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Forecast of Events 2010

7th Bn M idd lesex O ffice r ’s C lub D inner

G arden o f R em em brance  W estm ins te r A bbey 
S e rv ice  com m e n ce s  10.50hrs

Mx C e rem o n y  o f R em em brance  M idd lesex G uildha ll 
N ow  S up rem e  C ourt o f Justice  
10 .30hrs  S erv ice  10 .50hrs

10th N ovem ber 

11th N ovem ber

13th N ovem ber

14th N o vem ber 

14th N o vem ber

7th  M ay

7th  M ay 

13 th /17 th  M ay

R em em brance  S unday

7th Bn Mx R em em brance Service A ssem ble  10.00hrs 
At Parish Church St M ary & St G eorge H ornsey

Forecast of Events 2011

A ssoc ia tion  A lbuhe ra  S e rv ice  o f R em em brance  
R eg im en ta l C hape l S t P a u l’s C a thedra l London 
S eated  10 .50hrs  S erv ice  11.00hrs

A sso c ia tio n  A G M  and A nnua l R eunion 
U nion Jack  C lub  S ande ll S tree t London

V is it to  A lb u h e ra  fo r 200 th  A nn ive rsa ry  o f the Battle

14th Ju ly O ffic e r ’s C lub  Luncheon , U n ion Jack C lub

From Colonel M J Ball Regimental Secretary 

ALBUHERA 2011 
THE 200th ANNIVERSARY 

General

1. In A ugus t 2008  I w ro te  to  eve ryone  w ith  a w a rn ing  o rde r g iv ing  an 
ou tline  o f even ts  p lanned fo r A lbuhe ra  200 and ask ing  you  to  in fo rm  
m e if you  w ished  to a ttend  the  A lbuhe ra  200 ce leb ra tions . M y le tte r 
a lso  a ske d  you  to  s e le c t a ho te l o f y o u r ch o ic e  in B ad a jo z . 
A  conso lida ted  lis t o f those  w ho  exp ressed  an in te res t in a ttend ing  is 
he ld by RHQ . I app rec ia te  th a t th is  m ay change  in the  fu tu re  but is 
cu rren t a t to d a y ’s date.

2. I recen tly  ca rried  ou t a con firm a tion  recce  w ith  M a jo r Tony M artin  and 
am  now  in a pos ition  to g ive  you m ore de ta iled  in fo rm a tion  a bou t the 
trip  to  A lbuhe ra . T h is  is good new s, how eve r the  bad is th a t I m ust now  
ask fo r a subs tan tia l de p os it m ore  o f w h ich  later.

The Programme

3. T h is  has changed  from  the  p rov is iona l one ou tlined  prev iously , but on ly  
s ligh tly. T he  d a tes  rem ain  the  sam e.

F riday 13th M ay F ly from  H ea th row  to  L isbon.
T rave l by luxu ry  coach  to ho te ls  in B ada joz 
D inner in ho te ls

S a tu rda y  14th M ay W e w ill d iv ide  into tw o  g roups

G roup  1 For those  tha t can  m anage  a reasonab ly  
s teep  w a lk  o ve r cobb le s to n e s  and  w ou ld  like 
to  a ttend  th is  event.

11 .OOhrs

17.00 hrs approx

D epart ho te ls  fo r ce re m o n y  at E lvas 
C e rem o n ie s  a t the  Eng lish  C em ete ry  fo llow ed  
by lunch 
R eturn  to hotels.



Group 2 M ore su ited  fo r th o se  w ho  w ou ld  find  steps 
and c lim b ing  s teep  cobb les toned  roads a 
cha llenge .

10 .30hrs

16.00 a pp rox  
E ven ing

D epart fo r M erida . T h is  is an anc ien t tow n 
w ith  subs tan tia l R om an ruins. You w ou ld  spend 
the  day there .
O w n lunch
D epart and return  to  hotels.
O w n en te rta inm en t.

S u n d a y  15th M ay (S t E s ide ra  A  local pub lic  bank ho liday) 

D iv ide  in to  tw o  g roups  

G roup  1

G roup  2

G roup  1 

G roup  2

E ven ing  19 .30H rs 

M on d a y  16th M ay

AM  C onduc t the  ba ttle fie ld  tou r o f A lbuhera  
Lunch o rgan ised

A M  V is it local B odega(w ine ) gu ided  to u r and chance 
to  pu rchase  spec ia l w ine /ba ttle fie ld  tou r of B ada joz  
s iege
Lunch  o rgan ised

PM  C onduc t B odega  tou r/B ada joz  ba ttle fie ld  tour.

PM  C onduct A lbuhe ra  ba ttle fie ld  tour.

T h is  w ill be a spec ia l d inne r at one  o f th e  hotels. 
G uests  w ill be inv ited , even ing  w ill inc lude  speeches  
and se tting  the  scene  fo r the  m ain  day.

A lb u h e ra  D ay a ttend  all the  ce le b ra tio n s  in the  tow n 
inc ludes ce re m o n y  at the  reg im en ta l m em oria l and 
a ttend  lunch hosted  by M ayor.

T h is  is like ly  to  be a ve ry  long day. W e m ay o rgan ise  
coa ch es  to  re tu rn  to  the  ho te ls  at va rious  stages.

E ven ing Free.

T u e sd a y  17th M ay T rave l back to  L isbon.

T here  m ay be tim e  fo r a sho rt cu ltu ra l v is it e ithe r to  S in tra  or 
L isbon itse lf. T h is  w ill depend  on the  fligh t tim e  to  London.

F lights

4. T hese  w ill be pre booked from  H ea th row  to  L isbon. T he  flig h t 
sch e d u les  fo r M ay 2011 are  not on the  w eb s ite  at the  m om ent, 
how eve r ou r a gen t is check ing  on fligh t costs  at g roup  ra tes . T he  best 
es tim a te  th a t w e  have  at the  m om ent is th a t the  co s t of a return  flig h t 
w ill be a round  £200. per person.

5. As ye t w e do not have  any firm  tim in gs  but like ly  tim in gs  w ou ld  be 
d e p a rt Term inal 3 H ea th row  11.15hrs and re tu rn  to  H ea th row  at 
a p p ro x im a te ly l 8 .00hrs.

6. F ligh ts  w ill be booked  by us th rough  o u r trave l agent. W e w ill 
en d ea vo u r to  nego tia te  the  best p rice  tak ing  in to acco u n t re liab ility  and 
com fort.

Coaches

7. As a lready  m en tioned  above, g roups  w ill trave l in a ir cond itioned  luxury  
coaches. Each coach w ill have  a gu ide  and a co -o rd ina to r. W e w ill 
a tte m p t to  keep  reg im en ta l g roups  to g e th e r but m uch w ill depend  on 
the  fina l b reakdow n  of num bers  a ttend ing .

Entertainm ent

8. It is d ifficu lt a t th is  s tage  to  go firm . H ow eve r e ven ts  w ill inc lude:

(a) C e rem on ies  at E lvas B ritish  C em ete ry  (P o rtuga l) and A lbuhera . 
T h is  w ill invo lve  the  S pan ish  and P o rtuguese  A rm y and va riou s  re 
en a c tm e n t soc ie ties . O u r ow n C orps  of D rum s p lus  regu la r so ld ie rs . 
V e te rans and  rep re se n ta tive s  of p rede ce sso r reg im en ts .

(b) V IP s m igh t inc lude  T he  D uke o f W e lling ton  o r Lady Jane  W e lle s le y  
and Lord P a trick  B eresford . T he  D uke o f B raganza , A m b a ssa do rs  and 
D e fence  A ttaches.

(c) W e p lan to hold a la rge  d in n e r to  w h ich  g u es ts  w ill be inv ited  on the 
eve of A lbuhe ra  Day.



(d)Tours m igh t inc lude  o th e r ba ttle fie lds , w ine  ce lla rs  (Bodegas), local 
ru ins  and anc ie n t tow ns.

9 You can  ge t m ore  in fo rm a tion  on the  E lvas B ritish  C em ete ry  on the 
w eb s ite  a t b ritish -ce m e te ry -e lva s .o rg  and in fo rm a tion  on M erida by 
G oog ling  M erida  S pa in  and look ing  a t the W ik iped ia  site.

Passport

10. E ve ryone  m ust be in possess ion  of a cu rren t B ritish passport.

Medical Insurance

11. T h is  w ill be co m p u lso ry  and once  com m itted  to  the tou r everyone w ill 
be  asked  to  p roduce  a cop y  o f th e ir in su rance  ce rtifica te  and send it to 
R H Q  by 10th M ay 2011. S im ila rly  eve ryone  m ust be in possess ion  of 
a E u ropean  H ea lth  Insu rance  C ard (EH IC ). It is reg re tted  tha t w e are 
unab le  to  take  anyone  w ith o u t p roo f o f m ed ica l insu rance  and 
p osse ss io n  o f an EHIC .

Fitness

12. M ost o f th e  s ite s  th a t w e  w ill v is it w ill requ ire  a fa ir am oun t o f w a lk ing . 
T he se  inc lude  som e  inc lines, h ills  and occas iona lly  som e w a lk ing  
d is ta n ce  from  the  bus to  the  site . For exam p le , the  w a lk  from  coach to 
the  r idge  o f A lb u h e ra , w he re  w e s tudy  the battle  is a good 30 m inute  
w a lk  fo r a re a so n a b ly  ab le  person  and the  route  takes in a fa irly  s teep  
inc line  to  th e  ridge. You shou ld  a lso  rem em ber tha t the  ave rage  M ay 
te m p e ra tu re  o f w h e re  w e are  in S pa in  is 30*C .

13. I w ou ld  ve ry  s tron g ly  e n courage  you to  co ns ide r the  phys ica l and 
c lim a tic  s ide  o f th e  p rog ram m e be fore  m ak ing  a com m itm e n t to  a ttend  
the  ce leb ra tions . W he re  poss ib le  w e  w ill try  and p rov ide  a lte rna tive  
fa c ilitie s  (e.g. s it a t a ca fe ) to  the  m ore  a rduous  even ts.

Hotels

14. S ince  m y firs t recce  to  S pa in  and the  issue  o f R efe rence  A, the re  has 
been an inc rease  in the  Iberian cost o f liv ing, a h ike in IVA (VAT) and a 
flu c tu a tin g  e u ro /pound  exch a ng e  rate. A ll o f w h ich  has had an im pact 
on o u r p ric ing  o f the  trip  and p a rticu la rly  the  hotels.

15. A  rev ised  costing  fo r the  ho te ls  w e sha ll use  is show n at A nnex  A. The 
key fa c t to  rem em ber is tha t in S pa in  you  h ire  the  room . It m atte rs  not 
if you then  fill it as a s ing le  o r doub le  occupancy.

P lease  note th a t the  cost o f b reak fas t is not inc luded  in th e  cost o f the  
room  fo r the  Rio, A C  and L isbon H ote ls. B reak fas t is inc luded  in the 
p rice  o f the  room  fo r the  G ran  Hotel.

Notice of A ttendance and Cost

16. H av ing  g iven  you as m uch in fo rm a tion  as I can  it is now  tim e  to  tu rn  to  
the  u np leasan t m a tte r o f m oney. W e have  a ttem p ted  to  keep  p rices 
dow n  as m uch as possib le , how eve r It has been d ifficu lt in th is  
chang ing  w orld  of ris ing fligh t costs  and a subs tan tia l in c rease  in the 
co s t o f liv ing  and VAT in S pain  and P ortuga l.

17. To a ss is t you  in you r financ ia l p lann ing  I have  a ttem pted  to  g ive  you a 
b reakdow n o f the  costs  o f the  w ho le  trip . T h is  is show n a t A nnex B. I 
have  a ttem p ted  to inc lude  e ve ry  item  th a t you  w ill have  to  cover, such 
as lunches and even ing  m ea ls  p lus m isce lla n eo u s  costs  such  as 
co ffee  and beer. H ow eve r you w ill a p p rec ia te  th a t th is  is inev itab ly  ve ry  
m uch an app rox im a tion .

18. In o rde r to  benefit from  the  best d ea ls  w e need to s ta rt firm ing  up on 
fligh t book ings  and coa ch es  and the re fo re  one o f the  m ain pu rposes  of 
m y le tte r is to  ask fo r a de p os it o f £230 .00  per head. I rea lise  tha t th is  
is a  subs tan tia l am o u n t o f m oney, h o w eve r the  de p os it co ve rs  the  
p ro jec ted  co s t o f the  a irfa re  and the  coach  and as I have  exp la ined  
above  w e need to  book ea rly  to  ge t the  best dea ls  - C a tch  22!

19. I shou ld  a lso  po in t ou t th a t th is  de p os it w ill be n o n -re fundab le  un less 
w e  can se ll you r ticke t on to  som e o n e  w ho  w ish e s  to  jo in  th e  trip  at a 
la te r date. You shou ld  th e re fo re  m ake a rra n g e m e n ts  to  have  th is  
am o u n t cove red  th rough  insu rance , shou ld  you  un fo rtu n a te ly  be 
unab le  to  com p le te  the trip.

20. Your ch e q ue  shou ld  be m ade o u t to  the  'P W R R  G enera l F un d 1 and I 
w ou ld  ask you to send it to  M a jo r Tony M artin  at R H Q  by  no la te r than  
1st O c to b er 2010. I w ou ld  be m ost g ra te fu l if you  w ou ld  a lso  com p le te  
the  enc losed  de p os it paym en t s lip  and re tu rn  it to g e th e r w ith  you r 
ch e q ue  to  RH Q . W e w ill ca ll fo r the  fina l se ttle m e n t in F eb rua ry  2011.



21. S hou ld  you  have  any que ries  p lease  do not hesita te  to  get in touch w ith 
Tony M artin  o r m e on 01227818050.

Y ours s ince re ly  
M ike  Ball

Hotels Annex A

Serial Name 
of hotel

Rating Room
Cost

B/F Dinner Description

1 Gran Hotel xxxxx 110.00 EU incl extra An expensive 
1 st class hotel 
20 rooms have 
been reserved 
ideal for VIPs 
or those who 
can afford it

2 Hotel Rio xxxx 64-80 EU extra extra this is a good 
smart
comfortable 
hotel 50 rooms 
have been 
reserved

3 Hotel AC xxxx 70-72 EU extra extra A good smart 
comfortable 
hotel 50 
rooms booked

4 Hotel Lisboa xxx 53-60 EU extra extra this is cheap
& cheerful, 
clean & 
welcoming

P rices quo ted  -  co s t pe r room  w h e th e r doub le  o r s ing le  occu p an cy  quoted  
In E uros (EU). It is ca lcu la ted  th a t by 2011 all p rices w ou ld  have  gone  up by 
ap p ro x  5 .00

Annex B

BREAKDOWN OF COSTS PER PERSON FOR ALBUHERA 200 
All amounts are in British pounds

ITEM  A M O U N T

A irfa re  200 .00
C oach 50 .00
Hote l < ( 1) 280 .00
R eg im en ta l D inner (15 M ay) 30 .00
A lbuhe ra  D ay Lunch (Inv ita tion  by M ayor) 20 .00
E lvas Lunch  20 .00
Lunch on 15 M ay 10.00
O the r M ea ls  ( inc ludes  d in n e r on the  1st even ing , 50 .00
lunch at M erida  and D inner last n ight) (2)
M isce llaneous  (coffee, beer etc) (3) 30 .00
Total 690 .00

N otes:

(1) T h is  am oun t is based on £70 pe r n igh t and Inc ludes b reakfas t. T h is  is 
fo r a s ing le  occupancy. If you  are  a coup le  the re  is no add itiona l charge  
fo r the  room , but you w ou ld  have to  fa c to r in an add itiona l am o u n t fo r 
b reakfast, usua lly  a round  £8. For those  s tay ing  at the  G ran  Hote l the  
am o u n t is £90  w h ich  inc ludes b reakfast.

(2) T h is  figu re  is d ifficu lt to  a ssess  as you  w ill be the  one  w ho  dec id e s  on 
w h a t you  w a n t to  spend. I have  inc luded  the  item  (at £50 , based on £20 
fo r an even ing  m eal and £10  fo r lunch) in o rde r to  show  you the 
add itiona l costs  th a t you  w ill have to  inc lude  in yo u r budge ting .

(3) A s above.



Battle of Albuhera 
200th Anniversary Deposit Payment

F ro m .................................................. Inc lude  rank and d e co ra tion  if app licab le

P o s tco d e .........................................E m a il.......................................................................

Tel N o ......................................................  M ob N o ..................................................

P redecesso r R eg im en t (if a p p lic a b le ) ..................................................................

(1) I a ttach  m y cheque  payab le  to  P W R R  G enera l Fund
£ ...................... th is  be ing m y de p os it to  cove r m y rese rva tion  on the
tour.

T h is  co ve rs  m yse lf and m y w ife /p a rtn e r/fr ie n d  (if app licab le )

C hris tian  N a m e .................................... S u rn a m e ...............................................

O R  You can  pay by in te rne t bank ing  to  

Bank Details

B ank : H o lts  F arnborough  A ccoun t: P W R R  G enera l Fund
A /c  No : 10486807  S ort C ode: 16 19 26

If paying  by B ank T rans fe r p lease  q uo te  the  fo llo w in g  as a re fe rence

Your su rnam e  and in itia ls  
A lb u h e ra  T rip

(2) I unders tand  th a t a fu rth e r and fina l paym e n t w ill be requ ired  in 
F eb rua ry  2011

S ig n e d ......................................................................  D a te ........................................

Please send to:
M ajor A  J Martin, RHQ PW RR, Howe Barracks, C anterbury Kent CT1 1JY



THE PRINCESS OF WALES’S ROYAL REGIMENT

A fte r yea rs  o f co n tinuous  ope ra tions  the  R eg im en t is fo rtuna te  enough  to 
have spen t the  last fe w  m on ths in the ir hom e bases (excep t a fe w  m inor 
in d iv id u a l re in fo rc e m e n ts  and a  g ro u p  from  1 P W R R  d e p lo y e d  to 
A fg h a n is ta n ). E ve ryone  has been o ccu p ie d  w ith  T ra in ing , C ou rse s , 
A dven tu re  T ra in ing  and a ttem p ting  to bene fit from  less co m m itm e n ts  and a 
s low e r pace  o f life.

1st Battalion A rm oured  W arrio r B a tta lion  based in P aderbo rn  G erm any. 
T he  focus o f the  1st Bn o ve r the  last s ix m on ths has been reten tion  th rough  
cha llenge  in o rde r to  e nsu re  th a t w e  rem ain  at fu ll m ann ing  th rough  a 
num ber o f d ive rse  and exc iting  activ ities . T he  m ost d ra m a tic  o f these  w as 
an e x tre m e ly  sho rt no tice  d e p lo ym e n t to  A fghan is tan  of a 15 m en team  
inc lud ing  th e  C om m and ing  O fficer, O pe ra tions  O ffice r and R eg im enta l 
S e rgean t M ajor. T he  g roup  dep lo yed  w ith  less than  3 w eeks  no tice  to 
su p p o rt the O P H errick  11/12 in p lace  p rov id ing  v ita l thea tre  tra in ing .

B ack in G e rm any the  pace  o f tra in ing  has been re len tless . A ll so ld ie rs  have 
co nduc ted  e x tens ive  live fir ing  packages, s ta rting  w ith  ligh t ro le a ttacks  and 
p rog ress ing  to  in teg ra tion  w ith  the  W arrio r A F V s fir ing  30m m  canons  and 
co -ax ia l m ach ine  guns.

2nd Battalion A L igh t R o le  In fan try  B a tta lion  B ased in C yprus  M ov ing  to 
W oo lw ich  London in A u g u s t 2010. L ife  In C yprus  co n tin ue s  a pace ! T he  
U n it m ove  to  W oo lw ich  is ge tting  c lose r and c lo se r and the  focus  o f the 
B a tta lion  is s te a d ily  sh ifting  tow a rd s  th e  m ove itse lf and the  drill requ ired  to 
undertake  P ub lic  D uties. A  recen t C o m m a n d e r’s R ecce to  S econd  F us ilie rs  
in H ouns low  enab led  the  B atta lion  to fu lly  unders tand  the  com p le x itie s  of 
guard  m oun t at all the  loca tions in London th a t the  B atta lion  w ill g e t to  know  
w e ll a fte r the  sum m er.

Drill w ill becom e  a regu la r o ccu rrence  fo r a ll ranks from  P riva te  S o ld ie r to  
the  C om m a n d in g  O ffice r h im self. T he  A ll A rm s Drill Ins truc to rs  co u rse  in 
C a tte rick  is a bou t to  be sw am ped  by S en io r N C O s from  the  B atta lion . A part 
from  drill th e  B a tta lion  rem a ins  respons ib le  fo r the  ongo ing  C yp rus  
O pe ra tio n s  w h ich  inc ludes  the  gua rd ing  o f T roodos  C am p, the  h ighes t po in t 
on the  is land. In add ition  to  th is  the re  is a  re q u ire m e n t to  p rov ide  m anpow er 
as a P ub lic  O rde r rese rve  to  a ss is t the  S B A  P olice  shou ld  the  need arise.



3rd Batta lion An In fan try  Territo ria l B a tta lion . T he  ba ttle fie lds  of F rance and 
F lande rs  hold m any  g raves  o f ou r fo rb e a r reg im en ts , and w ere  the  s ites  of 
m uch  b rave ry  and d ram a. To he lp  the  young  so ld ie rs  ge t a g rasp  of the  
g re a t trad itio n s  o f th e  P W R R . A & D C oys undertook  a ba ttle fie ld  tou r to  the 
tow n  o f Ypres (Leper) a re a  o f B e lg ium  in M arch inc lud ing  tak ing  part in the  
so lem n  ce re m o n y  a t the  M enin  G ate. S upported  by Dr M ath ias S trohn from  
R M A S  and Ian C ha tfie ld  from  T he  Q ueens R oyal S u rre y ’s M useum , it w as 
a g rea t succe ss  and a good  dose  o f m ora le . T h is  hopefu lly  w ill becom e an 
annua l even t.

Albuhera Day 16th May 2010 Celebrated 15th May 2010

T he  A nnua l S e rv ice  o f R em em brance  held in the R eg im enta l C hape l St. 
P a u l’s C a thedra l.

M em b e rs  and fr ien d s  w h o  a ttended  th is  y e a r ’s se rv ice  w ere  g ree ted  by the 
B and o f P rincess  o f W a le s ’s R oya l R eg im en t p lay ing  m usic ou ts ide  the 
no rth  doo r o f the  ca th ed ra l w h ich  is loca ted  in S t P a u l’s C hurchyard  and th is  
ye a r to  a lle v ia te  th e  c rush  a t the  m ain  door a ttendees  en te red  v ia  th is  door. 
T he  co n g re g a tio n  co n tin ue s  to  g row  each  year.

T he  se rv ice  co m m e n ce d  w ith  the  band p lay ing  the  R eg im en ta l S low  M arch 
'T h e  C a le d o n ia n ” w h ich  ind ica ted  the  en trance  o f the  C ho ir and M in is ters, 
th e  ch o ir sang  the  ind ro it “T he y  sha ll g row  not o ld ” by Lau rence  B inyon w ith 
m us ic  by D oug las  G uest. T he  b idd ing  w as g iven  by the  R ight R everend  
G rae m e  K now les, D ean o f the  C a thedra l, and p rayers  du ring  the  se rv ice  
w e re  led by the  R everend  P rebenda ry  P a trick  Tuft MA, the lesson Joshua  
1 ve rse s  1-9 w as read  by C o lone l M J Ball R eg im en ta l S ecre ta ry  PW R R  
and  th e  second  read ing  2 C o rin th ians  6 ve rses 3 -10  by C o lone l R M Cain 
O B E  D L P res iden t o f the  M idd lesex  R eg im enta l A ssoc ia tion . D uring the 
se rv ice  an e xce lle n t add re ss  w as  g iven  by the Dean o f the  C athedra l. The  
h ym n s  chosen  fo r  the  se rv ice  are  a lw ays w e ll know n and popu la r w h ich  
m eans  th a t e ve ryo n e  g ives vo ice  and increases the  vo lum e  o f pra ise , 
a lw a ys  ab ly  ass is te d  by the  choir. The  se rv ice  c losed  w ith  the R eg im en ta l 
Q u ick  M arch  “S ir M an ly  P ow er P a d d y ’s R esource".

The  ch o ir w as d irec ted  by T  W akere ll and the  o rgan w a s  p layed  by 
T  Harper.

M us ic  be fo re  and a fte r the  se rv ice  w as p layed  by the  Band o f the  P W R R  
W Q1 B a n d m as te r I. H ard ing .

W e a re  g ra te fu l to  them  fo r the ir a ttendance  w h ich  enhan ce s  the occas ion  
and does so m uch to  e n gende r the  R e g im en t’s P ride w h ich  is a lw ays 
obv ious  on th is  spec ia l day.

A fte r the  se rv ice  m em bers  m ade th e ir w a y  by bus or tax i to  T he  U nion Jack 
C lub  to  e n joy  som e re freshm en t and m eet o ld  fr ien d s  be fo re  the  A nnua l 
G enera l M eeting  w h ich  w as held p rio r to  the  A nnua l R eun ion  and Luncheon

Minutes o f the Annual General Meeting o f the 
Middlesex Regimental A ssocia tion held on the 15th May 2010 

at the Union Jack Club Sandell Street London SE1

Present: C o lone l R C ain , P res iden t, M ajor D Bradley, Secre tary, M ajor W  
G C rum ley, M a jo r D H arw ood, M ajor R E B M orris , M a jo r R G C  T horn ton , 
R F A b raham s, I A ld ridge , M A ustin , J Baker, R B artle tt, G Barton, 
R B ockhart, A  B roadben t, A  B row n, K H B row n, A  B urfo rd , H C oulter, B Cox, 
C C raw ford , Lt C o lone l M F D eakin , P D ive, P F Dyer, D Falke, M ajor B 
F inch, M a jo r T  F innisy, R F rancis , J W  H aw kins, C H igg ins, S H ilton, 
J H o lm es, P H um phrey, E Hunt, M H utch ins, J Innes, A  Jenn ings, 
H Johansen , D Lester, E M cEvoy, M M ulvaney, P M ulvaney, F Ph illips, 
G Potts, T  Price, J Raby, A  R icha rdson , A  Rudge, A  S eym our, C S m ith , 
M S m ith , P J S tew art, B Tate, T  Taylor, L T rav is , M Turton , M J W ard, 
K W illiam s, J Yates, G Young. 3 s igna tu res  w e re  illeg ib le .

T he  A G M  w as cha ired  by C o lone l R ex C a in  in the absence  o f M a jo r C hris  
L aw rence  w h o  w a s  ind isposed  once  aga in  w ith  a h ip  prob lem .

Welcome
C o lone l R C a in  w e lcom ed  m em bers  to  the  m eeting.

A pologies
T he  fo llo w in g  sen t apo lo g ies  fo r th e ir  absence  M a jo r C Law rence , C ap ta in  
K B ea le  and M r P Long.

Benevolence Major D Bradley BEM Secretary repo rted  as fo llow s

THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT BENEVOLENCE REVIEW DURING THE 
PERIOD 01 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER 2009



D uring  th e  pe riod  a to ta l o f 30  cases w e re  investiga ted  and 26 ind iv idua l 
g ran ts -in  -a id  w e re  approved . In the  m a jo rity  o f cases the g ran ts  w ere  fo r 
ho useho ld  expenses , d e b ts  and ren t a rrears. T he  A ssoc ia tion  he lped 
p ro v id e  5 fu rth e r E lec tr ica lly  P ow ered  Veh ic les (EPV 's) 2 O rthopaed ic  
cha irs /b e d s , con trib u te d  to  6 D isab led  H om e A dap ta tions  and 1 R esp ite  
Holiday.

W e a d m in is te re d  1 A B F  A nnu ity  and the  A B F  generous ly  con tribu ted  £65 
pe r m onth  pe r case . D uring  th is  pe riod  w e have  renew ed or a rranged  fo r 1 
N urs ing  H om e Fee of £1 ,300  A B F  and £300  A ssoc ia tion  g ran ts per case, 
pe r year, to  be pa id  fo r ou r o ld  so ld ie rs  o r the ir w idow s to be looked after.

T he  C h a rity  paid ou t £7 ,040  as ind iv idua l - g ran ts- a id and the  A B F  provided  
a fu rth e r £500  in G enera l G ran ts. O f the  4 cases not rece iv ing  a grant, local 
C o u n c ils /C h a ritie s  o r o th e r R eg im en ta l A ssoc ia tions  ass is ted  1 a fte r we 
had co n tac ted  them . 2 cases w ere  not rece iv ing  such  a llow ances  as 
A tte n d a nce , M obility , P ens ions C red it o r Rent Rebate. The  A B F  to ta l g ran ts 
in su p p o rt w e re  £2 ,580  (inc. A nnu itie s  and NH Fees)

T he  T ru s te e s  w ou ld  aga in  like to  pay tribu te  to  the A rm y B enevo len t Fund 
w ho  is a lw a ys  he lp fu l w ith  p ro m p t action  and advice . SSAFA, Forces H elp  
S o c ie ty  and T he  R oya l B ritish  Leg ion  inves tiga te  the  m a jo rity  of ou r cases 
and w e  are  p a rticu la rly  g ra te fu l to  the ir casew orke rs  fo r all the ir ass is tance. 
D uring  the  yea r w e  have  a lso  ass is ted  m em bers  w ho  are cared  fo r by The 
Ex S e rv ice s  M enta l W e lfa re  Society, W ar P ens ions Agency, B LE S M A , Not 
F orgo tten  S ocie ty, C o m ba t S tress and the  Ex S erv ices F e llow sh ip  C entres.

A  vo te  o f th a n ks  w a s  reco rded  to  M a jo r J R ogerson  fo r his exce llen t 
a ss is ta n ce  du ring  the  year.

P roposed  by M J W ard S econded  by J Raby

C a rrie d  una n im o u s ly

Finance T he  se c re ta ry  reported  as fo llow s:

D uring  th e  fina n c ia l ye a r 1 Ja n u a ry  to  31 D ecem ber 2009  The M idd lesex 
R e g im en t a cco u n ts /F u nd s  have  rece ived  a to ta l incom e o f £30 ,5 9 7  of 
w h ich  £ 2 5 ,2 7 4  is d iv idend  paym e n ts  from  ou r inves tm en ts  in both Mx1 and 
M x2  accoun ts . O th e r incom e equals:

£ 2 ,450 .00  R eun ion  Incom e (M em bers)
£ 758 .00  D ona tions to  the  N ew sle tte r
£ 1 ,933 .00  S a le  o f Investm en ts
£ 182.00 G enera l D ona tions

O ur exp e nd itu re  fo r the  yea r to ta lled  £ 29 ,921 .00  o f w h ich  £7 ,04 0 .0 0  has 
been spen t on 26 b e nevo len t cases. O u r R eun ion  exp e nd itu re  to ta lled  
£ 9 ,552 .00  the re fo re  the fund  subs id ised  the  R eun ion  by £7 ,10 2 .0 0  o ther 
e xpend itu re  equals

Expenditure

C ost of G enera ting  Funds
Inves tm en t M anagem en t Fees £1 ,991 .00

C ha ritab le  A c tiv ities
M idd lesex  B enevo lence  G ran ts  £7 ,040 .00
G ran ts  - M isce lla n eo u s  2 ,363 .00
R em em brance  E xpend itu re  1 ,472 .00
N ew s le tte r 5 ,259 .00

S uppo rt C osts
P ostage  and O ffice  E xpenses 482 .00
T rave l E xpenses 134.00
Insu rance  119.00

G ove rn a n ce  C osts
A ud it Fees 490 .00
M eeting  E xpenses 1 ,019 .00

Total Expenditure fo r year 2009 £29,921.00

T he re fo re  o u r net incom e o ve r exp e nd itu re  fo r the  financ ia l yea r has been 
£676.00 . W hen  w e  cons id e r o u r ac tiv ities  fo r the  ye a r I su g g es t to  you  tha t 
w e  have  done  ve ry  w e ll in w ha t has been fo r all, a d ifficu lt yea r financia lly .

O ur Inves tm en ts  at the  beg inn ing  o f the  yea r s tood  at £ 5 5 5 ,3 8 3 .0 0  and at 
the  end o f the  ye a r £625,9 0 9 .0 0  an inves tm en t and m arke t inc rease  in 
va lue  o f £37 ,5 2 6 .0 0  com pared  to a loss o f £ 1 0 0 ,7 3 3 .0 0  in the  p rev ious 
year.



T he  o ve ra ll va lu e  of ou r funds  Is £639,053 .00

T he  fund  co n tin ue s  to be healthy. W e can and do still ensu re  all the  ob jects 
o f th e  ch a rity  are  m et and tha t all benevo lence  cases  are covered . It is a lso 
w ise  to rem e m be r th a t ou r inves tm en ts  are  long te rm  and w ill show  grow th  
once  th e  e co n om y s ta rts  im prov ing , and I can assu re  you tha t w e are  w ell 
p laced  to  do  so. T he  fig u re s  from  the  a ttached  schedu le  have been 
co n so lid a te d  in to the  P W R R  B enevo len t Fund and fo rm  part o f the  aud ited  
accounts .

I w ou ld  a lso  like  to  record  a vo te  o f thanks  to  M r J R eyno lds  the  F inance  
O ffice r a t R H Q  fo r his w o rk  w ith  the  accounts.

P roposed  by A  B urfo rd  S econded  T  Taylor

C a rried  u n a n im o u s ly

The secretary then drew the attention of members to  the fo llow ing  
adm in is tra tion  points.

1. A ll B ranch  S ec re ta rie s  are  to  ensu re  tha t the  S ecre ta ry  is in fo rm ed of 
m e m b e r’s ch a n ge  o f add resses , phone num bers  and em ails .

2. A ll m e m b e rs  a re  re q u e s te d , w h e n  v is it in g  R H Q  to  m ake  an 
a p p o in tm e n t th is  w ill e nsu re :-
a) T he  S e c re ta ry  Is ava ila b le  to  see  people.
b) T he  S e cre ta ry  can  a lloca te  tim e  to  see people.

T he  sam e app lies  w hen  v is iting  the  PRI shop.

3. If A sso c ia tio n  s tan da rd s /fla gs  e tc  are  loaned fo r fu n e ra ls  p lease  ensu re  
th e y  are  re tu rned. T he  S ec re ta ry  does not have tim e  to  chase  people.

4. If you a re  a w a re  of any m em ber o f the  A ssoc ia tion  o r fo rm e r m em ber 
o f the  R e g im en t w ho  is in need o f ass is tance  p lease  in form  m e. You 
are  m y eyes and ea rs  o f the  A ssoc ia tion  and a ss is tance  is on ly  a 
te le p h o n e  ca ll away.

Albuhera Service of Remembrance and Reunion 2011

1. T he  da te  fo r the  A G M  and 2011 R eun ion  w ill be the  7th M ay 2011.

T h is  is du e  to  th e  o rg a n is e d  tr ip  to  A lb u h e ra  by R e g im e n ta l 
H eadquarte rs . T he  change  of da te  w ill m ean w e  do not have  a c lash  of 
events.

2. It is in tended  to  m ake th is  a ve ry  spec ia l S erv ice  to  ce leb ra te  the  200 th  
A nn ive rsa ry  of the  B attle  of A lbuhera.

3. The  E xecu tive  C om m ittee  a n tic ipa te  th a t the  G uest p reache r w ill be 
e ithe r T he  B ishop of the  Forces o r T he  C hap la in  G enera l.

4. T he  A ssoc ia tion  hope to p resen t a new  lecte rn  to  the  C a thedra l w h ich  
w ill be ded ica ted  by the  D ean o f St. P a u l’s C athedra l. W e a lso  expect 
having  som e spec ia l guests.

5. T he  reun ion  w ill be held at the  U n ion  Jack  C lub  and w ill be in a s im ila r 
m anne r to  th is  year, but w e  w ill m ake an e ffo rt to  m ake it a little  m ore 
spec ia l.

6. D ue to  the  p opu la rity  o f the  U nion Jack  C lub  and ou r R eun ion , 194 
a ttend ing  today. If you  w ish  to  book a room  at the C lub  p lease  do so 
ea rly  to  avo id  d isappo in tm en t.

Q uestions No ques tion s  had been subm itted  in w riting  to  the  S ecre ta ry
p rio r to  the  m eeting.

Any other business No m atte rs  w e re  ra ised o the r than  a vo te  o f thanks
w as reco rded  to  the  E xecu tive  C o m m itte e  fo r th e ir  e ffo rts  du ring  th e  year.

P roposed  by M H u tch ins  S econded  P F D yer

C arried  u nan im ous ly

T he  M ee ting  c losed  at 13.37 hrs



The Annual Reunion

T he  dec is io n  to  ho ld  the  reun ion  im m ed ia te ly  a fte r the  annua l se rv ice  of 
rem e m bra n ce  co n tin ue s  to have  been a w ise  dec is ion  in th a t the  num bers  
a tte nd in g  the  reun ion  con tinue  to  g ro w  and the  even t is now  approach ing  
th e  po in t w h e re  w e  w ill be res tric ted  in num bers  a ttend ing  by the n um ber of 
sea ts  a va ilab le  fo r lunch.

T h is  ye a r 196 pe rsons  sa t dow n to an exce lle n t lunch of G a lan tine  o f D uck 
and  P is ta c h io  N u ts , R o a s t N o is e tte  o f N ew  S e a so n  L am b  w ith  
M ed ite rranean  V ege tab les  fo llow ed  by P ineapp le  and C oconu t C harlo tte , 
C o ffee  and P etit F ours m uch en joyed  by all p resen t and served  to  the  ve ry  
h igh s ta n da rd  w h ich  th e  U nion Jack C lub  m ain ta in . W ith  no fo rm a l sea ting  
p lan  m em b e rs  are  de ligh ted  tha t they  can be sure  tha t they  w ill be ab le  to 
s it w ith  th e ir  co m rades  w hom  they  p robab ly  on ly  see  on th is  yea rly  
occas ion .

Loya l g re e tin g s  w ere  sen t to  H er M ajesty  the  Q ueen and ou r g ree tin g s  w ere  
rec ip roca ted .

A fte r lunch w a s  co m p le ted  ou r P res iden t C o lone l Rex C ain gave  a short 
speech  a fte r w h ich  m em bers  retired to the  bar to  find  com rades  of

M o n t a g e  o f  t h e  R e g im e n t a l  R e u n io n

yes te rye a r to  “sw ing  the  lam p” and rem em ber e scapades  du ring  m ore 
you th fu l years . U n fo rtuna te ly  all good th ings  m ust com e to an end and 
people  began to d rift aw ay a bou t five  o ’c lock  a fte r an o th e r ve ry  successfu l 
occas ion .

T he  A ssoc ia tion  w ou ld  like to  th a nk  the  fo llow ing  fo r th e ir  a ss is tance  during  
the  A nnua l S e rv ice  and at the  U nion Jack  C lub. PW R R , B C oy (Q ueens 
R e g im en tjT h e  London R eg im en t w ho  k ind ly  supp lied  the  item s of s ilve r 
w h ich  added a fine  touch  to the  ta b le s  and The C ade ts  from  SE d is tric t.

Robert Ryder VC

R obert R yder w a s  aw arded  the  V ic to ria  C ross fo r "m ost co nsp icuous  
b rave ry  and in itia tive " du ring  an a tta ck  by ou r 12th B a tta lion  at T h iepva l 
du ring  the  B attle  o f the  S om m e in 1916.

On the  1st o f Jun e  2010  the  M ayor o f the  London B orough o f H illingdon  
unve iled  a b lue p laque on the w a ll o f a house  in H arefie ld , now  ca lled  "the 
O ld W orkhouse ", w he re  R obert R yder w as  born  in 1895.

W e th e n  m ove d  on to  th e  
ch u rchya rd  o f S t M ary the  V irg in, 
a lso  in H arefie ld , w he re  R yder w as 
bu ried  in 1978. H is g rave  in th is  
p re tty  co u n try  ch u rchya rd  is m arked 
by a s im p le  m ilita ry  s ty le  s tone  w ith  
o u r R eg im en ta l badge, h is nam e, 
an eng raved  V C  and the  w o rds  "A 
D iehard ". T he  V ica r o f S t M ary 's  led 
the  p raye rs  and th e  Leade r o f the 
C ounc il laid a w reath .

C o l.  R e x  C a in  w it h  F r a n k  R y d e r

A m ong  those  inv ited  to  the  e ve n t I 
m et C o u n c illo r R aym ond  G raham  
w h o  spen t his N ationa l S e rv ice  in C 
C o m pa n y  o f the  1st B a tta lion  in 
A u s tr ia . L a te r on , o v e r te a  and 
sandw iches , I w a s  ab le  to  jo in  the 
ta b le  w h e re  R o b e rt's  son F rank 
R yder w a s  s itting  w ith  his w ife , h is



son and h is g rand so n  and I lea rn t tha t F rank had been sen t to  the D uke of 
York 's  S choo l in 1935 and from  the re  had jo ined  o u r 2nd B atta lion  as a Boy 
in 1938. He se rved  w ith  th e  2nd B atta lion  th roughou t the  war, then  in 
P a les tine  and  left the  A rm y in 1949 to jo in  the  S urrey C onstabu la ry . He is, 
o f cou rse , a m em b e r o f the  A ssoc ia tion .

O n the  20 th  June  I had the  honour o f unve iling  a p laque in the  H arefie ld  
R oya l B ritish  Leg ion  C lub  reco rd ing  th a t tw o  ho lders  o f the  V ic to ria  C ross 
a re  bu ried  in th e  chu rch ya rd  there . O ne is ou r R obert R yder and  the  o ther 
is Lt G enera l G era ld  L ittleha les  G oodlake , a C rim ean  W ar ve te ran . A lso  
p re se n t a t th is  e ve n t w a s  the  D eputy M ayor of London, C ounc illo r R ichard 
Barnes.

R M C

Dudley Stagpoole VC DCM

D ud ley  S ta g p o o le  w a s  born , the  
y o u n g e s t o f th re e  b ro th e rs , in 
Ire land  in 1838. A ll th re e  en lis ted  in 
th e  57 th  Foot, D ud ley age six teen , 
as a D rum m er. A fte r se rv ice  in the 
C rim e a  and Ind ia  th e y  w e n t w ith  the 
reg im e n t to  N ew  Z ea la n d  in 1861 to 
take  pa rt in th e  M aori Land W ars 
and  in S e p te m b e r 1863 D ud ley w as 
a w a rd e d  the  D is tin g u ish e d  C onduct 
M ed a l fo r h is  c o n d u c t d u rin g  a 
sk irm ish  w ith  th e  M aoris.

Ten days  la te r on 2nd  O c to b er a 
h undred  m en from  the  57th and a 
h undred  Taranaki V o lun tee rs  w ere  
sen t to  re lieve  the  ga rriso n  o f St 
P a trick 's  R e d o u b t bes ieged  by the 
M aoris . A s  the  co lum n  advanced  
th e y  c a m e  u n d e r f ire  and  tw o  
so ld ie rs  o f th e  57 th  fe ll w ounded .
T h re e  m en vo lu n tee re d  to  b ring  the 
c a s u a lt ie s  to  s a fe ty ; th e y  w e re  
E ns ign  John  D ow n, D ru m m e r D ud ley S tagpoo le  and  V o lun tee r A n ton io  
R ode rigues . T he  rescue  w as ca rried  ou t under heavy c lose  range fire.

Refurbished grave of 

Dudley Stagpote VC DCM
(H e n d o n  &  F in c h le y  Tim es)

For th e ir b rave ry  E nsign D own and D rum m er S tagpoo le  w ere  both aw arded  
the V ic to ria  C ross and V o lun tee r R oderigues the  N ew  Z ea land  C ross.

D ud ley S tagpoo le  w a s  d ischa rged  from  th e  A rm y in 1877 and d ied in the 
W orkhouse  at W are  in 1911. T he  R eg im en t a rranged  h is buria l in H endon 
Park C em etery. H is b ro the rs  took  the ir d ischa rge  in N ew  Z ea land  w here  
the ir desce nd e n ts  still live.

O ver the  ye a rs  S ta g p o o le ’s g rave  a lthough  s truc tu ra lly  sound  becam e 
un readab le  and it w as  dec ided  th a t w e  shou ld  have  it co m p le te ly  resto red . 
On 30 th  June  2010  a ce rem ony o f reded ica tion  w as held to  m ark  the  
res to ra tion . T he  Lord L ieu tenan t o f G rea te r London w as rep resen ted  by M r 
M artin  R usse ll DL, the  p raye rs  w ere  led by Rev. Jona than  Shaw, V ica r o f St 
P au l's  M ill H ill, the  exho rta tion  w as g iven  by C o lone l M ike Ball R eg im en ta l 
S ec re ta ry  o f the  P W R R  and the  A ssoc ia tion  S tandard  w as carried  by M ike 
W ard esco rted  by John  R aby and A lan  R icha rdson . Last Post and R eve ille  
w ere  sounded  by S gt Ja n e t B aker from  the  P W R R  Band. A lso  p resen t w ere  
C o lone l R ex C ain , M a jo r Ron M orris , C ap ta in  M ike  D oran, M a jo r A nge la  
R icha rdson  ACF. C llr John  Hart, C llr H ugh R ayner and M ajor D ennis 
B rad ley  w ho  o rgan ised  the  w ho le  event.

Q u ite  unexpe c te d ly  the  g rea t g rand  d a ugh te r o f D ud ley S tagpoo le  a rrived  
d u ring  the  ce re m o n y  having  been a le rted  by the  loca l P ress and w as ab le  
to  jo in  us a t th e  recep tion  w h ich  fo llow ed .

R M C

O fficers ' C lub Luncheon

The  firs t annua l luncheon , rep lac ing  the  d inner, w as held at the  U nion Jack  
C lub  on T hu rsd a y  the  8 th  o f Ju ly  2010. T he  p rinc ipa l g u e s t w as to  have 
been V ice  A dm ira l S ir D avid  D obson, KBE, P res iden t o f the  U n ion  Jack 
C lub, bu t he had to w ith d ra w  at th e  last m om en t to  a ttend  a funera l.

R eg im en ta l G uests : C o lone l E dw ard  Pepper, C B E  DL, C ha irm an  o f the 
London B ranch  o f the  R oya l H ong Kong R eg im en ta l A ssoc ia tion , M rs Jenny  
R ow e, C h ie f E xecu tive  o f the  U n ited  K ingdom  S up rem e  C ourt, M rs Jean  
C layden  and M rs M oira  Je ffcoat.

M em bers  and p riva te  guests : Brig B rian  M arc iand i, Col & M rs R ex C ain , 
Lt Col & M rs M ike  D eakin , M aj Bob B artle tt, M aj &  M rs D enn is  Bradley, R t 
R ev M gr R alph B row n, M aj & M rs P ete r C la rke , M aj H aro ld  C ouch,



M aj & M rs G ordon  C rum ley, M aj & M rs Brian F inch, Maj & M rs F rank 
G ladden , M aj D errick  H arw ood , M aj & M rs D avid  M argand, M aj & M rs Tony 
M cM anus, M aj & M rs Ron M orris, M aj & M rs B arry  Reed, M aj Pat 
W o llocom be , C ap t & M rs M ike D oran, C ap t & M rs John  Lenaghan, Mr 
H ow ard  C layden , L ieu t & M rs P e te r O ttino , M r John W arnaby.

A p o lo g ie s  and  reg re ts  w ere  rece ived  from  Brig Tony P ielow, C ol. John 
M oore , and  M aj Ken C layden.

C ol R ex C a in  w e lco m ed  ou r g u es ts  and gave  a b rie f ou tline  o f the th ink ing  
beh ind  th e  ch a n ge  o f ve n u e  to  the  U nion Jack  C lub. He hoped th a t those  
p re se n t had en joyed  th e  lunch  to g e th e r w ith  the exce llen t se rv ice  p rov ided  
by the  C lub  S ta ff. He looks fo rw a rd  to  see ing  us all here  aga in  next year.

REBM

Lieut. Gus Sanders

O n 16th J u ly  2010  I w as inv ited  to a ccom pany the S anders  fa m ily  to 
W e s tm in s te r C ity  H all w hen  the  Lord  L ieu tenan t of G rea te r London, S ir 
D avid  B rew er C M G  JP, p resen ted  a Q ueen E lizabeth  C ross in m em ory  of 
G us S an d e rs  w ho  w as killed  w h ile  serv ing  as a p la toon  co m m a n d e r in B 
C o m p a n y  o f ou r 1st B a tta lion  in Korea.

G u s ta v  S an d e rs  w a s  born  in G e rm a n y  in 1925 and cam e to  E ng land  w ith  
h is fa m ily  as a re fugee  be fo re  the  War. A fte r schoo l in D o rches te r he jo ined  
th e  A rm y  in th e  P arachu te  R eg im en t and w as taken  p risoner a t A rnhem . 
A fte r h is re lease  he w as, in due  cou rse , com m iss ioned  in the  M idd lesex 
R e g im en t and w a s  k illed  ju s t be fo re  his tw e n ty  fifth  b irthday. For his conduc t 
in K o rea  he w a s  M en tioned  in D espatches.

RMC

KOREA 1950

S ix ty  ye a rs  ago  the  1st B a tta lion  sa iled  from  H ong Kong to K orea  to  jo in  the  
U n ited  N a tions  F orces w h o  w ere  endeavou ring  to  s top  N orth  K orean 
F orces w ho  had invaded  S outh  K orea  in an illega l a ttem p t to  un ite  the 
K orean  P en insu la r under a C o m m u n is t gove rnm ent. T he  pe n in su la r had 
been  d iv id e d  a t th e  38 th  pa ra lle l u nder a UN A g re e m e n t at the  end o f the  
S econd  W orld  War.

The  fo llow ing  a rtic le  w as reported  In the  R eg im en ta l Jou rna l o f M arch 1951.

On N ovem ber 13, w h ile  C om pan ies  w e re  sp raw led  in pos itions  am o n g s t hill 
tops and B atta lion  H eadqua rte rs  c lus te red  u n su spec ted ly  in a w ide  re 
en tran t, w in te r s truck. It cam e scream ing  and how ling  from  the  north , from  
M anchu ria  and from  the  frozen  s teppes  o f S iberia . It sw ep t ove r the hill 
c res ts  and sw irled  and seared  its w a y  dow n th e  gu llies , and w ith in  an hour 
the tem p e ra tu re  had d ropped  to 22 deg rees  o f frost.

By N o vem ber 16 w e  had re tu rned  once  aga in  to  P akchon and occup ied  
p os itions north  of the tow n  w ith  the  A us tra lia n s  to  ou r no rth -w es t and the 
A rgy lls  to  ou r north. The  U.S. 24 th  D iv is ion  cam e up on ou r right. Then 
fo llow ed  a period o f m ild patro l ac tiv ity  w h ile  dum ps w ere  bu ilt up beh ind  us 
fo r T hanksg iv in g  D ay and the  g re a t M cA rthu r o ffens ive , bu t s till no C h inese . 
T hanksg iv ing  D ay requ ires  a sepa ra te  ind iv idua l descrip tion , ail th a t can  be 
said here  is tha t se ldom  be fo re  in the  h is to ry  of w a r can so m uch food  have 
d e scended  on fron t- line  tro o p s —tu rke y  by the  ton, p raw n cock ta ils  by the 
ga llon, p lum  cake  by th e  tru ck  load, and tins  o f pum pkin  pie by the  g ross- 
all to  d isa p p ea r dow n the  th ro a ts  o f the  g a s tro n o m ica lly  bew ilde red  and " C 
R ation " w e a ry  troops. S om e took  th is  v is ita tion  in the ir s tride , o the rs  w ere  
less fo rtuna te . A t any rate once  aga in  the  cooks  pe rfo rm ed  the  im poss ib le  
in so lv ing  a p rob lem  th a t w ou ld  have  d ra ined  the  b lood  from  the  face  of 
a lm ost any che f in Europe. N ovem ber 2 4 , "  Let 'em  r o l l " aga in . N ovem ber 
25 and the  o ffens ive  w a s  go ing  sp le n d id ly  w ith o u t oppos ition  and the 
B rigade becam e  1st C orps  R eserve , and once  aga in  im p rov ised  " bath 
houses " w ere  s ta rted , a foo tba ll fie ld  m arked out, and in te r-sec tion  rifle  
com pe tition  o rgan ised . O n the  n igh t o f N o vem ber 26 a repo rt w a s  rece ived  
tha t e nem y on w h ite  ho rses  had been seen in a p lace  w h e re  no e nem y 
ough t to  have  b e e n —ju s t a c ross  the  rive r from  B rigade  H eadqua rte rs  
ou ts id e  P akchon . To w h a t e x te n t th e se  w h ite  h o rses  w e re  pa rt o f 
T hanksg iv in g  D ay hangove rs  m ay never be know n. Im ag ina ry  o r o th e rw ise  
they  ce rta in ly  s ta rted  som e th ing  fa rth e r east.

Whoops-a-Daisy

The  genera l s itua tion  at th is  tim e  w as as fo llo w s  ;

W h ile  the  m ain o ffens ive  ro lled  n o rth -w es t and n o rthw a rds  th e  U .S. 10th 
C orps  w as a d vanc ing  am o n g s t the  hyd ro -e le c tric  rese rvo irs  as it c losed  to 
the Yalu River. In be tw een  these  tw o  o ffe ns ive s  th e re  w as no th ing . E arly  in 
the  m orn ing  o f the  27 th  the  B rigade  w as tran s fe rre d  to th e  9 th  U .S. C orps



and m oved  sou th  a c ross  the  R ive r C hongchon  and then  east to  the  C orps 
H e a d q ua rte rs  at K unuri. It w as a b itte r m orn ing  w ith  a crue l north  w ind 
d riv ing  c lo u d s  o f frozen  ye llow  d us t a long  th e  road, and as w e  c rossed  the 
rive r ice floe 's  w e re  beg inn ing  to  p ile  aga ins t the  p ie rs o f the im prov ised  
b ridge.

By th e  tim e  the  B a tta lion  a rrived  at K unuri the C orps s itua tion  m ap 
p re sen ted  an inc red u lo u s  p ic tu re . C h ina  had apparen tly  passed in to Korea, 
u nnoticed , an a rm y  o f tw o  m illion  m en, the bu lk  o f w h ich  w as advanc ing  in 
the  shape  o f an en o rm o u s  red a rrow  th rough  the gap. M eanw h ile  the 
C orps, w ith  its r igh t ou t-flanked , w as under heavy p ressu re  from  the  north 
and n o rth -e as t and w a s  be ing d riven  back on Kunuri.

T he  C orps  C om m ande r, be ing a little  uncerta in  how  best to  em p lo y  a 
B rigade  w ith o u t su p p o rtin g  a rm s in th is  ra ther s ingu la r m ilita ry  s itua tion, 
and fu rth e rm o re  be ing  ve ry  conce rned  about the  secu rity  of his m ain  supp ly  
line  runn ing  sou th , accep ted  the  B rigad ie r's  adv ice  th a t th is, h is on ly  
reserve , w ou ld  be best em p loyed  w he re  it cou ld  p ro tect th is  route. S hortly  
a fte rw a rd s  C orps  H ead q ua rte rs  m oved to C hasan, 30 m iles to  the  south. 
N ext m orn ing  w e  w ere  o rde red  to  fo llow  them  in transport. N one having 
a p pea red  by 2 o 'c lock, w e  once  aga in  se t o ff on foot.

N igh t w a s  fa lling  as w e  ha lted  fo r a  " b rew -up  " beneath  the  north  end o f a 
long, to rtu o u s  pass tha t c lim bed  and looped its w a y  th rough  the m oun ta ins . 
W e cou ld  hea r a ce rta in  am o u n t of m ach ine -gun  fire  to  the  sou th -eas t, but 
w hen  w e  m oved  off, w ith  som e re lie f th e  road vee red  aw ay from  th is  ra ther 
s in is te r no ise.

W e m arched  th ro u g h  the  pass w ith o u t inc iden t and a fte r 18 m iles w ere  m et 
by tra n sp o rt th a t u ltim a te ly  dum ped  us on a w indsw ep t frozen  s tre tch  of 
p a d dy  next to  C o rps  H eadqua rte rs . The  last C o m pa n y  a rrived  at 3 a .m ., 
and in h eaps  o f rice  straw , b lanke ts  and  each  o the r w e  slept.

W e w oke  up n ex t m orn ing  w ith  tra ffic  pouring  past us sou thw ards . B are ly  
had fires  been lit to  th a w  o u t o u r tins  o f food  w hen  it w as  repo rted  th a t a 
sm a ll road b lock  w a s  be lieved  to have  been se t up near the pass. From  
p as t e xp e rie n ce  it w ou ld  have  been su rp ris ing  if m ost o f the  v illage  in the 
v ic in ity  had no t con ta ine d  a rm s, and the  Batta lion  w as o rde red  to  m ove 
north  aga in , sea rch  the  a re a  o f the  pass and  in pa rticu la r the  v illa g e s  and 
b ring  in a n y  su sp ic io u s  cha racte rs .

A  patro l w as  a lso  to  go on to  K unuri and co n tac t the  U.S. 2nd D iv is ion  now  
there . The  B atta lion  w as then  to  return, having  one  C o m pa n y  in the  pass as 
a pa tro lling  base. W e m oved back to w a rd s  th e  pass th rough  deserted  
v illages and a long  the  em pty  road up the va lley. A  w ire le ss  m essage  w as 
rece ived  th a t the  e nem y w ere  now  know n to  be ahead and the  w a rn ing  w as 
passed up and dow n  the  co lum n. The  m oun ta ins  astride  the  pass cam e into 
v iew  ove r the  top  of a ridge o f in te rm ed ia te  hills, and sud d en ly  the  lead ing 
C om pany s topped , dep loyed  and w as still. O n the  s ide  o f th e  road tilting  
in to the  d itch  w as  a bu lle t-ridden  Jeep. From  ins ide  sp raw led  the  bod ies of 
an A m erican  C o lone l and his driver. N oth ing  s tirred , and all a t once  the 
m oun ta ins  a bou t us seem ed  m uch h ighe r and m ore inaccess ib le  and 
m enacing , and the  va lley  ahead and  the  pass beyond  w ere  a b so lu te ly  
silent. A nd  still no th ing  m oved excep t fo r the  sh ift o f e lbow s supporting  
b inocu la rs , scann ing  e ve ry  ridge  and c rev ice  above  us.

Then, from  now here  appea red  20  o r 30 m en in d irty  w h ite  c lo thes, s tro lling  
ra ther fu rtive ly  to w a rd s  us; and it seem ed  as if ano th e r second  cou ld  not go 
by w ith o u t som e th ing  happen ing . A  section  ran fo rw a rd  and b rough t in th ree  
o f them . T he y  w ere  unarm ed ; and g ra d u a lly  the  tens ion  eased, the 
rem a inde r w e re  rounded up and the  lead ing  C o m pa n y  took  up the  advance ; 
and som e of us fe lt a little  foo lish . W e reached the hills. D irec tly  ahead 
c lim bed  the  road th rough  th e  pass, d isappea ring  a fte r a fe w  hundred  ya rds  
and then  reappearing  as it c lim bed  in a long sca r across the  m oun ta ins . Not 
a sou l w as in s ig h t and it seem ed  as if fa tigue  had p layed  tr icks  w ith  our 
ins tinc ts  and th a t the  Jeep  beh ind  w as the  v ic tim  o f a chance  guerrilla .

T he  lead ing  C o m pa n y  m oved fo rw a rd  aga in  to  a low  ridge, and then  the 
second  C o m pa n y  passed  th rough  to se cu re  a hill a t the  near end o f the  
pass.

It w as then  th a t w e  knew  th a t the  pass w a s  not as dese rted  as it appeared . 
F ive A m erican  fig h te rs  sw ung low  ove r the  m oun ta ins  and m ach ine  gunned 
the  w ooded  s lopes ahead, little  g reen  fig u re s  began to  run abou t and 
g radu a lly  it s ta rted . F irs t a fe w  rifle  sho ts  and then  the  s te a d y  knock  o f a 
Bren in reply. T he  lead ing  C o m pa n y  p ressed  on up the  h ill to  its ob jec tive . 
A  sho rt lull in the  firing . T hen  the  b lock  bu rs ts  o f e n e m y m orta r fire  and the 
harsh s tabb ing  no ise  o f a R uss ian  m ach ine  gun. T he  s teady  rhy thm ic  bea t 
of the  V icke rs  guns took  them  up and ou r m orta rs  jo in e d  in. In the  d is tance  
a sm all c loud  o f d us t appea red  and a lone  Jeep  ca ree red  dow n  the  pass 
jin k ing  and bounc ing  from  one  side  o f the  road to  the  other. T he  s lopes 
above  it cam e to  life w ith  the  fla sh e s  o f rifle  fire , and still the  Jeep  ca m e  on.



It d isa p p ea re d  beh ind  a sho u ld e r of hill, a fu rth e r bu rs t o f fire  and then 
s ilence .

A n o th e r C o m pa n y  w a s  p reparing  to  pass th rough  the  lead ing  C om pany 
w hen , w ith o u t w a rn ing , rifle  sho ts  cam e from  h ills  on the  flanks  of th e  rear 
C o m pa n ie s  and they, too, cam e under m orta r fire ; and eve ry  ridge  and peak 
a b o u t us se e m e d  to  be occup ied . M orta ring  becam e genera l and m ach ine  
guns  jo in e d  in w ith  the  rifle  fire  from  above. A t th is  tim e  the  nearest troops  
w h o  cou ld  poss ib ly  su p p ort the  B a tta lion  w ere  the rem a inde r o f the  B rigade  
20 m iles  beh ind  us.

T h is  co m p rise d  the  sum  to ta l o f the  C orps  rese rve  and cou ld  not be 
re leased . In any case , w ire le ss  com m un ica tion  w ith  B rigade  had b roken 
dow n.

T he  lead ing  C o m pa n y  w as by now  under accu ra te  and sus ta ined  m ach ine - 
gun fire  and ca su a ltie s  w e re  bu ild ing  up w ith  one  P la toon  C om m ande r 
k illed . An e n tire ly  d iffe re n t p rob lem  now  faced  the  C om m and ing  O ffice r and, 
w ith  n igh t app roa ch in g  and the B atta lion  in increas ing  da n ge r o f be ing cut 
o ff, he  d e c id e d  to  w ith d ra w . A s  th e  B a tta lio n  w a s  co m in g  back  
co m m u n ica tio n  w ith  B rigade  w as  re -es tab lished  and a m essage  w as 
rece ived  th a t w e w e re  to  w ith d ra w  w e ll c lea r o f the  pass to  a de fens ive  
pos ition  8 m iles  to  th e  sou th . The  Batta lion  w as ex trica ted  w ith  som e 
d ifficu lty  w ith  its tra n sp o rt under fire  from  the rear, and the last C o m pany left 
a fte r a hand-to -h a n d  fig h t w ith  a C h inese  p la toon. W e fin a lly  m oved off w ith  
e n e m y m ach ine  g uns  fir ing  s tra ig h t dow n the  road a fte r us. It w as da rk  by 
th e  tim e  the  B a tta lion  reached  its pos ition  fo r the  n ight, and the best tha t 
cou ld  be d one  w a s  to occu p y  a tigh t c lose  p e rim e te r round the  v illage  and 
hope th a t d a y lig h t w ou ld  not revea l too  m any o ve r-look ing  hills. In fo rm ation  
w a s  then  rece ived  th a t a R eg im en ta l C om ba t Team  w ou ld  pass th rough  us 
the  next m orn ing  to  link up w ith  the  2nd In fantry  D iv is ion.

A t m id n igh t a m essa g e  a rrived  te lling  us th a t no R eg im en ta l C o m ba t Team 
w a s  ava ilab le . T he  2nd In fantry  D iv is ion  w ere  s ta rting  to  figh t th e ir  w a y  back 
d u rin g  th e  m orn ing , and we, supported  by five  tanks  and a ba tte ry  of 
105m m . guns, w e re  to  re tu rn  to  the  sou th  end o f the  pass and hold it open  
fo r the  2nd  D iv is ion  to  pass th rough , if th is  cou ld  be done  w ith o u t ge tting  
se rio u s ly  com m itted .

T he  ta n ks  and a rtille ry  jo in e d  us ea rly  in the  m orn ing  and the  g round  g iv ing  
a v ie w  o f the  pass w as reached  by m idday. T he  C h inese  appea red  to  have

w ithd raw n  to  the  g round  im m ed ia te ly  cove ring  the pass and, ra the r 
surp ris ing ly , no road b lock o r a m b ushes  w ere  encoun te red  on the  way. On 
the w a y  up a ligh t a irc ra ft d ropped  us a bundle  of p ieces o f sca rle t s ilk  w h ich  
w e assum ed  w ere  to be used as recogn ition  s igna ls  w ith  the 2nd  D iv is ion. 
S hortly  be fore  w e  reached  o u r ob jec tive  w e m et five  A m erican  tanks  w ho 
had ju s t run the gauntle t, and at about the  sam e tim e  w e s ta rted  to  m eet 
odd Turk ish  so ld ie rs  w ho  appeared  to have  been cu t off.

Pos itions w h ich  ou r rear C o m pan ies  had held the  p rev ious day w ere  
occup ied, w ith  B a tta lion  H eadqua rte rs  and a troop  o f g uns  astride  the 
v illage  w h e re  the  am bushed  je e p  had been found  the p rev ious day.

A ll seem ed  qu ie t and w e  w a ited  to  see  w h e th e r the  2nd  D iv is ion 's  b reakout, 
w ou ld  be an in fan try  sw eep  east or w e s t to  open the road. A  sm all co lum n 
of tanks  w ith  one or tw o  jeeps  appeared  and s treaked  dow n to w a rd s  us, 
d isappea ring  and then  reappea ring  round th e  bend in a fus illade  o f sho ts 
and reached ou r lines. And  then  to  o u r a s to n ishm e n t a long nose -to -ta il 
co lum n appea red  at the  top  of the  pass.

W e all o f us co n c luded  th a t the  e nem y m ust have  gone  but the  ga the ring  
no ise  o f fir ing  m ade  it c lea r th a t th is  w a s  not so. T he  end less  co lum n cam e 
on till the  bend hid the  lead ing  veh ic le s  and then  it s topped . T hrough  
g lasses  the  o ccupan ts  cou ld  be seen ju m p ing  ou t and d iv ing  fo r cover, a 
few  je e p s  reappea red  be low  us and ca ree red  past fir ing  at us as they  w e n t 
w ith  w o u n d ed  hanging  ou t of the  s ide  and ty res  sho t to  ribbons.

In the m ean tim e  o u r ta n ks  and a rtille ry  w ere  g iv ing  w h a t su p p ort w as  
poss ib le  and a irc ra ft w e re  m ach ine -gunn ing  and bom b ing  the  C h inese ; the  
range w as too g re a t fo r rifle o r B ren fire. A  trick le  o f veh ic le s  now  a ttem p ted  
to pass the  ha lted  co lum n and  a few  o f these  reached us, but in a ve ry  sho rt 
tim e  the  co lum n w as doub le  banked  and no th ing  m oved.

A  s tream  o f su rv ivo rs  now  s ta rted  to  com e th rough  us from  the  va lle y  below , 
m any w e re  w ounded  bu t all w e re  bew ilde red  and d is illu s ioned . O ccas iona l 
veh ic les  con tinued  to  com e th rough , a ll w ith  th e ir bu rden  o f dead  and 
w ounded . By 4 o 'c lock  the  pass w as still aga in  and the  s tream  o f su rv ivo rs  
a lm ost s topped  and the  B atta lion  w as o rde red  to  re tu rn  to  C hasan.

As C om pa n ie s  w ith d re w  to the ir tran sp o rt fir ing  once  aga in  b roke  ou t from  
the  h ills  a bou t us. As the  firs t C o m pa n y  w as p repa ring  to  d rive  o ff B a tta lion  
H ead q ua rte rs  and the  a rtille ry  cam e under m ach ine -gun  fire  from  a ridge



im m e d ia te ly  to  th e ir left. T he  guns rep lied  ove r open  s igh ts  to  be jo in e d  la ter 
by th e  V icke rs  gun s  and som e tanks. By th is  tim e  bu lle ts  w ere  com ing  from  
all d irec tio n s  and the  road w as u nder en filade  m ach ine -gun  fire.

S o m e h ow  C o m pa n ie s  w e re  go t aw ay and the  g uns  ex trica ted  w ithou t 
se riou s  loss and  th e  re tu rn  to  C hasan  sta rted . A ll o u r veh ic le s  w e re  laden 
to  th e  lim it and beyond  w ith  A m erican  w ounded , and as w e  d rove  th rough  
the  v illa g e  w he re  w e  had spen t the  n igh t w e passed a te m p o ra ry  aid post. 
T h is  be ing  m anned  by ou r M ed ica l S e rgean t w ho  had trea ted  ove r 250 
w o u n d ed  and had used all the  B a tta lion 's  supp lie s  o f m orph ia  and 
d re ss ings , w h ile  C o m pa n y  C o lou r S e rgean ts  d is tribu ted  am o n g s t the  
w o u n d ed  th e ir ow n b lanke ts  and te a  and  suga r rations. A  g re a t m any cou ld  
not be trea te d  and  du ring  the  n igh t m uch o f ou r tra n sp o rt w as used fo r 
fe rry in g  them  back to  o the r aid s ta tions. A  g rea t m any dead  had to be left 
beh ind . B ack at C hasan  the  M ed ica l O ffice r w orked  all n igh t on o ther 
w o u n d e d  A m e rican s  w ho  w e re  b rough t s tra igh t there . W e a lso  looked a fte r 
a d e ta ch m e n t o f T urk ish  so ld ie rs  w ho  w ere  som e o f th e  su rv ivo rs  o f one  of 
th e ir  B a tta lions.

C o rps  H eadq ua rte rs  had m eanw h ile  m oved to  south  o f P yongyang  and 
trucks , ta n ks  and tran sp o rte rs  in an end less ju m b le  and con fus ion  o f un its 
s trea m e d  by all n igh t and all th e  next day. E veryone w as d riv ing  fo r all they  
w e re  w o rth  to  sou th  o f P yongyang , w here , no one knew. It w as im poss ib le  
to  te ll w h a t w as  happen ing  and e ve ry th ing  had the  a ppea rance  of a rout.

T h a t day, D e ce m b e r 1, th e  A rg y lls  w ere  m oved across a fo rd  to  hold a 
pos ition  2 m iles  on th e  right, w h ile  w e took  o ve r th e ir o ld  de fences. T he  
A rg y lls  m arched  o ff in g rea t sp irits  across the c rack ing  ice o f the  rive r and 
se e m in g ly  in to  the  unknow n. N ext day the  A us tra lia n s  w e re  m oved so u th 
e as t to  b lock the  c ross ing  o ve r a n o th e r fo rd  and  w e w ere  to fo llow  w hen 
tra n sp o rt re tu rned  from  them . T he  A rgy lls  w ere  la te r to  be w ithd raw n  to  jo in  
up w ith  the  B rigade. T he  th re a t in th is  new  a rea  w as not co n s ide red  to  be 
im m ed ia te .

KOREA - 60 YEARS ON

O n 25 th  June  1950, N orth  K orea  backed by R uss ia  invaded the  S outh  in an 
a tte m p t to  en su re  c o m m u n is t dom ina tion  of the  en tire  country. So fo r those  
o f us w ho  w e re  sen t ou t the re  to  he lp  s tem  th a t a ttack, the  60 th  A nn ive rsa ry  
Year seem ed  a su ita b le  m om en t to  return.

Thanks, the re fo re , to  the  kind ausp ices  o f the  B ritish  and K orean  V eterans 
A ssoc ia tions, m y w ife , M ary Rose, and I, to g e th e r w ith  som e 75 o th e rs  from  
the UK flew  ou t to  S eou l in April and began a w eek  long p ilg rim age  to 
various ba ttle  s ites, m em oria ls , cem e te ries  and m ilita ry  e s tab lishm en ts . 
O nce the re  w e  w e re  jo ined  by con tingen ts  from  A ustra lia , C anada  and N ew  
Z ea la n d  m ak ing  th e  v is it tru ly  re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f th e  o r ig in a l 27 th  
C om m onw ea lth  B rigade ; a to ta l o f som e 250  o f us all to ld .

THE GREETING

From the  m om en t w e  landed at h igh ly  m odern  Incheon A irport, w e  co u ld n 't 
have been m ore  co u rte o u s ly  rece ived , indeed fe ted  w ou ld  be a be tte r w ord. 
S igns ce leb ra ting  the  60 th  A nn ive rsa ry  w e re  s ited  eve ryw h e re  w e  w en t on 
bu ild ings, coa ch es  and hote ls , and w e w ere  co n s tan tly  film e d  and 
in te rv iew ed by the  m edia.

A lso, casua l p a sse rs -by  freq u e n tly  s topped  to  shake  yo u r hand and th a nk  
you fo r th e  he lp  g iven  in sav ing  th e ir  co u n try  from  the  enem y, and c rea ting  
the success fu l and p rospe rous  eco n om y th e y  now  en joy; a ve ry  touch ing  
gesture .

SEOUL TODAY

As I rem em ber it, the  sou th  bank o f the  H an R iver used  to  have  a la rge ly  
rural landscape  - to d ay  it is an e n o rm ous c ity  in its ow n right w ith  g ian t h igh- 
rise o ffice  and a p a rtm en t bu ild ings, m a jo r shopp ing  cen tres  and num erous  
road and rail b ridges and tu n ne ls  c riss -c ro ss in g  the  river. W he reas , desp ite  
trem endous  changes, the  shape  o f th e  o rig ina l c ity  on the  north  bank is 
qu ite  recogn isab le , se t on its m any hills.

The  Lo tte  W orld , o u r e xce llen t but im m ense  hote l on th e  sou th  s id e  -w ith  
its ow n shopp ing  cen tre  and D isney like  th e m e  pa rk  - looked  a fte r us 
e x trem e ly  w e ll. H ow ever, good as it w as, its one  d ra w b a ck  w a s  its 
d is tance  from  cen tra l S eou l - a bou t 40 m inu tes by tax i - too  fa r to  e a s ily  v is it 
the  m useum s, o ld  pa laces etc.

THE BKVA GROUP

Just sho rt o f 80, M ary  R ose and I reckoned  w e  w e re  at the  yo u n ge r end of 
the  g roup 's  age  sp ec trum ; a num ber o f the  m en hav ing  se rved  in W W II as 
w ell as K orea. In fa c t w e  adm ired  seve ra l fo r m ak ing  the  long jo u rn e y  at



all, as th e y  c le a rly  had cons id e ra b le  phys ica l p rob lem s. Q u ite  a fe w  had 
'ca re rs ' - if no t the  w ife  then  sis te rs, b ro thers , son s  and even g randsons.

O f th e  U K  ve te ra n s  the re  w ere  on ly  tw o  from  the  D ie -H ards bes ides m yself, 
John  S turt, w ho  had se rved  in 'C ' C om pany, and Jam es K n igh t in 'A' 
C om pany. John  is, o f cou rse , a regu la r a ttendee  at ou r K orean C lub 
re u n io n s  and, to g e th e r w ith  h is  son  A nd rew , w a s  v e ry  su p p o rtiv e  
th ro u g h o u t the  v is it.

O the rw ise , the re  w as a b road c ross -se c tio n  o f R eg im en ts  and C orps 
p re se n t w ith  a p a rticu la rly  s trong  co n tin ge n t from  the  D uke of W e lling ton 's . 
T he re  w e re  a lso  a few  from  the  N avy and the  A ir Force. N otab le  m em bers  
o f the  pa rty  inc luded Bill S peakm an  V.C. and  D erek K inne G .C . - both of 
w hom  dese rve d ly  a ttrac ted  cons id e ra b le  pub lic ity  fo r the ir exp lo its .

THE NATIONAL CEMETERY AND WAR MEMORIAL

D esp ite  the  je tlag , the  p rog ram m e w a s  underw ay b righ t and ea rly  the  firs t 
m orn ing  w hen  w e  trave lled  by coach  to  the  N ationa l C em etery. Here, in 
co n ju n c tion  w ith  ou r C om m onw ea lth  co lleagues, w e m arched  up an 
ave n ue  lined by a K orean G uard  of H onour to  the M em oria l; Keith  Taylor of 
th e  R oya l N o rthum berland  F us ilie rs  la id  the  B ritish  w rea th  on th is  occas ion . 
T h a t a ch ieved  a m ids t cons id e ra b le  p ress pho tography, w e  m oved on to  the 
N a tiona l W ar M em oria l M useum . O n the  w a y  in, w e  passed th rough  a long 
a rcade  co n ta in ing  the  nam es o f a ll those, both from  the  U nited N a tions and 
S ou th  K orea , w h o  fe ll in the  war. T hose  from  our R eg im en t w ere  c lea rly  
to  be seen  e tched  in b ronze  on one o f the  co lum ns.

O nce  in the  m useum  w e  w ere  gu ided  to  the firs t floo r w h ich  is devo ted  to 
the  e ven ts  o f 1950-53 . W e w ere  p a rticu la rly  im p ressed  w ith  va rious  
ind iv idua l d isp la ys  show ing  life as it w as 60 yea rs  ago ; inc lud ing  tab le au x  
o f v illa g e s  w ith  th e ir w oo d e n  and m ud hom es, and g roups  o f p itifu l re fugees 
in th e ir  trad itio n a l c lo th e s  p lough ing  th rough  the  w in te r snow s. A  ve ry  
e ffec tive  and m oving  rem in d e r o f how  fa r the  peop le  and the  co u n try  have 
p rog ressed  s ince  th a t tim e ; as  w e ll as be ing h is to rica lly  educa tiona l fo r to 
day 's  genera tion . W e w e re  then  trea ted  to an e xce lle n t lunch - a lw ays 
bu ffe t s ty le  - in ano th e r pa rt o f the  com p lex.

K o reans  in th e ir  th in  py ja m a s ! A s  the  U K 's g roup  leader, I w as inv ited , 
to g e th e r  w ith  M a ry  R o se  an d  th e  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f th e  o th e r 
C om m o n w e a lth  coun tries , to  v is it th e  R O K 's  (R epub lic  of Korea) m ilita ry

hosp ita l. T he re  w e  w ere  show n in to  a sm all w a rd  w ith  a num ber of 
ve te rans sitting  c ross-legged  on the ir beds, each  w ea ring  sm art, w ell 
c reased w h ite  py jam as.

Follow ed by a ba tte ry  of cam era  m en, w e shook hands w ith  each  ve te ran  
in tu rn  - the  C anad ian  rep resen ta tive  hand ing  ou t sw eets . A fte rw a rd s  there  
w as a g roup  pho tog raph  w ith  the pa tien ts  in fron t o f the  hosp ita l. The  
w ea ther w as fa r from  w arm  and w e fe lt ra the r so rry  fo r the  K oreans  in the ir 
thin py jam as!

BY RTX TRAIN TO BUSAN fPUSAN)

On day 2 w e  had to  assem b le  even ea rlie r in o rde r to  ca tch  th is  fa s t tra in  
to B usan - som e th ree  hours  aw ay - in o rde r to  v is it the  U nited N ations 
cem etery. Tow ards the end of the  journey, w e  fo llow ed  the  N aktong  R iver 
gorge  th ro u g h  the  su rround ing  h ills  - a  po ignan t rem inde r o f the  1st 
B a tta lion 's  ea rly  ba ttles  in Korea.

T ha t a fte rnoon  w e a ssem b led  at the  b eau tifu lly  landscaped  cem e te ry  w ith 
all its  M em o ria ls  fo r th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  C o m m e m o ra tio n  S e rv ice . 
M arch ing  by co n tin ge n t up to  w h a t is know n as the  flag  area, w e ha lted  in 
fron t o f a so lid  pha lanx  o f d ign ita ries  - a m bassado rs , genera ls , adm ira ls  
and m ilita ry  a ttaches  in all th e ir  finery.

Australian, Canadian, New Zealand & UK wreath layers salute



T he  fou r w rea th  bearers , inc lud ing  m yself, from  each co n tin ge n t w ere  then 
show n  up to  a ra ised  area, w ith  m uch fa n fa re  from  a red coa ted  m ilita ry  
band. P adre  M ooney from  the  A ng lican  C a thedra l in S eoul then  began the 
S e rv ice  a ss is te d  by v a rio u s  m em b e rs  o f th e  c o n g re g a tio n . A t the  
a p p ro p ria te  m om ent, each  o f us in tu rn  la id  ou r w reath , fo llow ed  by the 
p rinc ipa l re p re se n ta tive s  o f the  e m bass ies  and K orean arm ed fo rces. As 
on e ve ry  occas ion  th a t w eek, I have  neve r seen  anyth ing  like  th e  s ize  o f the  
w re a th s  and the  beautifu l f lo w e r a rrangem en ts .

New British Lion Memorial in UK section of UN Cemetery

T he  se rv ice  over, w e  w e n t dow n  to the  C om m onw ea lth  section  o f the 
ce m e te ry  w h e re  th e  g raves  are  ca re fu lly  d iv ided  up by C oun try ; each  a rea  
m arked  by th e ir  respec tive  na tiona l flag . W e a ttem pted  to  look fo r the 
g ra ve s  o f as m any M idd lesex  m en as poss ib le . T hey are a rranged  in o rde r 
o f th e  d a tes  on w h ich  th e y  fe ll, so  na tu ra lly  w e  found  Pte. S tre e te r and then  
2/Lt. B uckna ll a t th e  beg inn ing . I w a s  a lso  m oved to  see the  s tone  o f 2/Lt. 
W h ite  w h o se  p la toon  I to o k  over. O n en q u iry  I lea rn t th a t a n um ber o f ou r 
m en w h o  d ied  in hosp ita l a re  bu ried  e lsew here , such as 2 /L t M artin , in 
Y okoham a, Japan.

R e tu rn ing  to th e  s ta tion  to  ca tch  the  tra in  back, w e got som e idea  o f how  
la rge  a po rt B usan has be co m e  - it hand les m uch o f K orea 's  expo rt and 
im port trade  as w e ll as w e lco m in g  a nu m b e r o f c ru ise  sh ips. S o back in 
S eou l a fte r a long and ra the r e m o tiona l day, w e  w ere  happy to  fa ll in to bed.

JOURNEY TO THE DMZ

W e w ere  asked to  d ress in fo rm a lly  the  next m orn ing , no bere ts o r m edals, 
fo r the  g roup  v is it to  the  D em ilita rized  Z one  (D M Z) on the  38th Para lle l 
w here South  and N orth  K orea  con fron t each  other. T rave lling  north , we 
passed by the  tow n  o f U ijongbu w h ich  b rough t back m em ories  o f w here  we 
spent a snow bound  C h ris tm as 1950.

As the coach  g o t c lose r to  the border, the  road a long  the  H angang  R iver 
becam e heav ily  fenced  w ith  barbed w ire  as w e ll as guard  posts  and 
obse rva tion  po in ts  a t regu la r in te rva ls . In due  cou rse , w e w e n t o ve r a 
narrow, w ell gua rded  b ridge  across the  Im jin R iver (o f G lo s te r fam e) and 
a rrived at C am p B on iface , the  A m erican  base  at the  en trance  to  the DM Z. 
A t the  cam p w e w e re  taken  to an obse rva tion  a re a  w he re  you  are  ab le  to  
look ou t ac ross the  bo rde r and the  su rround ing  no -m an 's  land. W e then  
en tered  an im p ress ive  lec tu re  hall to  rece ive  a b rie fing  on the  US A rm y 's  
role. T he  so m e w h a t 'gung-ho ' A m erican  se rg e a n t spoke  so rap id ly  th a t he 
w as in te rrup ted  on seve ra l o ccas ions  and asked  to s low  dow n, but 
apparen tly  th is  w as beyond  him !

Board ing the  coa ch es  aga in , w e  d rove  th rough  the  D M Z w h ich , because  it 
is v irtua lly  und is tu rbed , has becom e a na ture  rese rve  fu ll o f b irds and o ther 
w ild life - a w ou ld  be sp o rtsm an 's  pa rad ise ! W e then  a rrived  in the  Jo in t 
S ecurity  A rea  (JSA) w here  S outh  lite ra lly  faces  N orth and so ld ie rs  from  
e ithe r s ide  ca re fu lly  eye  each  other. The  hut in w h ich  the  1953 P eace 
A g reem en t w a s  s igned  is still in p lace  and w e  w ere  a llow ed  to  en te r to  v iew  
the g reen ba ize  con fe rence  tab le  w ith  its na tiona l fla g s  and  sm art young  
he lm eted  guards, s tand ing  to ta lly  still like s ta tues. T he  back d o o r o f the  
hut leads s tra ig h t in to  co m m u n is t te rrito ry !

D riv ing back round the  p e rim e te r of the  JSA , o u r gu ide  po in ted  ou t the 
bridge o ve r w h ich  so  m any UN P O W s re tu rned to freedom . So ended  a 
fasc ina ting  experience .

T hat a fte rnoon  w e  m ade a b rie f v is it to  the  dow n tow n  cen tre  o f S eou l -the  
firs t and a lm os t on ly  opp o rtu n ity  fo r th e  lad ies to  e n jo y  a little  re ta il the rapy !

RETURN TO GAPYEONG (KAPYONG)

D ay 4 to o k  us back to  the  loca tion  o f the  R eg im en t's  fina l ac tion  in K orea  
in the  last w eek  o f A p ril 1951. A rriv ing  firs t a t the  s ite  o f th e  A us tra lian  -



K apyong  is th e ir  m a jo r ba ttle  honou r - and N ew  Z ea land  M em oria ls , we 
g a the red  fo r a R e m em brance  S erv ice  fo llow ed  by the  lay ing o f w re a th s  on 
each  m em oria l. A ga in  a m ost m ov ing  occas ion , enhanced  by a cho ir o f 
sch o o lch ild re n  v is iting  from  A ustra lia .

E m buss ing  once  m ore, w e passed by the  hill on  w h ich  th o se  o f us in 'D' 
C o m pa n y  1st M idd lesex had had ou r ea rly  m orn ing  sk irm ish  w ith  the 
C h in e se  on 24 th  A pril 1951.

W e then  reached the s ite  o f the  C anad ian  M em oria l w he re  s im ila r 
ce re m o n ie s  to o k  p lace. A ga in , th is  w a s  an im p orta n t ac tion  fo r the  
P rincess  P a tric ia 's  C anad ian  L igh t Infantry.

T he n  d riv ing  back  th rough  G apyeong  - now  a la rge  and v ib ran t tow n  - w e 
ca m e  to  th e  m ain  C om m onw ea lth  Korean W ar M em oria l w here , fo llow ing  a 
sh o rt se rv ice , each  co n tin ge n t laid a w reath . A fte r w h ich , w ith  the  he lp  of 
th e  P adre, w e held a sho rt p riva te  occas ion  by th e  new  M idd lesex  M em oria l 
S tone  at w h ich  John  S tu rt laid a poppy w reath .

A p ic tu re  o f th is  e ven t appea red  in the  K orea  T im es the  next day. I w as 
m ost im p ressed  w ith  th is  b lack g ran ite  M em oria l and it s tands  ou t as the 
o n ly  ind iv idua l reg im en ta l one  on th e  site. Ron Yerby, E dgar G reen and 
o the rs  are  to  be co n g ra tu la te d  on having had it e rected .

THE BANQUET

R etu rn ing  to  ou r ho te l in tim e  fo r tea, w e  go t ou rse lves  ready fo r th e  m ain 
even ing  even t o f the  w e e k  - a ba n qu e t in the  hote l ba llroom  hosted  by the 
K orean  M in is te r o f P a trio ts  and  V ete rans A ffa irs . T h is  w as a sp lend id  
occas ion  inc lud ing  a ll the  C om m o n w e a lth  con tingen ts  as w e ll as the 
a m bassado rs , m ilita ry  a tta che s  and seve ra l genera ls . M ary R ose and I 
w e re  honou red  to  s it a t th e  to p  tab le  next to  ou r host - a success fu l 
bus inessm an  tu rn e d  po litic ian . T he  spee che s  cam e firs t be fo re  the  m eal 
and  a fte r an in tro d u c tio n  by the  M in ister, I w as inv ited  to respond. 
M y rem arks  se e m e d  to  go  dow n qu ite  w e ll; it w as the firs t tim e  I had g iven 
a speech  w he re  I cou ld  be seen  by the  aud ience  on a la rge  v ideo  screen  
w ith  m y w o rds  tran s la te d  s im u ltan e o u s ly  in to Korean - ve ry  h igh tec ! The  
even ing  conc luded  in fin e  s ty le  w ith  an en te rta in m e n t by m ilita ry  m us ic ians  
and s inge rs  fo llo w e d  by a w e ll know n  ch ild ren 's  g roup  know n as "The  Little 
A nge ls".

Tha t sam e even ing  rum ours  began to c ircu la te  th a t ou r flig h t hom e tha t 
com ing M onday cou ld  be de layed  by the  in te rrup tion  to  a ir tra ffic  o f the  
erupting  vo lca n o  in Ice land. T hou g h ts  of be ing s tuck  at the  a irpo rt o r of 
fly ing to ano th e r des tina tion  c rea ted  som e unease am o n g s t th e  'old and 
bold'!

THE GLOSTERS DAY

The fina l day o f com m e m ora tio n s  and se rv ices  w as devo ted  app ro p ria te ly  
to the G los te rs  and the ir fam ous stand  on the  banks o f the  Im jin . So w e 
headed north  to  not fa r from  the  D M Z w here  th a t R eg im en t's  M em oria ls  lie 
at the foo t o f a s teep  hill nea r the  v illage  o f S o lm a-ri.

The Gloster memorial in the hillside at Solma-ri

Being a S aturday, w e  w ere  accom pan ied , bes ides  the  p ress, by a num ber 
o f B rit ish  p e o p le  re s id e n t in S eou l - b a n k e rs , s to c k b ro k e rs  and 
bus inessm en, m any jo ined  by th e ir  w ives  and  ch ild ren . T h is  had becom e 
an im portan t annua l occas ion .

O nce aga in , P adre  M ooney led a ve ry  m oving  S e rv ice  o f R em em brance  in 
the p resence  o f the  ve te ra n s  as w e ll as the  a tte nd a n t a m bassado rs ,



g e n e ra ls  and o th e r d ign ita ries . T he  p roceed ings  opened  w ith  a G uard  of 
H onou r m arch in g  on to  pa rade  ca rry ing  the  asso rted  nationa l flags  and then 
m oun ting  the  s teps lead ing  up to  the  M em oria l P laques se t in the  h ills ide . 
It w a s  o f in te re s t th a t M ichae l G eorge , a m em ber o f ou r g roup , had carried  
o u t m uch o f the  des ign  o f th is  M em oria l w hen  he w as s ta tioned  in K orea  in 
th e  m id -1950s.

T h is  tim e  w e  had inv ited  tw o  o f ou r party, a G los te r and a G u n ne r w ho  had 
been P O W s to g e th e r in N orth  Korea, to  lay the UK w reath . T he y  w ere  not 
th e  on ly  o nes  to  shed  a few  tears. F ina lly  in conc lus ion  I w as proud to  be 
a sked  to  g ive  the  E xhorta tion .

T he  da y  w a s  all go  and , a fte r a b rie f ba rbecue  lunch in a nea rby park, we 
w e re  soon  on ou r w a y  to  th e  K orean 25 th  D iv is ion 's  H eadqua rte rs  to  w atch  
a M ilita ry  Tattoo. T he re  w e  w ere  sea ted  on a stand  ove rlook ing  the  parade  
g round  w ith  m any V IP s and sen io r o ffice rs  on hand.

S ta rting  w ith  a g ro u p  o f d ru m m ers  in trad itiona l K orean costum e, the  Tattoo 
inc lu d e d  a m arch ing  d isp la y  w ith  red coa ted  band, a m ass dem onstra tion  
o f ka ra te  and o th e r m artia l arts, and conc luded  w ith  a sa lvo  from  a ba tte ry  
o f fie ld  guns. F ina lly  th e  troo p s  un furled  th ree  ou ts ized  flags o f the 
R epub lic  o f K orea, the  U n ited  N a tions and the  U nited K ingdom , fo llow ing  
w h ich  I w a s  inv ited  to  rece ive  from  the  com m and ing  genera l an a ttrac tive ly  
boxed  p rese n ta tio n  o f the  U nion Jack  (it is in tended  to  g ive  th is  box to a 
m ilita ry  m useum  o r so m e w h e re  s im ila r in th e  UK). A ga in , w e  ve te ra n s  fe lt 
ve ry  g ra tified  th a t such  an e ve n t shou ld  have  been held in ou r honour.

T he  day w a s  no t qu ite  over, how ever, as w e  d rove  on to  a m ilita ry  
o bse rva tio n  p os t se t h igh  on a hill look ing  ou t ac ross no -m an 's  land to 
N orth  Korea. T h is  P os t w a s  se t r igh t up aga ins t the  bo rde r w ire . In the 
d is ta n ce  you  cou ld  see  T he  Hook, redo len t in the  m em ory o f m any  UK 
ve te ra n s  in 1952-3 , as  w e ll as m any of the  w e ll know n fe a tu re s  in and 
a round  th e  Im jin R iver. A  ve ry  fitting  fina le  to  all ou r va riou s  v is its  tha t 
w eek.

THE AMBASSADOR'S LUNCH

It becam e  qu ite  c le a r th a t S u n d a y  m orn ing  th a t w e  w e re  not go ing  to be 
fly ing  hom e as schedu led  next da y  - H ea th row  w as c losed  dow n due  to the  
ash  c loud . So w e w ere  w a rne d  Instead  to be ready to  m ove to ano th e r hote l 
nea r the  a irport.

So p rio r to  lunch at the  R esidence , M ary R ose and I, to g e th e r w ith  a no the r 
couple, w en t to  m orn ing  se rv ice  a t S eoul A ng lican  C a thedra l. T h is  w as 
held in the c ryp t and led by the sam e P adre  M ooney w ho  had conduc ted  
all the  com m e m ora tio n s  th a t w eek.

A fte r chu rch  the re  w as som e tim e  to  spa re  and w e  v is ited  the  O ld P a lace  
close by; w a tch ing  a t the  en trance  a m ilita ry  d isp la y  by m en in trad itiona l 
and ve ry  co lou rfu l un ifo rm s. Inside the  w a lls  the re  w as an a ttra c tive  park 
w ith a num ber o f h is to ric  pav ilions and pagodas from  the  days w hen  K orea  
w as a royal k ingdom .

The B ritish  E m bassy  and R esidence  are  beh ind  the  P a lace  and th e  en tire  
UK con tingen t w a s  en te rta ined  to  lunch in the ir ga rden  by the  A m b a ssa do r 
and his w ife , M artin  and F iona  Uden. Both o f them  had been p resen t at 
nearly  eve ry  even t th a t w eek  and ve ry  g e nerous  w ith  the ir tim e. It w a s  a lso  
good to  have  the  opportun ity  o f m ee ting  a num ber of o th e r loca l B ritish  
res iden ts p resen t.

During lunch R ichard  C lem entson , the  BKVA rep resen ta tive , p resen ted  
M artin U den w ith  a bound copy o f the  B ritish  In M em oriam  B ook o f those  
w ho fe ll in Korea. R ichard w as m ost he lp fu l and supportive  th ro u g h o u t the  
visit.

A fte r tak ing  o u r leave, w e  w e re  taken  to a sm all thea tre  n ea rby  and trea ted  
to a p e rfo rm ance  o f K orean fo lk  m usic. A lthough  m any o f us w e re  nodd ing  
off a t th is  s tage  a fte r such a good lunch, the  d rum m ers  and trum p e te rs  
w ere  so loud th a t the re  w asn 't m uch chance  of a kip !

FINAL DAYS

As p red ic ted  w e  w ere  bussed the  fo llow ing  a fte rnoon  to the  new  Incheon  
C ity due  w e s t o f S eou l and taken  to  the  recen tly  opened  S he ra ton  Hote l 
w h ich , if a n y th in g , w a s  o f an e ven  h ig h e r s ta n d a rd  th a n  o u r 
accom m oda tion  in the  C ap ita l. T he  C ity  itse lf is on ly  pa rtia lly  com p le te  
w ith m any  unusua lly  shaped  h igh -rise  bu ild ings  still under cons tru c tio n . In 
the m iddle, not fa r from  ou r hotel, an a rea  know n as C en tra l Park, w ith  a 
large boa ting  lake, is be ing  laid ou t and landscaped .

A lthough w e  d id  go to  v is it th e  o ld  port o f Incheon  and see  the  ve ry  
im press ive  M em oria l to  G enera l M aca rthu r's  fa m o u s  se aborne  land ing  
there  in m id -S ep te m b er 1950, the  rest o f ou r en fo rced  s tay  g ave  us p len ty



o f tim e  to re lax in p le a sa n t su rround ings , a fte r the  hectic  ac tiv ity  o f the  
p rev io u s  w eek.

O nce  aga in  the  K orean G o ve rn m e n t and M ilita ry  as w ell as ou r gu ides  and 
c a re rs  cou ld  not have  been m ore  so lic itous, cons tan tly  ensu ring  tha t we 
w e re  w e ll looked  after, even  dow n  to ou r m ed ica tion  needs. And, of 
cou rse , they  p icked  up the  tab  fo r the  extra  days and n igh ts w e  w e re  there . 
Tow ards the  m idd le  o f th a t w eek, w e  lea rn t tha t H ea th row  had re-opened ; 
bu t as p lane  sea ts  on K orean  A ir w ere  at a p rem ium , our g roup  w ou ld  have 
to be sp lit in to  tw o  parties . So on the  T hu rsd a y  w e w aved  g o od-bye  to 
som e th irty  o f ou r new  found  fr ien d s  w h ile  the rest o f us w a ited  fo r the 
m orrow .

T ha t even ing , w e  had a su rp rise  v is it from  ou r fo rm er P rim e M in ister, S ir 
John  M a jor w ho  had been on b u s iness  in K orea  and d ropped  in on his w ay 
to  the  a irpo rt. He w a s  ve ry  a ffab le  and shook hands and cha tted  w ith 
m any o f us. A n in te res ting  p re lude  to the  then  fo rth -com ing  genera l 
e lec tion  a t hom e!

S o ended  an e x tra o rd in a rily  w e ll o rgan ised , fa sc ina ting  and m em orab le  trip  
- 60 ye a rs  on from  w hen  27th B rigade  and 1st M idd lesex firs t a rrived  on 
th o se  sho res. O ur g ra te fu l th a nks  to The  Korean V e te rans A ssoc ia tion , 
T he  B ritish  K orean  V e te rans  A ssoc ia tion  and all those  concerned .

B arry  Reed June  2010

Odd Jo ttings

M r E C W ib ro w  te le p h o n e d  to  sa y  th a t he be lieves tha t the  m an posting  the 
p roc lam a tion  to  the  G e rm a n  P eop le  (D ie H ards N ew s le tte r No 103) is CpI 
K e ith  S ilve r w h o  w a s  a w ire le ss  o p e ra to r w ith  1st B a tta lion  M idd lesex 
R eg im ent, M r W ib ro w  e n c losed  tw o  pho tog raphs  w h ich  w ere  taken  at 
L ubeck in 1945 the  one  o f CpI S ilve r is p rin ted  here  w h ich  w e hope w ill 
so lve  the  m ystery. T he  on ly  d o u b t though  is th a t S ilve r w as a C orpo ra l and 
not a S ergean t.

W hen  H e inz Jo h a nse n  and his w ife  trave lled  ove r from  G erm a n y  fo r the  
A nnua l A lbuhe ra  S e rv ice  and R eun ion  th e y  b rough t w ith  them  a M idd lesex 
R eg im en ta l flag  w h ich  H e inz p e rsuaded  the  U nion Jack C lub  to fly  on the 
da y  o f the  R eun ion .

CpI. Keith Silver at Lubeck 1945

M em bers of H ouns low  B ranch  a ttended  St M a ry ’s parish  chu rch  at 
H arefie ld  on S unday  25th A pril 2010  fo r a S e rv ice  o f C om m em ora tion  and 
T hanksg iv ing  to  m ark  A N Z A C  Day. A fte r the  se rv ice  and a sho rt se rv ice  in 
the M ilita ry  C e m ete ry  w h ich  is ad ja ce n t to  the  chu rch  th e y  jo ined  the 
v illage rs  to  en joy  the  sand w ich e s  and cakes  baked and p rov ided  by the 
lad ies o f the  v illage.

Roy B ishop  has w ritten  to  say th a t he had an un fo rtuna te  fa ll on  an irregu la r 
pavem en t and d a m aged  h is righ t hand. R oy is in co n tac t w ith  H arry  
B la ckw o o d ’s son w ho  lives  in S w eden, w ho  is respond ing  to  H einz 
J o h a n se n ’s reques t fo r p ho tos  o f the  1st B a tta lion  w hen  th e y  w ere  at 
Lubeck. R ay a lso  adv ises  th a t the  M ayor of S t C ha rles  de P ercy C a lvados  
ex tends a w arm  w e lco m e  to  ve te ra n s  and the ir fa m ilie s  at the  A nnua l 
C e rem ony held on 6 th  Jun e  each  year. A  n um ber o f D ie H ards are  buried 
in St C h a rles  de P ercy cem etery. R oy has a ttended  th is  e ve n t fo r the  last 
30 years .

O ne hundred  ye a rs  ago  a ques tion  w a s  ra ised in the  H ouse o f C o m m ons 
by M r M ac V eagh (D ow n S outh ) w ho  asked th e  S ec re ta ry  o f S ta te  fo r War, 
w he the r his a tten tion  had been d raw n  to  the  fa c t th a t th e  band o f th e  8th 
B a tta lion  M idd lesex  R eg im en t had pe rfo rm ed  at an E m p ire  D ay ce leb ra tion



at B ren tfo rd  on the  20 th  June  w h ich  had been o rgan ised  by a po litica l party. 
He que s tion e d  if th is  w as  a Po litica l ga the ring  and if th is  w a s  so, w as it 
a llow ed  under M ilita ry  regu la tions  fo r a reg im en ta l band to  be present. Mr 
R ich a rd  H a ld a n e  (H a d d in g to n s h ire )  re p lie d  “ if th e  H on M e m b e r ’s 
in fo rm a tio n  w a s  co rrec t tha t the  m ee ting  w as  a po litica l one. T hen  the  band 
shou ld  not have  been presen t. But I ga the r th a t the  C om m and ing  O ffice r 
had reason  to  be lieve  th a t it w as a p riva te  pa rty  and w as the re fo re  not to 
b lam e  fo r g iv ing  p e rm iss io n ” .

W e have  been in fo rm ed  by the C h ie f E xecu tive  tha t ou r R eg im en ta l F lag 
w ill be  flo w n  o v e r th e  S u p re m e  C o u rt on th e  S a tu rd a y  b e fo re  
R em em b ran ce  S u n d a y  w hen w e hold ou r annua l se rv ice  the re  and tha t the  
C o u rt w ill be rep resen ted . R e freshm ents  w ill aga in  be p rov ided  by the  s ta ff 
o f th e  C ourt.

O n 16th M ay each  yea r the flag  o f the  C oun ty  o f M idd lesex  w ill be flow n, 
o ve r the  S u p re m e  C ourt.

Obituaries

W e adv ise  w ith  the  de e pe s t regre t th a t the  fo llow ing  have  d ied.

John B rett it has been reported  tha t John has passed away. T he re  are  no 
fu rth e r de ta ils .

Joan Drake w ife  o f Brian D rake passed aw ay on 9th F eb rua ry  2010 
p e a ce fu lly  a t E x tend ica re  H alton H ills  a fte r a long ba ttle  w ith  A lz h e im e r ’s 
d ise a se  aged  73 years . A  m em oria l se rv ice  w as held on F riday 12th 
February. B rian  w h o  lives in C anada  has w ritten  to th a nk  h is m any D ie 
H ard fr ien d s  fo r th e ir  condo lences .

Major Ian L loyd d ied  on S u n d a y  9th M ay 2010  a fte r a typ ica lly  co u rageous  
fig h t a g a in s t cancer. He jo in e d  the  B atta lion  from  S a n dhu rs t in 1953 having 
boxed fo r th e  R M A  and p layed  in the  fron t-row  of the  scrum . Inev itab ly  he 
b ecam e  know n as “ P u n ch y ” , bu t he w a s  not na tu ra lly  an ag g re ss ive  m an. 
Indeed, h is pa tie nce  fitted  h im  as a tra in ing  officer, a ro le w h ich  he ca rried  
o u t at the  O u tw a rd  B ound  S choo l, the  R eg im en ta l D epot, on  seco n dm e n t 
to  B rune i and  the  Ju n io r Le a de r R eg im en t. He filled  S ta ff a p p o in tm en ts  at 
C hester, the  M O D  and HQ  B A O R , w he re  he con tinued  beyond  his fu ll-tim e  
se rv ice  as a R etired  O fficer.

He m arried  Pam  in 1959 and Jane  in 1983. He leaves a daugh te r, S ian, 
from  h is firs t m arriage  and a daughter, A lice , from  h is second. Ian w as 
a lw ays good com p a n y  and w as w e ll liked, w h ich  w as re flec ted  in the  s trong  
R egim enta l a ttendance  at his funera l. Last P ost w as sounded  by h is ex- 
w ife Jane.

Geoff S tunt died  on 27th April aged  76 years. G eoff d id  h is N ationa l 
Serv ice  w ith  the  R AP C  and on com p le tion  he w as posted  to  11th B a tta lion  
(8th Mx) T he  P arachute  R eg im en t w he re  he jo ined  the s igna ls  p la toon , 
com ple ted  h is pa rachu te  course  and w hen the  ba tta lion  w as re-badged  
M idd lesex he con tinued  to serve  th ro u g h o u t the  m any am a lg a m a tio ns  of 
the un it and thus  he se rved  w ith  the Q u e e n ’s R eg im en t based at H ounslow . 
During his 29 ye a rs  se rv ice  w ith  the  TA he rose  to the  rank o f se rg e a n t but 
reverted to  co rpo ra l in the  la te r yea rs  o f h is serv ice .

In c iv ilian  life G eo ff w orked  fo r N ationa l W e s tm ins te r Bank, he w as a loyal 
m em ber o f the  R eg im en ta l A ssoc ia tion . H is funera l w as held on M onday 
10th M ay a t H anw orth  C rem a to rium  w h ich  w as  a ttended  by his m any 
friends from  the  H ouns low  Branch.

Malcolm Douglas Thomas or "Tom m o" as he w as know n to  m any o f us, 
passed a w ay on F riday 11th o f June  aged 92 years. T here  can  be few  
m em bers o f the  assoc ia tion  w ho  have been m ore loya l than  M alco lm  w ho  
jo ined the  reg im en t ju s t a fte r the  ou tb reak  o f the  S econd W orld  W ar and 
served  w ith  the  2nd ba tta lion  in N orm andy. He rem ained  fie rce ly  p roud of 
the reg im en t and desp ite  becom ing  inc reas ing ly  fra il; a t the  age  o f n ine ty  
still regu la rly  a ttended  b ranch  m ee tings, a lw ays d riv ing  h im se lf in his 
spo tless BM W . M alco lm  w as c rem a ted  at the  E nfie ld  C rem a to rium  on 
F riday 25 th  o f June. T he  R oyal B ritish  Leg ion  and the  N o rm andy  V ete rans 
A ssoc ia tion  p rov ided  a guard  of honour. The  M idd lesex  A ssoc ia tion  w as 
represen ted  by J im  Innes and A lex  B row n w ho  esco rted  th e  flag  d raped  
coffin, M a lco lm 's  old friend  and fe llo w  D iehard , J im  V iner, p laced  a 
M idd lesex poppy w rea th . M uch loved  and g re a tly  respected  M a lco lm  w as 
an irrep laceab le  m em ber o f the  E nfie ld  b ranch . W e sha ll a ll m iss his 
presence.

Lady Rosamund W illoughby d ied on W ed n e sda y  3 1s t M arch . T he re  w as 
a p riva te  c rem a tion  fo llo w e d  by a T ha n ksg iv in g  S e rv ice  at C od fo rd  St. 
Peter C hurch  near W arm ins te r on W e d n e sda y  26th May.



Jimmy Wild. N ew s has ju s t reached us th a t he passed aw ay on S unday 
1st A ugust. A  fu ll ob itu a ry  w ill appea r in the  next issue o f the  New sle tter.

News from Enfield Branch by A Brown 

Annual Reunion

A good  tu rn  ou t from  the  b ranch  once  aga in  fo r the annua l se rv ice  of 
rem e m bra n ce  at S t P a u l’s C a thedra l. N ine teen m em bers  a ttended  and 
seve ra l o thers , w ho  have  re loca ted  som e d is tance  from  Enfie ld  ove r the 
recen t ye a rs  o r w e re  unab le  to  a rr ive  ea rly  fo r the serv ice, w ere  on hand to 
m ee t us la te r a t the  U nion Jack  c lub  fo r A G M  and lunch. T hese  included 
Chi B roadben t, John  Yates, A lan  Jenn in gs  and Jim  Innes all m em bers  w ho 
have  se rved  on the  E nfie ld  co m m itte e  and  con tribu ted  to the  runn ing  of the 
b ranch  o ve r th e  years. A lso  p resen t, w a s  Sid H ilton , R ichard  H utch ings, 
B rian  Tate, M ike  T urton  and th e ir w ives. W e w ere  a lso  ab le  to  w e lcom e  
Brian C ox w ho  has recen tly  becom e a m em ber o f the  branch . D ennis 
R eber w ho  had a lso  been looking  fo rw a rd  to a ttend ing  w as un fo rtuna te ly  
hosp ita lized  fo llo w in g  a se rious  ope ra tio n  and sen t h is apo log ies.

Members of Enfield Branch at the Annual Reunion

Albuhera Day

On M ay 16th M r J im  Innes p laced  a w rea th  on beha lf o f th e  M idd lesex 
R egim enta l A ssoc ia tion  at the  M idd lesex  M em oria l, w h ich  still rem a ins on 
the s ite  of Ing lis ba rracks  a t M ill Hill. S ince  the c losu re  o f the  barracks, Jim  
has vo lu n ta rily  ca rried  ou t th is  task  and tid ied  up the  im m ed ia te  a re a  o f the  
m em oria l w ith o u t fa il on R em em brance  S unday 's  and A lbuhe ra  d a y ’s.

The ba rracks  no longe r exist, bu t the  w rea ths  p laced at th e  m em oria l 
rem ain a m ute  te s tim o n y  to  all pass ing  by, th a t those  w ho  rem ain  o f the 
reg im ent have  not fo rgo tten  th e ir dead.

Return to Belgium

T hursday 3rd of June. For the th ird  yea r runn ing  som e of the  b ranch  w ere  
off to  v is it the  1 s t w orld  w a r ba ttle fie lds . T he  jo u rn e y  took  us a b o u t fo u r and 
a half hou rs  from  E nfie ld  to  the  N ova  hote l in Y p res(Leper) w h e re  w e w ere  
to stay. W e had booked ou r hote l room s, w h ich  w ere  qu ite  com fo rtab le  
som e six  o r seven  m on ths in advance  and the  d o cum en ta tion  c lea rly  
ind icated th a t a tw in  room  had been rese rved  fo r Joe  S hore  and C harlie  
Bysouth how eve r som ew here  a long the  line a m ix up had occu rred  
resulting in the  pa ir be ing a lloca ted  a p leasan t room  w ith  a la rge  doub le  
bed, und ism ayed  Joe  and C harlie  w ho  have rem ained  c lose  fr ien d s  fo r 
close on se ve n ty  yea rs  rem arked  "W e 've  s lep t in trenches , bogs, d itches  
and the  S u ltan  hotel, no p rob lem " the re  w ere  one o r tw o  saucy  rem arks 
from  the  rest o f the  g roup  w ith  re fe rences  to  the  honeym oon  coup le  and 
D arby and Joan , Joe 's  on ly  o the r co m m e n t d irec ted  at C ha rlie  "B e  gen tle  
with me C harles", C ha rlie 's  rep ly  is unp rin tab le , he la te r c la im ed  to  have 
taken his w a lk ing  s tick  to  bed w ith  him  to repe l Joe 's  a m orous  advance .

F riday a fte r a fu ll Eng lish  b reak fas t w ith  the  te m p e ra tu re  a lready  h igh w e 
ven tured  ou t to  reacqua in t ou rse lve s  w ith  the  city, be fo re  w e  se t off, the  
staff a t th e  N ova hote l had k ind ly  loaned us a w h e e lch a ir  fo r C ha rlie  w ho  
desp ite  his p ro tes ts  w a s  find ing  the  hea t and the  cobb led  s tree ts  hard 
going.

T hose  o f you  read ing  th is  w ho  v is ited  Ypres w ith  the  R oyal W est K en t's  and 
Buffs in 2008  and  s tayed  at the  S u ltan  w ill be de lig h ted  to  know  th a t it is 
now boarded  up and appea red  to  be in the  p rocess  of be ing  gu tted . D uring 
the cou rse  o f the  m orn ing  w e  w e re  in troduced  to  L ione l R oosem on t a 
p ro fessiona l g u ide  and booked  him  fo r a fou r hour to u r fo r tha t a fte rnoon .



T he  cost, T h irty  E uros per head m ay sound a b it s teep  but as it happened  
tu rned  ou t to  be w orth  e ve ry  cent. L ione l R oosem on t speaks exce llen t 
E ng lish  a lthough  w ith  a s ligh t accen t, and possesses  a vast know ledge  of 
the  a rea  and the  e ven ts  w h ich  to o k  p lace  the re  during  1914-1918.

P laces such  as E ssex fa rm , Z ille b ee k  and the M enin Rd took  on new  
m ean ing  as he gu ided  us th ro u g h  these  and o ther p laces s topp ing  to  te ll o f 
the  ho rro r and the  reg im en ts  tha t fo u g h t there , often re lating  the d eeds  and 
e xp e rie n ce s  o f in d iv id u a ls  both m ilita ry  and c iv ilian  he led us th rough  row s 
o f g ra ve s to n e s  paus ing  to  po in t ou t those  o f p a rticu la r in te rest, L ione l a lso  
p roduced  a nu m b e r o f A 10  s ized  p h o to ’s taken  during the g rea t w a r and 
d e p ic ting  the  spo t w h e re  w e  w e re  s tand ing  at the  tim e.

F ina lly  a lthough  ou r fo u r hou rs  w e re  up L ione l o b lig ing ly  d rove  to  Tyne Cote  
ce m e te ry  to  a llo w  Joe , C harlie  and  A lex  to  p lace  a posy o f popp ies a t the 
w a ll pane l ded ica te d  to  the  m en o f the  M idd lesex R eg im ent. W e a lso  
p laced  c rosse s  on a row  o f ten g raves  all so ld ie rs  o f the  reg im ent.

W e a rrived  back at Ypres s lig h tly  dehydra ted  but w ith  the  know ledge  we 
had lea rned  m ore  o f the  firs t w orld  w a r in fo u r and th ree  q ua rte r hours  than 
w e  had in a life tim e. La te r th a t even ing  fo llow ing  a show er and even ing  
m ea l the  w ho le  g roup  ga the red  in the  O ld Bill tave rn  to ge t w e ll and tru ly  
re -hyd ra ted .

S a tu rda y  w ith  the  te m p e ra tu re  aga in  up in e igh ties  the  m orn ing  w a s  spen t 
b row s ing  a round  the  s ta lls  in th e  huge m arke t th a t had sprung up ove rn ig h t 
in the  c ity  square , w e  re tu rned  to  the  N ova ea rly  a fte rnoon  s topp ing  o ff to  
pu rchase  the  w a res  o f the  w o n d e rfu l little  pas try  shop  ju s t a c ross  the  road 
from  the  hote l, w he re  the  young  lady p rop rie to r im m ed ia te ly  recogn ised  us 
from  last yea r and in p a rticu la r Joe  S hore  w ho the w om en fo lk  o f Ypres 
seem  to  regard  as the  se n io r c itize n s  answ er to  R usse ll Brand.

T he  a fte rnoon  had g row n  u n co m fo rta b ly  w arm  and m uch o f the  rest o f it 
w as spen t in the  coo l su rro u n d in gs  o f the  hote l bar w here  w e  s ipped  cold 
d rinks  and devo ure d  d e lic io u s  c ream  pastries  w h ich  w e  ded ica ted  to A lf 
"B un te r" B urfo rd  w ho  d isa p p o in tin g ly  had been unable  jo in  us th is  year.

It ra ined  qu ite  hard  d u ring  the  e a rly  hou rs  o f S unday  m orn ing  and the re  w as 
s till a ligh t d rizz le  o f ra in  w hen  w e  le ft the  hote l to  go in sea rch  o f the  H ooge 
C rater, a vas t ho le  120 fo o t w ide  end 20 fo o t deep  (now  a lake) le ft in the 
g round  a fte r B ritish  sa p p ers  had tun ne lled  one  hundred  and n ine ty  feet

under G erm an  conc re te  fo rtifica tio n s  and in Ju ly  1915 ign ited  an e n o rm ous 
am ount of am m ona l, gun po w d e r and gun co tton  c rea ting  an exp los ion  th a t 
was heard as fa r aw ay as C an te rbu ry  in Kent. Ten so ld ie rs  o f the  M idd lesex  
reg im ent w a iting  in advanced  pos itions w ere  k illed  by the  b las t w h ile  losses 
to the G e rm ans w ere  es tim a ted  at seven  hundred . T he  c ra te r w as  then  
taken by the  m en o f the  1st G ordon H igh landers  and the  4th M idd lesex 
Regim ent.

Knowing that our regiment had been heavily involved in this battle we were 
keen to visit the site were there is apparently a museum with many 
artefacts and a number of bunkers and trenches still in existence. 
Unfortunately we were given the wrong directions and never got to find the 
Crater although we did discover some other interesting places including a 
cemetery containing graves nearly all of which were officers of cavalry 
regiments.

By noon the  rain had ceased  and the  sun shone  aga in  a llow ing  us to  spend 
the rest of the  a fte rnoon  le isu re ly  v is iting  the  sou ve n ir and choco la te  shops. 
Later th a t even ing  w e  paid one last v is it to  the  M enin  ga te  to  w a tch  the  Last 
Post cerem ony.

Our jo u rn e y  hom e next day w as sm oo th  and uneven tfu l. It had been a g re a t 
five days spen t in good  com p a n y  and w e  had learned  m uch. T he  H ooge 
Crater m ust w a it fo r an o th e r tim e.

I w ould recom m end  to anybody  v is iting  the  a rea  o f Ypres in the  fu tu re , th a t 
they spend a m orn ing  o r a fte rnoon  w ith  L ione l R oosem on t if poss ib le . 
It w ou ld  be a d v isab le  to  con tac t him  by em ail a t w w w .frontline-tours.com  
before you vis it.

Summer Weekend

Friday 13th o f Ju ly  and w e are  once  aga in  on H ay ling  Is land fo r an 
extended  w eekend . T he  au tum n b reaks w e  reg u la rly  spend  at S inah  
W arren a re  a lw ays  e n joyab le  and re lax ing , and w ith  ou r soc ia l e ve n in gs  at 
Enfie ld  recen tly  reduced  to ju s t s ix per annum  an add itiona l m idsum m er 
b reak w a s  ju s t r igh t fo r us to  ca tch  up w ith  the  new s and each  other. O ur 
visit th is  tim e  w a s  as usua l th o ro u g h ly  e n joyab le  and m ade spec ia l by  the 
addition o f the  triba l e lde rs  C harlie  B ysouth , Joe  S hore  and Fred P h illips 
who w ere  a cco m pany ing  us fo r the  firs t tim e. T h is  w a s  d e fin ite ly  a lazy 
weekend.

http://www.frontline-tours.com


W ith  th e  te m p e ra tu re  w ay up a round the  e igh ties  ou r w eekend  days w ere  
sp e n t m a in ly  ea ting , d rink ing , loung ing  a round  the  pool o r in the  Jacuzz i or 
pe rh a p s  sw app ing  ya rns  on the  pa tio  w ere  the re  w as  a coo ling  breeze. 
Terry S la te r and  w ife  R osie  put us all to  sham e on the  S unday by borrow ing  
a co u p le  of b icyc les  and tak ing  o ff a t a c rack ing  pace  to e xp lo re  the  local 
co u n trys id e  w h ile  the  rest o f us w a tched  them  depart in ho rro r and 
am azem en t.

I la te r hea rd  tha t th e y  w ere  seen  rid ing less s tead ily  back from  the  nearby 
v illa g e  pub, a lthough  th is  is uncon firm ed . O ur even ings w ere  as usual 
passed  a w ay in the  pav ilion  w a tch ing  the  caba re t and sha ring  a fe w  m ore 
drinks. An e xce lle n t if so m e w h a t la idback  w eekend  spen t in the  ve ry  best 
o f com pany.

Fred Phillips

On th e  7 th  A u g u s t 2010  Fred P h illips ce leb ra ted  his 90th B irthday. Jo ined  
by all o f h is fa m ily  and  friends , inc lud ing  his brother, ac to r Leslie  P h illips at 
the  W o rm le y  Foo tba ll c lub , Herts.

Fred Phillips with his brother Leslie

The bash s ta rted  at 6 :30pm  and guests  en joyed  a BB Q  and bu ffe t spread , 
and en joyed  som e of the  o ld  c lass ic  1940-50s tunes  until 12 m idn igh t.

Fred served  w ith  the  2 /7 th  Bn. M iddx R egt from  day one of the  2nd W orld  
W ar until re leased  in 1946. H is se rv ices  w ere  in Tun is ia , Egypt, Syria , 
Lebanon, P a lestine  and Italy. He w as invo lved  in the  A nz io  land ings in Jan  
1944 S outh  of Rom e. O n the  b reak ou t F red w as caugh t in an ex tre m e ly  
heavy m orta r a ttack  w h ich  le ft him  bad ly  w ounded  in both legs.

He then spen t 5 m onths in hosp ita l and co n va le scen t be fo re  re tu rn ing  to 
the Bn. In the  Ita lian A p enn ines  M oun ta ins  se rv ing  as a P la toon  Sgt. In C 
group MG until re lieved  by the  A m erican  88 th  C us te rs  D iv is ion  w hen  the 
2/7th Bn. P roceeded  to  P a les tine  at the  o u tb reak  of the  trou b le s  in 45 /56.

On leaving P a lestine  the  Bn. p roceeded  to  E gyp t fo r the  d isband ing  o f the  
Bn. As w ere  m any reg im en ts  at th a t tim e. F red w as then  sen t to  G .H .Q  
Cairo as a C .Q .M .S  fo r a period  and then  on to  S id Bishr, A le xa n d ria  re lease  
centre as the  sen io r N C O  o f the  depot fo r the  troops  leaving fo r hom e.

Once re leased  from  se rv ice  he p layed  an active  part w ith  the  Enfie ld  
Branch, M iddx and o rg an ised  m any yea rs  o f the  2 /7 th  Bn. R eun ions. In 
recent yea rs  he w a s  p resen ted  w ith  a M erit S e rv ice  A w ard  fo r his serv ice  
to the R eg im en t by C ol. R.M . C a in  O B E  DL, w h ich  he treasu res.

After the  loss o f h is w ife  Joan  he then  lived in the M iddx R eg im en ta l houses 
in A lbuhe ra  C lose  to  th is  day.

Over the  last 15 ye a rs  he has pa rtne red  M ary  Pearson  w ho  has taken  g rea t 
care o f him  fo r h is dom e s tic  needs and a lthough  she  is 92 she  copes  w ith  
no p rob lem s, and m akes fo r a g re a t re la tionsh ip .

Fred is a lso  the  e lde r b ro the r o f Leslie  P h illips  the  thea tre , F ilm  and 
Televis ion ac to r C BE , O B E  w hose  acting  spans  75 ye a rs  in the  p ro fession . 
He has a son  N ige l and w ife  Ju lie , and d a u gh te r S a lly  and H usband G ary 
who have  w o rked  tim e less ly  on his 90 th  C e leb ra tion . A pa rt from  4 
g randsons and 1 g ra n d d a u g h te r he is a lso  a g rea t g randdad.

Follow ing the  w a r ye a rs  he w a s  em p loyed  by T ho rn  E lectrica l Int. Ltd. as 
the D iv is iona l W arehous ing  M an a g e r of the  com p a n y  and retired in 1980 
after 43 years.



In praise of an old Diehard 

6202942 Sgt B.S. Lemaitre

Sgt B S Lemaitre in Cyprus

A lthough  a tru ly  loya l D ieha rd , Basil Lem a itre  w as never a m em b e r of the  
R eg im en ta l A sso c ia tio n  and w a s  a lw ays  a b it o f a loner. He w a s  a d ifficu lt 
person  w ith  w hom  to  keep  in touch  and I th in k  he m ust have p re fe rred  it 
th a t way. H av ing  sa id  th a t he had a n um ber o f ve ry  good fr ien d s  w ith in  the 
M idd lesex R eg im en t. A p a rt from  m yself, F rank W ald ron  knew  h im  ve ry  w e ll 
as did C yril O rm e, F red H aze lw ood  and R ay C lem en ts  to  nam e bu t a few, 
a las  no longe r w ith  us.

Basil w as  born  in London on 25th A ugus t 1916 and en lis ted  in the 
M iddlesex R eg im en t in 1936. He w as one  o f the  ve ry  firs t to  vo lu n tee r fo r 
the P arachute  R eg im en t w hen it w as fo rm ed  in the  ea rly  40 's. He m ust 
have p rog ressed  ve ry  rap id ly  as he becam e a pa rachu te  ju m p ing  instructor.

He used to  te ll the  ta le  o f how  one of his squads of w ou ld -b e  pa rachu tis ts  
passed out. T he y  w ere  w ork ing  from  R ingw ay ae rod rom e  near M anches te r 
using tw in  eng ined  A rm strong  W h itw orth  W h itley  a irc ra ft w he re  m en w ere  
despatched th rough  a hole in the floo r o ve r the  DZ.

This pa rticu la r in take  had to m ake ju s t one  m ore  d rop  to qua lify. It w a s  early  
on a S a tu rda y  m orn ing  and once  the ju m p  w as com p le ted  all w ou ld  be sen t 
off on an eagerly  aw a ited  36h r pass.

However, it w as d iscove red  th a t the  red and g reen  stand  by /jum p ligh ts 
were not w o rk ing  and th a t by all the  ru les Basil, acting  as d ispa tche r, and 
his squad w ou ld  not be ab le  to  take  o ff and com p le te  the ir ju m p  and the 
course. A lso , no 36  hr leave  pass fo r these  boys and the R AF a ircrew . W ith  
a bit o f co llus ion , cunn ing  and gu ile , Basil and the p ilo t ha tched  a schem e  
that w hen  the  p ilo t reached  the  des igna ted  DZ he w ou ld  raise  h is hand. 
This m ean t "S TA N D  BY". W hen  he d ropped  h is hand th a t w a s  "G O ", and 
the s tick  o f m en w ou ld  ex it tou t de suite .

The W h itley  took  o ff and e ve n tu a lly  up w en t the p ilo t's  hand fo llow ed  a few  
seconds la te r by the  G O ! S igna l. A ll ou t su cce ss fu lly  and no h itches  so 
Basil w en t up, tapped  the  p ilo t on the sho u ld e r and to ld  him  th a t w a s  it - all 
gone. "W ha t" sa id  the  p ilo t "you b loody  foo l; I m ere ly  ra ised m y hand to 
ad just a con tro l. W e 've  let 'em  all go  righ t ove r the  cen tre  of M anches te r!" 
Apparently, all th e  tra in e e s  had landed sa fe ly  w ith in  the  c ity  and w e re  be ing 
w h isked  o ff by ecs ta tic  M ancun ians  into the  nearest pubs and s tood  d rinks  
until it w a s  flow ing  ou t o f the ir ea r 'o les! And som e go t back  la te on the 
M onday!

I cannot vouch  fo r the  abso lu te  ve ra c ity  o f th is  yarn , bu t it has a ce rta in  ring 
of tru th  to  it. I am  su re  J im m y W ild  w ou ld  rem em ber it w e ll.

Later in the  w a r Basil took  pa rt in O pe ra tion  M arke t G a rden  and w as 
cap tured  at A rnhem , spend ing  the  res t o f th e  co n flic t as a R O .W .

On re lease  he cam e back to the  M idd lesex  R eg im en t. I firs t m et h im  in 
V ienna, A u g u s t 1954 w hen  I w as pos ted  to  his p la toon  in A  C o m pany as a



co rpo ra l. J im m y w a s  at th a t tim e  the  CSM . A  coup le  o f m on ths la te r I w as 
p rom o ted  se rg e a n t and becam e  friends  w ith  B asil in the  m ess. I a lso 
se rved  w ith  h im  in C o lcheste r, C yp rus  and then  in the  T.A. w he re  I w as a 
PSI in 7 M X  and B asil w as w ith  8 M X at H ounslow , from  w h e re  he w as 
dem o b ilise d  in ea rly  1958.

He cam e  to  s ta y  w ith  m y w ife  and m e in G e rm any and a lso  at B ordon  w hen 
I w as an ins tru c to r at th e  A rm y M T S choo l but a fte r th is  w e  lost touch. 
I know  th a t a fte r he w as d ischa rged  from  the  a rm y he w orked  fo r the  W ater 
Board and w a s  i/c a sm a ll pum ping  sta tion  ju s t by W e m b ley  S tad ium , la ter 
m ov ing  to  W atfo rd .

R ecen tly  I lea rned  tha t, sadly, Basil passed  aw ay in M oun t V ernon H osp ita l, 
N o rthw ood  on 4 th  S e p te m b e r 1974 aged 58.

M ick  E lston
Ex R Q M S (T) 1 M X and 4  Q ueens

Letters to the Editor

D ear Editor,

I w a s  im p ressed  w ith  th e  co lo u r pho tog raph  on the  co ve r o f yo u r last 
N ew s le tte r o f th e  C o lo u rs  o f the  *3 B a tta lions o f the P rincess o f W a les 's  
R oya l R egt on pa rade  a t C an te rbu ry '.

B e ing a 'M idd lesex ' m an o rig ina lly , it w as a sad  rea lisa tion  (aga in) th a t the  
nam e o f 'our' R e g im en t is now  lost w ith in  o th e r titles ; n eve rthe less  it does 
not s top  one  hav ing  a keen  in te re s t in ou r successo rs .

H ow ever, I w as m oved  to  look aga in  a t a w a te rco lo u r pa in ting  on the  w all 
a t m y hom e o f th e  C o lo u rs  o f the  S IX  ba tta lions  o f T he  M idd lesex  Regt, as 
they  w e re  asse m b le d  at the  R eg im en ta l D epot du ring  the  1914-1918  War.

I enc lo se  a pho to g ra p h  o f th a t pa in ting , w h ich  m y w ife  bough t fo r m y 
b irthday  m any ye a rs  ago , a fte r I had g rea tly  adm ired  it a t an an tiq ue s  shop 
in Leom inste r. I w a s  'sca red -o ff by the  price  but G od b less m y w ife  fo r 
indu lg ing  m e!

Colours of six Battalions of Mx Regiment

Being born  and bred in M idd lesex, ra ised  in the  e ra  o f the  C om pton  
bro thers, M idd lesex  w in n in g  the  C o u n ty  C h a m p io n sh ip  and A rsena l 
(through the  C om pton  b ro thers) be ing seen, in those  days, as esse n tia lly  a 
M idd lesex side, one 's  na tura l loya lties  rem ain  th rough  life. I so ld ie red  under 
the D uke o f C a m bridge 's  O w n cap  badge in the  S choo l CCF, then  in the  TA 
8th Bn M idd lesex  R egt w hen  Ian B ro therton  w as the  C O  and th e ir  PSI the 
late B ert ( 'B lack A bdu l') C a llaghan  ta u gh t m e the  bas ics  o f so ld ie ring .

I w as su ffic ien tly  en thused  to m ake a ca ree r o f the  R egu la r A rm y w ith  the 
P arachute  R eg im ent, then  here a t H ere fo rd  and se rv ing  m y last e igh t in 
O m an. It w as a g rea t life but, fo r a ll tha t, o n e ’s o rig ina l loya lties  a lw ays 
rem ain strong.

Hopefully, you  m igh t be ab le  to  pub lish  the  enc losed  pho tog raph.



I a lw ays  e n joy  the  N ew sle tte r, desp ite  neve r having  been “a R egu la r" w ith  
‘T h e  D ie h a rd s ” , but know ing  w ho  w he re  and w h o  served  in the ir TA.

Yours s incere ly ,

Ke ith  F am es (C ol retd .)

M r P E G a tes ex  7 Pin C C oy 1st Bn MX w rites  from  S outh  A us tra lia  
enc los ing  a  pho to  o f an M M G  crew , and com m en ting  as fo llow s

Mx M M G crew in Belgium - Autumn 1944

I have  enc losed  a w a r tim e  p h o tog raph , o f a  V icke rs  M ach ine  G un c rew  of 
th e  M idd lesex  R e g im en t in ac tion  in B e lg ium  in the au tum n 1944 m y uncle  
John  w ho  se rved  in the  reg im e n t is se rv ing  the am m un ition  belt.

M y uncle  John  en lis ted  under th e  assu m e d  nam e o f B aker and w as  know n 
as “ D oughy  B ake r bu t his rea l nam e w as M uchm ore  and he w as the  b ro the r 
o f S e rg e an t R ona ld  M uchm ore . Joh n  had been a regu la r so ld ie r in the 
1930 ’s but fo r som e  reason he dese rte d  and lived w ith  the  gyps ies  fo r a 
nu m b e r o f years . W hen  W W 2 b roke  ou t he re -en lis ted  in to  the  M idd lesex

R egim ent. He w as at D unk irk  in 1940 and w as invo lved  in the  figh ting  in 
N orm andy B e lg ium  and G erm any the pho tog raph  w as accom pan ied  by an 
article w h ich  I be lieve  w as pub lished  by the D a ily  Sketch.

I though t tha t it m igh t be o f som e in te res t to  W orld  W ar 2 ve te rans. M y best 
w ishes to th e  R eg im en ta l A ssoc ia tion  fo r the  com ing  year.

Book Reviews 

BLOODLINE

The o rig ins  and D eve lopm en t o f the  R egu la r F o rm ations o f the  B ritish  A rm y 
Price: £19 .99
ISBN: 9 7 8 1848842052 , Type: H ardback, P ages: 176

In one conc ise  vo lum e, us ing  easy-to -fo llow , fa m ily  tree  type  tab les, 
B loodline show s the o rig ins  and deve lo pm e n t o f the  B ritish  Arm y, inc lud ing  
the la test am a lg a m a tio ns  and changes, to g e th e r w ith a w ea lth  o f h is to rica l 
reference ga the red  from  a va rie ty  of sou rces ove r m any years.

The ch a rts  illu s tra te  c le a rly  how, in som e cases, up to 25 o rig ina l reg im en ts  
of the line  have, o ve r cen tu ries , by su ccess ive  d isb a n d m e n t's  and 
am algam ations, been reduced to  a  s ing le  reg im en t in to d ay 's  superb , but 
sham efu lly  o ve r-s tre tched  and underfunded , army.

A ch rono log ica l sum m a ry  o f B attle  H onours  p rov ides an ove rv ie w  o f the  
British A rm y 's  ca m pa igns  ove r the  past 300  ye a rs  and no tes  on the  o rig ins  
of each  fo rm a tion  p lace  it's o rig ina l pu rpose  w ith in  the  po litica l and 
h is torica l pe rspec tive  o f the  tim e. A  robust ed ito ria l th ro u g h o u t app la ud s  the 
A rm y as 'the na tions ' m ost dep en d a b le  and tru s tw o rth y  institu tion .

As w e ll as p rov id ing  a dep en d a b le  rea dy-re fe rence  fo r w rite rs , jo u rn a lis ts  
and h is to rians, B lood line  is a record  o f sp lend id  ach ieve m e n ts  and prov ides 
an inva luab le  w o rk  o f re fe rence  fo r anyone  w ho  has d e a lings  w ith , or 
s im p ly  has an in te res t in the  B ritish  Arm y.

O bta inab le  from  Pen & S w ord  B ooks Ltd 47  C hurch  S tree t B a rns ley  S70 
2AS



ROAD OF BONES THE SIEGE OF KOHIMA 1944 
Fergal Keane 576pp Harper Press HB £25

Major John Shipster

T he  B attle  o f Koh im a, w h ich  to o k  p lace  on the  Indian side  o f the  B urm ese  
b o rde r a coup le  o f m on ths be fo re  D -D ay w as a sup rem e  exam p le  o f how  a 
fe w  m en can have  a se ism ic  e ffec t on w ho le  co n tinen ts  dec la red  S am  Kiley, 
h im se lf a w a r co rresponden t, in the  Even ing  S tandard . T he  B ritish  and 
Ind ian d e fen d e rs  o f th is  ga rrison  post a top  a sm all ridge  o f h ills  ove rlook ing  
a v ita l road  link w e re  o u tnu m b e re d  ten to  one  by Ja p anese  troops  and 
engaged  in b itte r c lose  range figh ting , m uch o f it concen tra ted  fo r seve ra l 
days  a round  a te n n is  co u rt a ttached  to the  d is tric t c o m m is s io n e r ’s 
bunga low . T he ir res is tance  e ve n tu a lly  led to  the firs t cam pa ign  re trea t by 
the  Ja p a ne se  Im peria l Arm y, a long  w h a t they  ca lled  “the  road o f b o n es ” 
because  so  m an y  o f th e ir  nu m b e r d ied  o f s ta rva tion  and e xh a us tio n .” O ne 
is im m e d ia te ly  g ripped  and s ta g ge re d ” , K iley con tinued  “by the he ro ism  of 
m en from  the  4 th  B a tta lion  Q u e e n ’s O w n R oyal W est K ents, the  1st A ssam  
R eg im en t, th e  ha lf - m ad m illio n a ire ’s son, Lance  C orpora l John  H arm an, 
and the  in co m p a ra b le  U rsu la  G raham  Bower, w ho  led a triba l g u e rrilla  band 
beh ind  e n e m y lines. In w h a t S u n d a y  T im es rev iew er M ax H as tings  ca lled  a 
m aste rly  narra tive .

T he  w riting  o f “ R oad of B ones” w as insp ired  by the  s to ry  of M a jo r John 
S h ip s te r o f 7 /2  P un jab  R eg im en t.

HELP FOR SUFFERERS WITH POST-TRAUMATIC SYMPTOMS

A new  se rv ice  cha rity  o ffe ring  a w ay  of trea ting  post trau m a tic  sym ptom s or 
PTSD w h ich  cou ld  be p a rticu la rly  he lp fu l fo r peop le  w ho  do not like the  idea 
of becom ing  a 'm enta l hea lth  p a tie n t1. T h is  new  trea tm e n t is ava ilab le  
through PTSD Resolution.

The R eso lu tion  se rv ice  is co m p le te ly  d iffe ren t from , but co m p le m e n ta ry  to, 
C om bat S tress: th e y  do longer-te rm  support, w e  do b rie f th e ra p y  a im ed at 
getting the  su ffe re r past the  trau m a  and focussed  on to  rebu ild ing  a norm al 
life; they  are  p rim a rily  an in -pa tien t se rv ice  w ith  th ree  cen tres  w h ile  w e are 
an ou t-reach  se rv ice  and have a ne tw ork  o f 250 th e rap is ts  at d isc ree t 
loca tions a round  th e  co u n try  so w e  tre a t peop le  w h e re  th e y  live. 
P sycho log ica l trau m a  o ften  im pacts  on the  fam ilies  of su ffe re rs  and they 
too can be he lped.

P sych ia tric w a rds  can be frigh ten ing  and dange rous  p laces, and m ost 
people w ou ld  ra the r not have  a m enta l d iso rde r on the ir m ed ica l records. 
V isits to  a R eso lu tion  th e ra p is t are  en tire ly  p rivate . S om e o f ou r th e rap is ts  
work from  hom e, som e from  G P s1 o ffices o r com p le m e n ta ry  hea lth  cen tres , 
and som e can do hom e or p rison  v is its. P TSD  is gen era lly  seen as a long 
term  prob lem , but R eso lu tion  o ffe rs a re la tive ly  sw ift trea tm e n t usua lly  
taking no m ore  than  4-5  sess ions, som e tim es  few er. T rea tm en t con fo rm s 
to N ICE gu ide lines.

Cost is o ften  a ba rrie r to  trea tm ent. The  ave rage  s tay  in a psych ia tric  
hospita l under the  m ilita ry  con tra c t costs  seve ra l thousand  pounds; a w eek  
at C om ba t S tress costs  a bou t £2000. T he  actua l co s t of tre a tm e n t by 
R eso lu tion is cu rre n tly  about £600, but the  cha rity  w ill p rov ide  free  
trea tm e n t to  peop le  w ho  have  no m eans  o f support. It m ay be th a t you r 
A ssoc ia tion  cou ld  con tribu te .

W e need you r he lp  to  reach those  w ho  are  su ffe ring . C ou ld  you p lease  
m ake th is  in fo rm a tion  know n to  all you r m em bers , both p resen t and past, 
ex -regu la rs  and rese rv is ts , and ask them  in th e ir  tu rn  to  pass it on?

For m ore  in fo rm a tion  a bou t the  tre a tm e n t w e use  and the  w a y  the 
o rgan isa tion  w o rks  p lease  see  www.ptsdresolution.org For o r help, 
re ferra ls , o r enqu irie s  ju s t ring P TS D  R eso lu tion  on 0845 021 7873 or em ail 
contact@ ptsdresolution.org.

http://www.ptsdresolution.org
mailto:contact@ptsdresolution.org


REGIMENTAL GOODS

T he  fo llo w in g  are  held in s tock and prices  are  ava ilab le  on reques t to  the 
R eg im en ta l Shop, R H Q  P W R R  H ow e B a rracks C an te rbu ry  K ent CT1 1JY. 
C he q u es  and Posta l O rde rs  shou ld  be m ade payab le  to  P W R R  A cco u n t No 
0 5 6 6700  Te lephone No 0 1227  818058.

B laze r B adges
Ice B ucke ts  m in ia tu re  s ide  d rum  w ith  R eg im en ta l E m blazon
P lus pos tage  and pack ing
T ies (O ld pa ttern  m aroon  and go ld)
T ies  (N ew  pa ttern  w ith  m aroon and go ld  th in  s tripes)
T ies O ffice rs  C lub  (S ilk)
M idd lesex Regt. C ap b adges  good qua lity  rep licas 
O ld  C o m rades  lapel badges 
R eg im en ta l B ere t F lashes
P rin ts  “S te a d y  th e  D rum s &  F ifes un fram ed  - Large  P rin t

- S m all P rin t
M idd lesex  R eg im en ta l P laques
M idd lesex  B laze r B u ttons F lat s tay  b righ t w ith  eng raved  M idd lesex B adge
S e t 6 la rge  bu ttons  6 sm all bu ttons
Ind iv idua l bu ttons  Large  & Sm all
R eg im en ta l C u ff L inks
R eg im en ta l T ie  G rip
R eg im en ta l T ie  Tack & C ha in
R eg im en ta l Lad ies B rooch

STOP P R E SS

Major F L Griffiths died  on the  23rd  of F ebrua ry  2010  aged 94. F red 
en listed in to  the  R eg im en t in the  1930s and retired as a M ajor Q M  from  the 
Q ueens R eg im en t on the 12th o f Ja n u ary  1968.

Little is recorded  about his pre w a r and w ar tim e  se rv ice  but it is know n tha t 
he w as w ith  the 1st B a tta lion  from  1945 onw ards. He w as p rom oted  from  
CSgt to  W O II w hen  in H ong Kong in tim e  to  go to K orea  as the R O M S. He 
rem ained w ith  the  Ba tta lion  in th a t rank until 1956 w hen  he w as pos ted  as 
RO M S to  M ons O ffice r C ade t School.

In 1958 he w a s  com m iss ioned  and becam e the Q M  o f the  8th B a tta lion  
m oving on in 1961 to  W est A fr ica  to  take  up the  ap p o in tm e n t o f Q M  o f the 
2nd Bn the  G hana ian  R egim ent. R e turn ing  to UK in 1965 he jo ined  the  4th 
Bn T he  Buffs (TA) fo r his last th ree  years  be fore  leaving  the serv ice . He 
was a ve ry  keen card  p layer. He had a g rea t love  o f m us ic  and w as 
particu la rly  fond  o f the m usic  o f Jim  Reeves.

His funera l took  p lace  a t the  B a rnstab le  C rem a to rium  on the  5th o f M arch
2010.
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