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THE HOUNSLOW  BRANCH ON PARADE AT MONS AUGUST 1990



HOUNSLOW BRANCH

The H ounslow  B ranch under the drive of the Secretary M r M ick W ard  have had a very busy 6  months.

In August 12 m em bers visited M ons.then  in Septem ber they w ent to  Ypres. Later a party o f 30, includ ing 
w ives v is ited the Tow er of London and were entertained a fterw ards in the Yeoman W arders Mess. O n the 10 
Novem ber som e mem bers attended the Regim ental Cerem ony at the Field o f Remem brance, W estm inster. 
The next day 11 November, 15 m em bers of the branch m arched on the A rm is tice  Parade at the Royal Horse 
G uards. From the 23-26  Novem ber they visited Lille. O n the 1 st Decem ber the branch attended a Cheese and 
W ine  Party at G eorge and Ann Lew is 's  residence. They are now looking fo rw ard to a Chris tm as Party on New 
Years Eve.

They are now th ink ing about organ is ing  a trip  to  A lbuhera in May 1991. Anyone in terested shou ld let 
me know.

L to R. E. Platt, D. Eagle, M. W ard, F. Shrieve, S. W ells , G. Lew is, G. Nevill, 

J. Raby, J. W ells , G. Stunt, R. Thornton.

FORECAST OF EVENTS 1991

25 M arch Regimental A ssociation Executive Com m ittee M eeting at C onfe rence Room, Duke of
York ’s HO, Chelsea, London SW 3, com m encing 6.30 p.m.

27 A p ril 1 /7 th  Bn (1939-45) Luncheon at the T.A. Centre, Priory Road, Hornsey. A ssem ble  12
noon.

4 May 2 /1 0th Bn (1914-18) O C A  Luncheon at the V icto ry S ervices C lub, Seym our Street,
London W 2.

10 May M iddlesex Regim ent O ffice rs ’ C lub  D inner at the Naval and M ilitary C lub  (In and Out),
Piccadilly, London.

11 May A lbuhera  Service of Remembrance, S t Paul's Cathedral, com m encing 2.30 p.m.

•  Annual Reunion at the V ictory Services C lub, Seymour St, London W 2, at 6 .30 p.m.
Annual General M eeting 7.30 p.m.

14 May 9th Bn O ffice rs ' Annual Luncheon at the O verseas League, Park Place, S t James’s Street,
London S W 1 . A ssem ble 12.15 p.m.

30 June O ueen 's Regim ent G rand Reunion at Bassingbourn , Royston, Herts. Arrive  11.30 a.m.

14 Septem ber Korean C lub  Reunion at the V ictory Services C lub, Seym our St, London W 2.
C om m encing 6.30 p.m.

3 O ctobe r 2 /7 th  Bn (1939-45) Luncheon at the V ictory Services C lub, Seym our St, London W 2. 
Assem ble  11.45 a.m.

11 O ctobe r O ueen’s Regim ental Associa tion  meeting, Duke of York’s HO, Chelsea, London SW 3.

9 November Cerem ony at Field of Remem brance, W estm inster, London S W 1, assem ble at M iddlesex
G uildha ll 10 .40 a.m.

10 Novem ber 2 /1 0th Bn (1914-18) O C A  Rem em brance S ervice at S t N icholas C hurch , C h isw ick,
London W 4, at 3 p.m. A ll m em bers and the ir fam ilies o f the Regim ental Associa tion  are 
invited to attend.

7th Bn Rem em brance S ervice at S t Mary w ith S t G eorge Parish Church, Hornsey. 
Assem ble  10.30 a.m. A fte r the service all are invited to the Priory Road Drill Hall, Hornsey.

*

CHAIRMAN’S M ESSAGE

I am taking this opportun ity  to w ish  you all good health, a Happy and M erry C hris tm as together w ith  £ 
perous N ew  Year.

Make a NOTE in your diary N O W  of the dates show n under Forecast of Events. Final deta ils w ill be sent 
to you by the Secretary.

BENEVOLENT CA SES

D uring the period 1 January 1990 to 30  November 1990  the sum of £ 1 5 0 7 5 .0 0  has been spen t on 
assisting 97 m em bers o f the Regim ent and the ir fam ilies. O u t of that total the Arm y Benevolent Fund 
contribu ted £ 4 1 4 2 .0 0 . The am ount spen t th is  year is an increase o f £ 5 0 0 0  on the 198 9  figure.

Financial need is alm ost always the root cause o f personal p roblem s w h ich  com e to our attention. In the 
majority o f cases illness and age play a large part.

90% o f the cases that are brought to my notice by SSAFA are from  form er m em bers o f the regim ent who 
do not belong to the Regimental Association . It is a lso m ost unusual fo r a le tter of thanks to be sent to the 
regim ental association a fter assistance has been given.



The types of case assisted during  the year include: 4 N ebulizers fo r Asthm a sufferers, three wheel 
chairs, rent, fue l and ligh t arrears, specia l diets, clo th ing, transport to  hospitals. S upport fo r the tw o retarded 
ch ild ren  (now in the ir 4 0 ’s) whose fathers were killed in W o rld  W a r 2 continues. They are both in care. W e  also 
have 11 w id o w s /w id o w e rs  in nursing hom es requiring ass is tance w ith  the shortfa ll in the nursing home fees.

DONATIONS TO THE CHARITABLE FUND

The Secretary gratefully acknow ledges the fo llow ing  donations to the C haritable Fund:

a. A donation o f £ 2 5  from  m em bers o f the 2 /7 th  Bn Luncheon C lub.

b. A donation o f £ 2 5  from  M r Les Perry, S u ffo lk  Regiment.

c. Plus donations from: M r A.W.J. Brow n, Mr A.E. Dale, Mr A.C. G ill, M r D. Hardcastle, C apt D.A. Hawkins,
C apt J.H.S. Hudson, M r RJ. Lomax, Co l A.M. Man.

d. A  donation o f £ 5 0 0  from  the estate o f CpI A rthur Pretlove (6 1990 03 ) who served w ith the 1 / 7 t h ^ ^  
1939-45 , and died on 5 Novem ber 1989.

e. A  donation o f £ 1 0 0 0  from  the estate of Lt S idney Arthur V ic to r Butler, who served in W o rld  W a r 1 w ith 
the K ing ’s O w n Y o rksh ire  L ight Infantry and was a m ember o f the M iddlesex Hom e Guard 1939-45. He 
w as very proud to  have been m ade an Honorary M ember o f the M iddlesex Regim ental Associa tion  over 
4 0  years ago.

f. A  donation o f £ 2 0 0 0  from  the estate o f the late M rs Barbara B lake-Budden who died on 7 June 1990, 
w idow  o f C apt E.J. B lake-Budden who served w ith the 8 th(TF) Bn in W o rld  W a r 1, and died on 15 
Novem ber 1971. Barbara was a life  long supporter o f the Regim ent and regularly attended the St Paul’s 
C athedra l Rem em brance Service.

FREE NEWSLETTERS

The Ed itor w ishes to thank the fo llow ing  m em bers fo r the ir generosity in donating  extra subscrip tions so 
that free cop ies can be sent to  deserving old com rades and w idow s:

M r C. B radish, M r A.W.J. Brow n, M r D. Cavill, M r EJ.F. Clarke, M r B.A. Craw ley, M r A.E. Dale, M r P.H. 
E llingworth, Co l W.D. Ellis, M r D.A. Francis, M r R.H. G ilbertson, M r A.C. G ill, M r D. Hardcastle, M ajor W.J. 
Hesketh, C apt W.E. Hughes, M r R.E. Knowles, M r W.E. Lockyer, M r L.C. Page, Mr R. Pile, Lt-Col G.C.D. 
Scott-Lowe, M r P.E. Stam m ers, M ajor A.F.A. Sutherland, M r S.A. W ells , Mr P.F. W illis , M r P.F. W ookey.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

S u bscrip tions  fo r 1991 are now due and the am ount to pay is £2 .0 0 . Th is  am ount includes -  R e g t l / * ^ ^  
5 0 p a n d  N ew sle tter £1 .5 0 . A ll m em bers o f the fo rm er M ill H ill B ranch are now members o f the Central B r a ^ ^  
and the ir subscrip tion  of £ 2  m ust now be sent to the Regimental Secretary, M ajor A.E.F. W aldron. Cheques or 
Postal O rde rs  shou ld  be m ade payable to the M iddlesex Regim ental Association . Do forw ard your 
m em bersh ip card fo r endorsem ent, if you have m islaid it do te ll me and I w ill send you a new one.

A ll o ther m em bers o f b ranches send me your subscrip tions  as you have done in the past.

FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE

The Secretary a ttended the Field o f R em em brance on Thursday 8  Novem ber and p rio r to the 
com m encem ent of the open ing cerem ony planted ind iv idually named crosses on the regim ental plot fo r each 
o f the 46  batta lions w ho fough t in W o rld  W ar 1. Maj G en S ir John W illoug hby very k indly painted each cross 
w ith  the Bn title.

A  badged regim ental c ross  was also planted on the Far East P risoners o f w ar plot in memory of members 
o f the 1 s t Bn.

A t noon H.M. Q ueen Elizabeth, The Q ueen Mother, declared the Field o f Rem em brance open and 
planted the firs t cross. The Q ueen M other then proceeded to  inspect the Field of Remembrance.

The Regim ental Cerem ony took place on Saturday 10 November, com m encing at 10.50 a.m. As usual 
our party form ed up outside the M iddlesex G uildhall and then proceeded to the regimental plot led by M r L. 
P lum b w ith  M r L. Loom es carrying the Regim ental Standard. Sadly no Chelsea Pensioners th is year to escort 
the Standard. W e  now only have one and he was too ill to attend.

The S ervice com m enced w ith prayers by the Rev W.E.B. (Gus) Jones. The P resident of The Regimental 
Association , Lt-Col T.W . Chattey read the Exhortation, w h ich was fo llow ed by the Two M inutes silence. Lt-Col 
Chattey a fter saying, ‘ I p lant th is cross today in memory of our Fallen C o m rades’, planted a cross. The Secretary 
then invited the p lanting o f individual crosses. The Chapla in concluded the service by reading the C o llec ts  o f 
the M iddlesex and Q ueen ’s Regiment.

The attendance th is year was a great im provem ent and very encouraging fo r the future. A ll m em bers took 
^ ^ o p p o r tu n ity  to inspect the regim ental d isp lay in the entrance hall to the G uildhall.

REMEMBRANCE WREATHS

A M iddlesex Regim ent badged wreath was laid at S t Paul’s Church, M ill Hill, on Rem em brance Sunday 
by M r L.T. Plumb. He also laid a wreath at the Regimental Memorial, Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill.

W 0 2  P.K. Tiday, The Q ueen’s Regiment, attached to the Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) 
laid a M iddlesex Regim ent badged wreath on behalf o f the Regimental Associa tion  at the Hong Kong 
Liberation Day Parade on 29 A ugust 1990.

2/10th Bn (1914-18) OCA

The O ld  C om rades Associa tion  of the 2 /1 0th Bn held the ir annual Rem em brance Day S ervice on 
Sunday 11 November, at S t N icholas Church, Ch isw ick. A ll m embers o f the Regim ental Associa tion  together 
w ith  the ir fam ilies and friends were invited  to attend.

The S ervice com m enced at 3 p.m. and was based on one wh ich was held on the 25 Ap ril 1990, at Cape 
Helles Memorial, G allipo li, to com m em orate the 2 /1 0th Bn Landings in A p ril 1915. The Reverend P a trickTu ft, 
V icar o f C h isw ick, Area Dean o f H ounslow  and Honorary Chapla in to the 2 /1 0th Bn O C A, conducted the 
Service, w h ich was very we ll attended by relatives and ‘Friends o f the 2 /1 0th', p lus a party from  the Regim ental 
Association . B rig  B.A.M. Pielow, read The Lesson.

Poppy wreaths were laid by: 1 /1 0th Bn M ajor A.E.F. W aldron, 2 /1 0th Bn C apt D.A. Hawkins, 3 /1 0th Bn 
M r C. Stephens.

•  The fo llow ing  m em bers from  the Regim ental A ssociation attended -  Lt-Col and M rs T.W . Chattey, Brig 
M rs B.A.M. Pielow, C o l and M rs A.S.J. de S. Clayton, M ajor and M rs A.E.F. W ald ron , C apt and M rs PJ.T. 

Lane, M rs Kay Law rence and Son, C apt PJ.A. Pielou and Son, M r and M rs A. Bailey, M r and M rs C. French and 
Son, M r and M rs D. Lester, M r A.E. Lewin, M r F.A. Thomas.

A fte r the S erv ice  tea and ligh t refreshm ents were served in the C h urch  Hall by M rs J. Ba rre ttand  her lady 
helpers. M rs Ann W e bs te r daughte r o f the late Lt-Col D.B. W atson, produced those de lic ious sausage rolls.

M r A.D. Scudam ore, P resident of the 2 /1 0th Bn O CA, now a young 94, thanked all present fo r their 
support and w ished  them  all a safe journey home and a Happy Christm as. O u r Chairm an, B rig  B.A.M. P ielow  
replied. H e thanked the Revd Patrick Tuft fo r an insp iring  sermon, the ladies fo r producing  such a nice tea, and 
rem inded all p resent that he expected to see them all next year p lus a lo t o f the ir friends.

2/7th BATTALION ANNUAL REUNION

W e met fo r luncheon at the V ictory C lu b ’s C arisbrooke Hall, on Thursday 4 O ctobe r 1990  fo r our 45th  
annual reunion under the C hairm ansh ip  o f Lt. Co l R.E. R obotham ,M C ,TD , accom pan ied by our President, Brig
E.W.C. Flavell, DSO, M C, TD, DL. W e  were de ligh ted to w e lcom e as our guests  Lt. Co l T.W . Chattey, O BE, and 
M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , MBE.



O ur th ird  guest, John M cLough lin , is the son of one o f ou r late members. He asked to attend our reunion 
on his late fa the r’s behalf and he attended in 1988. H e has kindly agreed to act as our London Secretary. 
Londoners shou ld address co rrespondence to him at -  136A  Lavender Hill, Enfield, Mx EN2 8 RP.

A m essage o f loyal g reetins was sent to H er M ajesty The Q ueen and her reply w as announced by our 
Chairman.

The sad loss of Ron Taylor and seven m em bers were included in the Toast to  A bsen t Friends. 180 
notices o f the reunion were sent, 85  m em bers accep ted and 34  le tters o f regret w ere  received p lus many 
donations.

A total o f 78 sat dow n to lunch, three m em bers w ere appearing fo r the firs t time. They were G eorge 
Bundy, D Com pany C Q M S  in S eptem ber 1939, Eric Paris from  the Isle of W ig h t and Bob Hebden, form er 
RSM. from  C hris tchu rch , New Zealand. Bob now holds the record fo r the ‘ long d is tance ’ race. W e  received 
apologies fo r absence from  South  A frica, USA(2) and W . Australia. John G ould ing was also com ing fo r the very 
firs t tim e but was suddenly taken ill that m orning. Several other old com rades were unfortunate ly p re v e r J ^  
from  attending at the last m om ent fo r a variety o f reasons.

Topper B row n 's  w onderfu l e ffo rts  w ith  the ‘Box’ b rough t a total o f over £ 2 6 5  p lus £ 2 4 0  received in 
advance o f the lunch. Jimm ie Baber's copy o f the history ‘The M iddlesex Regim ent 1 9 1 9 -1 9 5 2 ' had been 
generously presented to us by his w idow . Th is  was auctioned after our excellent lunch and topped £31 , 
m aking a grand total o f £ 5 3 7 , easily a record. The regular donation o f £ 2 5  was m ade to the Regimental 
A ssociation charitab le  fund. G ran ts to ta lling £ 1 4 0  were made to various m em bers fo r the usual reasons. The 
kitty a lso paid fo r cop ies  of A lbuhera  -  M iddlesex Regim ent' fo r everyone p re se n t 1 2 cop ies were given to Lt. 
C o l Chattey at his request fo r regim ental use.

P lease keep your eyes open fo r the issue o f my le tter conce rn ing the 1991 Reunion, w h ich  w ill take place 
on Thursday 3 O ctobe r 1 9 9 1 .1 1 .4 5  a.m. fo r 12 .30 p.m., at the Carisbrooke Hall, V ictory S ervices C lub, 6 3 /6 9  
Seym our St, London W 2.

W R D

THE Q UEEN ’S REGIMENT GRAND REUNION

The Q ueen 's  Regim ent G rand Reunion took p lace at B assingbourn  Barracks, near Royston, Herts, on 
Sunday 8  July 1990.

C o n tingen ts  from  the found ing  regim ents attended but our regim ental party was well ou t num bered by 
the Q ueens Surreys, Buffs, Royal W e s t Kents and the Royal Sussex. A ll m em bers please take note and make 
the e ffo rt next year. It is a m ost enjoyable day, fam ilies are welcom e, bring a p icn ic  lunch and enjoy the day.

It w as a very w indy  D rum head Service w h ich started o ff the celebra tions but th is was fo llow ed  by ‘Fall 
O u t’ to the Beer and W in e  tents  and the m eetings between all the o ld  comrades.

The fo llo w in g  D iehards w ere on parade -  Lt-Col Tom  Chattey, P resident o f the Regimental A s s o c ia t i^ ^  
C o l Ian Batty, C o l John S h ipster, M ajor Tony M cM anus, M ajor Bob  Bartlett, M ajor Peter M onypenny of Pitmilly, 
M ajor B ill G rogan, W 0 2  J. W arner, B. Am bler, R. Beall, T. Barnett, G. Boswell, K. Broom , D. Cavill, R.A. Clarke, 
T. G ibbs, T. G oodbou rn , T. Price, M. Sm ith, W . Sm ith, R. Reber, F. Thomas, also A.W . K ing (HQ  C oy O ffrs  Mess 
Cook) on a v is it from  Australia.

W 0 2  Jack W arne r com m anded the regim ental con tingen t on the M arch P a s t A. Beale carried the 
Regim ental S tandard. A lso  w ith  ou r party was the Royal B ritish  Legion S tandard o f the Enfield Branch.

The annual C lay shoo t took p lace as normal, w e have tried  hard to w in but it always e ludes us. Th is  year 
we cam e 3rd , last year 2nd, w e  need som e good shots fo r next year.

P lease note the date fo r 1991 w h ich  is Sunday 30  June -  sam e arrangem ents as in previous years.

JAW

VISIT BY THE KOREAN CLUB TO THE ARGYLL AND SUTHERLANDERS 40th ANNIVERSARY PARTY

O n the weekend o f 7, 8  and 9 Septem ber 1990  a party from  the Korean C lub  attended the A rgyll and 
Sutherlander H igh landers 40th  Anniversary o f the ir participation in the Korean War, held at S tirling  Castle. It 
was a most success fu l and enjoyable occasion. Those attending were B rig  D.B. Rendell, CBE, MC, Col A.M. 
Man, DSO, OBE, C o l HJ.A. Moore, OBE, C.ol JN . Shipster, DSO, CBE, M ajor C.L. Lawrence, MC, A. Dunnett, R. 
G ilbertson, A. Hutley, J.A. Lo fts  and A.W.S. Rogers. A lso  in attendance Mrs. D. G wyn (W idow  o f B rig  R.A. 
Gwyn, OBE), p lus tw o  A ssocia te  m em bers o f the C lub, Maj Gen P. Ba ldw in  (27 Brigade HQ) and R. Stone 
(Argylls).

O n the Friday evening a D inner was held fo r about 140 in the C astle  during  w h ich  C o l Andrew  Man, our 
C lub  President, p roposed the Toast o f The Regiment, w h ich  was very we ll received. During the evening he 
presented ou r hosts w ith  a s ilver fram ed photograph of Co l Neilson, C om m anding O ffice r o f the Argyll and 
Sutherland H igh landers in Korea, Brig B.A. Coad and Col A.M. Man, taken on the day Co l Man heard o f the 
award of the D.S.O. The fram e was suitab ly inscribed w ith the badges o f both regiments.

O n Saturday m orning w e were taken on a private tour of the Regim ental M useum  w h ich was most 
impressive. The afternoon was spent at the H ighland T.A. C entre  where various disp lays were held, 
cu lm inating in the Beating of Retreat. D uring the evening we attended a social and buffe t where about 400  
people had a m em orable time.

O n the Sunday m orn ing we attended C hurch Parade fo llow ed by a Service in the C hurch of The Holy 
Rude. The parade was inspected by the Co lone l o f the Regiment, M ajor G en S ir Patrick Palmer, CBE, after 
w h ich  he took the salute. H e w as accom panied on the dais by Co l A.M. Man. W e  thank the A rgy lls  fo r the ir kind 
invitation and a llow ing us to enjoy the weekend celebrations.

JAL

G e n  P a lm e r  & C o l  M a n  on  the S a lu t in g  D a is G e n  P a lm e r  sp ea k in g  to M a jo r  L a w re n ce



REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

The fo llow ing  item s have been presented to the Regim ental Museum:

a. M edals o f 2L tT .L. W illiam s, G /4 0 1 35,1  2 th Bn, consis ting  of B ritish  W ar Medal 1914-18, V ictory Medal 
1914-19 . P resented by his S ister, M rs E.A. Davies, Southam pton, Hants.

b. M edals o f Private D. R itch ie, G /1 1 4 4 3 ,3 rd  Bn, cons is ting  o f B ritish  W ar Medal 1914-18, Victory Medal 
1914-19 . P resented by his daughte r M iss J. Ritchie, New South W ales, Australia.

c. M edals of 26531 7 and 6 2 0 5 9 7 0 , S g t A.T. Brown, consis ting  o f British  W ar Medal 1914-18 , V ictory 
Medal 1 9 1 4 -1 9 ,1 9 3 9 -4 5  Star, Burm a Star, Defence Medal, W a r M edal 1939-45, T.A. Effic iency Medal. 
Received from  his estate.

a. M edals of 5 5 0 6 2 6 0  CpI H.C. Elliott, cons is ting  o f 193 9-4 5  Star, Italy Star, Defence Medal, W a r Medal 
1939-45 . Presented by his s is te r M rs S.A. Taylor, Southsea, Hants.

e. S p o rts  m edals o f the late Band S g t G(Tishy) Cu llen (6189247), who served w ith  the 1 st Bn 1915-29.
was a m em ber o f the 1 st Bn team that won the Rhine Arm y C up in 1922. He was a lso a m em ber o f tne 
Rhine Arm y R epresentative team and was aw arded his “BAOR Cap and Jersey”, and these tw o item s are 
included in the presentation.

T ishy Cu llen was the leading cornet player fo r 8  years, Band S g t fo r 5 years and on leaving the army he 
spent 27 years w ith  the Bradford  C ity  Po lice Force Band. Presented by his daughter, M rs J.L. Buck, SRN, 
of Stonegarth, Ba inbridge, Leyburn, N. Yorks D L8  3EN.

G.A. WHITE MEMORIAL DAY

The P rincess M arina C o llege, A rborfie ld , Reading, w ill be hold ing the ir Parents’ Day Parade on 
Saturday, 15 D ecem ber 1990.

The C om m andant, C o lone l P.H. Kay, O BE, REME, has arranged fo r M rs J. W hite, m other o f 2Lt G.A. 
W hite, RAO C , to unveil a plaque renam ing the C o llege  Library after her son and w here his m edals and 
presidentia l c ita tion w ill be displayed.

G eoffrey was an ex-apprentice o f P rincess M arina Co llege, A rborfie ld , during the years 1942-45. He 
was killed in Korea on 22  S eptem ber 1950, w h ils t serving w ith  the 1 st Bn The M iddlesex Regim ent and was 
posthum ously aw arded the A m erican S ilve r Star.

T.A. SILVER

The T.A. S ilver held at the T.A. Centre, D eansbrook Road, Edgware, is to  be sold. A  cata logue is being 
prepared by Lt-Col J.D. G unnell, and m em bers in terested shou ld w rite  and ask fo r a copy.

HONOURS AND AWARDS

Lt-Col B rin ley Ayre, TD, has recently been honoured by Her M ajesty The Queen, the Sovere ign Head of 
the M ost Venerable O rde r o f the H osp ita l o f S t John of Jerusalem. He has been adm itted as a SERVING 
BROTHER of THE ORDER O F ST JO HN as from  18 Septem ber 1990, the date o f Her M ajesty's S ign  Manual.

O n 2 January 199 0  he had the honour of being in form ed that H is Royal H ighness Roberto II, Sovereign 
G rand M aster o f the O rde r of San Sa lvador o f A ragon has been grac ious ly  pleased to sanction his adm ission 
as a C om panion of the O rde r o f San Sa lvador o f Aragon. M em bersh ip  o f the O rde r of San Sa lvador w h ich  is an 
ancient O rde r devoted to charity and serv ice  is not solely an honourable d is tinction  but carried w ith  it certain 
ob liga tions which, in the case of C om panions, is deem ed to be fu lfilled  by the ir continued personal service.

S incere  congra tu la tions from  all Diehards.

7th MIDDLESEX OFFICERS’ CLUB

The 63 rd  Annual D inner o f the 7th M iddlesex O ffice rs ' C lub  was held at the S ta tioners ' Hall, Ave Maria 
Lane, London EC4, on Thursday 8  Novem ber 1990.

Lt-Col J.D. G unnel presided and the guests w e re :-C o l. Alderm an C.H. Martin, Lt-Col P .D .M cLe lland ,M r 
M.D.H. Milne, Lt D. Roberts, F/O  J.A. Rook, M r N.S. Young and M r T.S. Young.

The fo llow ing  m em bers attended:- M ajor K.I.A. Carter, M ajor H.E. C ouch, C a p t M J.S . Doran, C apt S. le 
Enthoven, Lt-Col P.J. Hall, M ajor D. Harwood, M ajor S.LJ. Henshaw, Lt D.H.S. Herrio tt, C apt J.K. Laurence, 
M ajor C.L. Lawrence, C apt P.J.T. Lane, M ajor RJ. Leighton, M ajor EJ. Naish, Lt P.J. O ttino, M ajor A J . Salter, Lt- 
Co l G.C.D. Scott-Lowe, Lt-Col D.E. Sim pson, C apt J.K.E. S lack, Capt J. Spencer Richards, C o l D.R.W. Thomas, 
M ajor R.G.C. Thornton, C a p t C J . Young.

The fo llow ing  m em bers expressed the ir regret fo r not being able to attend but sent greetings to all the ir 
friends:- C apt G.G. Andrew, C o l F.G. Barber, M gr R. Brown, C o l I.D. Brotherton, M ajor SJ . Carter, Lt-Col S.F. 
Caulfie ld-Kerney, M ajor P.DJ. C larke, C o l A .SJ. de S. C layton, C o l W .D . Ellis, C apt J.R.W. Fisher, C a p t M.S.

CANLOAN OFFICERS

Tw o Canloan o ffice rs  jo ined the 2nd Bn in Norm andy in 1944. They have both kept in touch w ith the 
friends they m ade in the regiment.

Rex Fendick sent to me the photograph pub lished below. It arrived just in tim e to be included in the 
newsletter.

O n the le ft is F.A. M cC onaghy and on the righ t R.F. Fendick, both A Company, 2nd Bn 1944-45. This was 
the firs t tim e in 45  years that they have been on parade together.

The M emorial is the Canloan M emorial at School o f Infantry, CFB G agetow n Com bat Tra in ing Centre, 
Crom octo, New B runsw ick.



Gedye, Lt S  B. Hurst, C o l A.M. Man, Capt D.O. M ansfie ld Thomas, Capt F.S. Mayman, M ajor A.E. M cManus, Lt J. 
M cMaster, M ajor M.C. Mercer, C apt K.D. Murray, Lt. I. N ickells, M ajor G.g. Norton, Lt J. van de Pol, M ajor B. St. 
G.A. Reed. M ajor P I. Roberts, Lt J. Spooner, M ajor P.A.D. Storie-Pugh, M ajor R.F. Sykes, M ajor E.L. W alis, Major
F. W ebb , Lt-C ol G. W ebber.

ROYAL HONG KONG REGIMENT (THE VOLUNTEERS)

M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , MBE, has accep ted an invitation to becom e a Honorary M em ber of the Royal Hong 
Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) Association , United K ingdom  Branch.

JAPANESE BURMA VETERANS ASSOCIATION

C olone l John Sh ipster recently v isited Japan at the invitation o f the Japanese Burm a Veterans 
Association . The visit was a success fo r both parties. They visited and paid the ir respects at the Y a s u l^ ^  
Shrine  in Tokyo -  the Shrine  com m em orates all those who died during the war. A t the end o f the v is it they 
to the Com m onw ealth W a r G raves Cem etery at Hodogaya w h ich  is in the suburbs of Yokohama, accom panied 
by the ir hosts. This cem etery is in a m ost beautifu l setting enclosed by small tree clad h illocks wh ich  were in full 
autumn colours. The party had brough t a wreath w ith  them and this was laid at the Centra l C enotaph by Maj 
G en D.H. Lyall-Grant, CBE, who was the senior m ember o f the party. A short and sim ple Service of 
Rem em brance was held attended by the Naval M ilitary A ttache of the B ritish  Embassy. B rig  David W ilson, 
A&SH, who had borrowed som e bag p ipes from  goodness know s where, piped a m ost m oving lament. A t the 
conclus ion o f the S e rv ice  the party recited the well known inscrip tion  w h ich  appears on the M emorial at the 
Kohim a Cemetery, India.

W hen you go home, tell them  o f us and say,
For your tom orrow  w e gave our today.

Tim e was short and it was not poss ib le  to  v is it every M iddlesex grave in the H odogaya Cemetery. John 
found the graves o f 51 D iehards.

58 D iehards lie in th is  cem etery w h ich  conta ins 1518  C om m onw ealth graves. These D iehards d ied in 
Kobe Cam p between 1942-45 , a fter surviv ing  the s inking o f the L isbon Maru, destined never to  recover from  
the ir traum atic ordeal. I m ention a few  names -  Lt-Col H.W .M . Stew art (Posthum ously aw arded the DSO), Sgts 
Betts, Fox, Privates B indon, Cohen, Funnell, Harrison, Sheehan, B ds Nix, W ilson , etc.

A separate part o f the cem etery conta ins the graves o f som e m em bers o f the 1st Bn killed in Korea.

KOREAN CLUB

On Saturday 15 S eptem ber 1990, the Korean C lu b  held the ir 1 0th annual reunion in the C arisbrooke 
Hall at the V ictory S ervices C lub. G uests a ttending w ere Lt-Col Tom Chattey and M ajor Frank W a ld i ^  
P resident and S ecretary of the  Regim ental Assocation , respectively.

T h is  was a m ost success fu l occasion  and enjoyed by all. Several new faces appeared but sadly a few 
regulars were m issing. The ladies w ant m usic and Tony Lofts  te lls  me that th is w ill be provided. It was good to 
see C o l Andrew  Man in such good form  and also M ajor Barry Reed, C apt Stanley Boydell the m edical officer, 
M rs Ann C o tton, daughte r o f the late Lt-G en G.C. B ucknall and M rs Peggy M orden our W.V.S. Lady, enjoying 
them selves.

A t the Annual G eneral M eeting held earlier in the evening the fo llow ing  appointm ents were recorded:

C hairm an M ajor M (Mike) Eastap
V ice C hairm an M r E (Paddy) Berm ingham
S ecretary M r A (Tony) Lofts
Treasurer M r S (Syd) W ebb
C om m ittee  M em bers M essrs N ick Hutley, G eorge Farm er and Jack Smart.

A  vote o f thanks to the re tiring Chairman, M r Ron Vann was recorded. 3 5  m emberd attended.

THE QUEEN ’S REGIMENT

THE BATTALIONS

The 1 st Battalion, based in T idworth, has had a fu ll sum m er of exercises and cadres, a visit by a party of 
cadets from  the Q ueen 's O w n R ifles of Canada and has sent Q ueensm en to sea w ith our new affilia ted W a r
ship, HM S Chatham. The 2nd Battalion in M inden has been equally busy, tra in ing w ith  the A m ericans in 
Southern Germany, one com pany going to Canada and vis its by AC F and CC F detachm ents. The 3rd  Battalion 
has also w e lcom ed groups o f cadets to C yprus and has found  that, a lthough a heavy schedu le  o f du ties is a 
regular part o f life on the island, it still has tim e to enjoy the opportun ities fo r sport w h ich are available. 

^ J e a n w h ile  our TA batta lions have packed in a very fu ll program me including, fo r 8 th Q ueen ’s Fusiliers, their 
^ ^ t  overseas camp, in BAOR.

ARMS PLOT MOVES

In January next year the 1 st Battalion w ill move from T idw orth to M inden to take over C lifton  Barracks 
from  the 2nd Battalion w h ich  is returning to Howe Barracks, Canterbury. The 3rd  Battalion is schedu led to 
move from  C yprus to C o lcheste r in mid 1992. A ll three battalions have also been warned o f fo rthcom ing short 
unaccom panied tours at batta lion o r com pany strength in either Northern Ireland or the Falkland Islands. W e 
have received no deta ils yet o f the future s tructure o f the Regim ent but expect to hear som e inform ation on this 
in early 1991.

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

The Regim ent continues to dom inate Infantry cricket. Having won the Arm y cup and both Infantry cups 
last season, the 1 st Battalion has retained the Infantry (UK) and the Infantry (UK v BAOR) cups th is year. 2nd 
Battalion teams have won the 10km N ovices C om petition at the Infantry Ski meeting, an International 7 a side 
Rugby C om petition  in Hannover and also both the BAO R and Arm y Sm all Bore Shooting. M eanwhile, with 
three individual w inners, the 6 th /7 th  (Volunteer) Battalion cam e firs t in both the M ens’ and W om ens ’ events at 
the South East D is tric t TA  O rienteering  C ham pionsh ips and later won the UKLF TA  O rienteering 
C ham p ionsh ips in May.

O u r Regim ental free fa ll team, ‘The Flying D ragons' have continued the ir successes by w inn ing  one 
gold, tw o silver and tw o bronze medals at the National and Arm y Parachuting C ham p ionsh ips th is  summer.

Q UEEN ’S REGIMENT BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

The Q ueen 's Regim ent Book o f Remem brance, w h ich includes names of m em bers o f the Regim ent 
killed in Northern Ireland, has been placed in the W arrio r’s C hapel of C anterbury Cathedra l. It was dedicated 
by the Dean on 25 July in the presence o f the C o lone l o f the Regiment, Maj G en M ike Reynolds CB , and many 
past and present m em bers o f The Q ueen’s Regim ent and its forebear regim ents.

CONGRATULATIONS TO INDIVIDUALS

C ongratu la tions are due to Co l G avin B u llock  MBE who is to  be prom oted to B rigad ie r when he takes up 
the appo in tm ent of DA A thens next February. This brings to six the num ber o f serving one star o ffice rs  from  the 
Regiment. W e  were a lso deligh ted to hear that Lt C o ls  M ike Ball and Peter C ook have both been selected fo r 
prom otion to  C o lone l in 1991 and that Brig  Stuart A nderson O B E  M C, w ho has recently le ft the Army, has 
appointed the new Secretary of Kent C ounty C ricke t C lub. Co l G avin Bu lloch and L t Co l M ike Ball w ere  both 
com m issioned into the M iddlesex Regim ent (DCO).



FIRST QUARTER CENTURY OF THE REGIMENT

O n 31 D ecem ber 1991 the present Q ueen ’s Regim ent w ill be 25 years old. The O ffice rs ’ C lub  w ill mark 
this event w ith  a Regim ental D inner on 1 M arch and by the end o f next year the anniversary w ill have been 
remem bered in several o ther ways including, it is hoped, pub lica tion  o f a history o f th is firs t quarter century for 
the Regim ent, w ritten  by Maj Jonathan Riley. M ore in form ation on this w ill be prom ulgated later.

CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR

W e  send ou r very best w ishes fo r C hris tm as and the N ew  Year to all readers of the Die-Hards 
Newsletter.

PERSONAL JOTTINGS Q

Mr Ken and Barbara Anderson, 9th Bn attended the Am ica le Des A nciens Com battants Be iges En 
G rande Bre tagne trip  to B russe ls  from  9 - 1 3  November 1990. They also attended the Annual Belg ian Torch 
C erem ony on M onday 7 N ovem ber at W estm ins te r Abbey.

M rs A lice  Ba ldw in, w id o w  of 62 0 0 5 6 9  C /S g tC  Ba ldw in, is a recent co rresponden t and supporter o f the 
Newsletter, sends best w ishes to all her friends in the Regiment.

My thanks to C liffo rd  D. Barratt-Pugh fo r the co rrespondence and photographs concern ing his recent 
visit to Hong Kong. H is  bro ther a fo rm er P O W  died in 1970.

Best w ishes to M r G. B asford  (S 7549) our last surviv ing m em ber o f the 4 th  Bn now 92  years and totally
blind.

D octor S. Boydell, M edica l O ff ice r to the 1st Bn in Korea, is now a mem ber o f the O ffice rs ’ C lub, 
Regim enta l A sso c ia tio n  and a N e w s le tte r reader.

Co lone l G avin B u lloch  was a recent v is ito r to  Lynsore B ungalow  and G race and I were very pleased 
indeed to meet him again. W e  hope he passed his course in G reek in O ctober.

•
M r G eorge C h acks fie ld  (6 2 0 1 8 3 6 ) w ho had a leg am putated earlier th is year is having a conva lescent 

holiday at the Q ueen A lexandra Hosp ita l Home, G iffo rd  House, W orth ing . He te lls me that he is very well looked 
after and has had 3 O utings, the last one to the ‘N ot Forgotten' A ssociation C hris tm as Party held at the R iding 
School, The Royal M ews, Buckingham  Palace, fo r som e 4 0 0  disabled ex service men and wom en w ith  the ir 
escorts.

Lt-Col Norm an C layden suffered a broken tendon in his leg after fa lling  off a s tep ladder wh ile  pruning 
his roses and w h ils t in hosp ita l su ffe red a s ligh t s troke w h ich  affected his speech and arm. Jean te lls me that he 
is m aking a good recovery and is a good patient. I w onder what he said when he fell?

M ajor Ken and Joan C layden have moved from  G arstang, Preston, to a bungalow  in S ilverdale, 
C arnforth . They are looking fo rw ard  to  being back on the hills and fells. Beware the m ountain goat is about.

To Capta in Battler Craydon, 8 8  years, our very best w ishes fo r a Happy C hristm as and N ew  Year.

Best w ishes to Dan Cavill (6201835) who is on standby fo ra  major operation around Christm as. O n 21 
January 1991 he is due to report to W oo lw ich  fo r a T ropica l check-up. W hat a glutton fo r punishm ent.

Bernard C raw ley is m anaging a hotel in Southend for a friend fo r a coup le  o f months. M ines a Large G in.

O u r s incere  best w ishes to M ajor A rthur and Ellen C ooper who have recently moved in to Residentia l 
Hom e accom m odation. A rthur is headed towards his 92nd year. He served w ith  the 53 rd  and 2 nd Bn in 191 7- 
19. H e w as granted a regular com m ission in the RA SC  in 1919 retiring in 1950. He has been a m em ber o f the 

^ p im e n ta l association fo r many years.

Reg C otton (6 2068 3 ) w rites from  Queensland, Australia, to w ish all 1 st Bn P O W ’s a Happy C hristm as 
and a P rosperous N ew  Year.

To all those who have enquired about A lf Ellis -  I can tell you that he is happy and well, as lovely as ever, 
but finds  it d ifficu lt to  get about. He is not broody jus t lying in wait.

C o lone l Desm ond Ellis has been in and out of hospital lately and feeling rather poorly. O u r very best 
w ishes to him fo r a speedy recovery.

S g t Ted Fuller, P rovost S g t w ith  the 1 st Bn in Iserlohn 1948, is enjoying his retirem ent and the Sussex 
coast. I cou ld  th ink  o f better th ings than that!

Best w ishes to M r E G iraud, now 91, who served w ith  ou r 2nd Bn 1914-18, w ho lives in a R B L Flat at 
Deal, Kent. My apo log ies fo r not being able to find  the tim e to v is it but I have not forgotten.

Fanny G ibbs has le ft the prison service and found a steady little num ber w ith W add ing tons  (the gam es 
people). I have reported your movem ents to M ajor Joe O 'G orm an now settled in as the Secretary o f the Q ueens 
t fk m  B u ffs  Assn.

Lt-Col John and Vanda H ew son w h ils t on holiday in C o rs ica  met another D iehard, M ajor Erick Howkins, 
9th Bn. Very appropria te  as John's father served w ith  the 9th. M ore e lbow  drill fo llowed.

Jeff Haward, Harry A lcock, Dennis Daly and Tom m y Jones, all o f the 1 /7 th  Bn met fo r a reunion at 
U lverston in A ugust at the Royal B order Assn C lub. They were invited by M ajor M cD uff-D uncan o f 51st 
H igh land B rigade to v is it the ir H Q  at Perth, then on to the B lack W atch  Bks, w here the RSM provided lunch. 
The C.O. said how pleased he was to see som e o]d D iehards. Then on to the B lack W atch  M useum  at 
Ba lhousie Castle.

Co lone l Tony H ew itt w rites from  Buderim , Q ueensland, to  say that he recently attended the Battle fie ld  
Tour of Hong Kong organised by C o lone l O live r Lindsay. He states that he w as royally entertained by the 
Vo lunteers at a Regtl G uest night. The C om m anding O ffice r toasted the M iddlesex Regim ent. Tony a lso s igned



the V is ito rs  Book at the C athedra l and he also paid hom age to the Regimental Memorial. It was a very proud 
m oment in my life  when I w as asked to ass is t w ith  the unveiling in 1952. A few  of the veterans attending the tour 
were invited to speak briefly. One, H. M itchell, a G unner, gave a graphic descrip tion  of the sinking o f the L isbon 
Maru, acc la im ing C o lone l ‘M onkey’ S tew art and the M iddlesex fo r ‘S tanding Fast’ and fo r the ir valiant 
behaviour. John Harris, R.E., rendered an emotional tribu te  to C o lone l Newnham  and those to whom G eorge 
C rosses w ere  awarded. Tony fina lly gave an account o f his escape from  Hong Kong.

M r Chas Kennedy (62147 51 ), w ill be v is itinq to Honq Konq next vear. He is w illinq  to help anyone w ith 
pho tographs etc.

Form er C SM  Bob Lomax sends C hris tm as greetings to all his D iehard friends.

M r Fred Lunnon, 1 st Bn 1915, now 91 years o f age, is no longer able to  attend any m eetings but he is in 
good sp irits  and w ishes to be rem em bered to all D iehards.

O ur s incere  congra tu la tions to M ajor Pam and Ph ilip  M arshall on celebrating the ir G olden W edd ing  
anniversary on 9 November.

O ur best w ishes to C o lone l An dre w  Man who was adm itted to the King Edward VII Hospital, Beaum ont 
St, London, on Thursday 6  D ecem ber 1990, fo r a hip replacem ent operation.

Mr and M rs J. M ilroy v is ited Hong Kong during  S eptem ber fo r tw o weeks. I have received som e very 
in teresting pho tographs w h ich  w ill be placed in the museum. The H ockey p itch in fron t o f Jubilee Bu ild ings  has 
been converted in to a Recreation space and Park. The plaque below  speaks fo r itself:

Private George Henry M cA lp in (6213538) was killed on 2 4 /2 5  Decem ber 1941, w h ils t serving w ith  the 
1 st Bn in Hong Kong. H is son is m ost anxious to find  out where and how his fa ther was killed. Can anyone tell 
me if they knew him and wh ich  com pany he was w ith -  it cou ld  have been D Company. M cA lp in  was a m ember 
o f the last draft to  arrive in Hong Kong, som etim e in early 1941, so w ou ld  have not been well known to the o lder 
m em bers o f the Bn. If you can help please get in touch w ith me (Editor).

Received a n ice le tter from  B ill Ph illips (6201806), C hris tchu rch , N ew  Zealand.

O ur very best w ishes to Sg t Jim Preston (6205018) who has recently moved to a property w here there  is 
a lift and a warden. Jim cannot w a lk very far and his sight is practica lly nil. H ilda is a marvellous nurse.

Ron Pile and Dennis Peck and the ir fam ilies recently spent a holiday in Turkey and when attend ing a 
barbecue organised by tw o Englishm en found that one of them was a Diehard. H is nicknam e was Biggsey, 
now a resident in Turkey. H is fu ll name was Brian B ignall -  needless to say that a copy o f the June 199 0  
N ew sle tter p lus a Joining Form was despatched immediately.

M r Dennis R ichardson, 1 /7 th  and 2 /7th , sends his regards to  all Diehards. H is brother 62 0 5 8 7 8  Private 
P.H. R ichardson, died o f w ounds on 24 February 1944.

Brig  J.B. Ryall, CBE, w ho com m enced his service as 6 2 0 5 9 3 6  Private Ryall, w ith the 9th Bn, is most 
anxious to make contact w ith  fo rm er m embers o f the Bn. W rite  to him at 19 S pringvale Avenue, L ittledown, 
Bournem outh, D orset BH 7 7EP.

Lt-Col G.C.D. S co tt-Low e in form s me that the fo llow ing  form er mem bers of the 2 /7 th  attended the 45 th  
anniversary o f the 8 th Arm y in Carinth ia, himself, Peter G ou ld ing and Ph ilip  W ildash. They vis ited K lagenfurt, 
V illach, Sp itta l and Trieste.

Lt-Col David S im pson, found a D iehard in his ‘ loca l’ recently. It was Mr C.C. Evans, 2nd and 1 3th Bns, 
1914-18 , now aged 91 years.

m Ernie S tebb ing sent a story about the reunion o f tw o friends a fter 51 years. I w ill cons ider th is  fo r thenext 
s letter.

M rs Doris Tarrant telephoned me recently and said that she was now fit  and w e ll and w ished  to be 
remem bered to all her friends.

Syd W e b b  in form s me that his marriage w ill now  take place on 12 Novem ber 1991. O u r very best w ishes 
to them  -  Syd can now get about w ithou t his wheel chair, a rem arkable achievem ent.

The fo llow ing  have jo ined the Regim ental Association : -

C p l N.D. Ball (22928 604), served 1955-55, M M G  PI S Com pany 1st Bn.



Private G.A. B ird  (6769352), served 1932-45, 1st and 2nd Bns.

S g t L.W. B u rb idge (6200731), served 1932-41, C  Com pany 1st Bn and Depot. 1942-46  w ith 
K ensingtons, Iceland and Europe.

Private F.A. Cram pton (23441 670), served 1958-60, B Com pany 1st Bn.

L /C p l L.W. Deadman (6212465), served 1940-46, 2 /8 th  (1st Bn).

Private P.E. G ates (22950 093), served 1953-58, C  Com pany 1 st Bn.

L /C p l E.W.C. G ood fe llow  (6848839), served 194 0-4 3  K ings Royal Rifles, 1943-44  D Company, 2nd 
Bn, 194 4-4 6  London Scottish.

CpI J. H arring ton (6204495), served 1938-50, H Q  Com pany Drums, PO W  with 1 st Bn 1941 -45, Osaka 
Camp, Japan. 195 0-5 4  Parachute Regiment.

Private K.(Jock) Hazlew ood (14411 336), served 1942-47, B Com pany 8 th Bn.

Private J.B. H erbert (221 77584), served 1949-51, HQ  Com pany 1 st Bn.

Private W.J. Hum phreys (62053 17), served 9th Bn Mx, KO SB, Royal Scots, 1938-45.

S g t C.H. Lovick (62051 49), served 1939-46 ,1  /7 th  Bn until 1943, then Dorset and DCLI regim ents until
1946.

Private A. M artin (Slashe*) (62032 56), served 1937-41, 7 Platoon B Com pany 1 st Bn. W as a membf 
special% dra ft that le ft Hong Kong in early 1941.

Private J. M cC le lland  (35368 01), served 1942  The M anchester Regt, 1943-47  w ith  8 th Bn Mx.

Private J.A. M ille r (62116 78 ), served B Com pany 2 /8 th  (1 st Bn) 1940-44. B a tm an/D river to C o l W.D.
Ellis.

Private EJ. M ilnes (19189 231 ), served 1947-48  2nd Bn Palestine 1949  2nd Bn K ing 's  Regt.

Private W .F Parker (23915 287), served 1962-64  C  Com pany 5th M iddlesex T.A.

Private E.l. Paris (T /62632), served 193 7-4 0  2nd Bn. 194 0-4 5  w ith RASC.

Private J.E. Sceats (2031416), served 1938-42  1 / 8 th Bn, 194 2-4 4  RAOC.

Private W.T. (Billy) Stagg (6200325), served 1931 -40 2nd Bn and a member of that excellent soccer 
team. 1940-47  Q ueens Royal Regiment. 1952-54  Korea w ith Q ueens Royal Regiment.

Private P.E. Stam m ers (23402221), served 195 7-5 9  1st Bn. N ow  a fu ll tim e magician.

Private W .H . Thom pson (22981646), served 1954-61, A Com pany 1 st Bn.

CpI M.F. Turton (23492821  ), served 1956-63, HQ  Com pany S ignals, 1 st Bn.

Private R.C. W e b b  (23113 858), served 1955-57  C  Com pany 1 st Bn.

L /C p l P.F. W illis  (14429 566), served 1943-47 D Com pany 2 /8 th  (1st Bn).

Private F.C. W iltsh ire  (14334947), served A  Com pany 2nd Bn 1942-47.

Lieut P.F. W ookey (6 4 6 4 8 4 3  & 170490), served 193 9-4 2  1/ 8 th Bn, C om m iss ioned M iddlesex Regt 
1.2.1941. T ransferred to Royal A rtillery 16.1 .1942, to C lass ‘A ’ Reserve on 28.4.1946.

OBITUARY

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce the fo llow ing  have died:-

ABELL -  O n 13 A ugust 1990, S quadron Leader James Martin Abell, aged 80 years.

•  Jim A b e ll’s fa ther was M ajor W .H . Abell, killed at M ons on 23 A ugust 1914, w h ils t serving w ith  ou r 4th
Bn.

BLAC K BU R N  -  O n 12 S eptem ber 1990, M ajor Frederick Henry (Blackie) B lackburn  (243710), aged 87 
years.
B lackie  jo ined the RAM C as a Private so ld ier on 28 O crober 1919, at the age of 16 years.e O n 21 
January 1921 he transferred to the RA O C  and in early 1922  transferred to the M iddlesex Regiment. He 
jo ined the 1 st Bn serving on the Rhine, S ingapore, India and Sudan and U.K. until 1 93 3  when he was 
transferred to the Reserve. He was recalled in 193 9  serving at the Depot and on 9 S eptem ber 1942  was 
granted a com m ission in the Royal P ioneer C o rps  w ith  whom  he served until 1946. O ne of his 
in teresting s tories is that he was responsib le  fo r starting the B ritish  W a r M em orial C em etery at El 
A lam ein in 1943. For many years he lived at M ill H ill and in 1987 moved to S ittingbourne, Kent, a fter the 
death of his w ife. He was a regular correspondent. C apt PJ.A. Pielou attended the funera l -  B lackie  
attended the trip  to  Hong Kong in 1989.

BR AN D -  O n 23 Novem ber 1990, Sg t C harles A rthur Brand, aged 76  years.
C harlie  Brand served w ith 7 Platoon, B Company, 2 /8 th  (1st Bn) and w ent th rough  the Norm andy 
cam paign. H e w as wounded on H ill 112 but returned to duty w ith in six weeks. He le ft the 1 st Bn at 
Lubecke on posting to the 2nd Bn in Egypt in June 194 5  and on to Palestine in the D ecem ber and 
dem obilisa tion  in early 1946.



BUTLER -  O n 8  D ecem ber 1989, Lt S idney A rthur V ic to r Butler, aged 92  years.
S idney B u tle r served in W orld  W ar 1 w ith  the K ing 's  O w n Yorksh ire  Light Infantry. During W o rld  W ar 2 
he served in the M iddlesex Hom e G uard. He became a Honorary Mem ber o f the M ill H ill B ranch and the 
Regim ental A ssocia tion  in the early 5 0 's  and attended many branch m eetings as he lived at Hendon. 
In his w ill S idney bequeathed £ 1 ,0 0 0  to the Regim ental C haritab le Fund.

C O RN ER -  O n 20  N ovem ber 1990, M rs L. Corner, w idow  of W 0 2  Viv C o rne r (6200915), who d ied on 7 
February 1988.

D A NIELS -  O n a date in June 1990, Private T.W . Daniels (89108), aged 90 years.
He served w ith  the 1 st th roughout W o rld  W a r 1 1914-19.

DE G AYE -  O n 8  July 1990, M ajor John De Gaye, aged 6 6  years.
John was com m iss ioned in to the Regim ent on 1 2 D ecem ber 1942. I have no details of his w ar time 
service until he jo ined the 1 st Bn in 194 6  serving w ith  the Bn in Rendsburg and Iserlohn. In 194 8  he was 
appointed G S 0 3  Int G H Q  MELF and in 194 9  jo ined the W este rn  Union Defence O rganisation BAQR. 
In 19 5 3  he served w ith  the Royal Fusiliers in Korea and was wounded. H is next posting was to  S H ^ ^ k  
w here he rem ained until his retirem ent on 30  A p ril 1961. ”

FAYERS — O n 28 O ctobe r 1990, Private Stanley Robert Fayers (6214340), aged 75 years.
He served w ith  C  Company, 1 /7 th  Bn 194 0-4 6  and only jo ined the Regim ental A ssociation in August. 
Sadly he had been con fined  to a wheel cha ir fo r many years. H e recently had a holiday at the Q ueen 
Alexandra Hospita l Hom e at G iffo rd  House, W orth ing , and was a m ember o f a group w h ich  attended a 
G arden Party at Buckingham  Palace.

FO RD HAM  -  O n 9 Novem ber 1990, Private A lec Fordham, aged 95  years.
He jo ined the regim ent at M ill H ill in 1914, trained w ith  the 5th Bn at Chatham and was then posted to the 
2 /1 0th Bn in Egypt and the Palestine cam paign. A fte r the d isbandm ent of the 2 /1 0th Bn he served fo r 
another year w ith  the Isle of W ig h t R ifles in the Sudan. He became blind during the last few  years o f his 
life. H is son Reg te lls me that he and his bro ther used to read parts of the new sletter to him and th is  gave 
him m uch enjoyment.

HARPUR -  O n 1 A ugust 1990, M ajor Brian Harpur, MC, aged 72 years.
Brian Harpur jo ined the M iddlesex Regim ent as a Private so ld ier in 193 9  and was com m issioned into the 
regim ent in 1940  and w as posted to the 1 st Bn Princess Lou ise's Kensing ton Regiment. He saw service 
in Tunis, S ic ily  and Italy 1943-45 , was M entioned in D ispatches at C assino and was aw arded the M ilitary 
C ross  in the River S en io  battle A p ril 1945. He was D irector of Associa ted N ew spapers 1964-83, 
R esponsib le fo r Daily Mail T ranslantic A ir Race 1969, Founder of Ha iley's C om et Socie ty  and author of 
“The Im possib le  V ictory".

HELLIADIS -  O n 21 A ugust 1989, Private N icholas Henry H elliad is (6202746), aged 72 years.
He enlisted during  D ecem ber 1935  and jo ined the 1 st Bn in Singapore  M arch 1936, serving w ith  C  and 
D Com panies. He m oved w ith  the 1 st Bn to Hong Kong in A ugust 1937 and was taken P.O.W. on 25 
Decem ber 1941. He survived the sinking o f the L isbon Maru on 1 O ctobe r 1942, and served his P O ^ / 
days in O saka Camp, Japan. H e returned to UK in November 194 5  and was d ischarged in May 19 A

H O B S O N  -  O n 28  June 1990, W O l A lbert Joseph H obson (202820), aged 76 years.
Bert H obson en listed on 1 February 193 3  and on com ple tion  of his recru it tra in ing was posted to the 
2nd Bn at Co lchester. In M arch 1 9 3 6  he jo ined the 1 st Bn in S ingapore and moved w ith the Bn to Hong 
Kong in A ugust 1937. O n 25 D ecem ber 1941 he was taken P O W  w ith the rem ainder o f the Bn. He 
survived the sinking o f the L isbon Maru on 1 O ctobe r 1942, and served his P O W  days in Kobe Camp, 
Japan. He was repatriated to UK in O c tobe r 1945. He kept d iaries during  his days as a guest o f the Nips, 
seven survived w h ich  I (Secretary) now hold, sadly the rem ainder were lost during  searches and had to 
be dum ped in ‘the bucke ts ’. He w as repatriated to UK in O ctobe r 1945, and having served 12 years re
engaged to com ple te  22 years fo r pension. He was discharged on 31 January 1955. The very next day he 
re-enlisted into the R A S C  and eventually became a W O l C h ie f C lerk. H is last posting was to SEATO 
HQ, Thailand. In 19 6 3  he saw a jo b  opportun ity  in Bangkok and took his discharge. He and his w ife  
remained in B angkok until A p ril 1990  when Bert became very ill and it was necessary fo r him and his 
w ife  Ethel to return to UK. O n arrival in UK they were accom m odated at M ais House, Bexhill on Sea. 
Sadly Bert d ied on 28 June. He w as an excellent sportsm an who excelled at Running, C ross  C ountry  and 
Boxing. A t one tim e he w as G room  to our President.

The funeral took place at Bexhill on Sea, the Regimental Flag draped the co ffin  and as Secretary I 
attended the funeral w ith my w ife  to respect a great friend and a com rade who I w ill sadly miss. The Royal 
British  Legion staff who contro l Mais House were most helpful and assisted in every way poss ib le  
provid ing  a buffe t tea and drinks fo r the m ourners -  the majority knew Bert and Ethel in B angkok and had 
travelled long d istances to attend the funeral. I wou ld  like to p lace on record the sterling w o rk he did  as a 
P O W  and was an inspiration to his fe llow  P O W ’s. He had the g ift o f ‘acqu iring ’ a few  luxuries from  the 
docks, such as sugar, sardines etc, and getting them past the guards to share w ith the s ick  who were 
unable to work. The late Maj G en C h ris  Man, M artin W eedon and Ewan w ould  confirm  my statem ent 
were they alive today. To M rs Ethel Hobson our s incere  condolences.

H O D G S O N  -  O n 23 July 1990, Private G eorge Gray H odgson (6207383), aged 69  years.
G eorge H odgson com m enced his service w ith  the 7th Bn on 3 May 1939, jo in ing  B Com pany 2 /7 th  Bn 
in Septem ber 1939. During 1941 he was transferred to the Royal Engineers -  his trade being M illw rig h t

HO N E SS -  O n 4 O ctobe r 1990, M ajor S.E. H oness (Kim) (255799), aged 70 years.

•  Kim H oness jo ined the Princess Lou ise's Kensington Regim ent as a Private so ld ier in early 1942. O n 1 2 
Decem ber 1942 he was com m issioned in to the M iddlesex Regim ent and posted to the Royal N orfo lk 
R egim ent and then to the 1 st Bn The Royal Ham pshire Regiment. He was w ith th is  Bn in Norm andy and 
was wounded and evacuated to the UK. He attended S taff C o llege in 1947 and th is  w as fo llow ed by a 18 
m onth course a tth e  London University learn ing Japanese. He jo ined the 1 st Bn in Austria  195 3  and was 
A d jutant o f the Bn when new C o lours  were presented. In M arch 1956  he becam e DAAG  H Q  S W  
District, Taunton, retiring on 4 June 1959.

H U G H ES -  O n 29  Septem ber 1990, Private Angus (Jock) Hughes (2978223), aged 76 years.
He enlisted at M ill H ill on 11 January 193 5  (as M cEachran) and jo ined the 1 st Bn in S ingapore in M arch 
1936. He moved w ith  the Bn to Hong Kong during A ugust 1937 and was taken P O W  25  Decem ber 
1941 and remained in Sham shuipo Camp until 194 3  when he was moved to Tokyo, Japan, and held in 
No. 1 Camp. He was repatriated to UK in O ctobe r 1945  and transferred to the Arm y Reserve in May
1946. During his service he was a good sportsm an especia lly at soccer. Sadly fo r many years he 
su ffe red serious illness and paid. Mr Tom Barnett kindly attended the funeral and the Regim ental Flag 
draped the coffin.

JAC O B -  O n 26 July 1990, M rs Aubrey Beatrice deV ere Jacob, aged 85 years, w idow  o f M ajor M.A. Jacob who 
died 1 7 May 1972, aged 6 8  years.

JO H N S -  O n 13 O ctobe r 1990, Private Douglas John Johns, aged 72 years.
He served w ith  the 1 /7 th  Bn 193 9-4 5  and w as a great friend of the late M r Taffy Evans o f A lbuhera C lose, 
Enfield.

LA W R EN C E -  O n 26 S eptem ber 1990, Private Kenneth Lawrence, aged 59  years.
Ken Law rence died very suddenly at work. He served w ith  the 1 st Bn in Korea 1950-51 . H e was a very 
sm art so ld ier and carried the Standard fo r the Kent B ranch o f the Korean Veterans A ssocia tion  on many 
occasions. The funeral was attended by M ajor A.E.F. W aldron, M r R. Fitch and Mr D. G alvin from  the

•  regim ent. The Regim ental Flag draped the co ffin  and various Standards from  BKVA branches w ere  in 
attendance. A  bug ler from  the Royal S co ts Fusiliers stationed at Canterbury sounded Last Post and 
Reveille.

M AN -  O n 29  S eptem ber 1990, M rs G eorgina (Topsy) Man, loving w ife  of the late Maj G en C.M.M. Man. 
The funeral took p lace at B la ir A tholl on 4 O ctobe r 1990 and the Regim ent w ere  represented by M rs Kay 
Lawrence.

M AKEW ELL -  O n 22 A ugust 1990, W 0 2  W illiam  Robert Makewell, DCM  (61894 63), aged 89  years.
‘S onny’ Makewell enlisted on the 8  February 1919  and on com ple tion  of his recru it tra in ing jo ined the 
2nd Bn overseas. S ervice in Germany, S ingapore, India and Sudan fo llow ed  until the Bn reverted to 
home establishm ent in Decem ber 1931. Service w ith the Bn at C o lchester, Portsm outh and G osport 
fo llow ed . I n 1939  he was posted as PSI to  the 1 /7 th  Bn and went to France w ith  the Bn. It w as on 28 May 
1940, just p rio r to the Dunkirk evacuation, that Sonny was recom m ended by the late Lt-Col B.B. 
Rackham fo r the award of the D istingu ished C o nduct Medal, fo r consp icuous gallantry and leadership 
in the face of the enemy. The award was prom ulgated on 23 O ctobe r 1940. H e w as later m edica lly 
dow ngraded and spent the rem ainder of the war as A /R S M  at the W eapon Tra in ing School, Purfleet, 
Hants. In 1946  he was posted to the 7th Bn stationed atTottenham  Drill Hall until his d ischarge  in 1951. 
H e im m ediately enlisted on a T.A. engagem ent o f 4 years fina lly pu tting  his feet up in 1955. In 19 2 6  he 
m arried Rose, daughte r o f Private Byran, the Bn QM S torem an -  a regim ental m arriage that lasted fo r 64



years.
The funeral took place on 30  August, the Regim ental Flag draped the coffin. M em bers o f the Dunkirk and 
the Royal B ritish  Legion attended the funeral w ith  the ir Standards.

PEARTON -  O n 20  Novem ber 1989, Private Frederick J. Pearton (10439), aged 92 years.
Fred enlisted during May 1915  at Pound Lane and in June 1915  was posted to the 18th Bn then at 
G ivinchy. H e was wounded on the Som m e on 22 June 1916  near Anm equin Nortti. He returned to 
France in Novem ber 191 6  and jo ined the 2nd Bn at Bethune and was w ith  the Bn until w ounded in the 
neck and taken POVJ on 26  M arch 1918.

RAND ALL -  O n 21 June 1990, C /S g t A lfred Francis Randall (2609284), aged 84  years.
A lf Randall com m enced his service w ith  the G renad ie r G uards in 1932. A t the outbreak of w ar in 1939 
he jo ined the 1 / 8 th Bn and becam e C Q M S  to A  Company. He was at Dunkirk w ith  the Bn and served 
th roughou t the war w ith  the 1 / 8 th Bn, fina lly  being dem obbed in S eptem ber 1945.

TAYLO R -  O n 19 Novem ber 1990, C a p t Ronald G eorge Taylor, aged 74 years.
Ron Taylor enlisted during  1934  and on com ple tion  of his recru it tra in ing  at M ill H ill jo ined the 2nd 
C olchester. In 193 5  he became a m em ber o f the ‘Save Egypt’ dra ft and jo ined the 1 st Bn at M o a s c a r^^ ; 
returned to UK and the 2nd Bn in early 1936. H is prom otion was rapid becom ing a CpI and then S g t on 
the Education staff. He w ent to France w ith  the 2nd Bn in S eptem ber 1939  and was stationed at 
G ondecourt. On 31 M ay 19 4 0  evacuation from  D unkirk  com menced. The Bn eventually concentrated at 
B ridestow e Cam p, Devon, fo r coastal de fence protection. Posting to the 1 /7 th  Bn fo llow ed  and he saw 
service in S ic ily  and Italy returning to UK in N ovem ber 1943. Back to France w ith  21 st Arm y G roup just 
a fter D Day. O n 10 O c tobe r 194 6  he w as com m iss ioned as Lt and shortly afterw ards le ft the army. He 
then app lied  and was granted a short service com m ission and the fo llow ing  appointm ents fo llow ed  -  
G arrison A d jutant W e s t A frican Forces, Freetown, and then Gambia, fo llow ed by the sam e appointm ent 
at L ipstaad tand  M unster, BAOR. He retired in 1951. He later w as em ployed by Brow n Bro thers Ltd and 
Plssey Com pany Ltd.

W ARREN -  O n 5 A ugust 1990, M ajor C harles H. W arren, aged 93  years.
M ajor W arren served w ith  the M iddlesex A rm y C adet Force fo r over 20  years.

W ELLER -  O n 12 O ctobe r 199 0 , M rs Pamela V io le t W eller, the w idow  o f M ajor A.v. W e lle r w ho died in 1967.

W H ITE  -  O n 4 A ugust 1990, CpI C harles Frederick K itchener W h ite  (6199494), aged 75 years.
CpI W h ite  enlisted as a boy so ld ie r on 4 Septem ber 193 0  and jo ined the Band o f the 1 st Bn stationed at 
Co lchester. He jo ined the Band o f the 2nd Bn at the end o f 1931 when that Bn reverted to Home 
Establishm ent and rem ained w ith  them until he was m edically d ischarged on 11 May 1946. He leaves a 
w idow , Dorothy, w ho w as the daughte r o f the late M ajor (QM) W .H . (Bill) Pilley.

W ILLIA M S  -  O n 20 May 1990, 2L t Trevor W illiam s (G /40135 ), aged 94  years.
O n 23  M arch 1 91 6  he en listed into the 26th  (Bankers) Bn Royal Fusiliers. O n 16 August 1916  he was a 
m em ber of a dra ft o f 150  who entrained fo r France. O n arrival he was posted to our 1 2th Bn and took part 
in the battles o f Thiepval, A lbert, A rras and Passchendale. H e was aw arded the F.R.P.S. (Fellow Roval 
Photograph ic Society) on 26 Novem ber 1985.

51 st (Highland) Division Pilgrimage to France 6 - 1 3  June 1990

At a Luncheon held in ED IN BU RG H in July 1987 Lt Gen S ir Derek Lang KC B DSO M C DL Chairman of 
the D ivisional D inner C lub, proposed the idea of m ounting a P ilgrim age to St. VALERY-en-Caux to take place in 
June 19 9 0  to mark 50  years on from  the h is toric  stand made by M ajor G eneral V ic to r Fortune’s 1 9 3 9 /4 0  
Division, w h ich  fough t so valiantly there to hold up Romm el’s enc irc ling  armour, until being finally fo rced  to 
surrender on 1 2 June 1940, having afforded the BEF add itional escape tim e at DUNKIRK.

Som e 8 00 0  of that firs t D ivision were captured around St. VALERY, many of whom were m arched to 
PO LAND, and then m arched back into G ERM AN Y when RUSSIA attacked from  the W est later in the W ar. One 
of these prisoners was G ordon Holm es who had jo ined 1 G O R D O N S at fourteen and a half years and was only 
fifteen years old when captured in one of the G O R D O N S  Infantry P latoons in 1940. He became re-united with 
his Platoon C om m ander at the time, now M ajor O gilv ie  (ret'd), during  the recent Pilgrim age.

The plans form ed by Gen. Lang who, after escape in 1940, was later to com m and 5 C A M E R O N S in the 
v ^ o r io u s  action and return on 2 S eptem ber 1944 by the “second” D ivision, in wh ich 1 /7 th  M IDDLESEX had 
^ ^ k e d  continuous part since 1941, fina lly cam e to  fru ition  from  the 6 th to 13th June 1990. In attendance at the 
v S o u s  func tions  were the Mayor o f St. VALERY and his w ife  the deputy Mayoress, Area Prefects of FRANCE, 
Governm ental Heads of Department, together w ith the Lord Provosts of ABERDEEN and PERTH, the 
PRO VO STS of INVERNESS and DUNDEE, and “veterans" from  m ost of the Regim ents and attached 
Form ations and C o rps  of both the 194 0  and 1944 D ivisions. INVERNESS now is “tw inned” w ith  St. VALERY- 
en-Caux.

Sadly, through illness, B rigad ie r James O live r C B  CB E  D S O T D  D L th e  D ivis ion 's President w as unable 
to  a tten d  -  sad ly  he d ied  on 4 O ctober.

Bearing in m ind that som e 150  p lus M em bers and G uests form ed the fina l total country-w ide, it was 
decided to en lis t the support o f R O G A N ’S BATTLEFIELD TO UR S of NUNEATON, who, w ith  Lt Col. A lasta ir 
Rose our D ivisional Secretary, co-ordinated the entire m ovem ent operations from  ED IN BU RG H and 
G LA S G O W  via LO N D O N  in three coaches to PO RTSM OUTH, thence to LE HAVRE overn ight on 6 /7  June, 
and return overn ight CH E R B O U R G /P O R TS M O U TH  overn ight on 1 2 /1 3  June. Thanks to  the ir excellen t jo int 
efforts we all arrived and returned safely, and our thanks to the three individual coach drivers and C ouriers  
shou ld a lso be recorded. In coach ‘C ’ our driver was Roy W ednagh (from HULL) and ou r C o urie r Nevin 
Anthony (from  DYFED), the la tter having served w ith  South W a les B orderers in KOREA and is no s tranger to 
our 1 M IDDLESEX w ho had served there also.

From the very outset G en Lang was insistent that fu ll deta ils o f the pro ject shou ld be circu la ted  to all 
Un its involved w ith  both the firs t (1939 /40), and the second re-formed 1941 /4 5  D iv is ions, and a wonderfu l 
fee ling o f D ivisional belong ing pervaded throughout, many mem bers o f the collective  fo rm ations being able to 
m eet up w ith  one another fo r the firs t tim e in over 50  years. It is now hoped to m aintain and build  on th is  sp irit 
even m ore in fu ture  D ivisional gatherings.

It is in teresting to note that the 1 9 3 9 /4 0  D ivision was supported by two M achine G un Bns -  The 7th 
(then) NO RTHU M BERLAND FUSILIERS and 1 KE N S IN G TO N S of our s ister TA Regiment. A lso  included in 
^ ■ D iv is io n  then was the (then) 7th NO RFOLKS, a Pioneer Bn in those days. A story o f the la tter Bn cam e to 
^ m t  where a Platoon Com m ander, who later came back in June 1944 as M ajor H J W alke r la ter to w in a D S O  in 
the CAEN Bridgehead, w ith  the NO RFOLK Bn in 59  D ivision, escaped from  S t VALERY w ith  18 of his men by 
taking over a deserted French fish ing boat w h ich  they found  oarless and prom ptly rowed ou t to  a B ritish  
Destroyer using the ir shovels GS!

1 /7 th  M IDDLESEX was represented on the Pilgrim age by the w rite r who, very fortunately, was jo ined on 
Sunday 11 J une by Stanley Lew is (of our fo rm er QM the late C harles T resta in ’s Dept) and his w ife  Pat. They had 
com e stra igh t on from  DUNKIRK and the DUNKIRK Veterans’ C e lebrations there, wh ich  were  also attended by 
a num ber o f our 1 /7  Mx Bn mem bers w ho had served in 194 0  when the Bn supported G en M ontgom ery's 3 
D iv is ion in the BEF.

Details of the Itinerary undertaken are as follows:-

Day 2. Thursday 7 June.

D isem barked LE HAVRE 0 7 1 5  hrs. Drive through NEUFCHATEL and AM IENS to SO M M E  Battle fie ld  
191 4 /18 . V is its to LA BO ISSELLE, THIEPVAL, and BEAU M O NT HAMEL, and walk round N E W FO U N D LAN D



PARK the Canadian Area. P ipers accom panied a m oving “drum  head” Service, conducted by Revd. Angus 
Sm ith RA Ch. Dept, fo llow ed by W reath laying at the strik ing  setting o f the 1 9 1 4 /1 8  “H ighlander" Memorial 
there, unveiled by M arshal FO C H  on 28 Sept 1924. A lso  a view o f the im m ense “LO C H N AG AR  CRATER” 
near the M emorial, w here the G erm ans underm ined a vast expanse o f the British fron t line causing a casualty 
figu re  of 8 0 0 0  fron t line personnel. So great was the carnage at th is point that, when Rem em brance Services 
are held there, Flanders popp ies are dropped into the “crater" to observe a poignant memory to so many Fallen. 
The zig-zag outlines o f the fron t line trenches have a lso been le ft as qrim  rem inders o f the c loseness of the 
1 9 1 4 /1 8  fighting.

1430  hrs. V in d ’honneur in V illage of W AILLY  -  BA ILLO N  w ith the local Community.
G uard o f H onour fo rm ed by French Veterans.

1 70 0  hrs. V is it to B ritish /C anadian 1 9 1 4 /1 8  Cem etery at W A R LO Y  fo r Service there.

1 90 0  hrs. Late arrival after drive to  DIEPPE fo r d inner and overn ight stay in Hotel I’UNIVERS and two 
adjo in ing H ote ls on sea fron t c lose  to  the Canadian 1942 Memorial.

Day 3. Friday 8  June

0 9 1 5  hrs.D rove to ABBEVILLE Area to RV w ith M. A ndre  de W a illy  the celebrated French author w ho has 
made a particu lar s tudy o f the 1 9 3 9 /4 0  figh ting  around St. VALERY, and has published several 
books already on th is  subject. En route, we were fo rtunate  to  hear the rem in iscences o f two 
mem bers o f our Party, C a p t D H M acalister Hall and M r Mackie, who had actually fough tth e re  w ith  7 
A & S H in June 1940. Th is  pattern was to be fo llow ed during the next 4 days as individual m embers 
in the respective coaches were able to  o ffe r firs t hand com m ents on the ir experiences in June 1940, 
and then on the return w ith  the second D ivision in June/July 1944  when w e reached the 
NO RM AN DY B ridgehead Area. Aga inst overw helm ing odds in Germ an arm our and fire  pow er 7 A  ( 
S H lost over 50 0  in killed and w ounded in June 194 0  in th is Area -  a devastating experience.

1315  hrs.W e reached the B ritish  Cem etery at M AREUIL -  C AM BER T fo r a W reath  Laying Cerem ony, and 
here we found a num ber o f graves of 4 C A M E R O N S (of wh ich  Gen. LANG  was the A d jutant then in 
1940), and of 4 SEAFO RTH S, Lt C o l A lasta ir Rose played the P ipes as a lone Piper at th is  Cemetery.

1330  hrs.On the outskirts o f ABBEVILLE our who le  Party jo ined up at the Chateau Bagatelle, the home of M.
and Mme. de W ailly, w here w e  were entertained to a B arbeque in the ir garden -  a de ligh tfu l setting 
in beautifu l w eather and extremely relaxing a fter having travelled so far and seen so m uch in the 
short tim e s ince ou r arrival.

172 0  hrs.O n the way back to  DIEPPE w e made a brie f stop at G R AN D C O U R T Cem etery where G ordon 
H olm es found  the grave o f his friend “G eorgie Porgy" CA TO  killed a longside him on 11 June 1940, 
am ost 50  years on from  that fateful date. He had travelled from  C O TTIN G H A M  N Hum berside to pay 
th is  tribu te  to his long lost friend.

1830 hrs.B ack to DIEPPE to Hotels. 51 (H) Div D inner C lub  m embers representing their respective Recj^fc 
Units were then driven by courtesy o f KENT YEO M AN RY (1940  D ivis ion members) in the ir co ac lno  
Hotel in S t  VALERY to attend D inner hosted by Gen. and Lady Lang to the C iv ic  D ignitaries o f St. 
VALERY on behalf o f the w ho le  H igh land D ivisional Party.

Day 4. Saturday 9 June

M orn ing free in DIEPPE.

1315  hrs. Left H ote ls in DIEPPE in our three coaches fo r drive to St. VALERY.

1400  hrs.Assem bled at (Aberdeen G ranite. 20 tons) C liff Top 1940  M emorial to 51 (H) Div. unveiled on 1 0 
June 1950  by “Tartan Tam ” Maj Gen D N W IM BE R LE Y form er G O C  of second Divis ion in hon ouro f 
those fallen in 193 9 /45 .

1430  hrs. Raising o f C o lours. W reath  laying. Presentation to present day P ipers o f newly em broidered H D 
Pipe Banners, and three P ipers then played “Heroes of St. VALER Y”.

1500  hrs. Drove to M ilitary Cem etery in St. VALERY. French Bands played M arsella ise, The Belgian, and our 
National Anthem s. French G endarm erie Band very good.

1515 hrs. W reath  laying C erem onies and Speeches. French G endarm erie and our P ipers played alternately.

163 0  hrs. Drive to HO UD ETO T fo r a very moving short Service conducted by Revd Sm ith over Graves of 1 st 
Bn BLAC K W A TC H  and m em bers o f the 5th dem i-Brigade o f CH AS SEU R S ALPINS w ho fough t 
and fell together and were then buried by French villagers in the ir sm all Churchyard. O ne present 
day 51 Volunteer Bde P iper played very m ovingly at th is short Service.

1 93 0  hrs. Back to H o te ls then off to M ayor's C e lebration D inner w ith  Tow nspeop le  to our who le  Party at S ports 
Hall in St. VALERY. Sadly had to leave early due to our coach drivers being ‘on lim it’ on Tachometers. 
A great pity as we m issed the “ pudd ing" course said to have been excellent w ith  Benedic tine  sauce 
accom panim ent!

Day 5. Sunday 10 June

^ 5  hrs. Left DIEPPE H ote ls fo r St. VALERY.

1000  hrs. A ssem bled in O ld C hurch in St. VALERY.

1030  hrs. S ervice headed by B ishop of Area (ROUEN) fo llow ed by Dedication of H igh land D ivis ion Stained
G lass W ind ow  (by the same designer who created the O UISTREHAM  C hurch W in d o w  ded icated 
in June 1988). This one dep ic ting  the Port o f St. VALERY as if seen from  the air, em bellished w ith 
b righ t red panes dep ic ting  the Tow n burning in 1940, and w ith barred lines su rround ing  to 
represent the c los ing G erm an armour, and then entw ined Roses fo r FRANCE and Th is tles fo r 
S C O T LA N D  shin ing from ligh ter co loured panes to  herald return, victory, and ultim ate re lie f in 
1944. This beautiful W in d o w  is the g ift o f the S co ttish  people o f the D is tric ts  from  w hence cam e the 
H igh land Regim ents. The P ipe M ajor then played “The M ist Covered M ounta ins o f Hom e". A fte r 
C hurch the Parade form ed up in the Place de la Guerre, awaited there by P ipes and D rum s 153  
H igh land A rty S p  Regt RCT (V) w ith one P iper from  each 51 H IG H LA N D  VOLUNTEER Bns.

O rde r o f M arch (1) Local Po lice Band
(2) VIP’S
(3) PIPES & DRUMS
(4) 1 PL present day 1 AR G YLL & SUTHERLAND H IG H LA N D E R S
(5) Detachm ent G O R D O N S  AC F
(6 ) 51 HD VETERANS
(6 ) FRENCH VETERANS

Parade m arched past the Mayor outside the M arie fo llow ed by the Presentation o f the  St. VALERY 
M edallion 1 9 4 0 /1 9 9 0  by the ch ild ren to the 1940  Veterans.

1200  hrs.V in d ’honneur at S ports  Hall. A t th is Function the w rite r presented a M IDDLESEX REGIM ENTAL 
SH IELD to mark the 1 /7 th  B n ’s participation in all the D iv is ion 's C am pa igns from  EL ALAM EIN  to

•  BREMERHAVEN, and th is w ill now hang proudly a longside the Highland R egim ents’ S h ie lds in the 
S a lle  des Ecosses in St. VALERY.

1500  hrs. M ilitary M usic  Festival at Stadium  G. G AULARD inc lud ing P ipes and Drums.

1630  hrs. Left fo r BAYEUX fo r fresh H ote ls there prior to  v is iting NO RM AN DY Bridgehead.
(A we lcom e drink  and early night!)

Day 6 . M onday 11 June

0 9 1 5  hrs. Left BAYEUX H otels to v is it B ritish  S ector o f M O R M AND Y O perations June/July 1944. Drove via 
CAEN to RANVILLE and British Left Flank. V is ited RANVILLE Cemetery. 256 2  B uria ls  in RANVILLE 
of wh ich  2151 are British. See detailed separate List, kindly prepared by Stanley Lew is during  June 
1988  O UISTREHAM  visit show ing names o f 24 M em bers of M IDDLESEX, KE N S IN G TO N S , and 
M IDDLESEX Com m ando Unit members at Rest in RANVILLE Cemetery. Personal tribu te  laid by the 
w rite r on behalf o f 7 PI. “B ” C oy on grave o f S g t J H Harris K.I.A. ESCO VILLE 26.6.44. Searched fo r 
grave of C a p t Norman Shippam  ou r Bn S igna ls  O ffice r who died of w ounds received in the 
B ridgehead, but unable to find  his grave in either RANVILLE o r BAYEUX C em eteries in the time 
available. Further Areas visited by the Party were PEG ASUS BRIDGE, C O U R SE U LLE S and JUNO 
BEAC H, AR R O M A N C H ES and G O LD  BEAC H and various M useum s.



11.30 hrs .W h ils t in the NO RM AN DY Bridgehead w e a lso visited Ste. HO N O R IN E la Chardronnette, scene of 
fie i c ® f l9 h tin9 unW finally taken on 22 June, and w here ou r Bn M achine G uns o f 13 and 14 P latoons 
of “D", 12 PI of “C "a n d  7 PI o f “B" Com panies were all engaged under com m and o f the ir respective 
Infantry Bns to add to  the H D fire  pow er there. Ste. HO NO RINE C hurch has s ince been re-built from 
the ru ins w e knew, and evoked many m em ories am ongst our Party. M ajor John Lang M C and his 
S igna lle r/W ire less  O pera tor “Arthur", form erly of 128 (H ighland) Fd Regt RA, both in “C " coach 
vividly recalled the ir tim e in the C hurch tower. It was in Ste. HO N O R IN E that S g t Len Faiers, Int. Sgt 
of our “D" C oy found a copy of the G erm an O rde r o f Battle of th is Sector, w h ich  was immediately 
passed back to our Inte lligence at Div HQ. H e later received a congratu lationary signal from Lt Col 
Andrew  Man, our C O  then. W e  also reco llected the com m otion created by 2 Tanks from  the Polish 
Arm d Bde w h ich  trundled up to the outer V illage wall near the orchard to “stand by" until c la ttering 
away am idst m ore noise at “firs t light" the next morning.

B efore leaving NO RM AN DY w e also visited St. SA M S O N  C H U R C H  in O UISTREHAM  w here the 
earlier HD W ind ow  was dedicated on 4 June 1988. This w indow  features the Badges o f the 16 
Regim ents and C o rps  w h ich  form ed the ‘second ’ D ivision.

1 7.00 hrs. Return to BAYEUX Hotels fo r last overn ight stay there.

Day 7. Tuesday 12 June

a.m. A fte r breakfast luggage into coaches. M orn ing free in BAYEUX. V isited new Museum  housing 
Bayeux Tapestry, and also v is ited Cathedra l.

1400  hrs. Departed fo r AM ER IC AN SECTO R. V is ited O M A H A  BEAC H, VIERVILLE, CARENTAN, URAH 
BEACH, and Ste. MERE EGLISE. An in teresting top ic  at Ste. MERE EGLISE, perpetuated in 
realistic p lastic show ing the outline e ffigy o f an A m erican Paratrooper John Steele caught by his 
r igg ing on the C h urch  Spire. He was shot in one foot, but fe igned death. Later brought dow n still 
surviving. Som e years later he re-visited the scene, and happened to m eet the Germ an 
Com m andant o f that Se cto r w ho recalled the incident, and was also re-visiting the area on the same 
day. Both said to  have shaken hands.

V is ited AM ER IC AN CEMETERY in CH ER BO U R G . 9 38 4  graves from  194 4  Assau lt Landings. 
Further tab le t show ing names of 150 0  w ith no graves as bodies taken back to USA in so called 
“co ffin  sh ips ” fo r later burial there accord ing to  next o f kin w ishes. B efore leaving the Area most 
in teresting to ee the rem ains existing out to  sea of the fam ous MULBERRY HARBOUR.

2 1 0 0  hrs. Embarked C H ER BO U R G  fo r overn ight ferry return to PO RTSM O U TH. D inner and B reakfast on 
board.

Day 8 . W ednesday 13  June

0 6 3 0  hrs. A rrived PO R TSM O U TH  w ith  the three coaches used throughout. Many old friendsh ips  had b! 
renewed, and new ones made. A ltogether a great and lasting experience.
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M ost of the H ote ls used were fam ily ow ned and well run, and w e lcom ed us m ost warm ly M r Roqan 
the P rincipa l o f RO G A N ’S BATTLEFIELD TO UR S o f NUNEATO N travelled w ith  the Party, and w ith 
his Couriers, one to each coach w ere  m ost helpful. The C ourie rs  soon fell in w ith  us and asked for 
personal anecdotes during  the daily coach journeys, and som e H D stories w ill undoubtedly be 
woven into the fab ric  o f the ir fu ture  com m entaries!
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(1) My personal thanks to Capt. “H arry” Abbott, an old 1941 onw ards 1 /7  friend and his w ife  June, of 
EALING  fo r lodg ing me p rio r to leaving, and then return ing to, LO ND O N .

(2) Thanks also to  Stanley Lew is HQ  Coy 1 /7  Mx fo r jo in ing  up w ith me at St. VALERY, and a lso for 
provid ing  the very detailed in form ation from  the RANVILLE Cem etery and W ind ow  photos.

(3) My thanks too to M ajor Peter W atson M C  of 1 B W  for the s igh t o f his notes to supp lem ent my own, 
particu larly fo r the 194 0  events.

(4) My thanks to  Sg t John HO RN of “D" Coy, back home now in EDINBURG H fo r verifying our Bn 
movem ents re Ste. HO NORINE.

(5) My thanks also to G eoffrey DURAND and G eorge BAKER of 128 (H ighland) Fd Rgt RA fo r maps 
and com m ents during coach trips.

(6 ) O ne last word  to capture the sp irit engendered between 51 (H) D ivision and 1 /7  Mx w h ich  remains 
so strongly to th is day. A retired now, latter day BLAC K W A TC H  W .O., related to me how one n ight 
he had led a patrol out but got o ff course in the dark on the way back so decided to lie low  in a wood 
until just before “firs t ligh t” , when he ordered the patrol to grope the ir way back fo llow ing  him in the

•  d irection  o f the FDL’s. Suddenly round the hazy outline o f a bush he was confronted by a sharp eyed 
M achine G un Section C om m ander on “S tandto" who challenged him w ith “W o t d ’yer th ink you're 
do ing dow n there m ate?" “Never” , said the W .O., “was I so pleased to see the M IDDLESEX again 
than I was then".

CROM ER, 7 Sep. 1990. Alan Carter

MIDDLESEX REGIMENT SGTS AND O. RANKS AT REST IN RANVILLE

1 Biddell H CpI 5958781 1/7 Mx 12.6.44
2 Brow n A Pte 143 6 1 5 1 3 1/7 Mx 12.6.44
3 Eyles F J Pte 6200921 2 nd Mx 7.6 44
4 From ont E Pte 621 3 3 8 5 1/7 Mx 19.7.44
5 Seym our-Harm er F Pte 6 2 1 1 4 7 6 1 st Mx 21.8.44
6 Harper R Pte 6 4 6 9 6 0 6 Mx Reg & No 6  Comm. 7.6.44
7 Harris J H Sgt 620 4 8 2 3 1/7 Mx 26.6.44
8 Hine R Pte 620 3 0 6 5 1/7 Mx 13.6.44
9 Hughes R Pte 143 6 2 8 9 2 1/7 Mx 13.6.44

10 Jeffery T Pte 621 1 3 0 5 2 nd Mx 6.6.44
11 Luxton H W Sgt 6 2 0 8 1 5 9 1/7 Mx 18.6.44
12 Lyas R Sgt 6212181 1/7 Mx 12.6.44
13 Meakin N Pte 620 9 3 5 7 1/7 Mx 28.7.44
14 Nelson C Pte 6 8 5 1 4 8 9 2 nd Mx 6.6.44
15 Norris T Pte 141 6 7 7 8 7 2nd PLKR 3.8.44
16 Parry D C Pte 143 3 7 5 6 7 2 nd Mx 19.7.44
17 Philb in M Pte 3 1 9 1 7 0 0 1/7 Mx 18.7.44
A Poole E J Sgt 621 2217 1 st PLKR 16.7.44
w Ranee S M Pte 620 2 8 6 4 1/7 Mx 12.7.44
20 Taylor W  A Pte 3 6 6 2 7 9 8 1/7 Mx 15.6.44
21 Thom pson H F S gt 620 1 2 1 5 2 nd Mx 19.7.44
22 Tom linson H Pte 4 1 3 2 8 8 6 1/7 Mx 12.6.44
23 W h ittle C Pte 143 3 7 4 3 5 Mx Regt & No 3 Comm 14.6.44
24 Yardley A W Pte 130 8 9 0 0 6 1/7 Mx 3.7.44



REGIMENTAL GOO DS

fMll0WinA r? 9 ',T,e ?‘ al 9oods are m a ilab le  fo r purchase. These can be obtained by w riting  to the 
S E S S ? '  H |0 r u E F W a dron ' M BE ’ Lyna° re  Bungalow, Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent C T4 6EE.

M ?dd^esex^eg^nenta l A ssociatton !0 Pr'Ce' CheqU88 ° r P° S*al ° rderS Sh° U'd be m ade pa* able to ,he 

B lazer Badges £  7 .0 0  each

Ice Buckets, m iniature s ide  drum w ith
regim ental em blazon £ 1 6.00 each

Ties Regtl O ld  Pattern, Maroon
and O ld  G o ld  £  3 .5 0  each

Ties New Pattern Terylene £  3 .5 0  each

Ties O ffice rs ' C lub  S ilk  £  6 .0 0  each ^

W all P laques -  M iddlesex Regim ent £ 1 3 .5 0  each

History -  D iehards in Korea £  5 .5 0  each

C hris tm as Cards, plain, ‘S teady the
Drum s and F ifes ’ £  .20 each

M iddlesex C ap Badge (not orig inals) £  3.00 each

Tum blers W hisky, engraved w ith
M iddlesex Regim ental Badge £  6.50 each

Prin ts -- Steady the Drum s and Fifes 
Large
Small ^  y  5 0  each

n t,  *Theae c.®n ,be Purchased from  the Q ueen 's Regiment, H owe Barracks, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1JU. 
C heques shou ld be made payable to The Q ueen 's Regiment).

7.00 each 
3.50 each




