ir of 
expectancy about the place.

In  N ovem ber last the Rem em brance Su n day parade 
was held, as usual, at K in gsbu ry , Padre K in gston  taking 
the service w ith  m usic by  the Regim ental B an d. In  a 
profound serm on, the Padre urged that w e should use 
the occasion, w ith  its strong m em ories and reminders, 
to turn our m inds from  m aterial things to the re-fashion- 
ing o f our lives on Christian  lines. D are one hope that 
this precept found its mark, and that such occasions are 
not degenerating into “  matters o f form .

C hristm as brought its spate o f social occasions— the 
all-ranks' ball at K in gsb u ry , the Sergeants' ball at 
K in gsb u ry , and the inevitable, and unfailingly popular, 
children 's p a r ty -  w ith Father C hristm as, vaguely recog
nisable as B .S .M . W right, a rriv in g in  h is jeep-sleigh— 
bells ringing loudly. .

It w ould not be fitting to end this report o f such a v ital 
vear in the history o f  the Regim ent w ithout paying 
tribute to the m any past and present m em bers o f die 
Regim ent w ho h elped to m ake it a  success. N o r  would it 
be  ju st to neglect to print a v e ry  b ig  thank you  to t e 
perm anent staff o f the Regim ent, w ithout w hom  it would 
not have been possible to m ount the Centenary-

Throughout the Centenary- there w as one v ital figure
 the A djutant. T h e  Regim ent w ish  him  a speedy
recovery- from  the illness w hich took h im  from  us so 
soon after the Centenary- celebrations. M ay  he soon 
recover health and strength and the vitality whicn 
typified C apt. “  Pat ”  W adham  in action.
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“  Q ”  B A T T ER Y

H a v in g  rec o v e re d  f ro m  th e  C h ris tm a s  festiv ities, 
w h ic h  in c lu d e d  th e  u su a l a ll- ra n k s  d a n c e  a n d  th e  
W .O .s ’ a n d  S e rg e a n ts ’ M e ss  ba ll, tra in in g  is n ow  in 
fu ll sw in g  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  a n n u a l c am p  fo r  w h ich  
•we d e p a r t  o n  E a s te r  S a tu rd a y .

I n  N o v e m b e r  w e b a d e  a  sad  farew ell to  M a jo r  
“  G e r ry  ”  W y n n e , o u r  B a tte ry  C o m m a n d e r , w h o  has 
s to o d  u s  th ro u g h  th ic k  a n d  th in  fo r  as lo n g  as w e  can  
re m e m b e r . W e  w ish  h im  lu ck  in  h is  re t ire m e n t.  T o  
o ffse t th is  loss w e  a re  fo r tu n a te  in  h av in g  C a p t. P. 
D a v id so n , p o s te d  to  u s  f ro m  “  P  ”  B a tte ry , as o u r  new  
a n d  ab le  B .C .

A p a r t  fro m  c am p  o u r  n e x t social ev e n t w ill b e  th e  
a n n u a l B a tte ry  d in n e r ,  w h ic h  is b e in g  h e ld  in  M a rc h  
a n d  p ro m ises  to  b e  as en jo y ab le  as u su a l.

O u r  ap o lo g ies  fo r  th e  sh o rtn e s s  o f  th ese  n o tes , b u t  
w e h o p e  th a t  th e  n e x t issue  w ill c o v e r a fu lle r  rep o r t 
o f o u r  ac tiv ities.

“ R ”  B A TT ER Y

T h e  w inter training sessions are at present in full 
sw in g w ith  attendances increasing each week. T h e  
officers are regularly drilling  on the L 7 0  every W ednes
day evening, and so far no casualties have been reported.

W e  w e lco m e  S g t. P a rk e r  as th e  n ew  P .S .I .  to  th e  
B a tte ry  in  p lace  o f B .S .M . B ew ick , w h o  w e a re  very  
s o rry  to  lose  to  th e  a ttra c t io n s  o f  C iv v y  S tre e t.

W e  w e re  g lad  to  see L /B d r . S te p to e  a n d  G n r .  R o b in 
so n  b ack  in  tra in in g  w ith  us a fte r  th e i r  s tay  in  h o sp ita l, 
a n d  w ish  th e m  th e  b e s t  o f  h e a lth  in  th e  fu tu re .

C a p t. W . C a m p b e ll su ccessfu lly  o rg an ise d  th e  c h il
d re n ’s C h r is tm a s  p a rty  th is  year, a n d  w e h av e  it  o n  good 
a u th o r i ty  t h a t  th is  e n e rv a tin g  e x p e rie n ce  has o p en ed  
h is  b a c h e lo r  eyes to  th e  p lea su res  o f  m arr ie d , fam ily  life.

R .E .M .E .

O ctober 19 59  w ill not be forgotten fo r a very  long 
tim e b y  the perm anent sta ff o f this unit.

W ell before the m onth had com e into being w e were 
all hard at w ork  getting the program m e out for the 
C entenary celebrations o f the M idd lesex  Regim ent 
w hich w ere held on O ctober 19  to 23 , i960.

T h e  R .E .M .E . W o rk sh o p s  (T .A .)  a tta c h e d  to  571 
L .A .A . R e g im e n t R .A . (T .A .)  gave a v e ry  g ood  a c co u n t 
o f  th em se lv e s  a n d  p u t  o n  a fine  d isp lay  o f  e q u ip m e n t,  
su c h  as th e  C o rp o ra l G u id e d  W e ap o n  a n d  a c co m p an y in g  
veh ic les a n d  a v e ry  goo d  a s so r tm e n t o f  e lec trical 
e q u ip m e n t.

R .E .M .E . H .Q . p ro v id e d  a m o s t m o d ern  a n d  u p - to -  
d a te  re c ru it in g  tra i le r  w h ic h  p ro d u c e d  resu lts .

T h is  y ea r w e h av e  an  ea rly  c am p , b e in g  aw ay for 
E a s te r  a t B u d e , a n d  i t  sh o w s e v e ry  s ig n  o f  h av in g  a fu ll 
a tte n d a n ce .

T h e  u n i t  h as  h a d  a c h a n g e  o f  R .E .M .E . P .S .I .  
A .Q .M .S . M a rt in  h a s  left u s , b e in g  re d u n d a n t  w ith  a 
g o ld en  n e s t egg. H e  is rep la c ed  b y  A /A .Q .M .S . T re p -  
tow , w h o  also is v e ry  k een  o n  th e  a c tiv itie s  a n d  tra in in g  
o f th e  u n it.

COL. J .  N . LA M O N T, M .C ., T.D. 
C om m andin g  1 Honor a r y  

C olonel 1951-1957

COL. J .  N . LA M O N T, M .C ., T.D. 
P erso n al T ribu te by Lt.-G en. S ir  B rian  H orrocks

It  w as ju st over 30 years ago, when I was appointed 
A d jutant o f the 9th M idd lesex, that I first m et Newton 
Lam ont— then C apt. J .  N . Lam ont, ivi.C., comm anding 
“ A ”  Com pany.

Lookin g back on those days I  realise now that the 
9th possessed a team o f exceptionally able young officers, 
most o f  w hom  have since been successfu l in their 
civilian businesses, but unquestionably the m ost out
standing o f them  all w as Lam ont. H e w as already an 
officer o f considerable experience, w ith some 14  years' 
service behind him . A fter going out to India w ith the 
Battalion soon after the outbreak o f the first w orld War, 
he had volunteered fo r active service and had won the 
M ilitary  C ross w hile fighting w ith  the i/4th  Hants in 
M esopotam ia. B u t there was far m ore to him  than just 
bravery and experience. T o  use a very  hackneyed 
expression, he was a born soldier. N ew ton Lamont 
m ore than alm ost anybody I have ever met, before or 
since, possessed a flair for tactics w hich led him in
stinctively to the root o f any m ilitary problem . Nobody 
was the least surprised , therefore, when he w as awarded a 
“  D istingu ished ”  in his prom otion exam ination from 
Captain to M ajo r; but this w as such an unusual achieve
m ent for a T errito ria l officer that he received a personal 
letter o f congratulation from  the Secretary o f State 
fo r W ar.

H e loved soldiering, and w ith his clear penetrating 
m ind would unquestionably have risen to high rank had 
he chosen to make the A rm y his career— provided 
alw ays that he could have restrained the rebellious 
elem ent in his character. A s m ight be expected from a 
man w ith  his attainm ents, he loathed inefficiency and 
red tape. M an y is the time I have seen the latest copy 
o f A rm y C ouncil Instructions go w histling across the 
office into the w aste-paper basket at the end o f the room.
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He was always a rebel at heart, yet no com m ander 
could ever have w ished for a m ore loyal subordinate. 
All ranks o f " A ”  C om pany w ere devoted to “  their 
captain,”  and although im patient w ith  those whose 
brains w orked m ore slow ly, he w ould always take 
infinite pains to encourage ju n ior officers.

As Com m anding Officer o f the 9th M idd lesex R eg i
ment from  19 33 -37 , H onorary Colonel o f the 57 1 L igh t 
A nti-A ircraft Regim ent (9th M idd lesex) 19 5 1-5 7 , and 
a member o f the C ounty Association for m any years, the 
Territorial A rm y in M idd lesex has suffered a great loss 
in the death o f New ton Lam ont.

N o personal appreciation w ould be com plete, how 
ever, without a w ord about the man him self. It  was not 
easy to penetrate behind the façade o f efficiency and 
cynicism w ith  w hich New ton loved to confront the 
world, but those o f us w ho w ere privileged to do so 
found a man w ith  a charm ing kindly nature and a rare 
gift for friendship. A  host o f people have benefited 
from his m any generous acts, all o f w hich he carried out 
almost in stealth, so that nobody w ould ever possibly 
find out. H e was a devoted husband, intensely proud 
of his w ife ’s artistic skill, and over the years, largely as 
the result o f her influence, he m ellow ed and broadened 
his outlook to include an appreciation o f art and a deep 
interest in his garden at “  M arsh alls ,”  C hart Sutton. I 
can see him now  entering the “  Sen ior ”  almost in
variably with a hom e-grow n rose from  the garden in his 
buttonhole.

But always he rem ained true to his first love, the 9th 
M iddlesex, and a postcard w hich I received from  
Colombo, w ritten only a couple o f days before his death, 
ended w ith these w ord s: “  I shall be back in time for 
the Centenary d inner.”

We, his old com rades, w ill m iss him very  much.

TH E H O N G K O N G  R EG IM E N T
The main attraction this quarter was annual camp at 

Far East Farm . A ll the old training areas, both m ilitary 
and social, were used again and, if  the bar profits in the 
Messes are any indication, a good time w as had by  all. 
On the m ilitary side great value w as obtained from  two 
Regimental exercises, when those in cam p w ere joined 
by the rem ainder o f the Regim ent so that the whole unit 
could be exercised as a com plete infantry battalion. Our 
affiliated battery from  the Royal A rtillery and the L igh t 
Troop from  the R .H .K .D .F . added a touch o f realism 
and heated argum ents on artillery procedure became a 
feature o f the Officers’ M ess evenings.

T w o highlights from  the Regim ental exercises stand 
out, first the capture o f a M .M .G . N .C .O . by  the com 
pany he was supporting and his subsequent interrogation 
by the I.O ., and second the pleasure w ith  wffiich the 
R-S.M . greeted the B ird ’s H ill level crossing where he 
had been traffic controller as C .S .M . o f “  S  ”  Com pany 
in 1st M iddlesex. C .S .M . o f “  S  ”  C om pany H .K .r '. 
was not so enthusiastic about the jo b , particularly 
when attacked by  the G urkha enem y during the night 
withdrawal.

After camp there w as only ju st time for heads and 
blisters to clear before the force rifle m eeting, which was 
held at K a i T a k  for the last time. A s usual there was 
•ntense rivalry between the Regim ent and the Home

G u ard . In  the end Sgt. Souza o f the Regim ent was 
cham pion shot and seven other m em bers jo ined him  in 
the force tw enty. W e also won the Cheylesm ore C om 
petition and w ere runners-up to the H om e G u ard  in the 
C om m ando and C hina. T h e  Perm anent S ta ff C ham 
pionship w as won this year by  C .S .M . Rodgers, so it 
w as kept within the H om e Counties Brigade.

D urin g the cam p period tradition w as maintained by 
the laying o f a w reath on behalf o f the M iddlesex 
Regim ent by  the Com m anding Officer on Rem em brance 
S u n day. A  contingent from  the Regim ent paraded at 
the cenotaph and a detachm ent w ith buglers w as present 
at a cerem ony at the C lub  de Recreio. F o r the first time 
the Regim ental Band was asked to provide the music 
for the K ow loon G arrison  Rem em brance D ay  parade at 
G u n  C lub.

W e are now  looking forw ard to the new training year 
w ith  confidence and especially to the results o f the 
H ong K on g  B isley, for w hich w e have entered two teams.

N E W SLET T ER  BY M .B.

F o r me, Christm as 19 59  and the beginning o f a new 
year were indeed m em orable; and, w ith  the form er 
being so close to m y 75th  birthday on D ecem ber 13 , 
the event o f the birth o f O ur L o rd  stood out particularly 
in m y m ind. O ver the period I received from  m y friends 
and despatched in return 1 1 5  cards and letters; also, I 
saw the annual Christm as tree at the D epot and the 
gifts being given to the children. A s I cast m y mind 
back, how ever, I was rem inded viv id ly  how  very  
changed is life in the m odern British  A rm y, when I 
thought o f the years I had spent Christm as abroad in 
Burm a, India and the Sudan and then o f the few  over
seas stations w e now have. Changed days in d eed !

I  was glad to receive a card from  Paddy O rr, now 
living in C ounty T yron e, N orthern Ireland. H e regrets 
that he w ill be unable to come to our Regim ental fes
tivities ow ing to business needs, and so the p leasure o f 
this fine cricketer’s com pany will be denied to his 
friends in the Regim ent.

I recently received a photograph o f C ol. A rch ie 
Stew art’s beautiful home near Saffron W alden. I was 
present at his w edding to his charm ing w ife, H ilda— a 
very  dear lady— and saw their children, Duncan and 
M ary, shortly after they were bom . Archie w as a young 
Captain when I first m et him  at C am bridge Barracks, 
Portsm outh, in 19 03, and he w as later to become m y 
C .O . in the 1st Battalion at A ldershot, where w e were 
in the G uards Brigade. W e had a w onderful tim e there, 
and the Battalion was presented during that time w ith 
a lovely silver cup, which had the crests o f all the batta
lions o f the G uards inscribed on the plinth. O ur time in 
the Brigade was w ell spent, and the splendid training 
g iven to the Battalion at A ldershot stood us in good stead 
during the two w orld w ars. T h e  Stew art fam ily move 
to T en erife  on Jan u ary  20 for about tw o m onths and 
w ill, therefore, avoid our cold weather until the end 
o f M arch .

T h e  appointm ent o f B rigadier Jo h n  W illoughby as 
C olonel o f the Regim ent brings back a wealth o f 
m em ory to me. His father, M ajor N . E . G . W’illoughby, 
served in the 2nd Battalion in 19 03, at w hich time 1 w as 
attached for instruction from  the Royal G uernsey L igh t
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In fan try  for tw o years before finally passing m y literary 
and m ilitary exam inations and entering our Regim ent 
on N ovem ber 20, 1905- I later jo ined the 1s t  Battalion 
in Burm a to serve under com m and o f the late C ol. 
E lgee , w ho w as then a M ajor at M eik tila ; and I have in 
m y possession a book w ritten  about the 57th by  M ajor 
W oolw right w hich is filled w ith  notes on the 1s t  B a t
talion in E lgee ’s unique handw riting. A fter two years 
under the then M ajor E lgee I w ent to “  B  ”  Com pany, 
w hich  I  m yself w as to com m and m any years later at 
A ldershot in the G u ards Brigade.

I had a letter in D ecem ber from  C apt. D av id  Pike, 
now  w ith  the Federation M ilitary  C ollege at Port 
D ickson. Y o u  m ay rem em ber, he w as aw arded his 
M .C . for gallantry against the Com m unist terrorists in 
M alaya . A lw ays a keen cricketer, D av id  Pike played 
against the Australians in Singapore last N ovem ber 
before 5,000 spectators, and he took two w ickets.

M ajor H enry M arsh  visited the D epot on Jan u ary  5. 
H e had a terrible time as a prisoner in Japanese hands 
during the last w ar, and he retired on A p ril 2 1 ,  1 954 -

N ew s also reached m e o f the late H aji F . Shaboudeen,

w ho was contractor to our 1st, 2nd and 3rd  Battalions 
in India and a m ost generous benefactor to the Regiment. 
T o w ard s the end o f m y com m and o f the 2nd Battalion he 
sent me a huge brass image o f a H indu  goddess, which 
is now installed in the Sergeants’ M ess at the D epot; 
also to be seen at the M ess are three valuable and very 
ancient (so I am  told by  experts) teak B huddas, which 
came to m e from  m y father’s forbears.

C ol. W ilfred  Sam uel, I hear, is not in v e ry  good 
health. D urin g the last w ar he was in charge o f a ir raid 
duties at Brockenhurst, H am pshire.

I  had news o f Archdeacon Orm onde B irch , who was 
our chaplain at D inapore during C ol. W ard ’s command. 
H e now lives in M elbourne, A ustralia, though he still 
retains his fondness for the sea and goes on long voyages 
each year.

F in ally , I received news o f the two A sh  girls, M olly 
and P ip , the daughters o f C ol. W . C . C . A sh , w ho was 
killed in W orld W ar I. C ol. A sh  com m anded the 
D epot from  19 12 - 19 1 4 ,  and was, in fact, in command 
there w hen I arrived as a subaltern from  our 1st 
Battalion in 19 12 .  M . B .

OLD C O M R A D E S ’ N EWS

M IL L  H IL L  BRA N CH
W e can look back over the past year and congratulate 

ourselves it was the best year yet as far as our branch w as 
concerned. T h e  m em bership increased to a total o f 169, 
w hich, I think, is a good num ber taking all things into 
consideration. T h e  attendances at the m onthly meetings 
increased also, it was, on an average, about 80 each 
m eeting. W hat makes this branch “ tick o v e r ” ? A  
good comm ittee, good and interested m em bers, helped 
b y  the ladies, have m ade the club very  popular. 
U nfortunately, how ever, a sm all num ber have “  for
gotten ”  to p ay  subs fo r 19591 do <=heck UP and send 
y ou r subs as soon as possible.

O ur m em bers are not the only ones who make it 
“  tick .”  T h e  officers, w arrant officers and Sergeants at 
the D epot, too, pull their w eight and have done for the 
past three or fo u r years, when C apt. M oore, as A djutant, 
set a w onderfu l exam ple b y  his regular attendance 
thank you, S ir . Y o u  w ill be glad to know  you r exam ple 
is lived  up to. T h is  brings m e to the appeal m ade by 
the secretary o f 7th  Battalion O .C .A . re lack o f interest 
by  ex- and servin g officers. On this subject I have been 
in  the past rather outspoken w hich has not, in all cases, 
been too w ell received, but o f one thing I  am  certain, to 
make and m aintain live ly  and successfu l O .C .A . 
branches w e m ust have the support o f both ex- and 
serv in g officers. V isit us and talk to the old chaps who 
loyally  served  you— they w ant to see you— I say this 
( if  I m ay) from  experience, both as a R egu lar officer and
other rank. ^

T o  help increase m em bership M r. Escu dler has pre
sented a silver cup to be awarded to the m em ber who 
“  brings in ”  the greatest num ber o f old “  D ie-H ards ”  
to our branch du rin g the com ing year. T h an k  you  for 
such a gift, it w ill, I am sure, be earnestly com peted for.

I w as fortunate to m eet after m any years, 19  in fact, a 
very  old m em ber o f the R egim ent w ho, during his 
service could readily tell you  the A rm y num ber o f 90 
per cent, o f the personnel w ho served  w ith  the 1st 
Battalion, 19 3 1-3 8 , and the D epot, 19 38  to about 1942 
Y e s, it is e x -O .R .Q .M . Sgt. A . E . F in ch , M .B.E., better 
known to us as B ert F in ch .

H e is now  liv in g  at Chatham  and looking forw ard to 
the day he w ill be  able to m eet us at the D epot. H e is 
now  a m em ber o f our B ran ch  and on you r beh a lf I  offer 
him  a w arm  welcom e.

A nother “  D ie-H ard  ”  has w ritten to me— M r. L . f  
A dam s, w ho jo ined 2nd M idd lesex at D um fries in 
A p ril, 19 43, and posted to “  D  ”  C om pany, where he 
rem ained throughout his service until demobbed 
w ith  29 G ro up . H e w ould  like to hear from  George 
Bettis, C pls. Stew art, Caterer, C heesm an, Ptes. Nelson, 
W hite, M iles and a host o f others. Sen d  you r letters 
to m e and they w ill be  forwarded.

M ajor S tew art-Suth erlan d has w ritten  to say that for 
various reasons beyond his control he is very  sorry not to 
have been able to attend our m eeting, but hopes to do so 
very  soon. ,

So rry  to say that e x -C .S .M . E dw in  Soden, employed 
b y  the H arrow  C ouncil as a rent collector w as the 
victim  o f a cow ardly attack b y  a gang o f m asked youths 
on T u esd ay, Jan u ary  19 . L eav in g  a block o f  flats in 
B urn t Oak B roadw ay, he was knocked down a flight ot 
stairs and received in juries w hich  necessitated his 
rem oval to hospital. T h is  is the second tim e he has 
been coshed, last spring he w as robbed. O ur best 
w ishes to you  E dw in  for a speedy recovery.

W ithin the last hour or so, I  have heard that Jack 
C hristie  is very  ill in hospital at N orw ood, and that 
C apt. W illiam  G reen  is also in the E dgw are  General
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Hospital. W e send our best w ishes for a speedy 
recovery.

Our old friend “  B usty ”  H ull is also under the w eather 
— hope you  w ill soon be better B usty.

A  num ber o f our older m em bers have expressed 
delight in the im provem ent o f the Journ al, and two 
items in particular have attracted our interest. Firstly , 
it is gratifyin g  to know that the Editor, C ol. A . E . G reen  
has taken such a keen interest in us and given us so much 
notice w ith  the prom ise to look after all Bran ch es; and, 
secondly, M ajo r A . W . C lark ’s report on the w ork o f 
the Association is ju st w hat w e want, although an even 
fuller report w ould  be m ost desirable.

In view  o f this new  interest taken in us, do pass your 
Journal on to any “  D ie-H ard  ”  you know  and ask him 
to help increase the sales.

RECORD OF SER V IC E OF TH E L A T E  M A JO R 
L . L . F . C L A R K E , T.D.

Enlisted into the M idd lesex  Regim ent as a D rum m er 
Boy at the age o f 14 , on A u gust 26, 1908, from  the 
Hibernian School, D ublin , posted to the 2nd Battalion, 
then serving in the Channel Isles. Proceeded to M alta 
with the 2nd Battalion Septem ber 3, 19 13 ,  until M ay 
14, 19 14 , w hen he was discharged at his own request 
under A rticle  1 1 3 0  Pay  W arrant on paym ent o f £ 1 8 .

He re-enlisted into the M idd lesex Regim ent, on 
February 18 , 19 15 ,  and w as stationed at Chatham  with 
the 5th B attalion  until Septem ber 8, 19 16 , w hen he 
joined the 3rd  Battalion, serving w ith  the B .E .F . (M ed.) 
in Salonika.

Invalided home w ith  m alaria and arrived in England 
on N ovem ber 29, 19 18 , to hear the news that the 
Arm istice had been signed. H e rejoined the 3rd 
Battalion and left A ldershot for G erm any M arch  4, 
1920, being stationed in Cologne and Silesia.

H e w as in the C orps o f D rum s w ith  the rank o f 
Corporal until O ctober 2 1 ,  19 2 1 , when he w as ap
pointed Lance-Sergeant, and posted to the Regim ental 
Depot on a tour o f duty, and his tour w as com pleted in 
June, 19 25, when he joined the xst Battalion at A ldershot.

From  there he w as attached to the 19 th  London 
Regiment, H igh Street, Cam den T o w n , as Sergeant 
Instructor, from  19 26-29 , when he rejoined the 1s t  
Battalion, at Catterick Cam p.

Promoted C olour-Sergeant and posted to the D epot in 
I 93I-

Promoted W .O .2 and posted to the 2nd Battalion at 
Colchester on N ovem ber 15 , 19 32 , and took over 
C .S .M . o f “  B ”  C om pany.

W hilst stationed at Colchester he w as promoted 
a R .S .M . and attached once again to the 19th London 
Regiment, at Cam den T o w n , and it w as w hilst w ith them 
that he was discharged at his own request on N ovem ber 
29> 1935. in order to take a T .A . com m ission as Q .M . to 
that Regim ent, w hich had now been converted from an 
Infantry to a Searchlight Regim ent.

His was the first comm ission in the Regim ent, during 
the reign o f K in g  E dw ard V I I I .

He remained w ith  that Regim ent w hich was later 
named 33rd Searchlight Regim ent R .A . throughout the 
Second W orld W ar, serving w ith  them in various places 
lr» Britain and in N orw ay from  where they returned to

E ngland fo r disbandm ent. H e was then posted to a 
Prison er o f W ar cam p in N orfo lk  as C am p Q .M ., and on 
the reform ing o f the T .A . in 19 47, he applied for and 
was appointed Q .M . 537  S .L .  Regim ent.

H e rem ained w ith  this Regim ent at their H .Q . at 
A lban y Street, C am den T o w n , until he reached his age 
o f retirem ent in 1949, and it was during this tour w ith 
the T .A . that he w as awarded the T erritoria l D ecoration.

N o b b y  w as a very  likeable person. H is cheerful 
personality helped to make life easier when things 
seem ed to go w rong. H is exam ple and advice to the 
young sold ier w as sound in every sense o f the w ord and 
w ill be rem em bered by  them fo r m any a long day.

O u r deepest sym pathy is expressed to his w idow  and 
fam ily, we are sure that the exam ple N o bby set, and lived 
up to, w ill soften the blow  w hich has fallen upon them.

P .F .N .

H O R N SEY B RA N C H
Triggered  off, no doubt, by  the revived interest in the 

social activities o f our branch, we have increased by at 
least 30 in the past four months. W e hope to obtain 
m any m ore in the com ing year.

D ecem ber w as an exceptionally busy month for us all, 
as w e had several social functions. T h e  WTarrant 
Officers’ and Sergeants’ M ess arranged a very  special 
social for us and w e do thank R .S .M . T h o m  and his 
M ess m em bers for all their help. T h e  highlight o f the 
evening w as the ladies’ .22 shooting match. W e have 
yet to learn w ho got the most shots on any one target.

T h e  Royal C orps o f Signals O .C .A . held a social 
w hich m any o f us attended and w hich we all enjoyed 
very  much.

On the follow ing evening the ladies o f the E lm s C lub 
invited us to their social and we thank them for an 
excellent evening.

On D ecem ber 23 w e held our Christm as party, and 
w e are most grateful to C .S .M . and M rs. H oldford for 
organising such a successful event.

On Jan u ary  2 the O .C .A . dance w as attended by 180 
people and we were glad to have C ol. and M rs. Pringle 
w ith  us. T h e  C .O ., L t .-C o l. D . E . Sim pson, M rs. 
S im pson and the A djutant, C apt. B . K . C layden, 
also attended.

W e have invited the Islington N . and WT. Branch 
(British  Legion) to a social on M arch  5, and we hope 
m any o f our m em bers will attend.

Fourteen m em bers and their w ives w ill be going on 
an Easter pilgrim age to France, Belgium  and H olland 
w ith  this branch o f the B ritish  Legion . T h o se  o f us who 
went last year m ade m any friends over there. WTe are 
delighted to hear that C p l. G . Chacksfield w ill again be 
com ing w ith us to sound the Last Post and Reveille at 
the British  and French memorials on Easter Sunday. 
W e are proud to know that at least a dozen m em bers o f 
T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent O .C .A . w ill be with us on this 
occasion.

T h e  19 14 - 19 18  O ld Com rades w ill shortly receive 
notices g iving them details o f the annual reunion dinner. 
W e are unable to hold the dinner at the M anor H ouse 
this year but arrangem ents are being made to hold it 
nearer to home.

Wre regret to announce the death o f  M r. W . M orley,
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a 1 9 14  m em ber. O ur older m em bers w ill recall that he 
w as a boxing instructor at H ornsey long ago.

9th M ID D L E SE X  B RA N C H
T h e  sad news o f the passing o f our president, C ol.

J .  N . Lam ont, M.C., has ju st been received and our 
branch has sustained the great loss o f one o f our keenest 
m em bers. E lsew here in these pages a record w ill be 
w ritten o f his activities.

T h e  C entenary celebrations are now a milestone in the 
Regim ental history and the functions arranged were 
varied and w ill long rem ain a happy record in the 
archives o f our Battalion.

T h rough out the w eek, dem onstrations, displays and 
an exhibition o f the Regim ent’s equipm ent, both ancient 
and m odern, were on show.

A t the beginning o f the w eek o f celebration an inspec
tion parade w as held on Su n day m orning, when the 
Regim ent and O ld Com rades w ere inspected by  our own 
m em ber, L t .-G e n . S ir  Brian H orrocks. O ver 200 e x 
m em bers w ere on parade, and the film  cam eras produced 
a news film  in the local cinemas.

On the fo llow ing T u esd ay  a dinner and dance w as 
held at W em bley T o w n  H all and we filled the place.

Th ro ugh o ut the w eek our m em bers were present at 
K in g sb u ry  and w ere entertained by  the serving m em bers 
in d isplays w hich dem onstrated what can be done w ith a 
jeep  to those who are so w ell trained in the “  know  h ow .”  

W e congratulate all w ho organised the w eek’s celebra
tions w hich w e look back on w ith  pride. T o  the A d 
jutant, C apt. W adham , we send greetings and trust his 
return to K in gsbu ry , fit and well, w ill not be long.

Y o u r  com m ittee thank all m em bers o f our branch who 
supported the w eek ’s functions in such good num bers, 
and “  yours tru ly ”  w ill w elcom e new nam es. In  any 
case, come and pay us a v isit at K in gsbu ry .

PER SO N A L  CO LU M N  
N ew s o f past and presen t m em b e rs  o f the R eg im e n t

Sgt. F . M arkham  has retired after nearly 29 year’s 
service, and is now w orking fo r the G .P .O .

C /S g t. G . H ockley has also retired after 27  year’s 
service, and is now em ployed by M idd lesex 
T .A .A .F .A .  as a caretaker at one o f their drill halls. 

M ajo r P. F . N ew m an. W e are sorry to hear that M ajor 
P ercy  N ew m an has had a recurrence o f tum m y 
trouble. W e w ish  him  a speedy recovery.

C /Sgt. J .  C hristie  has also been sick recently and we 
w ish  him  a speedy recovery as well.

C ol. A . M . M an has retired from  the service and is 
now w orking for C harringtons in the city. H e has 
recently presented a N azi D ress D agger to the 
M useum .

Sgt. W . L an dreth  has arrived home from  C yp ru s and is 
filling in at the D epot until he goes to his next ap
pointm ent at H eadquarters, M id-W est D istrict, 
Sh rew sbu ry .

C /Sgt. J .  W hitehead has recently com pleted a “  do-it- 
you rse lf ”  home m aintenance course before retiring. 
H e also is going to w ork for the G .P .O .

Brigadier R . A . G w y n  is now settled in his new appoint-

ardi

m ent w ith  the A rm y O perational Research  G roup , 
and has bought h im self a house in A rgyllsh ire.

C ol. J .  W . G . O rm iston is home from  N o rw ay and 
preparing h im self fo r the rigours o f the N .A .T .O . 
D efence C ollege in Paris, follow ed by a tour as 
C olonel G .S . at Fontainebleu.

M ajor K . J .  C arter has m oved to H eadquarters Southern 
C om m and as G .S .O . 2 S trategic  Reserve. H e is 
liv in g  in private splendour, outside Sa lisb u ry  at 
D onhead S t . M ary .

M ajo r B . A . M . Pielow  is w ell established at the S ta ff 
C ollege. H e finds that his syndicate is nothing to do 
w ith  football pools.

Capt. F . Skinner w ho w as a C .S .M . w ith the 4th 
Battalion on the Som m e in 19 16  and w as then com 
m issioned to the R oyal Fu siliers w as am ong the Spion 
K o p  veterans who gathered in the O ld Com rades H ut 
at the D epot on Jan u ary  24. H e has been aw ay from  
the Regim ental fold too long and it w as good to see 
him  as fit and w ell w ith  us again.

Sgt. R . Seager has returned to South  A frica  where he 
feels he has responsibilities in the troubles now 
afflicting the U nion.

Capt. N . L egge  is now  on a course at the R .A .E .C .
D epot, pending transfer to the E ducation  C orps. 

C apt. I . S . Rutherford  is due to return to the 1st 
Battalion in Septem ber from  his appointm ent as 
S ta ff Captain Public  Relations at Rh in e A rm y H .Q . 

C apt. R . D . Fish er is also due to rejoin the 1st  Battalion 
at the end o f the year after his tour o f du ty w ith  the 
N igeria  Regim ent.

L t .-C o l. A . H ew itt is due to go to H .Q . 42 Infantry 
D ivision  as A .A . and Q .M .G . in the spring, after 
relinquishing com m and o f the G hana T rain in g  
Battalion.

Pte. R . Bailey called at the D epot recently. H e had seen 
Pte. “  Jo e  ”  R ead. Both are settling down to civilian 
life and send their regards to old friends in “  B ”  
Com pany.

M ajor H . J .  E van s w as m arried at St. M a r y ’s, Finchley 
on Saturday, Jan u ary  30. M iss  G racie  F ie lds, who 
is an aunt o f the bride w as present at the wedding.

I f  you w ant to re-establish  contact w ith old friends, 
w rite 'to  the Editor, c/o O .C . D epot at In glis  Barracks 
and he w ill publish  you r news and request in this 
colum n.

SPIO N  KO P R EU N IO N , i960

Sun day, Jan u ary  24, i960, saw the reunion o f four 
m em bers o f the Regim ent w ho had fought at the battle 
o f Spion  K op  60 years ago. T h e y  w ere C apt. F. 
Skinner, M.C., ex-S g t. J .  C . Parsons, ex-Pte. W . Bailey 
and G . E . Ford . G reetin gs and messages from  those 
unable to attend w ere received from  C ol. W . A. 
Stew art, O.B.E., C apt. G eorge Johnson, ex-Pte. A.^ F. 
Page, ex-Pte. F . H urst, ex-Pte. G reen and ex-B and-Sgt. 
J .  K erw in .

A ll attended the service in the G arrison  C hurch  where 
the service was conducted by  the Padre, Capt. the R e \ . 
L .  D . M illiner, w ho took fo r his text the Publican ’s 
Prayer, “  G o d  be m ercifu l to me a sin n er.”  T h is  was
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P h o t o :  H e n d o n  &  F in c h le y  T im es.

SPIO N  KO P A N N IV ERSA R Y, JA N U A R Y  24, i960
S ta nd ing: M a jo r  S m ith , D m r. K en n y , C fm n. Basey, P /C a d e t S m ith , M a jo r  H utchings, R .S .M .  Bartle , In -

pensioner G rim rod

S ittin g : M r . H u ll, M .M .,  R ev . M illiner, M r . Ford, In-pensioner B ailey , M r . Parsons, Capt. S k in n er , A I.C ., M r . C ox, A I.A I.

chosen ow ing to a discussion he had with C apt. Johnson 
during a visit to him. T h e  Padre was so im pressed w ith 
the biblical know ledge possessed by  old soldiers and 
referred to this during his address.

A fter the service, the reception was held in the C raw 
ford H ut w here the veterans were greeted by  three 
members o f the present generation w earing uniform s of 
1900. One in fu ll Regim entals and Slade-W allace 
equipment, one in khaki drill, stained S .W . equipment, 
the old pattern cork helm et, w ith  neck blind, and the 
third m em ber in K .D .,  w ebb ing and bandoliers and 
slouch hat. T h e  room was decorated w ith  relics and 
trophies o f the B oer W ar including the rifles o f Louis 
and Christopher Botha, the original plate from  the 
graves at Sp ion  K o p , a notice fo r the apprehension o f a 
journalist who w’alked w ith a stoop to his shoulders and 
who could not pronounce the letter “  s ,”  by  the name o f 
Winston Churchill.

A toast w as proposed by C ol. Brow ne to the four 
officers and 38 other ranks w ho fell at Sp ion  K op , and 
another by  the C om m anding Officer, M ajor H utchings, 
to the veterans gathered together on this occasion. 
During this toast the Padre played the recruiting song o f 
the Boer W ar, “  T h e  A bsent-m inded B eggar.”  Later 
t e whole o f the com pany present sang another favourite 
o the first year o f this century “  G ood-bye  D ollie G ra y .”

T w o  pairs o f men m et for the first time since W orld 
W ar I. T h e y  w ere M r. Parsons and In-Pensioner 
B ailey, and Capt. Skinner and M r. “  B usty  ”  H ull. 
C apt. Skinner w as the C om pany Sergean t-M ajor o f the 
C om pany when M r. H ull first w ent to France.

L u n ch  w as supplied by  the Sergeants’ M ess and the 
mem bers o f the M ess, under the stew ardship o f  R .S .M . 
Bartle, did the final honours o f the day to the Old 
Soldiers.

T h e  follow ing speech by  G en. T a lb o t Coke is re
published as an item o f in terest:—

S P E E C H  B Y  
G E N . T A L B O T  C O K E  

(Com m anding 10th  Brigade)
T o  2nd M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T

Charlestown, Ju n e  13 ,  1900.

Col. H ill, officers, N .C . officers, and m en o f the 2nd 
M idd lesex  Regim ent,— I w ant to take this opportunity 
o f speaking to you  o f the w ork w hich has been done and 
the privations endured b y  you  during the past week. 
H ere we are at M aju b a ; the Boers have been entrenching 
them selves in that position for months past, and they 
said they intended to stay there until the w ar was over. 
N ow , as you know, w e started away last week on what
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w as intended to be  a reconnaissance, and w e little 
thought that w hen w e left D e W et’s farm , w ith  our 
dinners bein g cooked, but w hat we should return the 
sam e day. W e n ever thought w e should have had to 
stay all night, but the position (Van W yk) was o f great 
im portance.

N o w , I don’ t w ant to praise the M idd lesex  m ore than 
you  deserve but the honour is w ith  you all for the m anner 
in w hich you  won and held V an W yk , that being the key 
to the w hole w ork. B y  hold ing that position, as you  did, 
w e w ere able to gain B otha’s Pass, and thence, as you 
know , w e got into the Free  State.

T h en , again, you r action at A lm on ’s N e k —that 
battle w as fought and won by  the io th  Brigade. T h ere  
was another Brigade on the left, but they did not close 
w ith  the enem y, and it w as a very  serious position. W e 
found the B oers there in a very  strong position— about 
2 800 strong— but a great m any retired at the com 
mencem ent o f the figh t; w hat rem ained were stubborn 
and determ ined m en and, I m ust say, had not the 
M id d lesex  com e up again at the most critical moment, 
ju st as the sun w as setting, it m ay have proved serious, 
as it w as a very  grave situation, and I felt very  anxious 
m yself, know ing that if  the position w as not taken that 
night we should have to  retire, w hich w ould have been 
ve ry  unfavourable to  us, S ir  R ed vers Buller, and to the 
whole nation at hom e. B ut, how ever, the M iddlesex 
cam e up and the position w as taken, the Boers running 
aw ay pell-m ell that sam e n ight. W hen the B oers retired 
they also left L a n g ’s N ek . I cannot say they retired, 
they sim ply fled— a disorganised rabble.

N o w  this m akes the th ird  tim e you  have distinguished 
yourselves, and you  have covered yourselves w ith  
honour and glory, and w hen you  read the history o f this 
w ar in  years to com e you  should be proud to think you 
belonged to that good old corps w ho fu lly  m aintained 
the nam e they deserve— “  D ie-H a rd s .”

N ow , this Regim ent has alw ays been very  lucky in 
arriv in g at the m ost critical m om ent. T h e  first tim e the 
Regim en t distinguished itself w as at that m ountain, 
Sp ion  K op , when you  saved the position and also the 
Lan cash ire  Brigade, w h o  w ere  on the point o f retiring. 
T h e  B oers said they intended to m ake it a second M ajuba, 
and make the E n glish  run down into N atal, shooting 
them  down like rabbits as th ey  ra n ; and perhaps they 
w ou ld  have done so had not the M id d lesex  arrived ju st in 
tim e ; but, thank G o d , they d id not run. It  is a m atter 
o f  controversy as to w hether it w as a v ictory or not, but 
I  say  it w as a v ictory and w ill be looked upon as such. 
A s to the retirem ent, I had nothing w hatever to do w ith 
th at! but, as I have said, there w ill be m ore said about 
that in tim e to come. T h e  second tim e you  distin
guished yourselves w as at V an  W yk, w hen You> 311(1 
you  alone, fought and held that position and did not 
retire, but stayed there, like men and heroes all, through 
a night o f b itter cold and frost, w ithout food, shelter and 
w ithout a top-coat. T h e  third tim e you  distinguished 
yourselves w as at A lm on ’s N ek, and the reason I made 
you  second line that day w as because W ellm jpon and 
N apoleon alw ays said they kept their best and bravest 
m en in the second line to consolidate the victory, and 
know ing this Regim ent from  the w ork they had done, I 
acted in the sam e m anner.

rardi

N ow , 1 m ust tell you 1 have received congratulations 
from  S ir  R ed vers B u ller and other distinguished 
officers, and I think it only fa ir that I should share them 
w ith  you.

T h e re  is one thing m ore that I should like to speak to 
you  about, it is that during all the tryin g times you  have 
undergone and the terrible  hardships you have had, 
such as no coats or blankets, and the bitter cold w inds 
and hard sharp frosts, you  m ust have felt it very much. 
Y e t , I am pleased to say, I have heard no grum bling or 
com plaints. W e are now going to stay here fo r a few 
days to renew our supplies before we advance and I 
know  you have all earned this m uch-needed rest.

C ol. H ill, Officers, N .C .O .s  and m en o f the M iddlesex 
Regim ent, once m ore I thank you, and I am sorry for 
the valuable lives you  have lost and for the seriously 
wounded.

M EN  OF TH E R E G IM E N T  
T h e M en  o f Spion  Kop

In  m y previous articles o f M en  o f the Regim ent, I have 
chosen an  individual. T h is  article w ill be a story o f a 
group o f individuals. T h e  m en o f Sp ion  K o p . On 
Jan u ary  24 this year, 60 years after the battle, a num ber of 
the veterans gathered together at the Regim ental D epot, 
to com m em orate the action. A ll w ere octogenarians 
w hom  w e saw. W e saw w hat they are, but our interest 
as soldiers is w hat they w ere as fighting m en. Fighting 
M en  o f the Regim ent.

T h e  Battle  o f Sp ion  K o p  was a defeat for the British 
A rm y as w as D unkirk , but the bravery  o f the British 
soldier w as outstanding. Positions bad ly  chosen in the 
dark, trenches too shallow  to afford cover, no artillery 
or m achine guns to oppose the enem y w ho w ere well 
arm ed w ith  m axim -nordenfelts, H otchkiss and field 
guns spraying the area w ith  shrapnel and lyddite shells. 
O ur men w ere terrib ly crow ded, in m any places ly in g  on 
top o f each other in  the blaxin g A frican  sun. The 
sufferings endured from  thirst w ere also very  great. 
T h e  only w ater available w as w hat the m en had in their 
w ater bottles. T h e  explosion o f the shells on the rocky 
terrain  split the boulders and the sharp flint-like 
fragm ents caused m any casualties. One private who 
had his chest torn  open w ith  splintered rock was 
evacuated down from  the top o f the K op  and when 
asked how  he felt, replied “  Oh, I ’m all right, they only 
dropped me twice com ing d ow n .”  T h e  troops, when 
am m unition ran out w anted to cross the dip between the 
hills and attack the B oers w ith  the bayonet and frequently 
exposed them selves in their keenness to carry the fight 
to enem ies positions. A s som eone at the tim e said, 
“  T h e ir  courage is incontestable, their m ethods absurd. 
S ince the C rim ea W ar, the B ritish  soldier had been 
fighting native w ars, but in  South  A frica  he was opposed 
to an arm y w ho were adept at taking advantage o f all 
types o f cover, w ere trackers and stalkers o f long practice 
and used the m ost up-to-date firearm s and guns. 
K ru p p  guns w ere served b y  trained G erm an  and 
A ustrian  gunners and the B oer was not averse to 
approaching under a flag o f truce and then suddenly- 
opening fire. In  short, the enem y w ere superior m 
skill o f shooting and use o f ground as w ell as being

Die D^ie -Ddardi 135

superbly arm ed, he had the advantages in all except 
courage. A  speech by  G en eral T a lb o t Coke to the 2nd 
Battalion M idd lesex  Regim ent in Ju n e, 1900, included 
the following, “  N ow  this makes the third time you have 
distinguished yourselves, and you have covered you r
selves w ith  honour and g lory, and when you read the 
history o f this w ar in years to come you  should be proud 
to think you  belonged to that good old corps who fu lly  
maintained the name they deserve— ‘ T h e  D ie-H ard s.’ 
Th e  first tim e the regim ent d istinguished itse lf was at 
that m ountain, Sp ion  K o p , w hen you saved the position 
and, also the L ancash ire  Brigade, who w ere on the 
point o f retirin g.”

T h e  m en w ho fought at Sp ion  K o p  w ere in the 
majority, m en who had served in Ind ia for m any years 
and were acknowledged as soldiers w ho could march 
well and shoot well. In  1890, the Battalion m arched 
from K am ptee to M how , a distance o f  335  miles 
through ju n g le  and villages w hich had not seen a British  
Regiment since the days o f the M u tin y : 189 3 saw  a 
number o f the Regim ent m arching over steep mountain 
passes to K ela t to avenge the m urder o f  m inister 
at the instigation o f the K h an  o f K elat. One o f these 
was Pte. W . B oyd , who w on the D .C .M . at Sp ion  K op  
and a clasp to this m edal on Ju n e 14 , 19 15 .  H e was 
twice specially prom oted during the years o f 19 14 - 15  
and was recom m ended fo r the V ictoria C ross on two 
occasions. W hen 60 years o f age he w as still an efficient 
fighting m an to w hom  his com rades naturally turned 
when their officers w ere killed. A  brave man who led 
attacks on the enem y; who took charge o f tight com ers 
when his com m ander w as a casualty; w ho brought up 
supplies under heavy shell-fire to save exposing his 
comrades to danger and who, on a num ber o f  occasions, 
rescued wounded men from  “  N o  M an ’s L a n d .”  
Another “  D ie-H ard  ”  o f the sam e calibre w as D ick 
Evans, who also w on the D .C .M . in the Boer W ar. 
Besides the m arch to K ela t the men had to rem ove the 
Khan’s treasure, 44 lac o f rupees (4,400,000) packed in 
boxes containing eight thousand rupees each. Before 
starting the d a y ’s m arch, nearly an h ou r’s w ork  was 
entailed loading the 275 camels w hich carried  the 
treasure, then, at the end o f the day on arriva l at the 
camp, all had to be unloaded again. G u ard  duties were 
severe as can be quite understood (most soldiers found 
it difficult to keep one rupee in Ind ia let alone nearly 
four and a half m illion). In  addition to m arching and 
loading this enorm ous w eight o f  metal there w as the 
camel to deal w ith . Readers w ho have experience o f 
the oont ”  w ill know  that loading a cam el in a frisky 
mood is far different to loading a land rover!

Referring back to the m arch from  K am ptee to M how, 
this was excellent training fo r the B oer W ar, as the A rm y 
trekked for miles and had to be able to fight a battle at 
t e end o f the m arch, therefore it wras essential that a 

egiment do the approach m arch in an able manner, 
he Battalion, 15  officers and 654 rank and file, each 

ln fighting order and carrying 40 rounds o f ball am- 
— n, started its m arch at 6 .30 a.m. on Jan u ary  24,
' 90 , a day 10  years later they w ould be fighting the 

0ers ° n Spion K op . A t the first halt, the troops piled 
arms and plucked and ate the w ild fru it from  the trees 
an • naturally, the ever-friend ly “  dudheens ”  were

filled and lit. A t “  Stand to ! ”  the Battalion fell in, the 
flank m en changing over, som e m en hastily tucking 
their p ipes, “  in full tun e,”  up their sleeves until "  march 
at ease ”  was given  w hich set the m en busily  talking and 
brought the pipes into action again. A s soon as the unit 
reached its cam ping place, equipm ent was blancoed and 
brasses cleaned ready fo r the C .O .— L t.-C o l. H . D . 
W ade-D alton— to hold his inspection and address the 
troops. A t  sunset Retreat sounded and there w as the 
evening stam pede to “  P int-Pot V illa ,”  the canteen run 
by  the canteen Sergeant. A t 7 .30  p .m . tattoo sounded 
and all troops w ent to their tents and to sleep until

Rouse ”  at 4  a.m . T h e n  tents w ere struck and the 
m arch resum ed. U nfortunately the bullock carts did 
not keep as steady a pace as the men and no tentage 
arrived. T h e  Regim ent at this tim e w as often called 
the “  B lin ders,”  ow ing to the shine on their arm s and 
accoutrem ent brasses. R eport says they really earned 
the name in another respect that night. T h e  next night 
the unit held a cam p-bonfire and concert w ith S g t.-M a jo r 
M oore as announcer. H ere the whole o f  the Regim ent 
jo in ed  in lu stily  singing the popular choruses. One can 
picture these tough, lean, rugged m en singing happily 
in the glow  o f this vast bonfire. M en who could work 
hard, m arch hard and, ten years hence, w ere to die-hard. 
A fter a hard d a y ’s foot-slogging, they scrubbed them 
selves, cleaned their arm s and accoutrem ents and then 
together sat on the hard ground and in com radeship 
jo yo u sly  roared together their robust songs. V ery 
different from  going to the T .V . room, ly in g  over an 
arm chair like a length o f  tape and w atching a long
haired type w ailing and w aggling his bottom.

T h e  cooks baked the bread in earth ovens, keeping 
a w ary eye on the num erous dogs that followed the 
colum n. A s ever w ith  the B ritish  soldier, he and any 
stray dog soon becam e friends. N ext to the bakers was 
the Battalion “  M oochi ”  or shoe-m aker. H ere the 
soldier could be seen w aiting for any repair to toe, heel 
or sole ready for the next d a y ’s m arch, then squatting on 
the ground next to the moochi w ould be the “  D u rz i,”  
o r tailor, repairing the ribbons o f a glengarry worn by 
the infantry' at this time, or perhaps another stitch or 
two in a tom  jacket. T h e  m eat ration w as on the hoof, 
therefore the Regim ental butcher and his helpers w ould 
have to slaughter the beast ready fo r the next day . 
M igh ty  tough eating they w ere too.

Band and D rum s supplied m usic how ever rough the 
going, and ju n gle tracks can be rough. C heerfu l strains 
o f “  T h e  G y p sy  C horus in Preciosa.”  “  Jo h n  Brow n 's 
K n ap sack ,”  and the m artial air o f “  Scots wa H ae,”  
played by  the Band, and m erry hornpipes and reels by 
the C orps o f D rum s, including “  T h e  M idd lesex 
H ornpipe ”  now only a w orn sheet o f  m anuscript paper 
in the w riter’s possession.

Jan u ary  27  found the ju n g le  becom ing m ore dense 
and prickly shrubs abounded. H ere at Sonair Cam p 
quite a stir w as caused as news w as spread that two 
officers had a box that “  took sketched by  the instan
taneous process o f photography.”  T h ese  officers were 
L t . C . L . M u riel (killed at Sp ion  K op) and L t . Prince. 
T h e  sight o f  a cam era intrigued the troops and was 
referred to by  som e as the “  three-legged cyclops.**



T h e  natives w ere scared o f the contraption and ran fo r 
dear life  w hen it w as aim ed at them .

Stro llin g  through the ju n gle ghastly sights m et the 
v iew  on  all sides. A  hum an sku ll w ith  the hair still 
rem ain ing, here a pelvis w ith  part o f the m uscles still 
attached, here a thigh bone or a hum erus, o r a hand 
and foot, and all over the p lace large bones o f cattle. 
T h e  m en w ere told  b y  villagers that the hum an rem ains 
w ere  those taken b y  night from  graves by  jackals w hilst 
the bones o f cattle w ere the rem ains o f the tigers ’ p rey.
L t .  M u rie l captured som e o f these sights in h is b o x  by 
the “  instantaneous process o f photography. ’ F o rtu 
nately fo r the w riter in his studies, he d idn ’t capture 
the sm ells as w ell!

Jan u ary  28 w as a day o f rough m arching ov er rocks 
and boulders in a straight line over the h ills  to the next 
cam ping ground. T h ese  stupendous hills resem bled 
truncated cones, being perfectly  flat at the top, w hich 
gave the m en a breather before m arching dow n the 
rough  track to the bottom . S o  overjoyed w as L /C p l. 
W ilson  (the bass drum m er) w hen he sighted the camp, 
th at in h is enthusiasm  he sent his drum stick right 
th rou gh  the drum -head and “  let out all the m usic, as 
a m an in the ranks rem arked. A t the end o f this tiring 
m arch there w as an out-post du ty exercise u n der the 
com m and o f the Colonel. T h e  m en did a fu ll day s 
w ork fo r a fu ll day ’s pay.

T h e  n ext day, as the bullocks w ere being driven 
forw ard  a tiger ju m p ed  out from  the ju n g le  and killed 
one o f them  and w as about to devour it w hen the 
schoolm aster, M r. C ockell, fired at the beast. M r. 
Cockell w as a G o d -fearin g  m an and m anager o f the
I .O .G .T . L o d g e . T h e  Independent O rder o f G ood 
T e m p la rs ’ creed w as to encourage religion and tem 
perance and had m uch success fo r m any years in  the 
77th  and 2nd Battalion. T h e  77th  w as acknowledged 
as havin g the finest canteen and reading-room s in India. 
In  fact, reading-room s w ere quite  a novelty in the 
A rm y  in those days.

T h e  m arching w as m aking the bullocks tough, w hich 
m eant it w as essential to have good jaw s to chew the 
m eat; bu t the troops seem ed h appy, as one says: A t
least the horse-soup the coffee-shop w as selling is 
tender enough.”

T h e  first day o f F eb ru ary  w as an ordeal tor the 
m arching m en as the ju n g le  had caught fire the day 
prev ious and the m arch was through  black dust and 
em bers. S o  begrim ed w ere they that they could not 
recognise one another. W hen eventually they halted it 
w as beside a river, so a good bathe w as possib le. Som e 
o f the tentage w as late in arrivin g, w hich m eant a num ber 
o f the men had to rem ain for hours under the glare o f 
the “  Bengal blanket,”  the old soldiers’ nam e fo r the 
In d ian  sun. H ow ever, Pte. W ischhusen, w ho had a 
fine voice, gave the men a couple o f  songs and m ade 
h im self useful. T e n  years later he m ade h im self useful 
again this tim e the bullets w ere singing and W ischhusen 
w as gallantly earning a D .C .M . H e picked up a live  
shell that had fallen  am ong the troops at Sp ion  K op  
and threw  it over the cliffs.

M arch in g  daily— and gaily— the R egim ent w ere m  
fine fettle, m eeting all obstacles and crossing them  in 
their stride. T h e  only rest w as the Sabbath. O n this
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day there w as no m arching, but divine service and then 
dism iss. T h is  m eant that Saturd ay night was a camp 
bonfire and concert night, w hen m any men w ould  dance 
the hornpipe to the tune o f a flute.

On one occasion w hilst the R egim ent w as fording a 
river, the m en w ere intrigued at the num ber o f turtles 
th ey  could see in the distance. T h e  “  turtles ”  turned 
out to be crocodiles w ith  w hich  the river w as infested! 
T h e  encam ping ground w as very  rough and the sur
rounding ju n gle was fu ll o f  gam e. H ere  C apt. Savile  
killed a w ild boar w hich  w as brought into the camp, 
m uch to the delight and satisfaction o f the troops, who 
had a change o f  diet. A n  old 77th  m an— he w as the 
last officer servin g in  the R egim en t w ho had enlisted 
in the 77th — he w as fon dly know n to  the soldiers as 
“  V in egar B ottle .”  A n  officer w ho did m uch fo r his 
m en ’s w elfare and fought gallantly at Sp ion  K o p , being 
aw arded the D .S .O . fo r his services there.

M on day, Feb ru ary  24, w as a day o f incidents. T h e  
Regim ent had to  pass a frail bridge over a river in single 
file, w hich necessitated m uch delay. T h e n  the terrified 
natives reported “  tigers about,”  w hich caused jo y  to 
the officers w ho planned a shoot. L a te r  in the day an 
eclipse o f the sun  occurred w hich  com pletely changed 
the face o f nature, and insects o f all descriptions were 
about in thousands. L ittle  fishes seem ed to go m ad in 
the stream  b y  the cam p until the w ind began to rise.
A  rush w as m ade fo r ham m ers to secure tent-pegs and 
the w ind began to how l, follow ed b y  the rain in torrents. 
T h is  w as sucked up b y  the th irsty earth that the ground 
w as soon d ry  again w hen the rain  ceased. A  few  tents 
w ere blow n down, but b y  evening the m en w ere once 
m ore settled dow n to cleaning up and eagerly waiting 
fo r their sing-song. T h e n  w ith  their m ess-tins hanging 
from  their belt-hooks, those w ho could afford it made 
their w ay to “  P in t-Pot V illa  ”  to recuperate ready for 
the next d a y ’s m arch.

T h e  fu ll story o f the m arch is too long to tell in  this 
article o f the M en  o f the R egim ent w ho fought at Spion 
K o p , but from  Jan u ary  24  to M arch  6, 1890, the troops 
m arched through ju n g le, crossed rivers on rickety 
bridges or forded them  w hen there w as no bridge, 
clim bed sm all m ountains and hills and passed through 
places that had not seen a B ritish  soldier sinces the 
m utiny, areas that w ere veritable  charnel houses, all the 
tim e carryin g th eir ow n rations and supplies, also the 
Regim ental treasure-chest. N o t a m an w as lost through 
sickness or any other reason. On M arch  6 they marche 
erect and n im ble into quarters at M h o w  to the strains 
o f the Regim ental Band p laying “  Padd y ’s Resource. 
T h e y  w ere early in their arrival and the band o f the 
other B ritish  unit, the 18 th  H ussars, w ho cam e to meet 
them  w ere too late. ,

Im m ediately they got into quarters the bugle sounded 
“  O rderly  Sergean t,”  and they w ere told that the 
B attalion w ould  parade at six  o ’clock the following 
m orning (M arch  7) fo r inspection by  M aj.-G en. 
G illesp ie , Com m anding M how  D istrict. T h e  Battalion 
w as present to a m an. T e n  years later, w ith  the excep
tion o f the Q uarterm aster and h is staff, w ho w ere lert 
at Sp earm an ’s in ch a ise  o f the baggage, the Battalion 
w as present to the m an at the Battle  o f Sp ion  KoP- 
N o  w onder G enerals B uller, V.C., W arren and Talbot
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Coke came to rely  on these m en and one to say : “  Y ou  
should be proud to think you  belonged to that good old 
corps who fu lly  m aintained the name they deserve—  
‘ D ie-H ards.’ ”

In  the opening paragraph w e w ondered w hat kind o f 
men w ere those w ho fought at Sp ion  K o p , som e o f 
whom we had the honour to entertain sixty  years later. 
Now we know, and w e know  the training that w ent to 
make them w orthy o f our pride in them as M en  o f the

CO RRESPO N DEN CE
R e C /Sgt. Stew ard ’s comm ents, D ecem ber, 19 59  issue. 

T h e  E d i t o r .
D e a r  S i r ,

I am inclined to agree that the title “  Old Com rades ”  
probably has an adverse effect on ex-m em bers o f  the 
Regiment jo in in g the Association. T o  refer to a m an as 
an “  Old Com rade ”  im m ediately gives the im pression 
o f an old gentlem an instead o f som ebody perhaps in his 
twenties.

W hilst not w ishing to c ry  down the achievem ents o f 
the Boer W ar veterans, “  T h e  Old Contem ptibles ”  and 
the men who slogged it out in the trenches o f 19 14 - 19 18 , 
I think that a change o f title from  “  O ld Com rades 
Association ”  to “  T h e  D ie-H ards Association ”  would 
encourage m any m ore to jo in . In  fact, I  think even the 
old ’uns w ould p refer to be referred to as an “  Old 
D ie-H ard ”  instead o f  “  O ld C om rade,”  as there is 
something about it that makes a m an feel proud.

T .  G . C h r i s t m a n .

There is som ething in w hat you say. W ould Branch 
Secretaries kindly g ive their views ?— E d i t o r .

T h e  E d it o r .
D ea r  S ir ,

Th e other day I w as checking through the records o f 
service o f m em bers o f the perm anent sta ff at present 
with the 7th Battalion. I w as surprised to come across 
a unit called the 1s t  H eavy Su pp ort Com pany, the 
M iddlesex Regim ent. It  seemed a strange name and, 
obviously, was a unit as opposed to a C om pany o f one of 
the Battalions. I becam e intrigued when I  found no 
mention o f this C om pany in the Regim ental H istory, 
19 19 -19 52 .

Apparently the 1s t  H eavy Support C om pany M idd le
sex was form ed in Ita ly  in the early spring o f 1944. It 
was, I understand, an Independent Com pany and part 
of 1st G uards Brigade in the 6th A rm oured D ivision. 
It comprised tw o platoons o f M .M .G . and two o f 
4-2 M ortar, the C om pany num bering about 250 all 
ranks. I am told that on its form ation, officers and men 
were drafted in from  various reinforcem ent units, and 
also that a num ber came from  the K ensingtons. It is 
believed that the unit w as officially affiliated to the 2/7th 
M iddlesex and, presum ably, a num ber o f officers and 
N .C.O .s came from  that Battalion.

The 1 st H eavy Support C om pany remained a part o f 
the 8th A rm y until the spring o f 19 45, when it w as dis
banded in A ustria after having advanced beyond 
Klagenfart via V illad  and V eldon. Som e 80 all ranks 
eventually arrived at B lacon Cam p, Chester, where from

the M .G . T ra in in g  C entre they w ere subsequently 
sent to 1 st M idd lesex  in G erm any.

It  seem ed to m e a p ity  that this unusual Independent 
C om pany o f  the Regim ent should receive no m ention in 
the Regim ental H istory. Perhaps an officer w ho served 
in it m ight be prepared to record its activities ?

T w o  m em bers o f the C om pany w ere R .S .M . T h om  
and C /Sgt. Larkin .

N . F . L e g g e  (Capt.)
A djutant,

7th  Battalion T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent (D .C .O .) 

T h an k  you  fo r you r interesting and revealing letter. 
W e do not consider that such a unit w as officially 
sponsored by  the W ar Office, as no W ar D iary  for it was 
produced w hen the Regim ental H istory, 19 19 - 19 5 2 , was 
w ritten ; how ever, w e presum e that it m ust have been an 
im provised unit form ed b y  the theatre or A rm y C om 
m ander. From  our ow n experience in S ic ily , sim ilar 
im provised units wfere form ed and know n as In fan try  
B rigade Su pp ort Com panies, but their existence w as 
shortlived as they w ere so expensive in term s o f m an
pow er. Perhaps other readers m ay be able to give 
m ore details ?— E d i t o r .

E N  G A G EM EN T S
T h e  fo llow ing engagem ent w as announced recently: 

C r u m l e y — C r a i g . — T h e  engagem ent is announced 
between C apt. G ordon  C rum ley, T h e  M iddlesex 
Regim ent (D .C .O .), son o f M r. and M rs. W . A . 
C rum ley, o f 14  Oaklands, E aling, W .13 , and M argaret 
daughter o f M rs. and M rs. W . D . C raig , o f C aim s- 
m ore, F leet, H ants.

BIR T H
J o r d a n .— O n N ovem ber 18 , to Sheila  (née N icol), w ife 

o f  C apt. A . N . Jo rdan , 6 Enterprise  Road, C hisip ite 
P .O ., H ighlands, Sa lisb ury, South  Rhodesia, a 
daughter, sister for A nn and Susan.

H u t c h i n g s .— On Febru ary 10 , at K in g sb u ry  M atern ity 
H ospital, to A n d y (née W ells), w ife  o f  M ajo r R oy 
H utchings, a daughter (Jane).

DEATH S
W i l c o x .— E x -C .S .M . S . J .  W ilcox, w ho died on 

N ovem ber 22, in his 80th year, jo ined the Regim ent in 
1899 and com pleted 12  year’s service, later rejoining 
the Regim ent in the F irst W orld W ar. H e served in 
the South  A frican  W ar, and w as a m em ber o f  the 
S .A . W ar Veterans Association. H is funeral w as 
attended by C apt. F . G . A sh b y  and a w reath was sent 
on beh alf o f  the Association.

W’e s t . — W illiam  F . W est w ho w as an In-pensioner o f  the 
R o yal Hospital,- Chelsea, died there on D ecem ber 2. 
H e served in the Regim ent in the F irst W orld W ar, 
and had been an In-pensioner fo r three and a half 
years. H is funeral w as a private one so w e w ere not 
represented.

C l a r k e . — M ajor L . F . C larke, w ho w as a w ell-known 
m em ber o f the M ill H ill branch, died on Jan u ary  8, 
and the crem ation at G o ld ers G reen  w as attended by 
several m em bers. O ur deepest sym pathy is extended 
to his fam ily.
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L a m o n t .— Su d d en ly  on Jan u ary  20, w hilst on holiday 
in C eylo n , C ol. J .  N . Lam on t, M .C., t . d .  Col. 
L am o n t w as the late H on. Colonel o f the 9th Battalion, 
and an obituary notice appears elsewhere in this issue.

G arroW.— W e regret to announce the death at his home 
in Saffron  W alden o f  M ajo r V ern on  J .  G arrow , 
late o f the Regim en t, on Jan u ary  30. C ol. B row ne 
and M ajo r H eyw ood w ere am ong those w ho attended 
h is fu n eral in  C am bridge.

S c o t t . — W e regret to announce the death on February 
18  o f C ol. D on ald  A lan  Scott, w ho served w ith  the 
113th Battalion Lon don  R egim ent in  W orld  W ar I. 
M ajor H eyw ood attended the crem ation at St. 
M arylebone Crem atorium .

O BITU ARY
L T .- C O L . D O N A L D  A . S C O T T , t .d .  

C om m issioned in the K .O .Y .L .I .  S erved  in  France 
19 15 - 18 .

Re-appoin ted  to the T errito ria l A rm y about 19 24 , in 
the 19 th  L o n d o n  R egim ent (S t. Pancras Rifles) in the 
rank o f C aptain . C om m anded the Battalion  from  1934 
until the Regim ent w as converted fro m  Infantry to a 
Search light Battalion, R o yal Engineers, in  the early  part 

o f 1935-
Served  on staff appointm ents in E n glan d  in the 19 39 - 

45 W ar.
H is son, Jo h n  W . Scott, w as com m issioned to the 

M idd lesex  Regim ent during the tim e o f his N ational 
Service.

CO U N TY OF M ID D L E SE X  T ER R IT O R IA L  
AN D  A U X IL IA R Y  FO R CES A SSO CIA TIO N

T h ere  are rem arkably few  R egu lars or even T e rr i
torials who really know  the aim and responsibilities o f 
the T errito ria l and A uxiliary' Fo rces Association o f  a 
county, or, as it is often called, “  T h e  T .A .F .A .  or 
plain “ T .A .  A ssociation.”  Som e have an inkling o f 
w hat it is in aid of, but the vast m ajority have no idea at 
all or think, quite erroneously, that it is part and parcel 
o f the Regim ental Association.

In  fact, the T errito ria l and A u x ilia ry  Forces A ssocia
tion o f the County' o f M id d le sex  is o f direct concern to 
every m em ber o f our Regim ent, w hether R egu lar or 
Territorial, and every single resident in our county, 
since it is responsible for raising, recruiting and ad
m inistering the T erritoria l and A u xiliary  Forces o f 
M iddlesex.

O rigin

T h e  B oer W ar revealed beyond shadow o f doubt that 
the citizen forces o f this country w e r e ja d ly  inadequate 
in m any w ays. T h is  inadequacy was exam ined in detail 
by  a R oyal C om m ission appointed in 19 03, w hich, in 
turn, resulted in a complete reorganisation and the 
passing o f the T erritoria l and Reserve Forces A ct of 
1907. U n der this A ct the M ilitia  became the Special 
Reserve, charged w ith  the provision o f drafts for the 
Regu lar A rm y, and the Y eom an ry  and Volunteers were 
com bined to form  the T errito ria l Force.

T h e  training o f this new force, for obvious reasons, 
was in the hands o f the G eneral Staff, but it w as felt
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that the R egu lar A rm y was singularly  ill-qualified and 
organised to com pete w ith  the recruitm ent, clothing, 
adm inistration, and maintenance o f drill halls, etc., of 
units spread throughout the m any villages and tow ns of 
this country. A dded to w hich, the force was to be based 
on territorial connections and closely linked w ith the 
existing local civic organisations o f w hich the Regular 
A rm y had little experience. T h erefore , the responsibility 
fo r recruitm ent and adm inistration, etc., was vested in 
special public bodies, know n as C ounty Associations, 
w hich w ere created expressly fo r this very  purpose.

It is clear that associations came into being as a 
cushion between the m ilitary and the V olunteer in the 
hope that an association w ould understand better the 
peculiar needs and problem s o f the part-tim e soldier. 
A n  association is less bound by  regulation and red tape 
in its system  o f administration than the A rm y itse lf and 
this naturally leads to greater flexibility. A n yw ay, this 
system , modified every now and then, has stood the test 
o f time and can, therefore, be presum ed to have been 
successfu l and achieved its aim.

H istory

It  is interesting to consider the original units o f the 
old V olunteer Force allotted to this Association on its 
creation. T h e y  included the 1s t and 2nd Volunteer 
Battalions, T h e  D uke o f C am bridge’s O w n (M iddlesex 
Regim ent), the M idd lesex companies o f 5th  West 
M idd lesex Rifles and, in addition, one new com pany of 
the A rm y Service C orps had to be raised ab initio.

T h e  1 st and 2nd V oluntter Battalions became 7th 
and 8th Battalions T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent, w ith  head
quarters at H ornsey and H ounslow  respectively and are 
still located there at the present day. T h e  8th Battalion 
T h e  M idd lesex  Regim ent became n t h  Battalion The 
Parachute Regim ent (8th Battalion T h e  M iddlesex 
Regim ent), T .A . ,  from  1947  to 19 56  w hen it reverted 
back to its old title and role.

T h e  5th  W est M iddlesex Rifles becam e 9th Battalion 
T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent w ith headquarters at W illes- 
den, but, in 19 38 , it was transferred to the Royal 
A rtillery and, after several changes in role and title, it 
is now 5 7 1 L .A .A . Regim ent, R .A . (9th Battalion The 
M idd lesex Regim ent), T .A . ,  w ith  headquarters at 
Edgw are.

In  1908, 2nd South  M idd lesex Rifles w ere transferred 
to M idd lesex and became 10th Battalion T h e  M iddlesex 
Regim ent w ith  headquarters at C hisw ick. T h is  Batta
lion becam e 44th D ivisional Signals in 19 20 , which they 
still are but w ith  the slightly modified title o f 44 th 
(H om e Counties) Sign als Regim ent, T .A .

T h e  Association first started handling Cadets in 19 1 °  
and began by  raising four Cadet Battalions.

T h e  name o f the T erritoria l Force was changed to 
T erritoria l A rm y in 19 2 1  and the title o f the Association 
w as altered in 19 30  because o f the inclusion o f the 
A uxiliary A ir  Force. .

T o d ay , the Association adm inisters 3 1  Territorial 
A rm y units and sub-units, one Royal A u xiliary  Air 
Force unit, 23 A rm y C adet Force units, 32  centres, 19 
m arried officers’ quarters and 82 m arried soldiers 
quarters.

Dl. 2bi

O rganisation
T h e  presidency o f the Association is autom atically 

filled by H er M ajesty ’s Lieutenant for the county.. Our 
first president w as H is G race  the D uke o f Bedford , k .g . ,  
who held office from  1908 to 1926. O ur present presi
dent, the fifth in line o f succession, is S ir  Frederick  
Handley Page, c .b .e .

T h e  chairm en and vice-chairm en o f the Association 
are subject to annual election. O ur first chairm an was 
the Rt. H on. the L o rd  Cheylesm ore, g .b .e .,  k .c .m .g .,  
K .C .v .o ., w ho w as chairm an from  1908 until he died in 
1925, since when there have been five chairmen, o f 
whom the follow ing were distinguished and w ell-known 
members o f our Regim en t: Col. S ir  E dw in  K in g,
K.C.B., C .M .G ., a .d .c .  ( 19 36 -19 4 5 ), Brigadier E . E . F . 
Baker, C .B ., C .B .E ., D .s.o., M .C., T .D ., d . l .  ( 19 5 1- 19 5 9 )  
and Brigadier E . W . C . F la  veil, d .s .o . ,  m .c .,  t . d . ,  d . l . ,  
who was elected in N ovem ber 19 59  and whose son, 
Capt. J .  S . C . F lavell, is the present A djutant o f 8th 
Battalion T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent.

T h e m em bership o f the Association is composed o f the 
Com m anding Officers o f the units in the county, selected 
past or present Regular, T erritoria l or A u xiliary  Forces 
officers, selected individuals connected w ith  or interested 
in Cadet Forces and representatives o f the County' 
Council, local authorities and em ployers and em ployees’ 
associations.

T h e Association headquarters has a perm anent staff 
headed by  a secretary. O f the six  secretaries who have 
held office since 1908 the last three w ere all mem bers o f 
our R egim ent: C ol. A . M . O. A nw yl-Passingham ,
c .b .e . ( 19 24 -19 4 5 ), B rigadier B . B . Rackham , c .b .e . ,  
m .c ., d . l .  ( i9 4 5 ‘ I 958) and Col. A . S . J .  de S . Clayton, 
the present secretary.

T h e  Association headquarters staff is com prised o f a 
Finance Section, W orks Section, A dm inistrative and 
Accommodation Section, Cadet Section and a Q uarter
master’s Store. A dded to w hich, there is a w orking party 
who operate under the direct control o f the Association 
Superintendent o f W orks and w ho compete w ith  the 
hundred and one m inor odd jo bs affecting the m ainten
ance o f Association properties.

T h e administration for w hich the Association is 
responsible includes all aspects o f finance other than the 
pay and allowances o f V olunteers, clothing and equip
ment, and the building, maintenance and furnishing o f 
all centres and m arried quarters— in fact, virtually  all 
the “  out o f training ”  peace-tim e needs. It  should be 
stressed, how ever, that one o f the m ain tasks o f the 
Association m ust be recruiting, w ithout w hich there 
would be no T erritoria l A rm y nor A rm y Cadet Force to 
administer.

Th e business o f the Association is handled by one or 
other o f the follow ing com m ittees: the G eneral P u r
poses Com m ittee, F inance Com m ittee, Recruiting 
Committee, Build ings Com m ittee, A rm y Cadet Force 
Committee— and their recomm endations, i f  and when 
approved by an Association m eeting, become the A sso
ciation policies w hich, in turn, are implem ented by the 
permanent staff.

It is interesting to note that there is no standard lay-out 
or associations w ith regard to staff or comm ittee or

ganisation. Each association has a charter laid down in
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general term s by  the A rm y and A ir  Councils and re
ceives an annual m onetary allotm ent on w hich to run. 
T h ere  is no fixed organisation on the lines o f a m ilitary 
establishm ent and each individual association organises 
itself as it considers best to meet the needs o f  the area 
fo r w hich it is responsible. T h ese  needs are bound to 
vary  and on w hether the area is basically urban or rural. 
I t  is this very  aspect w hich gives associations such 
flexib ility  and enables them  to eliminate m uch red tape 
and strict regulations w hich is inherent in any m ilitary 
organisation.

M ID D LE SE X  A R M Y  CADET FORCE

T h e re  has been an organised body o f C adets in 
M idd lesex since 19 10 , when the C ounty T erritorial 
C adet Association w as form ed. T o d ay  the M iddlesex 
A rm y Cadet Force is celebrating its S ilver Jubilee.

A rm y C adets are no new  grow th— there are references 
to them as long ago as the reign o f Jam es I — but in 
V ictorian times they becam e established b y  attachment 
to the V olunteer Battalion. T h u s  i960 heralds the 
C entenary for A rm y C adets— the first o f the youth 
organisations to reach this venerable age. T h e  centre 
piece o f the A rm y Cadet Force celebrations w ill be the 
progress o f the D uke o f E d in b urgh ’s Ban ner which is to 
pass from  C ounty to C ounty until it arrives back in 
London when it w ill be the centre o f a N ational parade.

Representative C adets from  the C ounty are to take 
part in the Dedication service and the Presentation o f  the 
B an ner on Febru ary  9, 1960, at H .M . T o w e r o f London, 
w hen the D uke o f Edinburgh , as C olonel-in-C hief, the 
A rm y Cadet Force, w ill be present. T h e  celebration 
o f the C entenary Y e a r w ill not end there. A ll Cadet 
units in M idd lesex are being encouraged and w ill 
organise their own local functions throughout the year. 
It  is hoped that readers o f the Jo u rn al w ill support their 
local Cadet unit.

It  w ill be o f interest to know that there is a M idd lesex 
A rm y C adet Force unit in, almost, every Borough and 
U rban D istrict in the C ounty. In every case the unit is 
affiliated to the local Territorial A rm y unit and has the 
honour to w ear the cap badge and other insignia o f its 
affiliated unit. T h ere  would, undoubtedly, be more 
C adet units and certainly m ore C adets serv ing in them 
if  the establishm ent o f Officers and Sergean t-M ajor and 
Sergeant Instructors could be brought up to strength. 
E n quiries from  volunteers w ould be w elcom ed at 30 
Pont Street, London, S .W .i ,  or at H eadquarters o f local 
units w ho all meet on at least one and, in the m ajority o f 
cases, two evenings each week.

It  w ill be o f special interest to readers o f the Journal 
to know  o f  those Cadet units who w ear the cap badge o f 
the M idd lesex Regim ent. T h ese  young “  D ie-H ards ”  
are very proud o f the honour and live up to that high 
standard o f  conduct for w hich the Regim ent is re
nowned. A  list o f all Cadet units, w ith  their locality 
shown in brackets after their title, w ill be found at the 
end o f this news letter; those who are M iddlesex 
badged being shown separately.

It m ust not be thought that activities in the A rm y 
C adet Force are o f a purely m ilitary  nature. F a r from 
it. T h e  C harter defines its aim  in the following 
m atter:
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T o  train  and inspire the youth  o f B ritain  to serve 
their Queen and C ou n try  b y :

(a) developing the C ad et’s character and pow ers o f
lead ersh ip ;

(b) instilling in him  the sold ierly  qualities o f d is
cipline, initiative and self-reliance;

(c) arousing his interest in the A rm y and its tradition s;
(d) teaching him  the duties o f a good citizen.
It  m ight be argued that the last sentence should be the 

first fo r it has been said by  m any fam ous m en that a 
good citizen m akes a good soldier. It  follows, therefore, 
that activities w ithin the A rm y Cadet Force can be and 
are o f great variety. Participation in sports, normal 
youth  club activities, the D uke o f E d in b urgh ’s A w ard 
Sch em e and m ilitary train ing o f all natures are regular 
features o f C adet life. Y o uth s between the ages o f 14  
and 18  years do not have to seek very  far to find in the 
A rm y C adet Force, the opportunity to learn the basic 
principles o f skill-at-arm s and good citizenship and 
where they w ill have the opportunity o f m eeting others 
o f their own age and laying the foundations o f frien d
ships w hich are necessary fo r the developm ent o f an 
alert and m ature m ind. A .T .

A ffiliated  to the R eg im e n t 
A ffilia ted  to 7th B attalion  T h e M id d le sex  R eg im e n t 
(D.C.O.) T .A .

77 M idd lesex  Independent Cadet C om pany (Feltham ) 
13  M idd lesex  Independent C adet Com pany 

(Edm onton)
16  M idd lesex Independent C adet C om pany (H ornsey) 
Tottenham  C ou n ty  School Independent Cadet 

C om pany (M iddlesex A .C .F .)

A ffilia ted  to 8th Battalion  T h e M id d le sex  R eg im en t 
(D.C.O.) T .A .

23 M idd lesex Independent C adet Com pany
(W ealdstone)

72 M idd lesex Independent Cadet C om pany
(H ounslow)
75 M idd lesex Independent Cadet C om pany (Staines) 

A ffilia ted  to 5 7 1  L .A .A . R eg im e n t (9 M id d lesex) 
R .A . (T.A.)

32  (M iddlesex) Independent Cadet B attery R .A .
(Edgware)

33  (M iddlesex) Independent C adet B attery R .A .
(K in gsbu ry)

O ther U n its in  M idd lesex A rm y C adet Fo rce  are 
located as fo llow s:

10  (M iddlesex) Independent C adet Squadron R .E . 
(Tottenham )

T ottenham  G ram m ar School Independent Cadet 
C om pany R .E .M .E .

3 1  (M iddlesex) Independent Cadet B attery R .A .
(Finchley)

9 1 (M iddlesex) Independent Cadet B attery R .A .
(W illesden)

2 1  (M iddlesex) Independent Cadet Squadron
R .A .C . (H arrow )

25 (M iddlesex) Independent C adet Squadron Royal 
Sign als (U xbridge)

50 (M iddlesex) Independent Cadet Com pany 
R .A .S .C . (Ealing)

53 (M iddlesex) Independent C adet Sq u ad ron  Royal 
Sign als (Chiswick)

54  (M id d lese x ) In d e p e n d e n t  C a d e t B a tte ry  R .A . 
(A cto n )

55 (M iddlesex) Independent C adet Com pany 
R .A .S .C . (Southall)

7 1  (M iddlesex) Independent C adet B attery R .A . 
(Tw ickenham )

78 (M iddlesex) Independent C adet Squadron R .E . 
(H eston)

79 (M iddlesex) Independent C adet Com pany 
R .A .O .C . (Feltham )

16  C O M PA N Y M ID D LE SE X  A .C.F. 
(a ffilia ted  to the 7th Battalion)

A gain another year ! It  is interesting to look back 
through the diary to see w hat has been achieved and 
w hether it was w orth the effort.

T h o u g h  the O .C . C om pany has the usual disappoint
ments, w ith  Cadets jo in in g and then leaving, those who 
stayed on w ith the C om pany make the whole thing 
w orth  while.

W hat do w e find in the diary?
T h o s e  w eek en d  c am p s a n d  w eek en d  field  d ay s , fu ll of 

ex c ite m e n t o f  so m e  k in d  o r  a n o th e r . T h e  12-m ile 
m arc h , a n d  th e  c o m p e titio n  sh o o t a g a in st o th e r  u n its  at 
H o u n s lo w  H e a th . T h e  n e v e r- to -b e -fo rg o tte n  14-m ile 
m a rc h  in  th e  p o u r in g  ra in  to  A sh  R anges th e  m oans 
an d  g ro an s  o f  th e  C ad e ts  a n d  th e  c ry  fo r  food  b y  C adet 
G rice , a re  s till rin g in g  in  m y  ears, a n d  th e n  th e  look of 
h o r ro r  a n d  d e sp a ir  w h en , o n  a rriv al a t  th e  range, 
M a jo r  W illiam s, m . b . e . ,  t . d . ,  o f th e  M id d le sex  Y eom anry , 
sa id : “  W ell d o n e , c h ap s— no w  s tra ig h t o n  to  th e  range 
a n d  fire th e  b ren . W e ’ve p u t  g ro u n d -sh e e ts  u p  there  
fo r  y o u .”  H e  d id n ’t  say  th ey  w ere  h id d e n  u n d e r  the 
m u d  a n d  w a te r ! B u t th o se  m u g s  o f h o t  tea  a fte rw ards 
w ere  as w elcom e as a lo n g -lo s t P a y -S e rg e a n t.

T h e n  there w as the field day at Radlett against four 
companies o f the Sea C adets. I am afraid  that the 
defensive positions w ere not too w ell placed and, thoug 
som e prisoners w ere taken, m any Sea C adets penetrated 
our lines. A nother lesson learnt. A n d  the fun we had 
w ith  the 88 sets (borrow ed from  the 7th  M idd lesex). All 
those G .R .s  given, repeated and acknowledged, only to 
find the section in a different place altogether. T h e  mad 
scram ble to get m oving, and the sam e chap you find in 
the Cadet Force, the T .A . ,  or the R egu lar A rm y, whose 
equipm ent w ill not stay on his back, but scatters itself 
across the countryside.

T h e  v isit to  th e  J u n io r  L e a d e rs  B a tta lio n  a t P lym outh , 
D ev o n , w h ere  th e  w e ll- la id  p lan s  w ith  th e  D evonshire
A .C .F . m is fire d ; b u t  an  a lte rn a tiv e  p ro g ra m m e  was 
h astily  laid  o n  b y  th e  O .C . J u n io r  L e a d e rs  Battalion, 
a n d  ev ery o n e  w as q u ite  h ap p y .

T h e  visit o f some m em bers o f the 16  C om pany to the 
1s t  Battalion M idd lesex in G erm any. A nd the fun in 
blazing aw ay a whole year’s C adet’s sup ply  o f ammo in 
one day on the ranges at Sennelager. T h e  1s t  Battalion 
m ade the C adets very  welcom e and the v isit was muc 
enjoyed. T h e  M idd lesex C adets w ere comm anded by 
L t . V . W illiam s, O .C . 16  C om pany, assisted by S  IVI-f-
A . H oy. In  G erm an y L /C p l. A ndrew s found to his 
cost that beer is a little stronger than he thought.

0,le

T h irty  Cadets o f 16  C om pany w ent to the annual 
camp at S t. M artin ’s Plain , Shorncliffe . T h e  assorted 
training included P .T . ,  shooting and field training, and 
finished up w ith  a two-day exercise. T h e  1 6  Com pany 
guard, under the comm and o f C p l. G arrety , brought us 
fresh honours b y  com ing second in the guard-m ounting 
competition. T h e  trip to France proved a new ex
perience fo r some o f the C adets. Incidentally, the fact 
did not go unnoticed that the adult staff got no further 
than a certain cafe. A fter all, the coffee w as good and I 
don’ t suppose that rather attractive M adam oiselle had 
anything to do w ith  it re a lly !

W hile I have the chance I should like to thank those 
who have given help in running this C om pany, either 
directly or ind irectly ; in particular, the Regim ental 
Depot for putting up w ith  the so-and-so C adets at 
weekends, also the 7th  Battalion for allow ing us to 
parade with them on various occasions, and Sg t.-M ajor 
Googe for his noble efforts in drill, on the range and 
with training film s for the Com pany, and lastly to 
R .S .M . T h o m  w ho, it is said, no longer bristles and 
colours up at the v e ry  mention o f  the word “  C a d e t” ! 
Lack o f space precludes mention o f  all our helpers by 
name, but their efforts have been greatly appreciated.

V . W .

M ID D LE SE X  R E G IM E N T A L  ASSO CIATIO N  
S E C R E T A R Y ’S REPO RT 

Benevolent W ork

During the period Septem ber 1 , 1 9 5 9 ,  to the end o f 
February, i 9 6 0 ,  9 2  cases have received financial assis
tance. A  great num ber o f these cases are “  seasonal ”  
— that is they are grants made in response to applications 
on behalf o f e lderly people for assistance w ith  fuel for 
the winter and w arm  clothing. E lderly  people living 
on the retirem ent p lus sm all N ational A ssistance grants 
find it difficult to m eet the high cost o f fuel and warm 
clothing.

Once again w e have received m any applications 
from the B ritish  Legion , M idd lesex C ounty Council 
W elfare D epartm ent and from  som e almoners o f 
hospitals to co-operate in the cost o f convalescent 
holidays for m ainly elderly fo lk  recovering from  ill
nesses, or those w ho are in need o f rest. W e have in 
most cases m ade a grant for h a lf the cost o f the holiday, 
the balance being found by  the other funds concerned.

A grant o f £ 1 0  w as m ade w ith  the approval o f the 
Chairman to a fam ily w ho w ere rem oving to a new area 
and making a fresh start on release o f  the father from  
prison. T h e  w ife and two sons had m oved to the 
coast and prepared a fresh home for the m an to go to. 
The grant w as m ade to assist in living expenses until 
the man com m enced w ork. T h e  two sons w ere still 
at school.

The electric light account was m et for one fam ily 
where the father had been too ill to work for over a year, 
and the m other had eventually to give up her own job  
to stay at home and nurse the man. T h e  account was 
so overdue that the sup ply  o f electricity had been cut 
°ff, and it w as not until this happened that the fam ily 
applied for help. A fter w e had assisted the fam ily 
were able to readjust them selves and the w ife was
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again able to take up a jo b , although only part time.
A  request fo r assistance w ith  the cost o f  a second-hand 

pram  was received from  one branch o f S .S .A .F .A . 
T h e  applicant w as the w ife  o f a N ational S ervice  man 
still serv in g w ith  the Battalion. S .S .A .F .A .  had pro
vided a cot and layette, and w e m ade a grant to co
operate in the cost o f the pram . A  letter o f  thanks was 
received from  the w ife, w ho expressed som e surprise 
that the fam ilies o f N ational Service  m en w ere assisted.

A  grant fo r special shoes w as m ade fo r the w ife  o f 
one ex-m em ber o f the Regim ent. T h e  w ife  is a sufferer 
from  arthritis, and special shoes are necessary.

T h e  w idow  o f an ex-m em ber o f  the Regim ent wished 
to supplem ent her pension w ith typ in g  w ork at home, 
and a grant w as m ade to m eet the first three m onths’ 
h ire on a machine.

S .S .A .F .A .  asked us to assist the w idow  o f  a m an who 
had died  suddenly in his early 40 ’s leaving the w idow  
w ith three sm all ch ildren. T h e re  w ere quite heavy 
H .P . com m itm ents, wrhich are o f course not taken into 
consideration w hen N ational A ssistance allowance is 
granted. On the recom m endation o f S .S .A .F .A . 
assistance was g iven  to clear the H .P . paym ents. A  
grant w as m ade to another w idow  left suddenly in 
s im ilar circum stances.

A  w ife  had h er purse stolen w-hilst shopping and a 
sm all grant was m ade to help the fam ily over that week.

W e co-operated w ith  the R .A .F . B enevolent Fu n d  to 
c lear the debts o f  a couple w ith  a fam ily o f  six  sm all 
children. T h e  m an is unable to work regularly due to 
the nervous com plaint w hich necessitated his m edical 
discharge from  the A rm y. T h e  w ife  had served during 
the w ar w ith the W .A .A .F . T h e  man had now obtained 
a jo b  w hich it w as hoped he w ould be able to keep, and 
the assistance to clear debts was g iven so that he would 
not have dom estic w orries and so have a chance to 
settle down.

A  further £ 1 0  grant w as m ade to the R o yal H ospital, 
Chelsea, to take care o f the regular paym ents m ade to 
In-pensioners o f  the Regim ent, and also to take care 
o f the sm all regular C hristm as gift m ade b y  the A sso
ciation to each In-pensioner.

A t C hristm as an unusual appeal w as received from
S .S .A .F .A . T h e y  asked us to co-operate in the cost o f 
sending an elderly lady aw ay to a home for the C h rist
mas period. Sh e  lived w ith  a son, an ex-corporal o f 
the Regim ent, w ho took care o f her, but as he had to 
w ork all over the C hristm as weekend, he d id not w ant 
her to be left alone at this period— a grant was made to 
help w ith the cost.

T h e  H ighland D ivision  T ru st  Fu n d  made their usual 
annual grant tow ards the fees o f the son o f one o f  our 
mem bers who had served w ith the 1 7th Battalion whilst 
w ith  the 5 1s t  H .D . T h e  son passed a scholarship to 
a C athedral School, and the father w as later unable to 
meet the fees from  his incom e. W e co-operate w ith 
the sm all balance required annually, and we are glad to 
report that the son is doing very w ell. T h e  grant is 
m ade to us by the 5 1s t  H ighland D ivision  T ru st  Fund, 
as they do not make grants direct to applicants.

A  fa irly  large sum  o f m oney w as required to adapt 
the house o f a w idow  who had a leg am putated— rails 
and special ramps w ere required. W e received an
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appeal fo r assistance in this case from  the M .C .C . 
W elfare D epartm ent and w e co-operated w ith them  in 
the cost, our share am ounting to £ i S .

A  fam ily in great distress due to the unem ploym ent 
o f the father ow ing to slackness o f trade, and the p ro
longed illness o f a child  in hospital, was assisted w ith 
the extra expenses involved and the clearing o f small 
debts.

T h e  alm oner o f a hospital requested assistance for 
a m an w ho had only a short tim e to live  and needed his 
w ife  at hom e to care fo r him , and she had therefore to 
give up her jo b  to do so. A  substantial grant w as m ade 
to help  them  over a very difficult period.

W e co operated w ith  the E ssex  Regim ental Association 
to  m eet arrears o f rent fo r a m an and his w ife. T h e  
man suffered from  throm bosis and a ground-floor flat 
had been allocated to them , but they w ere able to take 
this until the arrears o f rent on the previous flat were 
cleared.

A n  ex-P.O .W T. appeals for assistance. H is w ife  had 
been sick and he had to care fo r her and s ix  children at 
school, and consequently arrears o f H .P ., etc., had 
occurred. A  grant was made to put the fam ily back on 
its feet.

B .L .E .S .M .A .  appeal fo r assistance for a lim bless man 
and his w ife. T h e  couple both needed constant warm th, 
and a grant w as m ade tow ards the sup ply  o f coalite 
and also fo r the cost o f an electric blanket.

A  grant was also m ade tow ards spectacles fo r a man 
w ho had been unable to w ork due to illness and the 
share he had to m eet tow ards these w as beyond his 
pocket. H e also has a daughter at G ram m ar School 
and assistance w as given tow ards shoes fo r her.

A n  elderly couple w ho are unable to leave their home 
and w ho require constant warm th w ere assisted w ith the 
cost o f an oil stove. It  w as considered that this w as the 
m ost econom ical method o f keeping them w arm  con
stantly, and w ould also save carryin g fuel, w hich w ould 
be very difficult for the sick m an. T h e  stove was 
selected and purchased on their beh alf by  the local 
representative o f S .S .A .F .A .

D u rin g  this period w e have received m any requests 
fo r assistance from  younger men and their fam ilies. 
D u e  to sickness, etc., the m en have been unable to w ork, 
and in one case the m an had been in hospital fo r many 
m onths and had a lung rem oved. A ppeals o f this type 
are alw ays m ore prevalent in the w inter m onths, as the 
cost o f fuel, electricity accounts, etc., are heavier, and 
often the w ives them selves are unable to continue work 
as they m ust care fo r the sick m em bers o f the fam ily. 
W e do find that w hen assistance is given in these cases 
it is m uch appreciated and often gives the fam ily much 
re lie f and happiness.

T H E  D IE -H A R D S  IN  R U S S IA  

A N  U N U S U A L  C A M P A IG N

T h e  B olshevik  Revolution  in R ussia  in October, 19 17 ,  
radically altered the strategic situation o f the A llies 
in the F irst W orld W ar. F o r three years the G erm ans 
had been fighting on tw o m ain fronts, against the 
W estern A llies in F landers and against Im perial Russia 
on the Eastern Fron t. N ow  the revolutionary leader
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L en in  sued for peace, and the G erm an s w ere thus able to. 
concentrate their attention and their forces on the W est. 
T h e  new situation brought danger to the 120 ,000  Czechs 
w ho had deserted the G erm an/A ustrian  arm ies earlier in 
the w ar, and w ho had been fighting fo r the T sa r . Faced 
w ith  slavery or death if  they returned hom e, they 
accepted a French  offer to take them  via  S ib eria  and 
Am erica to France, to fight the G erm ans again there.
In  M ay , 19 18 , exasperated by  B olshevik  delays in 
provid ing trains, they seized a vast depot o f arm s and 
am m unition at Penza and the Russian  State T rea su ry  
o f £ 6 5  m illion at K azan, and began to make their ow n 
w ay — by force, when necessary— eastwards across 
Siberia. B y  Ju ly  their vanguard had reached V lad i
vostok, but large groups w ere thousands o f m iles back 
along the T ran s-S ib erian  railw ay, and about 5,000 had 
been cut o ff b y  the Bolsheviks near L ak e  Baikal. 
Britain , France and their A llies thus had tw o main 
reasons for sending E xpeditionary Forces to R u ssia : 
T h e y  hoped to aid p ro-T sarist R ussians to regain control 
and reconstitute an Eastern Fron t against G erm an y, and 
they w ished to help the Czechs to reach safety. T h e  
A llies therefore decided to send forces into the Arch- 
angel-M urm ansk area in the N orth , and into Siberia 
from  the F a r  East, and to aid the “  W hites,”  i.e. pro- 
T zarist  R ussians, in the Crim ea.

T h e  only B ritish  unit available for S iberia, however, 
w as 25  M idd lesex. T h e  25th  (G arrison) B attalion  had 
been raised in U .K . by  Col. Jo h n  W ard, the L abo ur 
M .P . fo r Stoke, m ainly from  “  B -O n e, ’ i.e. sem i-fit, 
m en. It  w ent first to India for guard duties, and then to 
H ong K on g . In  N ovem ber, 1 9 1 7 ,  it w as secretly 
“  w arned fo r a cold clim ate,”  and on the sam e day a 
private resident in the H ong K o n g  C lub  asked Col. 
W ard w hen he w ould be sailing for V ladivostok - 
In  fact, the Battalion did not em bark until the end of 
Ju ly , 19 18 , and disem barked at V ladivostok on A ugust 3.

S iberia  and the Russian  F a r E ast w ere in considerable 
chaos, and everyw here w ere the visib le  signs o f c ivil war. 
V ladivostok and the area round it w ere under “  W hite 
control, largely ow ing to the presence o f the Czech 
vanguard and o f a force o f C ossacks under a o^ 
Sem enoff. T h e  territory further to the N orth-W est and 
N orth  w as in the hands o f the R eds, apart from  some 
isolated places along the railw ay occupied by  cut-off 
detachm ents o f Czechs. A bout 800 m iles aw ay to the 
N orth-W est, Sem en off was blocking the R ed  approach 
to V ladivostok near M an ch ulli on the Russo-M anchurian 
frontier, but on the N orth , near the R iv er O ussurie, onl> 
about 200 m iles from  V ladivostok, 3,000 poorly-arm e 
C zechs and C ossacks under the C ossack K alm akoff were 
being forced back by  about 18 ,000  B olsheviks and 
H ungarians aided b y  some G erm ans. T h e  W ar Office 
ordered C ol. W ard to deploy h a lf his Battalion on the 
O ussurie front.

Five-h un dred and twenty-one all ranks left Vladi
vostok b y  train early on A ugust 6, and C ol. W ard com 
plains bitterly that he could only obtain a 
2nd-class wagon fo r h im self and Battalion 
com pared w ith  a ist-class w agon for the B ritish  M ilitar) 
Representative . . .  and every officer in com m and ot a 
dozen Cossacks ”  ! A fter a jo urn ey o f about 18 0  miles 
C o l. W ard detrained at Svyagin o, and m ade his Battalion
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forward base at Spasskoe. On A u gust 7 and 10 , he 
reconnoitred the front w ith  the local C zech  com m ander, 
Capt. Stephan, and early on A u gust 1 1 ,  25  M idd lesex 
occupied a defensive position at K am arovka, the pivot 
of the O ussurie line, w ith  Czechs on their left and 
Kalm akoff’s C ossacks on their right. H ard ly  w ere they 
in position, how ever, w hen it becam e clear that the 
-enemy, having inflicted casualties on the Cossacks, were 
threatening to turn the right flank. C ol. W ard was 
ordered by  the B ritish  M ilitary  Representative to retire 
South, and w as already loading luggage w hen a telegram 
arrived from  M ajor Pichon, com m ander o f a French 
unit w hich had reached Vladivostok on A ugust 9, 
announcing that he had assum ed com m and o f  the 
Oussurie front. Pichon ordered 25 M idd lesex  to stay in 
the K am arovka position, and m oved up in support. 
The Japanese 12 th  D ivision  disem barked on A u gust 12  
and was followed by  Am erican, Canadian, Italian and 
Serbian units, w ith  the Japanese G eneral Otani in 
overall comm and.

Conditions at the front fo r 25 M idd lesex  were 
difficult. Siberian  plague was prevalent in the area and 
all water had to be boiled. T h e re  w ere no “  pup-tents ”  
and the only shelter w as in “  bivouacs ”  o f branches o f 
trees covered w ith  m arsh-grass. “  M illion s o f  m os
quitos ”  torm ented all ranks and C ol. W ard comm ents 
that, when he had asked in H ong K on g  w hether he 
would need to take m osquito-nets, the C h ie f o f Staff 
had replied “  W ho ever heard o f m osquitos in S iberia  ? ”  
It was not an easy situation for a B -O n e battalion, 
particularly w hen, after three days o f interm ittent 
shelling, heavy rain fell on the night o f A u gust 13 , and 
the “  bivouacs ”  quick ly becam e a hopeless bog in 6 
inches to a foot o f water.

M eanwhile, the tactical situation was deteriorating. 
On August 15 , the enem y forced the Cossacks out o f an 
outpost position on the right front o f  25 M idd lesex, and 
Col. W ard had to move his half-battalion slightly 
forward towards the river to cover their retreat and that 
of some Czechs who had gone to their help. T h e  new 
position was dug by  dawn on the 16th , but the enemy 
continued to push forward against the Cossacks on the 
right, and only accurate fire by  two N aval 12-pounder 
guns, mounted on an arm oured train and manned by 
gun-crews o f H .M .S . Suffolk, held them in check. 
Moreover, the other half-battalion o f 25 M iddlesex, in 
rear at Spasskoe, had to assist Czechs and Japanese 
troops in beating o ff a daring attack across Lake Khanka 
against the A llied rear. T h is  so occupied the Japanese 
that, when M ajor Pichon asked their D ivisional C om 
mander for aid on the O ussurie front on A ugust 17 , he 
replied that he could give none.

On August 18, the C ossacks beat o ff a further attack 
on the right flank, and only the tim ely arrival o f two more 
- aval 1 2-pounder arm oured trains from  H .M .S . Suffolk  
enabled Col. W ard to persuade M ajor Pichon not to 
order retreat. V ery  early on A ugust 20, how ever, the 
enemy crept into the Cossack position on the right 

ank, captured their guns and M .M .G s , and routed them.
almakoff gallantly rallied his Cossacks and counter- 

stacked w'ith a cavalry charge, but he had insufficient 
men left. H is C ossack hat was shot off by a Bolshevik 
a  Point-blank range. One o f his men leaped o ff his

horse to recover the hat and found h im self faced by  a 
H ungarian w ith a bayonet. H avin g no time to draw  his 
sw ord he felled him  w ith his sword in its scabbard, 
leaped to his horse and got aw ay. T h e  A llied  position, 
how ever, was outflanked and Pichon ordered w ithdrawal. 
T h in n in g-ou t had begun when this order w as counter
m anded on the grounds that the Japan ese w ere under
stood to be m oving up to hold the right flank. T h is  
proved untrue and at 1 10 0  hours Pichon again ordered 
retreat. On arrival at Svyagino, 15  miles further South, 
Col. W ard received a W ar Office m essage placing 25 
M idd lesex under Japanese com m and. C ol. Inagaka 
p laced him in com m and o f the reserves at Svyagino, 
consisting o f  a Czech battalion plus one com pany, some 
French  troops, a Japanese com pany, 600 C ossacks under 
K alm akoff and the 25 M idd lesex detachm ent, less the 
M .M .G . Section w hich, w ith  the N aval r2-pounders, 
was supporting the left flank o f the Czech, French  and 
Japan ese main position astride the railw ay at D uk- 
hovakaya about fo u r m iles fu rther N orth . H a lf o f  this 
M .M .G . Section narrow ly escaped annihilation on 
A ugust 23, w hen they w ere ordered by  M ajor Pichon to 
evacuate an exposed O .P . position in daylight. O nly 
cool and accurate fire by  L t . K in g , the Section C om 
m ander, and a R .N . Petty Officer, held o ff the enem y 
who tried to “  rush ”  them as they w ithdrew.

A t 0 14 5  hours on A ugust 24, C ol. W ard received a 
Japanese order instructing his force to jo in  the main 
body at D ukhovskaya b y  0200 hours w ith a view  to an 
attack by  all concerned at 0300 hours. H e w as four 
miles from  the R V  w ith  only 15  m inutes left, but at 
once gave orders to move. T h e  Japanese and the 
C ossacks m ade no effort to stir, and K alm akoff and his 
2 IC  w ere later dism issed fo r this failure. T h e  French 
and the Czechs prepared slow ly, but 25 M idd lesex was 
on the m ove by  0 2 10  hours after only 25 m inutes and 
covered the four m iles in 95 minutes. Col. Inagaka 
could not be found but in the dim light C ol. W ard 
could see that the Japanese infantry had ju st begun the 
attack N orthw ards on the right and left o f  the railw ay 
line, w ith  a gap at the railw ay itself. W ith splendid 
initiative he at once launched his attack along the railw ay 
in this gap, directly  tow ards five enem y arm oured trains, 
placed at intervals on the line ahead, o f w hich the nearest 
was only about 400 yards away. N ot fo r the first o r last 
time, the first round fired was discharged accidentally by 
a soldier during loading !

H eavy shells w ere ploughing up the ground around 
C ol. W'ard and his men and occasional shrapnel burst 
overhead, but fortunately this fire from  the trains, like 
the enem y infantry fire from  the w oods to the front and 
left front, was erratic and inaccurate: 25 M iddlesex 
replied w ith  sm all-arm s fire and a w ell-directed R .N . 
shell set the leading enem y arm oured train on fire. 
Am m unition began to explode in all directions and 
forced the enem y gunners on the second train to leave 
their guns. T h e  “  D ie-H ards ”  swept forw ard and a 
white flag went up from  a group o f enem y on the left o f 
the railw ay. Japanese cavalry' charged on the left and 
cleared two positions, taking no prisoners. C ol. W ard’s 
men pushed on, alw ays on the axis o f the railway, and 
his A llies thought it most irregular o f him  to place his 
prisoners under armed guard to prevent them being
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butchered ! T h e  advance continued victoriously until 
25 M idd lesex  and the Japan ese to their right and left 
reached K raevesk , eight m iles from  the start-line. T h e y  
had outrun th eir artillery support, but the “  D ieh ard s’ 
sm all-arm s fire w as so effective against enem y on an 
arm oured train in the station that it retreated, and the 
Japan ese and “  D ie-H ards ”  occupied the village. T h e  
Japan ese com m ander halted the advance w hile the artil
lery m oved up. C o l. W ard w as now  back in the area o f 
his defensive position o f A u gust 1 1  to 20, and over the 
fire in h is fo rm er H .Q ., he found the potatoes o f the 
B olshevik  officers’ breakfast still cooking— w hich he 
and his m en greatly enjoyed.

T h e  Japan ese had had 600 casualties but, am azingly, 
not a m an o f 25 M id d lesex  had been hit, though several 
o f them , as B -O n e m en, w ere in a state o f “  com plete 
prostration .”  T h e  Japanese D ivisional C om m ander 
sent his w arm  thanks to C ol. W ard for his Battalion s 
splendid action, and C ol. W ard, w ho w as later decorated 
fo r h is part in the battle, said, “  One and all behaved 
like E nglishm en— the highest eulogy w hich  can be 
passed upon the conduct o f m en ” . T h e  Battalion came 
into reserve at Svyag in o  w hile the Japan ese cavalry- 
pursued the retreating R eds for 300 m iles N orth  to 
K habarovsk , capturing 12 0  guns and m uch rolling stock. 
M eanw hile , 700 m iles to the W est, strong Japanese 
reinforcem ents had reached SemenofF s C ossacks at 
M an ch ulli, and the R ed s, dem oralised b y  the news of 
the A llied  victory at D ukhovskaya, broke before them . 
T h e  5,000 cut-off C zechs near L ak e  Baikal struck 
Eastw ards and, cutting through 600 m iles o f R ed  
territory, jo y fu lly  linked up w ith  the C ossacks and 
Japanese 15 0  m iles north-w est o f M an ch ulli. Bolshevik 
control in the F ar E ast o f R ussia  w as broken, the T ran s- 
Siberian  railw ay from  V ladivostok to the U rals w as at 
the disposal o f the A llies, and the detachm ents o f C zechs 
along it  w ere safe.

F o r a w hile 25 M idd lesex  rem ained in the area ot 
Svyagin o and Spasskoe and C ol. W ard found it necessary’ 
to hold open-air courts to try  every kind o f civ il case 
from  property disputes to m urders. Soon, how ever, 
orders arrived fo r a m ove to Om sk and C ol. W ard by 
persuasion and firm ness obtained trains from  the 
R ussians for this 3 ,500-m ile  jo urn ey. R efugees were 
pouring E astw ards as the Battalion m oved W est, and 
once all ranks w ent w ithout breakfast to feed a large 
group o f hungry Serbian  w om en and children. A t 
M an ch ulli, w here a stop w as made for fresh bread and 
to exercise the horsed-transport, C ol. W ard had to 
seize tw o m ore railw ay wagons at bayonet point from 
the control o f C ol. Sem enoff, w ho w ith Japan ese backing 
w as hold ing all rolling stock to ransom . A t C hita the 
engine drivers were persuaded by  Bolshevik  influence to 
strike and w ere forced back to w ork by  an arm ed guard. 
C ol. W ard rode on the tender w here his glasses were 
broken and he w as in danger o f being b linded by  hot 
debris from  the funnel, and his 2 I C  stood sentry 
beside a driver, where his uniform  becam e scorched 
into holes. A t  Irkutsk  the officers w ere entertained to a 
banquet and C ol. W ard inspected new ly-form ed 
“  W hite ”  units. Perhaps the loss o f his glasses was 
responsible for h im  m istaking a cadet sub-unit fo r a 
com pany o f g irls  and congratulating their Colonel on a

“  fine body o f w om en ”  ! A n  old lady knelt and kissed 
the A d jutan t’s hand and the Com m andant called for 
cheers fo r “  the only country’ w hich came to R u ssia ’s 
help w ithout conditions.”

A t Zem a arm ed Bolsheviks surrounded the leading 
engine driver and threatened to shoot him . A n  alarm 
was sounded b y  bugle, and 25 M idd lesex  turned out and 
took control o f the station. C ol. W ard m arched a force 
into the tow n, arrested the Bolshevik leader, occupied 
public buildings and confiscated hundreds o f weapons 
in a house-to-house search. A  battalion o f the Royal 
H am pshire Regim ent had now arrived from  India and 
also M ajor-G en . K n ox , the C h ie f o f B ritish  M ilitary 
M ission, and S ir  C harles Eliot, the B ritish  H igh Com 
m issioner, ^nd a train carryin g the G en eral and his staff 
and the H igh  Com m issioner now passed through Zema 
on its w ay to Om sk.

25 M idd lesex followed behind them but after a few 
days stopped at K rasnoyarsk, where a com pany was 
detached to guard the railw ay com m unications and the 
vital bridge over the R iv er Yen isei. A t a banquet given 
for the officers C ol. W ard records that “  not m ore than 
the usual six  speakers tried to make speeches at once. 
T h e  R u ssian  hosts ranged from  vio lently pro-Tsarist 
officers to “  progressive ”  n ear-Socialists and when the 
band p layed “  G o d  Save  the T s a r  ”  (though he and his 
fam ily had recently been shot at Ekaterinburg), the 
banquet broke up in a near-riot.

O n O ctober 18 , 25 M idd lesex arrived at Omsk, 
almost on the border o f E urope and A sia. It  was high 
tim e to go into “  w inter quarters,”  for b y  N ovem ber 6 
the tem perature w as 60° below zero ! T h e re  w as much 
to do, how ever, for, w hile the bu lk  o f the Battalion 
rem ained in O m sk to maintain order, C ol. W ard w ith the 
Band and a picked guard  o f 10 0  men guarded Admiral 
K olchak, the p ro-T sar ist M in ister o f W ar, on a tour 
o f his victorious W estern front against the R eds. On 
N ovem ber 9 they attended the presentation o f Colours 
at Ekaterin burg to four C zech  battalions, one o f whose 
com m anders, Col. Stephan, had com m anded the 
Czech troops under Col. W ard on the O ussurie. On the 
fo llow ing day they w ere w ith  K olchak at the front near 
K u n gu r. T h e  W ar M in ister decided to v isit a forward 
unit and took his “  D ie-H ards ”  guard. C ol. Ward 
m oved the Ban d to w ithin earshot o f the front line, where 
they played “  Colonel Bogey ”  and “  T ip p e ra ry ."  The 
Reds evidently d id not appreciate the m usic as they 
shelled the area— fortunately w ithout causing casualties- 

O n N ovem ber 12 , 19 18 , the party w as at Chelyabinsk, 
w here they learned o f the A rm istice between Germans 
and the W estern A llies, and M ajor Pichon, who was 
present, produced a bottle o f cham pagne in celebration. 
T h e  w ar w as b y  no means over fo r 25 Middlesex, 
how ever, fo r back in O m sk b y  N ovem ber 17  C ol. W ard 
found the situation far from  calm . T w o  factions 0 
anti-Bolsheviks w ere at loggerheads, quite apart from 
Bolshevik activity. A n yth in g from  5 to 20 murdere 
Russian officers w ere collected from  the streets cacn 
m orning, and there w ere no police, no courts and no 
justice. A  coup d 'etat  w as in preparation by  the pro- 
K olchak faction and the fact that his H .Q . area « »  
protected b y  25 M iddlesex undoubtedly gave mm 
confidence to seize dictator’s pow ers. N either tn
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Czechs nor the Japanese w ould recognise his authority 
at first, how ever, and on the night o f D ecem ber 23, 
when he w as in bed w ith  lung inflam m ation, his enemies 
launched a counter-coup. A  spent bullet struck the 
railway carriage w hich Col. W ard had used as H .Q .-cum - 
Mess throughout the cam paign, and he alerted the 
Battalion and hurried through the snow  to K o lch ak ’s 
H.Q. w ith a guard o f his m en in their black fu r hats, 
black sheepskin coats and fur-lined boots. T h e  men 
fixed bayonets inside the H .Q . and the anti-K olchak 
faction abandoned their plan. Col. W ard comments 
that his orders w ere “  to take no part in the internal 
affairs o f Russia, but it is the duty o f every C .O . to take 
every means to protect his com m and.”  I f  he and his 
troops had rem ained passive in their quarters, enemies 
would have gained control and he and 25 M idd lesex 
would have been w iped out in a hostile country.

Throughout the early m onths o f 19 19 , Col. W ard, on 
War Office orders, toured the large tow ns o f the U rals 
and Siberia  along the T ran s-S ib erian  Railw ay, ad
dressing m eetings o f railw ay w orkers to persuade them 
to back the K olchak regime and keep the vital railw ay 
working. H is experience as a L ab o u r M .P . stood him 
in good stead, and he was largely successful and received 
Kolchak’s w arm  thanks. H e twice visited his detached 
company at K rasnoyarsk, nearly losing his life on the 
second occasion on M arch  13 , when, armed only w ith a 
cane, he entered the station buffet on hearing that some 
drunken Serbian  troops had seized it and had stripped a 
Russian w om an passenger naked there. T h e  Serbians 
had shot his interpreter and w ere advancing w ith  knives 
on Col. W ard and the “  pistol-packing ”  interpreter’s 
wife, when a Serbian  Colonel w ith  about a dozen armed 
Czech and B ritish  soldiers arrived to save them.

Early in A p ril he m oved W est from  Om sk, with 
R .S.M . G ordon, 22 N .C .O .s  and men and one M .M .G ., 
to address meetings. H e w as visiting tow ns recently 
evacuated by the R eds, for the “  W hite ”  arm ies wrere 
advancing W est tow ards Petrograd (Leningrad) and 
Moscow, and w ere backed in S iberia  by  strong A llied  
forces including 55,000 Czechs, 12 ,000  Poles, 4,000 
Serbians, 4,000 Roum anians, 2,000 Italians, 760 French, 
28,000 Japanese (half o f their earlier strength), 7,500 
Americans, 4,000 C anadians and the 1,600  British. In  
April, too, the B ritish  G overnm ent recognised Kolchak 
as the effective G overnm ent o f Russia , and other A llies 
followed this lead. B y  M ay  the “  W hites ”  were not 
much more than 400 miles East o f M oscow  and only 
about the same distance from  a link-up w ith the A llied  
Expeditionary Force at Archangel.

Early in M ay , how ever, 25 M idd lesex received the 
long-awaited order for return to U .K . T h e ir  w ar was 
over. K olchak ’s H .Q . arranged a farewell parade o f the 
2nd Siberian Cossack Regim ent in their honour, in
cluding a m agnificient display o f horsem anship, a 
oncheon, an exchange o f songs and the conferring on 
ol. Ward o f the honorary’ title o f a C hieftain  o f Cossacks, 

a ceremony w hich involved being “  tossed on the 
swords.”  On M ay  2 1 K olchak h im self came to the 
Sj3t' ° n ,t0 say  goodbye. C ol. W ard had a warm  
a . miration ôr Him, but little for the M inisters under 

lm: ’ I have absolute confidence in the A dm iral but
• ■ there is not one o f them I w ould trust to run a w helk

sta ll.”  C ol. W ard left V ladivostok in Ju n e and the 
Battalion sailed from  the sam e port on Septem ber 8, 
19 19 . W ith their departure from  Om sk, K olsh ak ’s luck 
seem s to have deserted him. B y  late Ju ly  his arm y had 
been driven back to the U rals and, though D en ik in ’s 
forces cam e to w ithin 200 miles o f M oscow  from  the 
C rim ea, the Red pressure against K olchak continued. 
B y  Septem ber, the last British  soldier was out of 
A rchangel and by  N ovem ber the Reds had retaken 
Om sk. E arly  in 1920 the Head o f the French  M ilitary 
M ission  authorised the Czechs to hand over a beaten 
K olchak to the enem y, and the Reds executed him in 
Irku tsk  on Febru ary  7, 1920. T h e  forces o f D enikin 
and later o f W rangel were beaten into subm ission in the 
Crim ea, and Yudenich  w as driven back from  the gates o f 
Petrograd. T h e  ”  W ar o f Intervention ”  w as over. 
Bolshevism  had arrived to stay.

(T h e author acknowledges w ith thanks his debt to 
“  T h e  W orld C risis ”  by S ir  W inston C hurchill, “  T h e  
T im es H istory o f the G reat W ar,”  “  A rm ed Intervention 
in R ussia , 19 18 - 19 2 2 ,”  by Coates, “  T h e  D ie-H ards in 
the G reat W ar,”  by  W yrall, Col. W ard ’s articles in the 
D aily  Telegraph  o f Ja n u a ry  8 to 22 , 19 20, “  L a  G u erre  
en Russie et en S iberie  ”  by G ron dijs , and to the 
assistance o f the W ar Office L ib ra ry  w ith  m aps, etc. 
I f  any survivors o f  the cam paign are still readers o f  the 
Journ al, the author would welcom e any corrections or 
additional inform ation.)

E dito r's N o te ; It is regretted that it was not possible 
to print the sketch map accom panying this article.

M I N U T E S  O F  T H E  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  

M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  H E L D  A T  T H E  
S E Y M O U R  H A L L ,  S E Y M O U R  P L A C E ,  L O N D O N , W . i ,  O N  

F R I D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  3 0 ,  19 5 9 , a t  7  p .m .

P r e s e n t : L t .- C o l .  G .  L .  F o x ,  T .D ., D.I.. (C h a ir m a n ) , B r ig a d ie r  E .  E .  F .
B a k e r , c .B . ,  C .B .E ., D .S.O ., M .C ., r .D .. D .L ., j .p . ,  B r ig a d ie r  B .  B .
R a c k h a m , c .B .E . , M .c ., D .L ., C o i . A .  M .  M a n , D .s.O ., O .B .E., M a jo r
I .  H .  B a t t y e , M .B .E ., M a jo r  H . K . H a rd c a s t le , T .D ., M a jo r  P . F .
N e w m a n , M .B.E ., M r .  R . F e r g u s o n , M r . W . G .  M a tth e w s . M r .  C .
P a in te r , M r .  A .  E .  S il ls , a n d  te n  a d d it io n a l m e m b e rs . M a jo r
A .  W . C la r k , O .B.E. (S e c re ta r y ) .

1 . E le c t io n  o f  B r a n c h  R e p re s e n ta tive s  to  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m ittee  o f  
th e R e g im e n ta l  A sso c ia t io n . T h e  C h a irm a n  in fo r m e d  th e  m e e tin g  
th a t  n o m in a tio n s  fo r  B ra n c h  R e p re se n ta t iv e  h a d  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  f r o m :

M i l l  H i l l  B r a n c h  M a jo r  P . F .  N e w m a n , M .B.E.
H o r n s e y  M r . S i l l s  a n d  M r .  F e r g u s o n

M a jo r  N e w m a n , h o w e v e r , re q u e ste d  th a t h is  n a m e  b e  w ith d r a w n , as 
d u e  to  a  c h a n g e  in  e m p lo y m e n t  h e  w o u ld  n o t n o w  b e  a b le  to  a tten d  
m e e t in g s  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m itte e , a n d  su b m it te d  th e  n a m e  o f  
M a jo r  R .  W . J .  S m ith  in  h is  ste a d .

T h e  C h a ir m a n  e x p la in e d  th a t h e  th o u g h t it  d e s ira b le  to  e le c t  
n e w  m e m b e rs  fro m  B ra n c h e s  a n n u a lly  to  e n a b le  a s  m a n y  a s  p o ss ib le  
to  a t te n d  A ss o c ia t io n  m e e t in g s  a n d  to  se e  th e  b u s in e ss  tra n sa c te d  by 
th e  C o m m itte e . H e  th e n  n o m in a te d  M a jo r  R .  W . J .  S m ith  an d  M r . 
R .  F e r g u s o n  a s  b ra n c h  r e p re se n ta t iv e s  fo r  th e  e n su in g  y e a r , a n d  it 
w a s  u n a n im o u s ly  a g r e e d  th a t  th e y  b o th  b e  in v ite d  to  a tte n d  th e  n e x t 
C o m m itte e  m e e tin g .

A  v o te  o f  th a n k s  w a s  re c o rd e d  to  M a jo r  N e w m a n  a n d  M r . S il ls , 
th e  r e t ir in g  b ra n c h  r e p re se n ta t iv e s  a n d  it w a s  h o p e d  th a t th e y  w o u ld  
c o n t in u e  to  b e  in te re s te d  in  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  A ss o c ia t io n .

2 .  M in u te s  o f  th e  L a s t  M e e t in g . T h e  M in u te s  o f  th e  la s t  A n n u a l 
G e n e r a l  M e e t in g  w e r e  r e a d  b y  th e  S e c r e ta r y  a n d  w e r e  c o n firm e d

3 . A cc o u n ts . T h e  a u d ite d  a c c o u n ts  fo r  th e  y e a r  e n d in g  D e c e m b e r  
3 1 , 1 9 5 8 ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c irc u la te d  to  B ra n c h e s  p r io r  to  th e  M e e t in g , 
a n d  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  D ie - H a r d s  Jo u r n a l  w’e r e  r e c e iv e d  a n d  a d o p te d .

A . W . C L A R K ,  M a jo r ,
_ S ec re ta ry -, M id d le s e x  R e g im e n t a l A ss o c ia t io n ,
l n g l i s  B a r r a c k s ,

M i l l  H i ll .  N .W .7 .
N o v e m b e r  2 7 ,  19 5 9 .
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R O L L  O F  O F F IC E R S  S E R V IN G  I N  T H E  7 th  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  (D .C .O .)  (T .A .)

C om pany
R a n k

L t.-C o l.
M ajor
M ajor
M ajor
C apt.
C apt.
C apt.
Capt.
C apt.
C apt.
C apt.
A /C ap.
L t .(Q .M .)
L t .
L t .
L t .
L t .
L t .
L t .
L t .
L t .
L t .
2 /L t.
2/L t.
2/L t.
2/L t.
2/L t.
2 /L t.
2/L t.

N a m e

R a n k
C a p t. 
L t.

D . E . S im p so n , t . d .  . . 

J . C . D u  P a rc  B rah am  
J .  D .  G u n n e ll  
R . G . G a r re t t ,  t . d .

B. K . C lay d en  
R . J . L e ig h to n , t . d .

B . S t. G . A. R eed , M.c. 
S . J . C a r te r  
M . A . H . L a n y o n  
P . A . S to ck en  
R . M . F o x  
M . J . B eau m o n t
E . J . P ike
M . S . G e d y e  . .
S . L e  M . E n th o v e n
F . R . F e n to n
A . E . R . Beesley 
D . A . G ilk es  . .
J . S . R ic h a rd s  . .
P . J . O tt in o  
D . H .  A d a m s . .
J . L . B a n n is te r .  .
P . I . P h illip s  
P . R . S ed ley  
J . A . V a n  D e  Pol 
M . J . S . D o ran  
D . O . M . T h o m a s  
J .  M . R o b e r tso n  
S . B . H u rs t

J . C . W o rsw ick  
B. A. H e n n a h

A p p o in tm en t  

C o m d . O ffr.
O .C ............................................
O .C ............................................
O .C ............................................
A d jt.
P .M .C ., P .R .I . ,  B a n d  Pres. 
O .C .
O .C .
M .T .O . . .
2 IC  
2 IC  
2 IC  
Q .M .
M o r. PI. C o m d .
R .S .O . . .
P I. C o m d .
PI. C o m d .
A /T k . PI. C o m d  
PI. C o m d .
A sst. R .S .O .
I .O .
PI. C o m d .
PI. C o m d .
PI. C o m d .
M .M .G . PI. C o m d .
PI. C o m d .
PI. C o m d .
PI. C o m d .
PI. C o m d .

N a m e
A T T A C H E D  O F F IC E R S

R .M .O . 
U n i t  P m r.

A p poin tm en t

“  S ”
“  B  ”

‘ H .Q .”

' H .Q .”
“  C  ”  
“ A ”

‘ H .Q .”
1 H .Q .”
“  S ”
«  B »

“  S ”
“ H .Q .”

«« B ».

“  B ”
“  S ”
“  c  ”

“  H .Q .” 
“  H .Q .'

“  C  ”  
“  C  ”  
“ A ”

“  S ” 
“ A ”

«  B ” 
“  C  ”
, « C ”

Company
R .A .M C .
R .A .P .C .

S U B S T A N T IV E  R O L L , W A R R A N T  O F F IC E R S , C O L O U R -S E R G E A N T S  A N D  S E R G E A N T S

W A R R A N T  O F F IC E R S , C L A S S  I

B d e . Pos.

B de. Pos. 
9

N um ber

N um ber
5619855
1520025

864815

A p p t. or 
A  ¡R ank  
A p p t .  or 
A /R a n k
R .S .M .
R .S .M .
R .S .M .

I 6 2 0 0 9 4 2 C .S .M .

2 6 1 9 7 0 4 7 C .S .M .

IO 4 2 6 7 9 4 9 C .S .M .

*3 6 2 0 0 5 7 9 C .S .M .

1 5 6 2 1 0 5 2 6 R .Q .M .S .

2 2 6 2 0 3 4 3 3 R fS .N l.

37 6 9 6 8 4 4 2 C .S .M .

339 6 2 1 7 0 7 0 C .S .M .

42 6 2 0 6 3 2 7 C .S .M .

6 5 2 2 1 9 3 8 1 4 C .S .M .

6 6 1 4 8 6 2 6 1 7 C .S .M .

6 9 1 4 1 8 8 5 3 9 C .S .M .

7 1 1 9 0 3 9 0 5 3 C .S .M .

N a m e

N a m e  
T .  M c M illa n  
J . T h o m  
R . B u d d e n

S . B lacknell 
A . E th e rid g e  
A . G o o d g e  
F . F irm a n  
A . C o o p er 
S . B artle  
R . D o d k in s  
W . T h o ro g o o d  
C . B urgess 
K . Beale 
W . W rig h t  
L . Jessu p  
A . D aco sta

D ate o f  Prom otion  

D a te  o f  Prom otion
J a n u ary 29, 1957
D e c e m b e r 27» 1957
D e c e m b e r i l ,  1958

R S , C L A S S I I
A p ril I ,  1952
A p ril I ,  1952
M ay 4 , 1954
M ay 4 , 1954
M ay 4 - 1054
D e c e m b e r 7 , 1954
S e p tem b e r I ,  1956
Ju n e 17, 1957
J u n e 17, 1957
M a rc h 9» *959
Ju n e 17. 1959
O c to b e r 18, 1959
O c to b e r 22, 1959

L ast K noion  S ta tion

L a s t K n o w n  S ta tion  
i M x .

7 M x .
H o n g  K o n g  D ef. Force

9 T ra v .  W in g  
R e c ru itin g  S ta ff  
7 Nix. 
i M x. 
i M x .
D e p o t M x . 
i N ix.
D e p o t M x.
Y  2 L is t 
i  M x. 
i M x.
T M x .

Ĵlie <LÒie -̂ JJards 14 /

C O L O U R -S E R G E A N T S

3 6200351 C /Sgt. T .  Perry Jan u ary 1» 19 53 4 1 G arrison
10 6205098 C .S .M . L .  Sh ru bb, m .m . Jan u ary 22, 19 54 8 M x.
22 5949742 C .S .M . H . D avis D ecem ber *9 , *955 8 M x.
25 6 20 18 18 C /Sgt. J .  M organ M ay 22 , 1956 D epot M x.
38 14066481 c /S g t . J .  Potter Septem ber 2 7 , *957 1 M x.
42 6203495 C .S .M . R . Cubitt M arch 25, *958 7 M x.
45 14066639 C /Sgt. P . D ive D ecem ber 3 1 ,  19 58 1 M x.
46 578 174 8 C /Sgt. J .  M oyse Jan u ary I , 19 59 1 M x.

S E R G E A N T S

15 22290563 Sgt. E . Thom pson A p ril 5 , 19 52 22 S .A .S .
22 14476662 Sgt. L . W eller D ecem ber 16 , 19 52 Recru iting S ta ff
29 6200376 Sgt. G . Palm er M ay *, *953 D epot M x.
5 * 2 10 14 18 9 c /S g t . S . M ichel Jan u ary 8, 19 54 1 M x.
61 6 923739 c /S g t . E . Stew ard Jan u ary 22. 1954 1 M x.
69 2 1 0 14 2 10 Sgt. S . Reynolds M arch 2 5 , *954 7  M x.
73 22229443 C /Sgt. M . Eastap M arch 25. 1954 Depot M x.
75 2 2 2 2 1 10 9 Sgt. D . Bailey A p ril 29, 19 54 A .S .C .D .
78 22229344 Sgt. G . Sim m ons A p ril 29 , *954 1 M x.
85 6205018 S gt. J .  Preston M ay 17 , 19 54 Inf. Ju n io r Leaders Bn.
89 14 470 8 10 c /S g t . D . W alters M ay 17 , 19 54 1 M x.
95 2 2 54 14 32 Sgt. J .  D ickie Ju n e 13 , 19 54 H .Q . E .A . D ist.

105 19039445 Sgt. A . Nicholson A ugust 15 , *954 1 N ix.
106 2222109 8 Sgt. B . W arner A ugust *6, 19 54 1 M x.
107 22550985 Sgt. M . B utler A ugust 16 , 19 54 D epot Nix.
110 19 14 5 50 8 Sgt. A . G ibbs Septem ber 14 , 19 54 1 M x.
i n 19 136 9 22 Sgt. W . Sm ith Septem ber 16 , 19 54 1 M x.
120 22309544 Sgt. J .  M artin , m .m . Jan u ary 12 , 19 55 Recruiting S ta ff
*3 i 14 18 7 3 3 8 Sgt. R . D avies N ovem ber 25, *955 7 M x.
140 22259650 Sgt. F . Potts D ecem ber *3 . *955 D epot R .W .K .
*47 22549082 C /Sgt. P . A m or Febru ary 3» 19 56 22 S .A .S .
*53 22276303 Sgt. R . Clem ents M ay 22, 19 56 1 N ix.
163 14 4 6 5 10 1 Sgt. R . Pow er Septem ber 22, 1956 D epot Nix.
*65 22375925 Sgt. K .  L lo yd D ecem ber 3 , i 95b D epot H .C .B .
166 2 2 2 2 132 0 Sgt. C . Partridge D ecem ber 3 , I 95b 1 Nix.
169 22588606 Sgt. D . Lagden D ecem ber 3 , I 95b D epot Nix.
*78 2278 714 9 Sgt. C . Orme M arch 7 , 19 57 1 Nix.
*83 22774695 Sgt. M . E lston M arch 7 , *957 1 M i
197 23527228 Sgt. H . H order Septem ber 10 , *957 D epot M x.
207 22 8 122 7 9 Sgt. R . Fo rd N ovem ber 7 , 19 57 8 Nix.
208 22823238 Sgt. C . Shinn N ovem ber 7 , 19 57 Inf. Ju n io r Leaders Bn.
2 13 22542445 Sgt. N . T a y lo r N ovem ber 7 , 19 57 7 Nix.
2 14 6098747 Sgt. B . Callaghan D ecem ber 27, 19 57 8 M i
221 22843287 Sgt. C . Blackw ell Jan u ary 30, 1958 D epot Nix.
253 22 9 7 14 35 Sgt. J .  Patterson Septem ber 8, 19 59 1 M x.
255 22979393 Sgt. B . Tarn.- Septem ber 10 , 19 59 1 M i

O R D E R L Y  R O O M S E R G E A N T S

4 6 202735 O .R .Q .M .S . E . Colebeck Jan u ary I, 19 57 D epot Nix.
7 14476433 O .R .Q .M .S . P. Soper, b .e . M . Jan u ary 27, 19 58 1 M x.

12 19 13 3 9 15 O .R . C /Sgt. G . C ripps O ctober 7 , *958 D epot Su rreys

B A N D M A S T E R
5 3 8 2 114 Bandm aster F . Jackson A p ril *, *952 1 N ix.

B A N D  S E R G E A N T S
5 6 2 17 12 6 Sgt. A . Probert M arch 30, 19 58 1 Nix.

2 2 5 17 17 3 Sgt. D . Carson A p ril 28, 19 59 1 M x.

D R U M -M A JO R
3 2 7 4 138 5 C /Sgt. J .  L ew is A u gust 10 , 19 57 1 M x.
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THIS IS BROUGHT OUT FOUR TIMES A YEAR

D o n ' t  p u t  o f f  u n t i l  t o m o r r o w

W H A T  Y O U  C A N  D O  T O D A Y

T a k e  o u t  a  y e a r ' s  s u b s c r ip t io n  f o r

“ T H E  D I E - H A R D S ”

N O W !

A S u b sc rip tio n  O rd e r  F o rm  is su p p lie d  w ith

every  co p y  o f  th is  jo u rn a l .

llllllllllllilllilllllillllllllllllPiilllllllllillllllllllllllllllliilllllllllllllllllllllllliillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllilllHIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  F O R  E M P L O Y M E N T  
O F  R E G U L A R  S A IL O R S , S O L D IE R S  A N D  

A IR M E N

D urin g 1959, the num ber o f m en and w om en from  the 
Regular A rm ed Forces o f the C row n placed in em ploy
ment b y  the N ational Association for Em ploym ent o f 
R egular Sailors, So ld iers and A irm en w as 19 ,546 , which 
was 8 1 per cent, o f those who registered at one or other 
o f the Association ’s 52 branches covering the whole o f 
the LTnited K ingdom . It is o f interest that o f this 
num ber, 8 ,355 w ere from  the A rm y and 24 w ere from  
you r Regim ent.

A t som e tim e or another, every R egu lar eventually 
returns to civil life. W hen this happens, looking for a 
decent jo b  can be a tryin g and lengthy business.

T h is  is where the N ational Association com es in, 
com pletely free, to help you to start right. I f  you are 
not absolutely sure o f you r jo b , get in touch w ith the 
local Jobfinder. Incidentally, he is an ex-R egu lar like 
you rse lf so you w ill be quite at home when you meet him. 
H e know s the em ployers and the vacancies they w ant to 
fill and can, therefore, g ive you an up to the minute 
p icture o f the local em ploym ent possibilities.

If, when you get home, you have forgotten, lost or 
have n ever been told the address o f you r A rea Jobfinder, 
apply at any b ig  Post Office, or to you r own Regim ental 
Association. T h e y ’ll be able to g ive it to you.

I t  i s  w o r t h  y o u r  w h i l e  

t o  r e a d  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  

i n  t h i s  m a g a z i n e

# * # * # * * * # * # *

Please mention 

“ T H E  D I E - H A R D S ”

when replying to firms who 

advertise in these pages

Help your old Comrades
. . .  in  th e  L o r d  R o b e r t s  W o r k s h o p s

These disabled men, who have been taught skilled 
crafts and trades, have responded so successfully that 
they now produce articles o f  a  very high quality.

The W orkshops are listed as contractors to Her 
M ajesty ’s Office o f  W orks, M inistry o f  Su p p ly , London 
C ou n ty  and other C ounty C ouncils, and in n a a f i  
clubs, centres and canteens throughout the world you 
w ill see furniture m ade by them.

For th e  HOME, the following a re  made and can be 

obtained a t  reasonable prices :

Wood Bedsteads. Bedding, Divans, Spring Interior Mattresses, 
Chairs and Tables. Household Brushes, Basketware of all 
descriptions including Wheelbarrows, Table Mats, T rays and 
other lacquered goods, plain and decorated.

In  precision W oodw ork for the Mess, Club, 
Canteen o r Factory, where requirements 

are for quantities, you cannot do better 
than first ask for drawings and quota

tions to your specifications from :

T H E  F O R C E S  H E L P  S O C I E T Y  &

LORD ROBERTS 
WORKSHOPS

122 B rom pton Rd- 
London , S .W .3

For perfect relaxation after 
parades or a busy day at 
the office, there’s nothing 
to beat this comfortable, 
low-reclining chair.


