
Queen’s Regiment

The Queen’s Regiment was an infantry regiment of the
British Army formed in 1966 through the amalgamation
of the four regiments of the Home Counties Brigade. In
turn, the regiment became part of Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment in a further amalgamation with the Royal
Hampshire Regiment in 1992.

1 History

The regiment was formed as a 'large regiment' on 31 De-
cember 1966 by the amalgamation of the four remain-
ing regiments of the Home Counties Brigade as a conse-
quence of the Defence Review of 1957.
The four regiments formed four battalions, retaining their
previous names in the titles. These were:

• 1st Battalion (Queen’s Surreys) – formerly the
Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment (2nd, 31st & 70th
Regiments of Foot).

• 2nd Battalion (Queen’s Own Buffs) – formerly
Queen’s Own Buffs, The Royal Kent Regiment (3rd,
50th & 97th Regiments of Foot).

• 3rd Battalion (Royal Sussex) – formerly the Royal
Sussex Regiment (35th & 107th Regiments of
Foot).

• 4th Battalion (Middlesex) – formerly the
Middlesex Regiment (Duke of Cambridge’s Own)
(57th & 77th Regiments of Foot).

2 Territorial Army Battalions

In 1967 the 5th (Volunteer) Battalion, a TAVR II (Ter-
ritorial and Army Volunteer Reserve) unit, was formed to
be employed for use with NATO forces inWest Germany
during tense times in the Cold War. The following year,
on 1 July, the battalions discarded their previous regimen-
tal identification when the subtitles were omitted.
In 1971 the 6th (Volunteer) and 7th (Volunteer) Bat-
talions were formed with headquarters at Wandsworth
and Horsham respectively. On 1 April 1975 these two
battalions combined to form the 6th/7th (Volunteer)
Battalion, The Queen’s Regiment.
On 16 May 1988 the 8th (Volunteer) Battalion,
Queen’s Fusiliers (City of London) were formed as a

composite battalion composed of the Queen’s Regiment
and the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. A & B Compa-
nies were badged as Queen’s Regiment, C Company as
RRF, and HQ Company was a mixture. Shoulder titles
for all companies read Queen’s Fusiliers. In 1992, the
London Scottish and London Irish Rifles were removed
from 1st Battalion, 51st Highland Regiment and 4th Bat-
talion, Royal Irish Rangers and became companies of
8QF. In 1993 8QF was retitled the London Regiment
with the disbandment of the existing A (Middlesex) Com-
pany.

3 Operational deployments

During its existence, the deployments of the regiment’s
battalions were primarily to Northern Ireland (NI), espe-
cially during the more turbulent times of the 1970s and
1980s, attempting to keep the peace between the oppos-
ing Catholic and Protestant factions, and taking part in
anti-terrorist operations against the numerous paramili-
tary organisations: the regiment lost nine men during its
many tours of NI; however, its battalions did deploy to
many overseas postings during the regiment’s existence,
including many deployments to West Germany as part of
the British Army of the Rhine (BAOR).
In 1970 the 1st Battalion joined the Berlin Brigade in
West Berlin, a small enclave in Communist-controlled
East Germany, leaving in 1972. In October 1972 the
2nd Battalion arrived in Cyprus as part of the United
Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNIFICYP), a
force intended to prevent conflict from breaking out be-
tween Greek and Turkish Cypriots. The battalion re-
turned to the United Kingdom in May 1973. The 4th
Battalion was disbanded that year, as with every other
'junior' battalion of the new large regiments. Also that
year, the 3rd Battalion arrived in Gibraltar where it re-
mained with the garrison for almost two years. In 1977
the 2nd Battalion arrived in Gibraltar and the 3rd Battal-
ion arrived in Belize, then a British territory, as part of
the garrison there to protect it from the perceived threat
of war with Guatemala, a neighbour of Belize, which was
making claims that it believed Belize to be an integral part
of Guatemala.
By 1975 the 1st Battalion had arrived in Werl, Germany
(replacing the 2nd Battalion – who had moved fromWerl
back to Bulford Camp in United Kingdom) from where
they did operational tours to Derry in 1976 and West
Belfast in 1978. The 2nd Bn had preceded them toNorth-
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2 8 EXTERNAL LINKS

ern Ireland, first on a Spearhead deployment to South Ar-
magh, following the Kingsmill (Bessbrook) Massacre in
January 1975, and then toWest Belfast, on an operational
tour in Andersonstown in early 1977.
The 1st Battalion moved to Canterbury (the regiment’s
home base) in 1980 . From there it undertook a six-
month tour of Belize before deploying in November 1982
to Omagh in Co Tyrone (the first infantry battalion in that
station). It served there until January 1985 with south
east Fermanagh as its primary focus. During this pe-
riod all three battalions served in Ireland – 2 Queen’s in
Londonderry, also on a two-year tour, and 3 Queen’s in
Belfast on a six-month tour. A freedom parade was held
in Belfast in 1984 at which all three battalions’ Regimen-
tal Colours were paraded. In 1985 the battalion moved
to Gibraltar for two years before returning to the United
Kingdom (Tidworth) in 1987 where it was to remain until
1990. During this period it undertook two 6-month tours
of Northern Ireland – South Armagh in 1987 and Belfast
in 1989/90. In 1990 the battalion moved to Minden in
Germany. Whilst there the decision to amalgamate with
the Royal Hampshire Regiment was announced. During
the subsequent disbandment parade the CO directed that
the Colonel’s Colour was to be publicly paraded in de-
fiance of instructions that it was never to be shown out-
side the Officers’ Mess (the only previous occasion was in
1928 in Hong Kong – an act that earned the displeasure
of the War Office).
In late 1981 the 2nd Battalion deployed to Cyprus on a
6-month tour-of-duty with UN forces. In 1985 the 1st
Battalion arrived in Gibraltar on a 2-year posting and the
following year the 3rd Battalion, it then deployed to Be-
lize on a 6-month tour-of-duty as well as West Belfast
on a 6-month tour-of-duty then deploying to Aldergrove
Northern Ireland for a 2-year operational tour. In 1990
the 3rd Battalion arrived in Cyprus—its last deployment
abroad—and returned to the United Kingdom in 1992.
The 2nd Battalion’s last deployment was to Northern Ire-
land in 1992 before heading to Canterbury, England,
while the 1st Battalion had returned to the United King-
dom after only a year in Germany.

4 Amalgamation

All three battalions were now in the United Kingdom,
ready to be amalgamated with the Royal Hampshire
Regiment, as a consequence of the Options for Change
defence cuts, to form two battalions of the Princess
of Wales’s Royal Regiment (Queen’s and Royal Hamp-
shires). Today, the name of the Queen’s Regiment is
maintained by B (Queen’s Regiment) Company, The
London Regiment. The Cap Badge of the Queen’s Reg-
iment became the Cap Badge of the Princess of Wales’s
Royal Regiment with the word Queen’s on the banner re-
placed by the words Princess of Wales’s, and the Royal
Hampshire Minden rose set below the Dragon.

5 Other information
• Allied Colonel-in-Chiefs:

• Queen Juliana of the Netherlands
• King Frederick IX of Denmark (replaced by
Margrethe II upon his death in 1972)

• Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent

• Alliances:

• The Queen’s York Rangers (1st American
Regiment) – Canada (1966–1992)

• The South Alberta Light Horse—Canada
(1966–1992)

• The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada (1966–
1992)

• The Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment—
Canada (1966–1992)

• 1st Battalion, The Royal New Brunswick Reg-
iment (Carleton and York)—Canada (1966–
1992)

• The Essex and Kent Scottish—Canada (1966–
1992)

• Royal New South Wales Regiment – Australia
(1967–1992)

• The Royal Western Australia Regiment
(1967–1992)

• University of New South Wales Regiment—
Australia (1967–1992)

• 2nd Battalion (Canterbury and Nelson-
Marlborough, and West Coast), Royal New
Zealand Infantry (1966–1992)

• 5th Battalion (Wellington West Coast and
Taranaki), Royal New Zealand Infantry
(1966–1992)

• 12th, 14th, 15th, and 17th Battalions, The
Punjab Regiment – Pakistan

• The Royal Sierra Leone Regiment, Royal
Sierra Leone Military Forces (1966–?)

• The Royal Hong Kong Regiment (The Volun-
teers) – (1966–1992)

6 Order of precedence

7 Lineage

8 External links
• 1st Battalion – The Queens Royal Surrey Regi-
ment (PWRR Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment)
– Timeline
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• 1st Battalion The Queens Regiment

• 1st Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment / 3rd Battalion
The Queens Regiment

• Horsham Branch of The Queen’s Regimental Asso-
ciation

• The Queen’s Regimental Association RHQWebsite

• 6/7th Battalion The Queen’s Regiment

• HET report into QR soldiers death

http://www.1queens.co.uk/
http://www.1royalsussex-3queens.com/
http://www.1royalsussex-3queens.com/
http://queensassociation.org/
http://queensassociation.org/
http://queensregimentalassociation.org/
http://queensassociation.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-16852509


4 9 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

9 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

9.1 Text
• Queen’s Regiment Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen’{}s_Regiment?oldid=686692289 Contributors: Topbanana, Cjrother,
Schutz, SoLando, Marcika, Necrothesp, Hammersfan, Klemen Kocjancic, Giraffedata, Woohookitty, JIP, The wub, Shimirel, RussBot,
Boticario, Alasdair, Garion96, SmackBot, Rcbutcher, Lozleader, Hotspur23, Regan123, Iridescent, Tawkerbot2, Luna Santin, Kirrages,
Barcodebobby, R'n'B, Carre, RJASE1, One Night In Hackney, Ng.j, Mareg439, 67th Tigers, Yorkist, Kernel Saunters, Darrigould, Bsherr,
Lightmouse, Surtsicna, JJ106K, MWOOgston, Tassedethe, Lightbot, AnomieBOT, Materialscientist, Tomdo08, Anotherclown, Siegfried
Nugent, Exercisabongo, Khazar2, HantsAV, 1969peps, Benjamin W Gregory and Anonymous: 16

9.2 Images
• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_the_British_Army.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/27/Flag_of_the_British_Army.svg
License: CC BY 2.5 Contributors: Own work, created in Adobe Illustrator CS2; Originally from en.wikipedia; description page is/was
here; Uploads by Zscout370 to w:Image:Flag of the British Army.svg Original artist: Philip Ronan

• File:Flag_of_the_United_Kingdom.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/ae/Flag_of_the_United_Kingdom.svg Li-
cense: PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Queens-regt.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/23/Queens-regt.jpg License: Fair use Contributors:
The logo may be obtained from Queen’s Regiment.
Original artist: ?

• File:Text_document_with_red_question_mark.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Text_document_
with_red_question_mark.svg License: Public domain Contributors: Created by bdesham with Inkscape; based upon Text-x-generic.svg
from the Tango project. Original artist: Benjamin D. Esham (bdesham)

9.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%2527s_Regiment?oldid=686692289
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/27/Flag_of_the_British_Army.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Image%253AArmy_flag.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Flag_of_the_British_Army.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Sakurambo
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/ae/Flag_of_the_United_Kingdom.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/23/Queens-regt.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Text_document_with_red_question_mark.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Text_document_with_red_question_mark.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bdesham
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Text-x-generic.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bdesham
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	History
	Territorial Army Battalions
	Operational deployments
	Amalgamation
	Other information
	Order of precedence
	Lineage
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


